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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

About the Practice Papers for Grammar, Punctuation  

and Spelling

The tests are written to cover the content domain of the Key Stage 2 English 

grammar, punctuation and spelling test framework for the National Curriculum 

tests from 2016 (Standards & Testing Agency, 2015). The tests as a whole provide 

complete coverage of the content domain. 

There are six papers in total: three assessing grammar, punctuation and vocabulary 

strategies (as per Paper 1: questions from the National Tests) and three assessing 

spelling (as per Paper 2 : spelling from the National Tests). 

The tests are intended for use during the spring and summer terms of Year 6 in 

preparation for the National Tests. Test demand increases within each test, as in 

the National Tests, so initial questions are easier than those towards the end of 

each test. 

How to use the Practice Papers

Preparation and timings

1  Help your child prepare for each paper by simulating test conditions.

2  Ensure your child is seated appropriately in front of the paper they are 

going to work on.

3  Your child will need pens or pencils and erasers. 

4  There are no time limits for the tests but you should be guided by the timings 

of the actual tests in relation to the number of marks available. Help  with 

reading may be given using the same rules as when providing a reader with 

the Key Stage 2 tests.
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INTRODUCTION

Spelling task: Introduce your child to the test by telling them that you will read 

out each sentence including the missing word. You will then say the missing word. 

Finally, you will repeat the whole sentence.

•  Your child will need to write the missing words in the spaces on their answer sheets.

•  Your child should make their best attempts at the spelling, even for words that 

may be unfamiliar.

•  The full scripts for the spelling tests are provided in the answer section  

which can be found in a pull-out section in the middle of this book.

Supporting children during the tests

Before the tests, explain to your child that each test is an opportunity to show what 

they know, 

understand and can do

. They should try to answer all the questions 

but should not worry if there are some they can’t do.

Many children will be able to work independently in the tests, with minimal 

support. However, children should be encouraged to ‘have a go’ at a question, or 

to move on to a fresh question if they appear to be stuck. If they have time at 

the end of the test, they can come back to questions they have missed out.

Marking the tests

Use the mark scheme and your own judgement to award marks. Do not award half 

marks. Note that a number of questions in each test may require children to do 

more than one thing for one mark. The mark scheme provides clear guidance in 

the allocation of marks to support consistent marking of the tests.

It is useful for your child to mark their own test questions from time to time. Your 

child can look at the test sheets and mark them as you read out the question and 

answer. You will need to check that your child is marking accurately. 

This approach

 

also provides an opportunity to recap on any questions that your child found 

difﬁcult to answer.

Further guidance on marking is available on page 60.

Keep track of your child’s score using the table on the inside back cover of this book.
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Total for  

this page

/
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TEST 1  PAPER 1: QUESTIONS

Name: Class: Date:

Total marks:

  /

50

Test 1, Paper 1: questions

1

  Circle the words that should have capital letters in the  

sentence below.

Each year in april, we take gifts to our grandparents in

scotland for their birthdays.

2

  Tick one box in each row to show whether the sentence is a 

statement or a command.

Sentence Statement Command

Today, the train will leave earlier than 

usual.

Tomorrow, go to your grandma’s after 

school.

Yesterday, we climbed a tree. 

Bring your sports kit for the match this 

afternoon.

3

  Circle the relative pronoun in the sentence below.

The new girl who started our school today is coming to our house 

later.

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark
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1 mark


7

TEST 1  PAPER 1: QUESTIONS

1 mark

/

 3

4

 Which preposition can complete both sentences?

Write the preposition in the box below.

I travel 

 

home to school on the bus each day.

You must follow the treasure hunt clues 

 

the start 

to the ﬁnish. 

word: 

5

  What is the grammatical term for the underlined word?

Anita’s idea was interesting but impossible. 

 Tick one.

noun 

adjective 

adverb 

preposition 

6

  Underline the longest possible noun phrase in the  

sentence below. 

Have you seen the new climbing frame in the playground? 

1 mark

1 mark
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