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PREFACE:




The initial stage of Indianapolis’ architectural development occurred during the latter two decades of the 19th century. The population of the Indiana’s capital city doubled during this era necessitating expanded city planning vision to accommodate the growth. The downtown Governor’s Circle parcel transformed from an ecclesiastical center into a commercial vortex centered by the enormous Soldier’s and Sailors’ Monument. Many of the surrounding commercial developments were designed to create a compatible and uniform appearance. During these two decades, several major iconic projects were completed included the Union Station, City Indiana State Capitol Building, City Market, and Germanic styled Athenaeum. 




The entrance into the 20th century supplemented these structures with cultural institutions including the Indiana Repertory Theatre, War Memorial Plaza, American Legion Headquarters, Murat Shrine and Old National Center. The Scottish Rite Cathedral became one of the grandest and largest Masonic buildings globally. Walker’s Theatre and the Circle Towers remain timeless examples of Art Deco design. 




During the latter two decades of the 20th century, the historic downtown shopping district became integrated with fresh contemporary skyscrapers. The six-sided OneAmerica Tower was completed along with the Bank One Building in 1990, (currently renamed as the Salesforce Tower) to become the city’s tallest high-rise. These additions have created an aesthetic equilibrium between classic and contemporary design.




Historic and contemporary architects and firms credited include Brandt, Bruno Schmitz, Thomas Rood, Walker and Weeks, Patrick Brunner, Henry Bacon, Rubus & Hunter, Robert Adam, Adolph Scherrer, Paul Philippe Cret, Zantzinger, Borie and Medary, Vonnegut and Bohn, Evans Woollen, Frederick Schmid, Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf Architects, Vonnegut, Bohn & Mueller, Rubush & Hunter, Isaac Hodgson, Jens Jensen, Knowton, Bass & Company, August C. Bohlen, R. P. Daggett & Company, Ratio Architects, KingStubbins, William Tinsley, John Hall Rankin and Thomas Kellogg, Haldeman Miller Bregman Hamann, George F. Schreiber, Lohan Associates, Oscar D. Bohlen, Woollen, Molzan and Partners, Halstead Architects, Browning Day Pollak and Associates, Diedrich A. Bohlen, Fermor S. Cannon, John Hagel, Henry Schlacks, Ehrenkrantz Eckstut & Kuhn Architects, Bohlen Architects, Hermann J. Gaul, Osbon and Sons, MacLucas and Fitton, Pierre & Wright, and Brand & Brothers. The diversity mirrors the evolution of the urban center currently the 16th largest city within the United States.


Gallery 42 Building:

42 East Washington Street, Indianapolis




The Gallery 42 Building is considered the oldest surviving commercial structure within Indianapolis originally constructed in 1831. A complete makeover and renovation during 2014 unveiled nearly 8,000 square feet of art gallery and event space spanning across four levels. The interior showcases world class art exhibitions and has become the most fashionable venue for social events, corporate gatherings and weddings.
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An Amicable Methodist Congregational Split

Roberts Park United Methodist Church

“Let The Oppressed Go Free” Sculpture:

401 North Delaware Street, Indianapolis




One of the oldest established churches in downtown Indianapolis is the present day Roberts Park United Methodist Church. The history of the local Methodist congregation began in 1822. The members initially worshiped in a log structure on Maryland Street that also functioned as a schoolhouse. The congregation’s first formal church building called Wesley Chapel was completed in 1829 on the southwest corner of Governor’s Circle (now Monument Circle).




By 1842, the congregation had reached 600 members and decided to split into western and eastern sectors divided by Meridian Street. The western sector maintained the Monument Circle location until 1869. They would shift their location and name to the Meridian Street United Methodist Church.




The eastern sector established Roberts Chapel with construction beginning during 1843. The name honored Bishop Robert R. Roberts, the first statewide Methodist bishop. The structure was completed by 1846 and two years later the congregation purchased a bell for the chapel’s tower. The bell signaled the opening of worship services and served as a community fire alarm.




Architect Diedrich A. Bohlen designed the Romanesque Revival architecture that became considered one of his greatest works. The exterior was constructed with Indiana limestone. The interior featured a pair of black walnut staircases leasing to a balcony wrapped around three sides of the sanctuary.




In 1927 Fermor S. Cannon designed an eastern addition to the church. Another major remodeling was conducted during 1950 that included rebuilding the first-floor chapel. Stained-glass windows were installed on the eastern wall. In 1971-73 during the congregation’s 150th anniversary, another renovation included the addition of a new pipe organ.




During August 2024, world-renowned Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz installed a commanding sculpture on the church grounds entitled Let The Oppressed Go Free. The work is a poignant representation depicting the diverse faces of global human trafficking. The memorable message is that individuals from every age group may become vulnerable victims. Casted in Schio, Italy, the work has been installed at other high-profile locations including the Basilica of Saint Mary in Minneapolis, St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City and Regis College in Toronto, Canada.
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Christ Church Cathedral:

125 Monument Circle, Indianapolis




Christ Church is the main cathedral for the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis. The parish was formally organized in 1837 and the present day church erected in 1857. The construction replaced the initial church built on the same site. Architect William Tinsley designed the structure in the English Gothic Revival style. The cathedral is the oldest church in the city and the last remaining of five early churches located on Monument Circle.




An octagonal spire that capped the single tower on the southwest corner was added ten years following the church’s completion. The spire is crowned with a finial that includes the letters Chi and Rho, the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ. The main façade and both transept ends feature a set of three tall narrow windows. Hellmuth Wolff constructed the cathedral’s pipe organ in 1989. The gallery organ was a gift of Ruth Lilly and built during 1991.
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St. Mary’s Catholic Church:

325 New Jersey Street, Indianapolis




St. Mary’s Church was established in 1858 to service the needs of the expanding local German population. Designed by architect Hermann J. Gaul in the late Gothic Revival style, the structure follows a cruciform plan modeled after Germany’s Cologne Cathedral. The plan features a narthex and semi-octagonal apse. The façade is divided into three sections with the gabled two-story center section flanked by symmetrical towers. Each tower is topped with a spire. Numerous statues and memorial are installed within the interior accompanied by skylights and art glass windows.
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A Collective Memorial Park Space

University Park:

307 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis




Eight American Presidents have originated from Ohio, but only one, 23rd President Benjamin Harrison may claim similar status from Indiana although factually inaccurate. Harrison was born on his grandfather’s estate, former president William Henry Harrison, in North Bend, Ohio.




What elite executive position that Indiana does dominate is in the office of Vice President. Six Vice Presidents with Indiana formations include Schuyler Colfax, Thomas Hendricks, Charles Fairbanks, Thomas Marshall, Dan Quayle and most recently, Mike Pence.




Schuyler Colfax, Jr. is immortalized at Indianapolis’ University Park with a sculptural memorial for a distinguished political career. He served as the 17th American Vice President during the first administration of President Ulysses S. Grant between 1869-1873. He was recognized during his lifetime as a journalist, businessman and politician. He became a U.S. congressman for Indiana’s 9th district from 1855 until 1869. He was elected Speaker of the House of Representatives between 1863-1869 prior to his ascendance within Grant’s troubled administration.




During an 1872-73 congressional investigation into the Credit Mobilier scandal, he was one of several federal officials who had accepted payments of cash and discounted stock from the Union Pacific Railroad in exchange for favorable support during the construction of the transcontinental railroad. His reputation became irreparably damaged and he was removed from the successful reelection ticket during the 1872 presidential election. Senator Henry Wilson would replace him. He never ran for office again and concentrated his post-political activities on pursuing business opportunities and public speaking engagements. He suffered a fatal heart attack during January 1885 at a Mankato, Minnesota train station en route to a lecture in Iowa.




His initial entry into politics required a circuitous party selection path. Initially he considered joining the Know Nothing Party due to their platform opposing slavery. He was selected as a delegate to the party’s June 1855 convention without his knowledge. He concurred with their antislavery views but loathed their secrecy oath and citizenship test. He would successively join the Whig Party, then Indiana People’s Party until establishing himself as a Republican Party member. His later bronze memorial inside University Park established in 1866 measures 8.4 feet high while resting on an Oak Hill granite pedestal elevated 11.8’ from the ground. Other political memorials honor Abraham Lincoln and Benjamin Harrison.




Along with political dignitaries, the most recognized park installation is the Depew Memorial Fountain. The freestanding edifice was completed in 1919 financed by Emma Ely Depew as a gift to the city. The fountain was constructed in memory of her husband Dr. Richard Depew for his long and honorable life spent in untiring service to his fellow men.







The construction of the fountain became an unforeseen collaboration of three 19th and early 20th century artistic titans. Karl Bitter created the original design and maquette. His life would be tragically severed during a 1915 traffic accident before the work could be completed. Landscape architect Henry Bacon designed the surrounding terrain and Alexander Sterling Calder supervised the casting of the bronze figures and fountain. The Calder name is a familiar icon within the American artistic community. His father was a noted Philadelphia sculptor responsible for major works in New York City, Philadelphia and Reykjavik, Iceland. His son was Alexander Sandy Calder, the conceded originator of innovative mobiles and kinetic sculptures.




The five-tier Stoney Creek pink granite base features three basins. Multiple bronze figures are casted featuring eight children dancing in a circular train liberally surrounded by fish. A women atop is dancing and playing cymbals. 




The expansive fountain was celebrated on its tenth anniversary by young dancers performing interpretive movements mimicking the figures around the base. Albertina Rasch, an Austrian-American dancer and dance company director choreographed this 1926 celebration. Her balletic spectacles and operettas were featured in early MGM films. She was then considered the only established female dance director in Hollywood.
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A Centerpiece Worship Center Nearly Emptied Into Extinction

John The Evangelist Catholic Church:

121 South Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis




The oldest Catholic parish within the Archdiocese of Indianapolis was founded during 1837 when Father Vincent Bacquelin first celebrated mass inside a local tavern. Bacquelin purchased a lot for a church building on the northwest corner of Washington and California Streets. In October 1840, the newly constructed Chapel of the Holy Cross celebrated its initial service.




Six years later, Bishop Celestine de la Hallandiere purchased three lots on Georgia Street where it intersects with Tennessee Street (currently Capitol Avenue). The parcels would be converted into a cluster of new buildings that would surround the main parish. In 1850, a new brick church was constructed on the center lot. The parish pastor would rename the church to Saint John the Evangelist upon completion.




Construction for the Saint Johns Church commenced in April 1867 with the sanctuary being completed in 1871. The distinctive twin spires would not be added until 1893 due to expense. The design has been classified as eclectic stemming from borrowed elements of French Gothic Revival and American Romanesque Revival architecture.




The Gothic sanctuary includes Corinthian columns and ribbed vaulting. An organ and choir gallery is built at the rear of the nave. Italian-Swiss painter Guy Leber from Louisville, Kentucky painted the ceiling of the apse with his mural The Angels of Glory. The interior features four chapels along with the nave and 24 leaded-glass windows installed as exterior walls. The original rose window on the west façade was destroyed by a hailstorm during 1923. A pipe organ was constructed during 1989 and installed in the organ gallery at the rear of the sanctuary.




Saint Johns serviced as a diocese quasi-cathedral upon completion, but with the construction of Saint Peter and Paul Cathedral in 1906, their official status became formalized. During the 1880s, parish membership peaked at 3,000 members. As a Post-World War II exodus from the downtown shifted the population towards the suburbs, membership radically declined. Only 30 members remained by the 1970s.




Archdiocese leadership subsequently refocused the congregation’s ministry. The history and convenient gathering location was marketed towards a fresh visitor attendance base. The church’s close proximity to the Indianapolis Convention Center along with downtown hotels and amenities were promoted as assets. The strategy ultimately paid off handsomely with renewed attendance and relevancy. By 2017, parish membership had increased to 1200 households.
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Hammond Block/Budnick’s Trading Mart

301 Massachusetts Avenue, Indianapolis




The 3-story Hammond Block, also known as Budnick’s Trading Mart was opened in 1874 as a commercial office building. The trapezoidal Italianate style red brick structure rests on a limestone-raised basement with a low-hipped roof and bracketed cornice. The building features cast iron decorative elements. It remains one of the oldest buildings within the city and currently hosts The Exchange cocktail lounge.
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Downtown Department Store Icon and Retailer of a Notorious Death Shirt

Wasson’s Department Store Building:

12-14 West Washington Street, Indianapolis


During 1870, the Bee Hive Dry Goods Company opened a downtown retail location with marginal results. The store underwent ownership changes before Hiram P. Wasson invested in the business during 1874. Upon becoming the sole owner, he relocated the store to its present location on West Washington Street and changed the name to H. P. Wasson and Company.


Upon his death in 1910 and that of his son two years later, the family sold their interest to Gustave Efroymson and Louis P. Wolf in 1912. Efroymson remained president of the operation until 1930. The company expanded during 1930 with an annex store on Monument Circle and a new downtown flagship store at the corner of Washington and Meridian Streets in 1937.


Following the Korean War, Wasson’s added suburban branch outlets in shopping centers. Louis C. Wolf, the grandson of the partner/owner became president in 1963. He died in a plane crash during August 1967 and the family sold the company to Goldblatt Brothers, Inc. from Chicago. The Monument Circle annex burned down in a fire two years later. Emmis Communications would later construct their corporate headquarters on the site.


Goldblatt converted the store into a discount department outlet, an unpopular offering for the traditional Wasson middle class consumers who rejected inferior merchandise. Expansion stalled and by December 1979, Goldblatt’s sold their ownership stake to Melvin Simon and Associates. The financial hemorrhaging had already depleted sufficient capital
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