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Reading is the world of dreams. When you start reading, you leave this distant world full of hatred, malice, and ignorance. To another world where you learn about the lives of those who came before you and gain experience, immersing yourself in a sea of knowledge.

Experience the true feelings of love from love novels While writing is the magic that allows you to go out and wander in your depths and express it in a few words. 

I have loved reading since I was very young. It started with picture books and then storybooks.  Kalila wa Dimna was the enchanting book I lived with and through. 

And when I learned to write, I would write down simple sentences that I liked from any book I read. As my ideas, knowledge, and experience increased over the years, I decided to express what was on my mind, and this resulted in my first book. 

But I didn't have enough money to publish it and decided to keep it in the office archives. Until I became aware of self-publishing and distribution available on the Internet.

The dream was renewed, the desire to publish my book increased, and my journey began on the best free platforms. After publishing eight books and distributing them across all publishing platforms I decided to share my experience with self-publishing and the five most important platforms I've actually used with my sisters, fellow book lovers, and aspiring writers with my friends. 

I hope you like this guide.

Chapter One 

Many writers and authors face difficulties in publishing their books due to the high costs of publishing and marketing, especially with a nonexistent publishing budget.

These challenges extend beyond traditional publishing to include every stage of the process, from editing to distribution. The ideal and magical solution is free self-publishing.

If you lack the funds for traditional publishing, you face significant challenges in turning your manuscripts into published books. These difficulties extend beyond the hurdles of traditional publishing to include every stage of the process, from editing to distribution.

Thanks to self-publishing, the dream of turning your manuscripts into published books has become a reality. Self-publishing is the process where an author handles every step of the publishing process themselves, from writing and design to marketing and distribution. Through self-publishing platforms, you can reach millions of readers worldwide.

This book exploring their features and drawbacks so you can make an informed decision and choose the platform that is right for you and can help you generate profit.

So, the most important question is:

How can I publish an e-book for free?

There are many websites and platforms that help authors publish their manuscripts for free, including Google Play, Amazon Kindle, and Draft2Digital. 

This book provides a comprehensive review of the self-publishing platforms, with a complete guide that explains the process from the beginning of registration to selling books and profiting from them.

what are the requirements for publishing an e-book on these sites?

	The book must be original and not copied or taken from another book; it must be exclusive.


	The content must be well-formatted, well-written, and of good quality.


How much does it cost to publish an e-book?

You are now fully aware of the self-publishing journey, from turning your idea into a manuscript, to reaching millions of readers and, finally, to making profits. The Amazon KDP platform not only gives you the opportunity, but the complete freedom to be a writer, publisher, and marketer of your work.

Don't let your ideas get stuck in your mind, and don't wait for approval from traditional publishing houses. This is your chance to turn your dream into reality. Get started now, sign up for Amazon Kindle, and publish your first book for free. Your path to success starts with one click.
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What is Draft2Digital?

	Simply put, Draft2Digital is a self-publishing platform that acts as an intermediary between the author and major global stores. Instead of the author having to upload and format their book separately for each store (such as Amazon Kindle, Apple Books, Kobo, etc.), they can upload their manuscript once on D2D, and it handles the rest.


How to register on the Draft2Digital website?

Registration is completely free using your email or a Google account.

How does it specifically help young writers?

	Solving the "Zero Upfront Cost" Problem: This is the biggest advantage for writers who don't have a budget. Draft2Digital charges absolutely no fees for creating or distributing books. Their business model is based on a profit-sharing system.


	No registration fees: You can create an account for free.


	No conversion and formatting fees: You can upload your manuscript in a simple Word (.docx) file, and the platform will automatically convert it into a professional e-book (ePub), creating a copyright page, an interactive table of contents, and professional chapter formatting.


	No distribution fees: Your book is distributed to the stores you choose for free.


	Free ISBN: The platform provides a free ISBN (International Standard Book Number) for each version of your book (e-book or print), which is a costly expense if you were to buy it yourself.


How does the platform make a profit?

Draft2Digital takes a small commission (around 10%) from the book's sale price. The stores (like Amazon) take their share (ranging from 30-70%), and the rest is your net profit. This means you don't pay anything until you start making actual sales.

What are the advantages of the Draft2Digital platform?

	Wide Distribution and Global Reach: Instead of limiting your book to one store, D2D gives you access to a global audience through a vast network of digital stores and libraries, including:


	Amazon Kindle

	Apple Books

	Barnes & Noble

	Kobo

	Scribd


	Overdrive (a major distributor for public libraries, which means your book can reach readers through borrowing)


And many other stores worldwide.

	This saves you a tremendous amount of time and effort and ensures your work reaches a wider segment of readers.


	Print on Demand (POD) Service: In addition to e-books, D2D offers a print-on-demand service for paperback books. This means:


	No need to print inventory: You don't need to pay thousands of dollars to print 500 or 1000 copies in advance and store them.


	Automatic printing and shipping: When a reader orders a paperback copy of your book through one of the stores, the platform prints a single copy and ships it directly to the customer, then adds your profits to your account.


	Professional paperback formatting: The platform also helps you design and format the paperback version professionally and ready for printing.


	Simple and Free Marketing Tools: D2D understands that marketing is the biggest challenge for independent writers, so it provides useful tools to help them.


	Universal Book Links (UBLs): The platform creates a single smart link for your book.


When any reader clicks on it, they are automatically directed to their preferred store in their country (Amazon, Apple, Kobo, etc.).

This makes it easy for you to share a single link in your social media marketing campaigns.

	Books2Read platform (a D2D affiliate) that showcases all your books, your biography, and links to your social media accounts.


	Promotional tools: The platform helps you automatically add pages at the end of your book, such as an "


	About the Author" page,

	a list of your other books,  

	a teaser chapter from your upcoming book, which encourages the reader to follow you and buy more of your work.


Important Frequently Asked Questions

I don't have money to print the book?

Draft2Digital offers a Print on Demand (POD) service with no upfront costs.

I don't know how to format an e-book?

The Draft2Digital platform provides automatic professional conversion and formatting from a Word file.

How do I get a free ISBN?

A free ISBN is provided for each version of the book.

I don't know how to market my book in global stores?

The Draft2Digital platform distributes the book to dozens of global stores with a single click.

I don't have experience in e-book marketing?

Draft2Digital offers simple and free tools like UBL links and author pages.

How does Draft2Digital help writers reach a global audience for free?

	The Draft2Digital website is considered a leading platform that facilitates independent authors to publish their e-books. 

	Draft2Digital acts as a central distributor. The author uploads their book once, and the site then takes on the task of distributing it to a wide network of global e-book stores and libraries.

	This saves the author time and effort and ensures their book reaches the largest possible number of readers around the world, such as through Amazon, Apple, Kobo, and Barnes & Noble.


	The site provides a single link for the book. When this link is clicked, the reader is automatically directed to the appropriate e-book store in their country, which simplifies the purchasing process.


How do I protect my published e-book from free downloads?

	Solving the problem of piracy and intellectual property rights: No platform can completely eliminate piracy, but Draft2Digital contributes to protecting authors' rights through:


	The distribution system: When a book is distributed to several platforms, it becomes difficult for book pirates to provide a unified copy for all platforms.


	Protection of author's rights: The site's service contract states that the author remains the sole owner of the intellectual property rights to their work.


	This gives the author complete control over their book and protects it from any unauthorized use.


	Draft2Digital is a very powerful tool that enables any talented writer to turn their manuscript into a globally published book (both e-book and paperback) and begin building their literary career without any financial obstacle.


It offers a set of innovative solutions.

	The automated formatting tools provided by the site are among its most notable features. An author can upload their book file (even in Microsoft Word format), and the system will automatically convert and format it, making it ready for publication as an e-book. This free service saves the author the cost of hiring designers and editors and ensures that the book appears professional on all devices.


	Draft2Digital also offers simple but effective marketing tools, including:


	Universal Book Links (UBLs): It creates author pages.


	Author Pages: The site provides dedicated pages for authors where they can display their books and add links to their websites and social media accounts, which helps in building their brand.


	Sales Analytics: The site provides a dashboard that shows detailed reports on book sales in each store, allowing the author to understand their book's performance and identify new markets to focus on.


	In addition to the above, the Draft2Digital website operates on a unique business model: it does not charge any upfront fees to authors. 

	Instead, the site takes a small percentage of the profits (usually 10-15%) after the book is sold, which means the site only profits when the author profits, making it a true partner in the author's success.


	The Draft2Digital (D2D) platform is an excellent and wonderful solution for talented young writers who face the obstacle of financial costs and marketing, and it serves as a gateway that opens the doors to global publishing for them 


without the need for capital. It facilitates many obstacles for writers to reach a global audience.

What are the advantages of the Draft2Digital platform?

	No Fees: This is the biggest advantage for authors who don't have a budget. Draft2Digital charges absolutely no fees for creating or distributing books. Their business model is based on a royalty share.

	File Conversion: You can upload your manuscript in a simple Word (.docx) file, and the platform will automatically convert it into a professional e-book, with a copyright page, an interactive table of contents, and professional chapter formatting—all for free.

	Free Distribution: Your book is distributed to the stores you choose for free.

	Free ISBN: The platform provides a free ISBN for each version of your book, which is expensive to purchase yourself.

	Wide Distribution and Global Reach: Instead of limiting your book to one store, D2D allows you to reach a global audience through a vast network of digital stores and libraries, including: 	Amazon Kindle

	Apple Books

	Barnes & Noble

	Kobo

	Scribd

	Overdrive (a major distributor for public libraries, which means your book can be accessed by readers through borrowing).

	And many other stores worldwide. This saves you a tremendous amount of time and effort and ensures your work reaches a wider segment of readers.



	Print on Demand (POD): In addition to e-books, D2D offers a print-on-demand service for paperback books. This means: 	No need for inventory: You don't need to pay thousands of dollars to print and store 500 or 1000 copies in advance.

	Automated printing and shipping: When a reader orders a physical copy of your book through one of the stores, the platform prints a single copy and ships it directly to the customer, then adds your royalties to your account.

	Professional formatting: The platform also helps you design and format the paperback version professionally, ready for printing.



	Free and Simple Marketing Tools: D2D understands that marketing is the biggest challenge for independent authors, so it provides useful tools to help them: 	Universal Book Links (UBLs): The platform creates a single smart link for your book. When any reader clicks on it, they are automatically directed to their preferred store in their country (Amazon, Apple, Kobo, etc.). This makes it easy for you to share one link in your social media marketing campaigns.

	Free Author Page: You can create a dedicated author page on the Books2Read platform (owned by D2D) that displays all your books, your biography, and links to your social media accounts.

	Promotional Tools: The platform helps you automatically add pages to the end of your book, such as an "About the Author" page, a list of your other books, or even a teaser chapter from your next book, which encourages readers to follow you and buy more of your work.




Drawbacks of Draft2Digital

	Limited Edits: You can only edit your book once every 90 days, so you must not make a mistake the first time.

	Paid Edits: If you try to make an edit before the specified period, you need to purchase an ISBN, as it is only available for free after 90 days.


	Both sites are excellent and wonderful solutions for talented young authors who face the obstacle of financial costs and marketing. Both act as a gateway that opens the doors to global publishing without the need for capital.

	If you want to specialize and make your book rare and available only in a specific place, which increases the chances of high sales and price, choose Amazon Kindle.

	If you want your book to be widespread on the internet, choose Draft2Digital because it acts as an intermediary between authors and publishing platforms, including Amazon Kindle.

	You can reach a global audience with either of them for free.
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Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) is a tool that makes the dream of turning your ideas into a book that millions of people can read a reality. It is considered one of the most important self-publishing platforms in the world.

How to Publish on Amazon

Simply upload your manuscript and book cover, and Amazon will handle the selling and distribution. Most importantly, you retain all your rights and have full control over your book's price and royalties.

What are the advantages of self-publishing on Amazon Kindle (KDP)?

	No Registration Fee: You can create an account for free.

	Easy File Upload: You can upload your manuscript in a simple Word (.docx) file, and the platform will automatically convert it into a professional e-book (ePub) for free.

	Free ISBN: The platform provides a free ISBN (International Standard Book Number) for each version of your book (electronic or print), which would be expensive to purchase on your own.

	Access to a Huge Audience: Amazon gives you direct access to millions of readers worldwide, which significantly increases the chances of selling your book. You do not need a literary agent or a traditional publisher.

	Full Control: You are in complete control of your book. You can set the price, design the cover, write the description, and make changes at any time. This flexibility is not available with traditional publishing.

	Higher Royalties: You can earn up to 70% of the book's sale price, which is a much higher percentage than what traditional publishers offer (often between 5% and 15%).

	Free and Fast Publishing: There are no costs to publish on Amazon KDP. You can upload your book in minutes, and it becomes available for sale within just 24 to 48 hours.

	Print on Demand (POD): Amazon allows you to print physical copies of your book without having to pay for printing costs upfront. The book is only printed when a customer orders it, which eliminates the risks of inventory and storage.


Drawbacks of self-publishing on Amazon Kindle (KDP)

	You Do All the Work: You are responsible for everything: writing, editing, proofreading, and design.

	Intense Competition: The Amazon marketplace is crowded with millions of books. It can be difficult to make your book stand out amid this massive competition, especially in popular categories.

	Marketing Difficulties: As an independent author, you do not have a marketing team to promote your book. You must learn digital marketing strategies yourself, which can be time-consuming and challenging.

	Editing and Design Quality: Readers can easily spot books that have not undergone professional proofreading or design, which negatively affects sales and reviews.

	Sales Restrictions: If you enroll in the KDP Select program to maximize promotional benefits, your book will be exclusively available on Amazon, and you will not be able to sell it on any other platform for 90 days.


––––––––
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	Free Author Page: You can create a dedicated profile page for yourself on the12 Free Amazon Features to Help Authors Succeed

	Do you dream of publishing your book and reaching millions of readers without a traditional publisher? Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP) is the top choice for millions of authors worldwide. While it requires effort, Amazon provides a wide range of free tools and features that simplify every step of the publishing process, from formatting to marketing.







	Here are 12 free features that Amazon offers to help you build a successful career as an independent author.







	1. Book Creation and Formatting Tools



You don't need complex software or professional designers to start your journey.







Kindle Create:


	You can use this free tool to convert your manuscript into publish-ready EPUB and MOBI files. It also offers free manuscript templates to simplify the formatting process.



Cover Creator:


	If you don't have the budget for a  professional cover design,

	You can use this free Amazon tool to design a basic yet appealing cover for your book.

	2. Performance and Sales Analysis Tools

	Amazon doesn't leave you on your own after you publish; it gives you tools to monitor your book's performance.





KDP Dashboard: 



	This provides you with detailed, real-time  statistics on your book sales and earnings, giving you a clear overview of your book's performance and helping you make smart marketing decisions.





"Look Inside" Feature:



	This allows readers to preview a portion of your book for free before buying it, which encourages them to make a purchase with confidence.



3. Promotional and Visibility Tools


	When you enroll in the KDP Select program, you can benefit from these powerful promotional features.





Kindle Countdown Deals 



	You can discount your book for a limited time, and a countdown timer will appear next to the price to encourage urgent sale





Free Book Promotion 



	This feature allows you to offer your book for free for up to 5 days every 90 days. This increases the number of downloads, which improves your book's ranking in Amazon lists and boosts its visibility.  





📌Important Note 



	Enrolling in KDP Select requires you to make your book exclusive to Amazon for 90 days.4



Recommendation Engine and Subscription Services


	These features are among the most important factors for generating passive income and increasing sales in the long term



Amazon's Recommendation Engine


	Amazon's smart algorithm analyzes reader behavior and automatically recommends your book to them based on their interests and browsing history







	This ensures your book reaches a new audience without any extra marketing effort on your part



Kindle Unlimited (KU) 


	When your book is enrolled in this program, subscribers can read it for free in exchange for a monthly fee 

	You earn royalties based on the number of pages subscribers read, providing you with a continuous passive income 


	Kindle Owners' Lending Library (KOLL)



This is a free service for Amazon Prime members, who can borrow one free e-book each month from a select list


	This helps increase your book's reach to a wider audience





Author Branding Tools Amazon 



	Helps you build your professional brand and increase reader trust in your work

	Amazon Author Central 



This is a free platform that allows you to create a detailed biography page and list all of your books in one place 


	You can add photos, videos, and link your page to your personal blog, which increases your credibility



Book Series Feature 


	Amazon allows you to link your books together in a series. 







	This encourages readers to buy the other books in the series, which increases your repeat sales and turns one-time readers into loyal followers





Free Knowledge Base 



	Amazon provides a vast library of articles and FAQs that explain in detail how to use the platform and achieve the best results





Disadvantages of Self-Publishing on Amazon KDP



	Despite the many advantages, it's important to be aware of a few challenges

	The Entire Effort is on You 

	You are responsible for every step

	Writing, editing, proofreading, design, and marketing. Fierce Competition 







	The Amazon marketplace is crowded with millions of books, making it difficult to stand out, especially in popular categories

	Marketing Challenges 

	As an independent author, you don't have a dedicated marketing team. You will have to learn digital marketing strategies yourself





Sales Restrictions



	Enrolling in KDP Select makes your book exclusive to Amazon for 90 days





Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)Q 



Can I publish my book for free entirely?

	A: Yes, the publishing process on Amazon is completely free. However, you may need to pay for additional services like editing or professional cover design if you don't have those skills





Q: What is the difference between KDP and KDP Select 



	A: KDP is the standard publishing program, while KDP Select is an optional program that requires you to make your book exclusive to Amazon for 90 days in exchange for additional promotional features like "Free Promotion" and inclusion in Kindle Unlimited





Q: How are my royalties from Kindle Unlimited calculated 



	A: You are paid based on the number of pages that Kindle Unlimited subscribers read from your book, not on direct sale

	A portion of the global KDP fund is allocated based on this page count





Q: Do I need to have an Amazon Author Central page



	A: Yes, it is highly recommended to create an Amazon Author Central page because it increases your credibility and helps readers discover all of your work in one place


	Consistency is the Key to Success Self-publishing isn't just about releasing one book. True success comes from consistent writing and publishing. The more books you have on Amazon, the greater your chances of earning a steady and continuous income.







	Now that you're fully aware of the most important features available to you, are you ready to start your journey as an independent author 
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