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      The Book of Jubilees contains information additional to Genesis and early Exodus, and is the account from creation to the early times of Moses.

      Jubilees are seven "year-weeks," a year-week being a period of seven years, so a jubilee is 49 years. The chronology is based on multiples of seven.

      The Book of Jubilees claims to be told to Moses by angels when he was on Mount Sinai.

      Jubilees proposes a solar calendar, whereas the Jewish calendar was lunar.

      One of the Dead Sea Scrolls, The Damascus Document CD 16.2., states that the Book of Jubilees reveals divine secrets “to which Israel has turned a blind eye.”

      The Essenes, a Jewish sect who lived from the 2nd century BCE to the 1st century ACE, coveted the Book of Jubilees and kept it in their library. Josephus and Philo note that the Essenes “practiced strict celibacy” and that the war the Essenes saw themselves engaged in was God’s battle against the power of a spiritual war. The Essenes call Israel’s enemy the kittim. Elaine Pagels, The Origin of Satan: How Christians Demonized Jews, Pagans, and Heretics, Vintage, 1996, pp. 57-58 sees the kittim as a coded epithet for the Romans and states that they are far more bitter towards their fellow Israelites who “belong to the assembly of Beliar.”

      Pliny the Elder, Natural History, V, XV states that the Essenes turned all money and property over to their leaders and lived without money. Philo, Every Good Person is Free, 75 states that the Essene community grew to over 4,000 men. Women appear to have been subordinate. Pagels (op. cit, p. 57) notes the Essenes had no part in secular life and lived a monastic life in caves overlooking the Dead Sea. They dressed only in white and the priestly leaders strictly interpreted the law for them. (Ibid., p 34) The Essenes saw things as black and white. They considered themselves to be God’s people and considered that everyone else belonged to the evil one.

      The Essene movement was exclusive and restricted to freeborn male Jews, and also to the few who were willing to join them. The Essenes called themselves the “associates of light” and labeled others the “associates of darkness,” “assembly of traitors,” and “(people who) depart from the way, have contravened the law, and violated the precept.” (CD 1:13-20.)

      The Essenes believed that the sins of the people wiped out the Abrahamic covenant, and that people must now join the new covenant of their assembly. (Pagels, op. cit, p. 59.) A man who wanted to join the desert community must confess himself to be free of sin. The man is under probation for several years. He must hand over his property to the community leaders and swear to practice sexual abstinence and to follow ritual purity in eating, drinking, speaking, and touching. When finally initiated, the man joins the assembly to bless all who belong to the new covenant and ritually curse all who are not initiates. At this point the leaders reveal the secrets of angelology to the initiates. Josephus, The Wars of the Jews, 2.139–142 states they are to “keep secret the names of the angels.”

      There are twenty seven Ethiopic texts of the Book of Jubilees, and manuscripts in Greek, a Latin translation of the Greek, and Syriac. Fifteen Jubilees scrolls written in Hebrew were discovered at Qumran between 1947 and 1956. Scholars have suggested it was originally written in Hebrew, and presents a separate source to the Masoretic text and the Septuagint (or Hebrew original of the Septuagint).

      The Book of Jubilees is divided into fifty chapters, and appears to be complete. The author of Jubilees has knowledge of 1 Enoch.

      There is general scholarly agreement that the Book of Jubilees dates from 160-150 BCE.

      The Book of Jubilees is considered canon by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. However, most Catholic, Protestant and Eastern orthodox churches consider it pseudegraphical.

      The Book of Jubilees is sometimes called Little (Lesser) Genesis, the Testament of Moses, or the Apocalypse of Moses.

      Translator R.H. Charles (The Book of Jubilees, London, 1902) stated that the author of Jubilees was a Pharisee, but later commentators have rightly pointed out that this is incorrect.

      By the way, although these days people often state it was an apple, the forbidden fruit of the Garden of Eden is not identified in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament or the Book of Jubilees.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            The Book of Jubilees

          

          Translation and Commentary

        

      

    

    
      This is the history of the division of the days of the law and of the testimony, of the events of the years, of their weeks, of their jubilees throughout all the world's years, which the Lord told Moses on Mount Sinai when he went up there to receive the tables of the law and the commandment. He did this as God had said to him, "Go up to the top of the Mountain."
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      In the first year of the exodus of the Israelites out of Egypt, in the third month, on the sixteenth day of the month, God said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain, and I will give you two stone tables of the law of the commandment. I've written it so that you can teach them."

      
        
        Commentary

      

      

      
        
        This account is in Exodus 19.

      

      

      Moses went up to the mountain of God, and the Lord's splendor settled on Mount Sinai. A cloud overshadowed it for six days. God called to Moses on the seventh day out of the middle of the cloud, and the Lord's splendor looked like a flaming fire on the top of the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights, and God taught him both the earlier and the later history of the division of the entire time of the law and the testimony.

      God said, "Listen to everything that I'm going to tell you on this mountain, and write it in a book. This is so that their generations will know that I have not abandoned them despite all the evil which they do by disobeying the covenant which I will establish this day on Mount Sinai between you and me for their generations. So then when all these things happen to them, they will realize that I am more honorable than they are in all their judgments and their actions, and they will realize that I have been straightforward with them.

      "Indeed, you are to write down everything I tell you this day. I know their rebellious, stubborn nature. I will bring them to the land I promised to their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I said to them, 'I am giving a land flowing with milk and honey to your descendants.' They will eat and be full, and they will turn to strange gods, to gods which cannot rescue them from any of their troubles. This will be heard as a witness against them. They will forget all my commandments. They will forget everything that I commanded them. They will live like pagans, and be ritually unclean, and disgraceful, and will serve their gods. This will prove to be an offence, an ordeal, an affliction, and a trap to them. Many will die and many will be taken captive. Many will fall into the hands of the enemy, because they have abandoned my decrees, my commandments, the festivals of my covenant, my Sabbaths, and my sacred place which I consecrated for myself amongst them, and my tabernacle, my sanctuary which I consecrated for myself amongst them. I set my name on it, and said it would live there.

      "They will make high places, Asherah poles, and carved images, and each of them will worship their own carved image and will wander off the true path. They will sacrifice their children to demons, and to all the actions which are caused by their error. I will send witnesses to them to bear witness against them. However, they will not listen to them, and furthermore will kill the witnesses too. They will persecute those who seek the law, and they will annul or change everything in order to do evil in my sight.

      
        
        Commentary

      

      

      
        
        Older translations, which often followed the mistakes made by the King James Version, usually translated the word Asherah as "grove." However, Asherah was in fact a Canaanite goddess of happiness and good luck. An Asherah pole was a sacred tree or a sacred pole set up near an altar to Asherah.

      

      

      "I will turn my face from them, and I will hand them over as captives to the pagans, to be made victims, to be devoured. I will remove them from the land. I will scatter them among the pagans. They will forget all my laws, commandments, and judgments, and will go off the right path with regard to new moons, Sabbaths, festivals, jubilees, and decrees. After this they will turn from the pagans to me with all their hearts, all their souls and all their strength, and I will collect them from the pagans. They will seek me, and they will find me when they seek me with their whole heart and their whole soul.

      "I will reveal to them abundant peace along with justice, and I will make them just, with all my heart and all my soul. They will be a blessing and not a curse. They will be the head and not the tail. I will build my sanctuary in their midst, and I will live with them. I will be their God and they will be my people with truth and justice. I will not abandon them or fail them. I am the Lord their God!"

      
        
        Commentary

      

      

      
        
        “The head and not the tail.” Deuteronomy 28:13.

      

      

      Moses fell on his face and prayed, "Lord my God, do not abandon your people and your inheritance to wander away in error. Do not hand them over to their enemies, the pagans, because then the pagans will rule them and make them sin against you. Lord, please show compassion to your people. Please create an honorable spirit in them, and don't let the spirit of Beliar rule them to accuse them in your presence, or to trick them into behaving dishonestly. The result would be that they would die away from your presence! They are your people and your inheritance. You have rescued them with your great power from the Egyptians. Please create an uncontaminated mind and a sacred spirit in them, and don't let them be tricked by their wrongdoings from now on until eternity."

      
        
        Commentary

        Beliar

      

      

      
        
        The Essenes named an evil one as Beliar. The Damascus Document states that the Prince of Light raised up Moses but the evil one Beliar stirred up opposition to Moses amongst his own people (CD 5,18) and states that God has unleashed Beliar against Israel. (CD 4,13). All who were not Essene initiates were called “followers of Beliar.”

      

      

      The Lord answered Moses, "I know their contrary thoughts and their stubbornness. I know they will not be obedient until they admit their own wrongdoings as well as the wrongdoings of their ancestors. After this they will turn to me in an entirely just manner, and do so with all their heart and all their soul. I will circumcise the foreskin of their minds and the foreskin of their descendants' minds. I will create a sacred spirit in them. I will cleanse them so that they will not turn away from me from that day until eternity.

      "Their lives will hold fast to me and to all my commandments. They will fulfill my commandments. I will be their Father and they will be my children. They will all be called children of the living God, and every angel and every spirit will most certainly know that these are my children, that I am their just and righteous Father, and that I love them. Indeed, you are to write down all the words which I declare to you on this mountain, the first and the last, which will come to pass in all the divisions of the days in the law and in the testimony and in the weeks and the jubilees to eternity, until I descend and live with them throughout eternity."

      God said to the Angel of the Presence, "Write it all down for Moses, from the beginning of creation until my eternal sanctuary has been built among them. The Lord will appear to everyone, and everyone will know that I am the God of Israel and the Father of all Jacob's children, and King on Mount Zion for all eternity. Zion and Jerusalem will be sacred."

      The angel of the presence, who went in front of the Israelite camp, took the tables of the divisions of the years, that is, from the time of the creation, of the law and of the testimony of the weeks of the jubilees, according to the individual years, to all the number of the jubilees according to the individual years, from the day of the new creation when the heavens and the earth will be renewed and all their creation according to the powers of the heaven, and according to all the creation of the earth, until the sanctuary of the Lord is made in Jerusalem on Mount Zion, and all the luminaries are renewed for healing, peace, and blessing for all the chosen ones of Israel. This is how it will be from that day forward to all the days of the earth.
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      The Angel of the Presence spoke to Moses as the Lord had told him to do, and said, "Write the complete history of the creation, how the Lord God finished all his actions and creations in six days, and kept the Sabbath on the seventh day and consecrated it for all time, and appointed it as a sign for his whole creation. On the first day he created the skies above, and the earth and the waters and all the spirits which serve him - the angels of the presence, and the angels of sanctification, the angels of the spirit of fire, the angels of the spirit of the winds, the angels of the spirit of the clouds, and of darkness, and of snow and of hail and of white frost, and the angels of the voices and of the thunder and of the lightning, and the angels of the spirits of cold and of heat, and of winter and of spring and of autumn and of summer, and of all the spirits of his creatures which are in the heavens and on the earth. He created the abysses and the darkness, evening and night, and the light, dawn and day, which he has prepared with his own knowledge. After that, we saw his actions, and praised him, and eulogized him because of everything he did. He did seven mighty works on the first day.

      
        
        Commentary

        The skies

      

      

      
        
        "Sky" and "heaven" are the same word in the original languages, whereas in English they are two different words.

      

      

      
        
        The first day

      

      

      
        
        The creation account is in Genesis chapters 1-2.

      

      

      On the second day he created the Expanse in the midst of the waters, and the waters were divided on that day. Half of them went up above and half of them went down below the Expanse that was in the midst over the face of the whole earth. This was the sole work God created on the second day.

      On the third day God commanded the waters to pass from the face of the whole earth into the one place, and the dry land to appear. The waters did as he ordered them. They receded from the face of the earth into the one place outside of the Expanse, and the dry land appeared.

      On that day God created all the seas and put them into separate gathering-places. God created all the rivers, the water pools in the mountains and on the whole earth, all the lakes, all the dew of the earth, all the seed that is sown, all sprouting things, fruit-bearing trees, forests, and the Garden of Eden. God created these four great works on the third day.

      On the fourth day God created the sun, the moon and the stars. He set them in the Expanse of the heaven to give light to all the earth, and to rule over the day and the night, to divide the light from the darkness. God appointed the sun to be a mighty sign on the earth for days, for Sabbaths, for months, for feasts, for years, for Sabbaths of years, for jubilees and for all seasons of the years. It divides the light from the darkness. It also causes prosperity, as all growing things which shoot and grow on the earth prosper. He did these three works on the fourth day.

      On the fifth day God created great sea monsters in the depths of the waters. The first things of flesh that God created were the fish and everything that moves in the waters, and everything that flies, the birds and all their varieties. The sun rose above them to prosper them. The sun rose above everything that was on the earth, everything that shoots out of the earth, all the fruit-bearing trees, and all living things. He did these three works on the fifth day.

      On the sixth day God created all the animals of the earth, and all cattle, and everything that moves on the earth. After all that, God created humankind. He created male and female and gave them mastery over everything that is on the earth, in the sea, over everything that flies, over animals and cattle, and over everything that moves on the whole earth. He gave them mastery over all this. He created these four kinds on the sixth day. Altogether there were 22 kinds. He finished all his work on the sixth day - that is, everything in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and in the abysses, and in the light and in the darkness, and in everything.

      He gave us a great sign, the Sabbath day, so that we should work six days but not work on the Sabbath, the seventh day. All the angels of the presence and all the angels of sanctification, these two great classes - God has instructed us to keep the Sabbath with him in heaven and on earth. He said to us, "I withdraw a people for myself from among all the peoples, and these ones will keep the Sabbath day. I will make them sacred as my own people, and I will bless them. I will bless them just as I have made the Sabbath day sacred to myself. They will be my people and I will be their God. I have chosen Jacob's descendants from among all I have seen, and have written him down as my first-born son. I have made him sacred forever and ever. I will teach them the Sabbath day, so that they will avoid all work on the Sabbath."

      In this way God created a sign so that they would keep the Sabbath with us on the seventh day, to eat and drink, and to bless God who created everything. He has blessed a separate people and made them more sacred than all other peoples, so that they would keep Sabbath along with us. God made his commands ascend as a lovely fragrance acceptable to God throughout all time.

      There were 22 sources of humankind from Adam to Jacob, and 22 kinds of blessed and sacred work were made up until the seventh day. The former is blessed and sacred. This one serves with that one for consecration and blessing. It was granted to Jacob and his descendants that they would always be the blessed and sacred ones of the first testimony and law, just as God had blessed and made sacred the Sabbath day on the seventh day.

      
        
        Commentary

      

      

      
        
        Sources: Often mistranslated as "head." Kephale, “source”, has been mistranslated as “head (over)” by most Bible versions. A word in one language may have several meanings. Not all these meanings might apply in another language. That is why the Greek word “bowels” is translated as “compassion” or “heart” in 1 John 3:17 (as it can mean either in Greek), “But whoever has material possessions and observes their fellow believer in need, and shuts off their compassion from them, how can God’s love stay with them?” If we did not understand semantic range, we would translate 1 John 3:17, “But whoever has material possessions and observes their fellow believer in need, and shuts off their bowels from them, how can God’s love stay with them?” This is precisely same error as mistranslating kephale as “head (over someone).”

        Kephale has 5 meanings:

        1) the literal head, with hair, eyes, etc

        2) a wig or headdress

        3) the source of something/someone, for example, the source of a river

        4) the life, for example, to put one’s head on the chopping block

        5) metaphorically, the end point, sum, conclusion.

        Kephale cannot mean “head over someone”. The English word “head” does mean this in English, but it cannot mean this in Greek. To translate it this way is exactly the same mistake as translating a Greek sentence which means “I have compassion for the poor” into English as “I have bowels for the poor.”

        Kephale is first recorded as meaning “head (over someone)” centuries later in the Byzantine Empire.

      

      

      In six days God created heaven and earth and everything else that he created. God made the seventh day sacred, for all his creation. God commanded that whoever does any work on the seventh day will die. The person who defiles it will certainly die. For this reason you are to command the Israelites to observe this day and keep it sacred. They are not to do any work on it and they are not to defile it, as it is more sacred than all other days. Whoever profanes it will certainly die, and whoever does on it any work will certainly die eternally. The Israelites are to observe this day throughout their generations, and consequently they will not be driven out of their land, as it is a sacred day and a blessed day. Everyone who observes the Sabbath and does not work on it, will be sacred and blessed throughout all days.

      So then, declare the law about this day to the Israelites. They should keep the Sabbath, and should not disobey or abandon it. Tell them that it is not lawful to do any work on it which is inappropriate, or for their own pleasure, and that on the Sabbath they must not prepare anything to be eaten or drunk, and that it is not lawful to draw water, or bring in any load or take any load out through their gates. This refers to any load which they themselves had not prepared on the sixth day in their dwellings. They are not to bring anything in or take anything out from house to house on that day, because that day is more sacred and blessed than any jubilee day of the jubilees. On this day we kept the Sabbath in the heavens before it was made known to any living thing to keep the Sabbath on this day on earth. The Creator of all things blessed it. However, he did not sanctify all peoples and nations to keep the Sabbath on it, but Israel alone. He permitted Israel alone of those on earth to eat and drink and to keep Sabbath on this day. The Creator of all things blessed this day which he had created for blessing, sacredness, and splendor above all days. This law and testimony was given to the Israelites as a law for their generations forever.
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      On the six days of the second week, according to the word of God, we brought to Human all the beasts, all the cattle, all the birds, everything that moves on the earth, everything that moves in the water, according to their kinds, and according to their types, the beasts on the first day; the cattle on the second day; the birds on the third day; and everything that which moves on the earth on the fourth day; and everything that moves in the water on the fifth day.

      
        
        Commentary

        Human

      

      

      
        
        Adam is a Hebrew word which simply means “human.” Genesis 1:27 reads, “God created adam (i.e. humanity: the word for the race of human beings) in God’s image - God created it in the image of God, God created them male and female.” Genesis 5:2 states, “God created them male and female and blessed them and called them human (adam) on the day they were created.” The word “Adam” that we see in English translations of Genesis is merely a “transliteration”, the result of putting the Hebrew letters into English letters. The translation is “human,” person/s of both genders. Hebrew has grammatical gender. Many languages have grammatical gender but English does not. In English, we only use words like “he” and “she” when we are speaking of persons, and we try to find out the biological gender of those persons so we know whether to refer to a particular person as “he” or “she.” In languages which have grammatical gender, all nouns, whether or not they refer to persons, have a gender. Hebrew has two genders and Greek has three. These languages use pronouns like “he” and “she” with nouns, such as table, tree, and lake. The pronoun goes with the noun to which it refers. This is what is meant by “the pronoun agreeing with its antecedent.”

        We need to learn the grammatical gender of the noun to know which pronoun to use. It is exceptionally important to note that grammatical gender does not match biological gender - it may, but by coincidence only. Thus, in ancient Greek, the word for “old woman” is neuter gender. Yet if we were translating a Greek sentence about an old woman into English, we would not refer to the old woman as “it,” we would refer to the old woman as “she”. The Greek word for a trench is feminine gender, but in English it would be silly to refer to the trench as “she.” We just don’t do that in English. English is different from Hebrew and Greek. In Hebrew, the word adam is masculine grammatical gender. That means it has to have a masculine pronoun, just as the word for hand (even a man’s hand) in Hebrew is feminine and must have a feminine pronoun. Again, this has nothing to do with biological gender. In the account of the adam in Genesis, Genesis 1:27 states, “God created human in God’s image. In the image of God, God created oto.” Oto is the singular masculine accusative pronoun agreeing with adam, the human. It has to be masculine grammatical gender to agree with the gender of the noun. It simply replaces the word adam. In English we say “him” because tradition holds that the biological gender of the adam was male and the English language does not refer to a person as “it.” The verse continues, “Male and female God created otam.” Otam is the plural gender-unmarked accusative pronoun. Grammatically, this refers to the adam, humanity. Thus the verse means, “God created humanity in God’s image. God created it in God’s image, God created them male and female.” Thus God did not create the male first, God created the human first, humanity. God did not create a male first and identify humanity with that male’s name. The previous verse, 26, states, “Let us make adam . . . and let them rule.” Adam is here treated as a collective noun, agreeing with a plural verb, that is, the human race. Again, the account does not mention a singular male.

        Genesis1:27 speaks of the creation of the adam. If the noun is a collective it could either agree with a plural or singular pronoun. That means that we do not know, from the grammar, whether the noun means “human” and thus the first human was androgynous (as the ancient tradition holds), or whether the noun means “humanity”. That is, we do not know whether a single androgynous “human” was created, or whether “humanity”, males and females, were created.

        Further on, the account consistently refers to males and females under the term adam. Adam is the general term for humans, both male and female. At the end of chapter 1, all the references to adam are in the plural. Genesis 2:5 states that there was no adam to cultivate the ground, that humans have not yet been created. The verse makes the point that humans are the only beings on earth that cultivate the soil. There is no reference to maleness in the verse. Genesis 2:7 tells us that God formed the adam from dust, breathed into its nostrils the breath of life, and that the adam was a living being. We do not know if the noun is collective or singular (as grammatically it could be either), and no gender is specified. Genesis 2:8 says God put the adam in the garden. Again, the masculine pronoun is used as it must agree with the grammatical gender, unlike English, where a masculine pronoun would indicate a male person. In verses 16-17, God speaks to the adam. At this point, the term adam still encompasses male and female.

        In Genesis 2:18-19 God says, “It is not good for the adam to be alone, I will appoint a suitable helper for it.” Again, the masculine personal pronoun in Hebrew simply agrees with the grammatical gender of the Hebrew noun adam. It is usually translated as “he” in English, as people have assumed that the adam was a male. There is nothing in the grammar to indicate that the adam was a male, and animals are first brought as suitable
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