
Table of Contents

Confronting Holocaust Denial (Shoah Series, #2)

Appendix 1

Sign up for Deslee Campbell's Mailing List


Confronting

Holocaust Denial

Deslee Campbell

In memory of my dear friend and Holocaust survivor, 

musicologist Ida Ferson, of blessed memory, 

who worked to keep

the memory of the Shoah 

and the music of Theresienstadt  

alive.

Bible quotations are from the Interlinear Bible translation with Hebrew text. Trinitarian Bible Society London, © 1976.

Copyright © Deslee Campbell, Sydney, Australia, 1994/2024. 

Table of Contents

Prologue

Chapter 1: Strategies Used

Chapter 2: Who were the Deniers?

Chapter 3: Tactics and Weapons

Chapter 4: The Final Solution

Chapter 5: What Hitler Knew

Chapter 6: The Shooting Squads

Chapter 7: Railway Timetables are Important

Chapter 8: Camps

Chapter 9: Documents and Reports

Chapter 10: Invoices

Chapter 11: Relics and Remains

Chapter 12: Film Material

Chapter 13: Testimony

Chapter 14: Issues of Death

Chapter 15: Other Evidence

Chapter 16: 

Chapter 17:

Epilogue 

Appendix 1: Who Were They?



"So I returned and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold the tears of those who were oppressed and they had no comforter! And at the hand of those who oppressed them was power, but there was no comforter to them.

Therefore I commended the dead who already have died, more than the living who are alive unto now."


Ecclesiastes 4:1-2

Prologue

––––––––
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During the Hitler Years (1933-1945) many thousands of ordinary European people saw and knew quite a lot about one or other aspect of the planned genocide, which Hitler was perpetrating upon the Jewish people; but they diverted their faces so that they would not see the obvious, or turned their backs so that they would not have to help.

Today, still, most people just don't want to know; it is all too horrible to bear thinking about. These days, when, once again, lies and ignorance walk hand in hand across the earth, good people must equip themselves with knowledge, to which, perhaps, this little book will contribute. After all, evil men only flourish when good men do nothing.

In these days of the resurgence of Nazi ideology we must confront the issues. Our response to it must be active and assertive - without being aggressive. It must be positive and pro-active, not reactive, defensive, passive or hesitant. An active educational campaign and study of the facts and issues is the best way to withstand the propaganda onslaught of those in the world community who deny the Holocaust.

The subject is so monumental and of such powerful significance that it warrants our best efforts. This striving for understanding must therefore be thorough, truthful and rigorous; and we must remember that there is hardly a nation on earth not enmeshed in the Holocaust to a greater or lesser degree. It is not just Jewish business; it is our business. 

We must however, remember that while the Holocaust is world history it is also primarily the Holocaust of the Jewish people of Europe. We must not universalise its message to the extent that we generalise their suffering and marginalise their threatened genocide.

There are a number of key aspects to denial. Some deniers claim that the whole story of the Holocaust is a fake, invented to justify the founding of the State of Israel, by the United Nations in 1948. Others devalue its magnitude, claiming that the conventional wisdom on the subject is exaggerated in size and scope. Members of this second group call themselves `History Revisionists', rather than `Holocaust Deniers'. But in both cases lies must be counted with truth and ignorance with facts, disseminated through education.

The confrontational aspects of Holocaust denial, which are an outrage to our sensibilities and deeply offensive to our human feelings, operate not in the intellect but in the areas of the emotions. They pose an insidious attack upon our souls. An adequate means of countering this attack must therefore include not only historical fact but insights into the motivations and aims of the denier.

Holocaust denial and those lies which masquerade under the euphemistic title `Revisionist History' currently pose one of the greatest threats to truth and to the Jewish people in the world today. Under a pseudo-academic cloak the magnitude of Jewish suffering in this history is belittled and the Jewish people are labelled with the old stereotype of greedy materialists who acquire ill gotten gains by fraudulent means. The Jewish people in general, and Israel in particular, are accused of exaggeration, even of inventing lies, in order to squeeze `conscience money' out of Germany, in the form of reparations. This accusation lies at the very centre of Holocaust denial.

By virulent attacks upon the historical truth of Nazi genocide, the legitimacy of the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, and therefore its ongoing existence, is attacked. This is based upon the rationale that without the deeds committed in the gas chambers of the death camps, the State of Israel would never have existed; and that Israel has no other justification, certainly, in their opinion, neither a Biblical nor a humanitarian justification. This is an hypothesis which Israel has always staunchly rejected.

Another euphemism must be mentioned: that of anti-Zionism. Since the victory of liberal democracy in the West it has not been politically credible to be anti-Jewish, nor anti-Judaism. That would be blatantly intolerant, racist. But to be `anti-Zionist' appears to be politically acceptable, and increasing in acceptance, given the strength of the pro-Palestinian lobby in the world media. Yet in the Holocaust denier's use of the word `Zionist' it is synonymous with `Jewish'. This is a deliberate smokescreen of semantics and logic. We must avoid being confused by it.

To recapitulate: In order to adequately confront Holocaust denial we require first an insight into the methods and strategies which they use, secondly an adequate grasp of the facts and thirdly an understanding of the key and pivotal issues on which their revision of history rests.

Apart from slanders against Jews and the delegitimisation of Israel, which these slanders are supposed to substantiate, there are two other key issues. The first is the claim that no plan to slaughter the Jews ever existed and secondly the equally false idea that if such a plan did exist it was hatched by Himmler and Heydrich and kept secret from Hitler. This notion enables Hitler's reputation as a great leader to be unsullied and Nazi ideology, his ideology, to be embraced with a clear conscience. Clear documentary evidence does exist to show that both of these claims are false.

It should not surprise us that Holocaust denial exists because denial was built in to the system from the very beginning by virtue of the attempted concealment of all traces of the Nazi's most dastardly deeds and the elimination of all eye-witnesses to those deeds.

Prisoners were forced to send postcards to relatives assuring them of their safety`in the east' and every effort was made to conceal from people the fate which awaited them. As one witness at the Nuremberg Trials said: "in June and July 1944, an orchestra made up of prisoners, girls in white blouses and dark blue skirts, all of them pretty and young, who played gay tunes when the trains arrived, "The Merry Widow" and the Barcarolle from the "Tales From Hoffmann,"etc. They were told it was a labour camp..... They could not know what awaited them."​[1]

As the decades go by and the war time generation of eye witnesses and survivors passes the revisionists form ever stronger links with anti-Semitic political groupings like Neo-Nazis, Fascists, Ultra-nationalists, anarchists, Skin Heads, Pamyat in the former Soviet Union and Palestinian terrorist organisations. This will inevitably result in an increase in the negative effects of militant Holocaust denial and the sponsoring of anti-Semitic attitudes and actions. Positive and informed counter measures are necessary to prevent pseudo-academic Jew hatred, especially amongst young intellectuals. Students are the group most targeted by the deniers; as one of their number said: "I don't want to spend time with adults any more. I want to go to students. They are superficial. They are empty vessels to be filled." 

So effective has the push for publicity by the party of Holocaust deniers become, that the debate has not been contained in the halls of academia but is out on the streets, on television screens and on the front pages of our leading newspapers. the older generation remembers enough real information, and the emotional impact which the revealing of those facts generated, to be cynical of their efforts, but the youth, who are targeted across the globe, are perplexed, confused or even intrigued.

Neo-Nazism and Far-Right extremism is on the rise again in Europe so this matter is now current affairs, probably more so than past history.

Chapter 1

Strategies Used
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Holocaust deniers use a mixture of strategies in order to maximise falsehood and minimise truth.

1) They begin by sowing doubt in the mind of the individual, doubt about a minor detail or two. This undermines the foundations of conviction.

2) Their techniques include placing the onus of proof on you, the average person. You are challenged to prove (as if in a court of law) that a generally accepted aspect of the Holocaust is factual. This is to say that the deniers do no accept the responsibility to prove that it is false. To the layman such a challenge is very disquieting.

3) They misquote, distort, quote out of context and even falsify the writing of recognised experts: even Jewish experts.

4) They quote spurious scientific data and falsely claim to be experts in technical and scientific fields. 

5) They misuse emotionally loaded terminology.

6) They elicit our sympathy by claiming to be persecuted and misunderstood.

7) They cleverly whitewash the guilty, especially Hitler.

8) They accuse the innocent, the very victims themselves, of guilt.

9) They are academically dishonest because they ignore enormous amounts of hard evidence: good documentary evidence and court evidence.

10) Some falsify their academic credentials, achievements and/or employment history to claim or overstate their expertise.

There are many examples of the above nine points: Here are but a few.

1) Doubt about a detail: such as the arguments about whether there were gas chambers in Dachau. By throwing doubt on this matter Holocaust deniers hope that such doubt would generalise from Dachau to Auschwitz and other camps.

2) Challenge of Proof: They challenge the ordinary person to prove that Hitler knew about the killings. This issue has required in-depth technical study over many years and the general public is not in a position to know of the findings; but as total dictator Hitler held total moral responsibility for his regime. His dictatorial power was unquestioned. "The buck stopped with Hitler." Besides this Hitler's knowledge or lack of knowledge does not alter the statistics or the nature of the deeds done.

3) Misquotations: They misquote and misuse the words of Jewish historians; for example Yehuda Bauer, Raoul Hilberg and Yaacov Lozowic, world experts and/or staff members of Yad Vashem's World Centre for the Study of the Holocaust. By misusing or misquoting a few isolated phrases of these and other recognised Jewish experts they try to give legitimacy and respectability to their claims.

4) Spurious expertise: Fred Leuchter claimed to be an engineer dealing but it was proven in a Boston court that he was not an engineer, but he has a Bachelor of Arts in history. 

Leuchter claimed to have made 

This was declared to be fake evidence, inadmissible in court; though `The Leuchter Reports' are still acclaimed by Holocaust deniers as proof that the Auschwitz saga is a lie.

5) Emotive terms: Terms such as  "Myth of the Six Million", "Hoax of the Six Million", "Holohoax" are used to slander the Holocaust traditionalists, and therefore the victims.

6) Extraction of sympathy: Holocaust deniers claim to be, not the supporters of discrimination and persecution, but its victims. For example: "(We) have been subject to smear campaigns, loss of academic positions, loss of pensions, destruction of property and physical violence".

7) Whitewash of the guilty: They claim that Hitler did not know of the mass extermination of the Jews, refusing to review recent evidence to the contrary and ignoring Hitler's moral and legal responsibility as sole dictator. One Holocaust Denier, Austin App, claimed that the majority of Jews who died were in Soviet controlled territory, not German controlled territory. This, of course, whitewashes the Germans, while making the Stalinist Russians to be even blacker than they deserve to be.

8) Accusing the victims of guilt: They say, for example, that the Jews of the world "declared war on Germany". They have invented a preposterous defamation, accusing the Zionists of collaboration with the Nazis (presumably to force the Jews to flee to Palestine and so to populate it).

In actual fact it was the infamous Muslim Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al Husseini, who collaborated with the Nazis. He was personally received by Hitler on 28/11/'41, given a personal tour of a concentration camp by the Fuhrer and spent 2½ years in Germany assisting the Axis war effort. In Croatia the Mufti personally raised `Handjar'(Sword), a Moslem battalion of 20,000 men. They massacred civilians and fought partisans in Bosnia with the Waffen SS; hunted Jews in Croatia; and did police and security duty in Hungary. The Fuhrer assured Husseini that, once victorious, he would "promise the annihilation of the Jews living under British protection in Arab lands".​[2]

9) Academic dishonesty: The deniers shift disproportionate blame onto the Allies. They accuse the Allies of killing more people in bombing raids than the number who died in the concentration camps. They accuse the Soviets, Americans and British of torturing German prisoners to extract confessions for use in the Nuremberg trials. As though two wrongs make one right they accuse the British of themselves setting up the first concentrations camps, during the Boer War, which
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THE BUTTERFLY
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Chapter 16

Why Did it Happen?


	Hitler was probably motivated by megalomania and/or hatred.

	Hitler used parliamentary institutions to achieve power. He was legitimate.

	Hitler appealed to the German ‘hip pocket nerve’ in three ways: he stirred up the people against the victors of World War I and their demand for war reparations, he accused Jews of being money-hungry and keeping Germans poor and he promised economic prosperity under his own leadership.

	Hitler kept his plans secret and told lies so that few really knew what was happening until it was too late.

	Hitler appealed to latent ideas of racial superiority and xenophobia.

	He appealed to exaggerated national pride.

	He used powerful and modern propaganda techniques.

	He used pseudo-science that seemed trustworthy, and impressed ordinary folk.

	The churches were sidelined as both Catholic and Lutheran churches were imbued with anti-Semitism. Catholicism inherited this from the 4th century church fathers such as John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, St Jerome and Augustine of Hippo. Protestants inherited it from both John Calvin and Martin Luther.​[47] 

	The Catholic Church was neutralised early, by a mutual agreement to stay out of each other’s business. 

	Hitler’s was a death-cult and involved a potent mixture of German pre-Christian religion, witchcraft, the occult, Roman militarism, ‘emperor’-worship and pagan religion.
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Epilogue
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