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Dedication

To every reader who longs to read the Bible not as disconnected stories and separate doctrines, but as one great testimony to the character of God, the mission of His Son Jesus Christ, and the restoration of everything broken by sin.

Note on the Use of Scripture

All Scripture references and short quotations in this book follow the Old Afrikaans Bible Translation of 1933/1953 (AFR53). In this English edition, the wording has been translated faithfully from the Afrikaans text. To lead the reader back to the Bible itself, longer passages are generally summarised carefully and complete references are provided. Short, familiar phrases are quoted directly. The reader is encouraged to examine every text in its full context.

In this book, the designation Old Testament refers to Genesis through Malachi, and New Testament to Matthew through Revelation. The word testament also carries the meaning of covenant. The Old Testament, however, is not merely “the old covenant,” and the New Testament is not a rejection of the first thirty-nine books of the Bible. Jesus and the apostles called those books “the Scriptures” and used them as the authoritative Word of God.

Preface

The Bible does not begin with man searching for God, but with God creating. It does not end with man escaping from the world, but with God coming to dwell with humanity. Between “In the beginning” and “Yes, I am coming quickly” unfolds one story: creation, rebellion, promise, covenant, redemption, restoration, and eternal fellowship.

For convenience, we divide the Bible into an Old and a New Testament, but the divine message has not been torn in two. The Old Testament asks the questions that the New Testament answers. It creates the vocabulary in which the gospel is spoken: creation, sin, sacrifice, blood, covenant, priesthood, sanctuary, kingship, righteousness, mercy, judgement, and restoration. The New Testament does not adopt these words as empty religious terms; it shows how they find their centre and meaning in Jesus Christ.

Without Genesis we cannot understand why the world is broken. Without Exodus we cannot understand the Passover Lamb. Without Leviticus we cannot understand the language of sacrifice and priesthood. Without the Psalms we do not hear the Messiah’s suffering, prayer, and kingship. Without the prophets we do not recognise the promised Son of David, the Servant of the LORD, or the new covenant. Without the Gospels we do not see the One to whom Moses and the prophets pointed. Without Acts we do not see how the risen Christ sends out His witnesses. Without the Epistles we do not understand the meaning of the cross and the new life. Without Revelation we do not see how the story ends in judgement, victory, and a new heaven and a new earth.

Every book of the Bible therefore has a place. Every true prophet received a message that caused the light to shine more clearly. Every priestly service emphasised the need for a perfect Mediator. Every judge showed that human deliverers are temporary. Every king raised the question of where the righteous King would be found. Every disciple had to learn who Jesus truly is. Every apostle was sent to testify of the crucified and risen Lord.

This book seeks to help the reader see these connections. It considers direct predictions, God-given patterns and types, and the way in which the New Testament itself quotes and applies the Old Testament. It also makes a necessary distinction: not every similarity is a direct prediction. Some texts predict explicitly; other persons, feasts, institutions, and events form foreshadows that are fully understood only in the light of Christ.

The Bible gives us everything necessary for faith, obedience, and salvation. It does not satisfy every speculative curiosity. “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children” (Deuteronomy 29:29). What God has not revealed now will not be discovered through secret knowledge or human imagination. We walk in the light He has given and trust that one day we shall know even as we are known.

Introduction — The Great Bridge Between Eden and the New Jerusalem

Imagine the Bible as a great bridge. One abutment stands in Eden, where life, purity, and fellowship with God were the original reality. The other stands in the New Jerusalem, where the curse will be no more and God once again dwells with His people. The entire bridge rests upon God’s covenant faithfulness and reaches its centre at the cross and the empty tomb.

The Old Testament moves forward with expectation. At the fall, a Seed is already promised who will crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). Abraham is told that all nations will be blessed in his seed (Genesis 12:3; 22:18). Jacob speaks of the ruler from Judah (Genesis 49:10). Moses predicts a Prophet to whom the people must listen (Deuteronomy 18:15-19). David receives the promise of an enduring throne (2 Samuel 7:12-16). The Psalms sing of the Anointed King and describe the suffering of the Righteous One. Isaiah sees Immanuel, the Son, the Servant, and the Man of Sorrows. Micah names Bethlehem. Daniel sees the Son of man and the coming of an everlasting kingdom. Zechariah sees the humble King, the Pierced One, and the Shepherd who is struck. Malachi closes with the expectation of a messenger who will prepare the way.

The New Testament looks back and says: He has come. Matthew writes repeatedly that events took place “that it might be fulfilled” which had been spoken by the prophets. Mark announces the gospel of Jesus Christ. Luke shows that the promise took firm root in history. John declares that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Acts proclaims that God fulfilled His promises in the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Epistles unfold their meaning. Revelation gathers images from Genesis, Exodus, Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Zechariah, and the Psalms, and shows that the Lamb brings history to its appointed destination.

But the New Testament also looks forward. Christ’s first coming did not bring every promise to its final completion. The total destruction of sin, the resurrection of the righteous, the public judgement, the restoration of the earth, and God’s visible dwelling with His people still lie ahead. The believer therefore lives between fulfilment and expectation: the Redeemer has come; the Redeemer ministers; the Redeemer will come again.

The purpose of this study is therefore not to place two Testaments side by side as though they were competitors. It is to hear the one voice, the one plan, and the one hope.
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Chapter 1 — One Bible, Not Two Competing Messages

The word Bible originally means “books.” The Bible is indeed a library: law, history, poetry, wisdom literature, prophecy, gospel, epistles, and apocalyptic vision. Yet it is more than a collection. Across centuries, through different writers and circumstances, one recognisable line runs throughout: God reveals Himself, humanity falls and wanders, God calls and saves, the promised Redeemer comes, and creation is ultimately restored.

Jesus did not treat the Old Testament as a book that had become obsolete. When He was tempted, He answered three times from Deuteronomy (Matthew 4:1-11). When He declared His mission in Nazareth, He read from Isaiah (Luke 4:16-21). When the Sadducees disputed the resurrection, He answered from Exodus (Matthew 22:23-33). When the travellers to Emmaus could not understand His cross, He began “at Moses and all the prophets” and explained what all the Scriptures said concerning Himself (Luke 24:27). After His resurrection, He spoke of the law of Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms as a united testimony that had to be fulfilled (Luke 24:44-47).

The apostles did the same. At Pentecost Peter declared that Joel and David shed light on what had happened (Acts 2). Stephen recounted Israel’s history to explain the rejection of the Righteous One (Acts 7). Paul reasoned from the Scriptures that the Christ had to suffer and rise again (Acts 17:2-3). The author of Hebrews reads the sanctuary, sacrifices, and priesthood as a God-given foreshadowing of Christ’s ministry. Revelation is so densely woven with Old Testament language that many of its images become incomprehensible when Genesis, Exodus, the Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah are ignored.

When Paul writes that “all Scripture” is given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16), he refers in the first place to the sacred writings Timothy had known from childhood—the books we call the Old Testament. These Scriptures, Paul says, are able to make one wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). The Old Testament does not save apart from Christ; it leads to Him. The New Testament does not replace the Old Testament; it makes its purpose clear.

There are therefore two equally dangerous errors. The first is to read the Old Testament without Christ, as though the law, sacrifices, kingship, and prophecy ended in themselves. The second is to preach Christ without the Old Testament, so that “Lamb,” “covenant,” “Son of David,” and “High Priest” become beautiful but empty titles. The remedy for both is to allow the whole of Scripture to speak.

The two Testaments stand in the same relationship as promise and fulfilment, seed and harvest, foundation and building. The foundation is not the completed house, but without the foundation the house cannot stand. The harvest looks different from the seed, yet it is the same life brought to maturity.

Chapter 2 — The Character of God: The Golden Thread

The deepest subject of the Bible is not merely what people have done, but who God is. Human history is the stage upon which His holiness, justice, patience, truth, mercy, and self-sacrificing love become visible.

In Genesis, God creates by His word
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