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AILSA RAN BESIDE BROCHAN, her paws digging into the ground. She smelled it. A wild cattle roaming the Highlands. She and Brochan ran up the hill and sniffed the air, and the scent of his wild nature drove her insane with adoration. She looked over at the wolf at her side. She gazed upon his shining black coat of fur. His eyes turned to her—those deep, dark, brooding eyes—and her heart surged in her chest. Never in her life had she felt more complete. Never in her life had she felt more at ease than when she was on the hunt with Brochan.

And when he pointed his snout, the two of them took off again.

It had become common practice for them to go out on hunts by themselves. Ever since Brochan started teaching her about the ways of a shifter, he used one-on-one hunts to teach her how to further control her urges and hone in her capabilities. Her ability to smell a sick calf from ten miles away was outstanding to Brochan. He constantly praised her for it before they’d shift and run off to take care of the sick calf that would eventually drown out the entire herd. Brochan taught her that it was the way they serviced their community. Serviced the cattle ranchers and animal farmers of Inverness.

He taught her that shifters never targeted humans. Only the sickest of the herds. Of the flocks. Of the gatherings. And by taking out the sickest, it strengthened the DNA passed down in the herds, gave them food to regularly hunt without pissing anyone off, and made the farmers happy, since they wouldn't have to take care of the sick and weak animals themselves.

Ailsa’s mouth salivated as they grew closer.

She’d gotten very good at controlling her urges. The pain had been gone for months, and the need to feed only grew strong two days before each full moon. Ailsa felt grateful every single day for Brochan. For his ability to stand by her side and work her through her emotions and help her settle her mind. But as she learned more about herself and learned how to better control her animalistic urges, she found that her mind settled as well.

It only raced when she was hungry. When she was craving. When the lunar cycle was waxing.

And Brochan had become a professional at working her through her swirling thoughts.

Ailsa flourished underneath Brochan’s tutelage. Underneath his efforts. Underneath his body. And with his guidance, she shifted fully into the wolf she was meant to be. A wolf that stood by his side while he ruled over his clan, as she guided the women just as he guided the men. She’d cemented her position as their physician and nurse in their ranks. She was tasked with taking over the training of the females who pledged to guard the castle with all their might. She trained with them. Exercised with them. Taught them tactics that seemed to come naturally to her now.

Ailsa enjoyed being a wolf. How magical it felt and how different everything was.

Especially when she was hunting alongside Brochan.

She heard him growl and he stopped dead in his tracks. She dug her paws into the ground, careening to a halt behind a tree. The injured highland cow had stopped at a river. Stopped to drink, even with its wounded leg. Ailsa smelled the air and her senses ran into overdrive. But she compelled herself to push through it. She focused on Brochan’s heartbeat. The rhythmic pounding he drove into the canals of her ears. They flattened against her head as she closed her eyes and licked her lips, forcing herself to become one with the injured cow.

And it didn’t take her long to determine why the farmer had set it free.

She smelled the infection. The putrid scent of the building puss in the cow’s hind leg. They’d have to avoid eating it so they wouldn’t get sick, but everything else seemed to be fine. Her eyes whipped open and she looked over at Brochan. She shook her back left leg, signaling to him that they needed to stay away from it. She watched as Brochan shook his tail, signaling for her to go for the cow’s haunches while his teeth locked onto the cow’s neck.

And with a nod of her head, they took off.

Ailsa lunged at the startled cow and sank her fangs into its meat. She felt Brochan jumping over her head, latching his jowls into the cow’s neck. It took them only seconds to drain enough blood from the cow to feel its life slip away. And before she knew it, she was tearing into the flesh. Savoring the meaty texture. Chewing, gulping, and filling her stomach.

Then Brochan approached her.

She grinned as blood coated the fur around her lips. She looked over at him with her glowing orange eyes, watching as Brochan unleashed his jaw. And just like with every other hunt, she watched the organ drop to the ground.

The cow’s heart. Right there at her feet.

A sacrifice Brochan always brought to her.

His cheek nuzzled against hers and she melted into him. She licked his fur, tasting the salted, honey flavor of his sweat. Her senses ignited with passion, and she was no longer hungry for the cow beside them. She never was, as Brochan’s sacrifice.

A ritualistic show of the protection he always promised her.

She remembered back to the first time Brochan ever did it. She remembered how shocked she felt when he dropped the completely intact heart at her feet. And when they shifted back into human form, she remembered the words that fell from his lips before he took her against that beautiful weeping willow.

“The heart of our prey. So ye know that anyone who comes near ye in anger shall have their same hearts ripped out.”

It was the most gruesome and most romantic thing he’d ever done for her. And from then on, their one-on-one hunts became tradition. Two days before every full moon, they hunted as a couple before hunting with their pack. Ailsa licked Brochan’s ear, listening to him growl as he playfully bit her shoulder.

Signaling to her that they needed to eat.

She huffed air through her snout before diving back into the cow. Brochan lay down beside her, eating his fill as the flesh tore away from the bones of the cow. Ailsa sank her teeth into the infected joint of the animal. She ripped the leg from the cow and launched it into the woods with a flick of her neck. She charged into the river, washing off her teeth and her mouth as the meat of the animal settled into her stomach.

Then, she perched on the embankment and watched her wolf eat.

Brochan chewed and swallowed in mouthfuls. His hunger became evident to her, and she sighed. There were times when he struggled more than she did, and she wanted to know why. He had been, for the past couple of lunar cycles. Eating more and becoming more on edge. Again. Only this time, she didn’t feel the need to run. She didn’t feel the need to fight with him. The only need she felt was helping him. Guiding him. Trying to heal him in any way she could.

But every time she brought up the topic, he shoved it to the side. Claiming he was fine, even though she could smell it on him.

Brochan had never been one to outright lie to her. And the trend worried her. Not enough to become angry with him, but enough to force her to keep an eye on him.

She heard the growl of her wolf’s voice and focused on him. Ailsa watched as he walked into the river, dipping his head underneath the water. Blood tainted the clear liquid as it rushed downstream. And when Brochan emerged, he shook his coat and covered the area in water from the river.

Ailsa huffed with elation, her eyes growing wide as her heart filled with joy.

Brochan turned and leaped out of the river, then gazed back at her. She took one last dip underneath the water, then hopped up alongside him. He nuzzled his head against hers again. Licking her and sending a shock wave of pleasure throughout her system. Her claws dug into the dirt. Her teeth softly raked against his wet fur. She needed him. Wanted him more and more as the lunar cycles progressed. But before she could sink her teeth into the meat of his shoulder, which she had marked on various occasions with her own bite, he pulled away.

He nodded toward the castle, and they took off once more. Ailsa, running alongside Brochan, as they headed back with full stomachs and clear heads.
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THE SECOND BROCHAN got into the castle, he shifted into human form. He turned around and watched as Ailsa rose up onto her feet, shifting quicker and quicker every single time. She was getting good at it, he thought. Everything about her was getting stronger with each passing lunar cycle. And as she ran into his arms, he whisked their naked bodies away into the shadows. Into the first room he could find before he slammed the door closed behind them.

“It’s a closet, Brochan,” Ailsa said, giggling.

But he didn’t care.

His lips fell to her neck and he bit gently into her pulse point. She groaned against him, rolling her hips against his rising cock. He needed her, more than ever. Watching her locate that infection he couldn't taste until he’d bitten into the calf itself had risen something within him. A need unlike any other to feast on the strong, capable woman at his side. Brochan kissed down her chest, listening to her gasps as he wrapped his lips around her nipple. He sucked. Lapped. Tugged with his teeth. And when a soft growl left her lips, he dropped to his knees in front of her.

“Let me have my dessert,” he commanded.

Like clockwork, she lifted her leg and slid it over his shoulder. He felt her thick thigh molding to him, and the only thing it did was reassure him of the fertility of her body. Her curves mounted. Her muscles grew stronger, etching her body with lines he ran his fingertips across. He kissed her thigh, biting down tenderly until blood bubbled up to the surface. He licked her wounds, taking in droplets of her effervescent taste as she shook and moaned wildly for him.

Then, his tongue fell between her pussy lips.

“Oh, Brochan.”

He growled as he reached up, cupping his hand over her mouth. He pinned her against the wall, lapping at her glorious clit until she shivered against him. Her hands flew to his hair. He was letting it grow longer so she had more to fist. She shoved him deeper into her swelling wetness and he drank her down, swallowing every drop she had to offer. He flicked her clit. She ground against him, pulling grunts up the back of his throat. Her muscles contracted and released as he feasted on her. His favorite dessert.

The one he took for himself after every hunt.

“Yes. Yes. Brochan. Like that. I’m so ... I’m so ... Brochan. Yes! Alpha! Please!”

Goose bumps trickled along his body as she bucked wildly against him. He loved it when she called him that. Alpha. The leader. Her leader. Her lover. Her protector. The only one who had any sort of control over the most powerful shifter in the entire fucking clan. He devoted his entire life to two things: protecting his clan and protecting his woman. And as she cried out for him, her sounds muffled by his hand, her juices dripped down his neck.

Brochan caught her as she collapsed, but he sure as hell wasn’t done with her yet.

He picked her up and felt her wrap her thighs around his hips. Reminding him, once again, of what he really wanted to do. He had everything he could have possibly wanted in his life. A family. A mate. A home and a bed to take up in, morning after morning. The only other thing he could possibly want was an heir. Someone to pass the throne down to after his death.

And Ailsa’s curves reminded him of just how fertile and virile she truly was.

He pinned her against the wall and reached for his dick. He inched his way into her, listening with delight as she gasped. She clawed at his back, feeling her nails digging into his skin. Latching on, like she always did, before he fucked her senseless. He had scars lining his back, just like Ailsa had teeth marks covering the most intimate parts of her. They marked one another, every time. A staunch and electric reminder of their love for each other. Of their commitment, not only to themselves, but to the clan.

“Brochan, yes.” She moaned.

His hips snapped against hers as he growled against the crook of her neck. He buried himself in her, rocking and pounding. Until nothing but the sounds of skin slapping skin overwhelmed the space around them. He smelled her womanhood wrapping around him. He felt her heartbeat pulsing in his ears. He adored the way she clung to him so tightly she dug into his muscles, forever marking him as her own.

Just like he marked her.

Over and over and over again.

“That’s it, sweet lass. Squeeze me. Such a good lass for me, ye are.”

“Bro ... chan.”

He captured her lips in a fiery kiss as her pussy squeezed his cock. It stuttered his hips, stopping his body as her pussy pulled him deeper. He pressed against her, wrapping his arms around her as he backed away from the wall. His own body fell against the doorway before he slid to the floor, taking Ailsa with him as he held her close. She wrapped around him. Blood trickled down his back. She shivered and jumped, gracing him with the power of her orgasm as her nails retracted and her moans became choked off by the pleasure he knew only he could afford.

He felt his cock pouring into her. And one day, he hoped that intimate gesture would lead to the growing of her body. The changing of her form. Until she bore him a son to take over the Braxley clan once he was dead and gone.

Ailsa collapsed against him and he held her closely. He sighed with relief as he slowly pulled his cock out, feeling her thighs tremble with the movement. He chuckled as he kissed her shoulder. Her neck. Her cheek. He kissed the tip of her nose before she finally slid away from him, motioning for him to turn around.

“No, no. I need a second.” He grunted.

“Now, Brochan,” she said quietly.

He groaned as he turned around, then shook when Ailsa’s hands came down against his back. And the second her tongue swiped over his wounds, stars ignited in his vision. Heat flooded his body. His cock stood at attention in a heartbeat and his balls filled with more arousal to give her. His hands barreled into the door as growls fell from his lips. And the more Ailsa licked him clean—licked him healthy again—the more he panted. The more his muscles contracted. The more his cock jumped and leaked.

“That’s it. Do it, Brochan. Let me see,” she whispered.

He swallowed every growl as another orgasm ripped through his body. As Ailsa licked the last wound closed, he heard her moaning as he shook underneath her tongue. Underneath her palms. His head fell against the doorway as he coated the floor with threads of it. Aimlessly falling from the tip of his cock as Ailsa panted and growled for more.

“Control it,” he choked out.

And before she sank her teeth into his back again, she felt him slowly slide away.

He caught his breath against the door before turning around. The only woman who knew how to bring the alpha of the Braxley clan to his knees came into view. Her body
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