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Note to the Reader

COA4 contains repeated material from COA 1, the first of the previous modules, mostly in the teacher edition, for the benefit of those who may begin the study with this module. For more details of material included in the introduction and back matter please refer to COA 1. Links to the appendix section containing simple endnote source citations or references will be notated alphabetically in the introductory materials and numerically in the main text. (for example: Stephen Hawkinga or Hammurabi1) Because some material is for teachers only, some outline points are omitted from the student edition. The student edition is still continuous, though it does not include as much material.

Endnotes are accessed by hyperlinks.

If there is no letter or number, the link connects to a different appendix section, such as excerpts from Antidisestablishmentarianism or our Elk Jerky for the Soul blog. In any case, readers can link back from the reference/appendix sections to the place in the text where they left off. Sometimes when the text refers to the same section multiple times (example: Ch. 14: What Is the Scientific Evidence? is referenced multiple times throughout the text) there will not be a hyperlink, just a written direction to see that appendix section for more information.

When clicking on a hyperlink, touch or place the mouse on or in a character, not in a space between letters or words, to ensure the hyperlink works correctly.

This work includes three types of material:

1. Our own statements

(This is the majority of the book.)

2. The Scriptures

These will appear in italic font. If no version is listed it is the King James Version.

3. Other sources.

[image: img3.jpg]
Fragment of Jubilees from Qumran Public Domain image

Quotes from other sources vary wildly in accuracy and reliability. One example of highly reliable material outside of the Bible is the Book of Jubilees. Source for Jubilees Authoritya The Coptic Church regards the Book of Jubilees as inspired Scripture. Among the Dead Sea Scrolls are twenty-one copies of the Book of Jubilees. Our position is that the Book of Jubilees is not inspired. It contains errors. Note the testimony from Epiphaneus, a bishop of Salamis (A.D. 310-403?), referenced below.

Epiphaneus does not introduce the material from Jubilees as scripture, and Jubilees is not among the biblical books he names in his treatise Measures and Weights; but the information in the Book of Jubilees was reliable enough for him to use in refuting a sect that attributed a different origin and nature to Seth.

He also reproduces Jubilees connection between the twenty-two works of creation until the Sabbath and the twenty-two generations until Jacob.

With Byzantine historians, Josephus and Jubilees were regularly cited together, since, in the scope and the material treated, the two works were parallel.

An example at the other extreme is the Epic of Gilgamesh. We refer to it because at the time of this writing it is considered to be the worlds oldest written document. Its only true purpose was to deify man and support the local tyrant. It is mostly erroneous, sometimes dangerous, and is difficult to read and understand. Still, the Epic of Gilgamesh contains some useful information. The multiple extant versions of the Epic of Gilgamesh contain considerable variations. While there are fragments of the Epic of Gilgamesh dating back to the beginning of the second millennia, maybe even the third millennia, BC, the most complete extant copy is a Babylonian version found in the 7th century BC library of the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal. This is the version we use. It is also the most common version, since it is the oldest complete version.

When Noahs family left the Ark they passed on the true history of mankind to their descendants. Every culture, therefore, was originally founded on accurate information. The various historical accounts included in this work still contain some accurate information. We begin each point with the information taught by the appropriate Scripture passages. That is followed by additional evidence to support the Scriptural teachings. This additional evidence includes various records as well as archeological and geological evidence.

Teacher manual only
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The Book of Jasher needs special explanation. One reviewer stated that the Book of Jasher is not authentic. What is being cited is an 18th century forgery This reviewers error concerning the Book of Jasher is, sadly, widespread and accepted by many otherwise very well-educated believers. If you are concerned about this error, then please examine the article in the References, Footnotes, Expanded Study and Appendix Materials (near the end of the book) on the Book of Jasher.b

Many ancient Jewish sources are quoted, including Philo, Josephus, the Sedar Olam, the Book of Jubilees, the Book of the Bee, the Cave of Treasures, the first Book of Enoch, various Talmuds and Midrashes, and the Book of Jasher. Many non-Jewish sources are also quoted. The Jewish books are from the Second Century AD or older. None of them are inspired by God and all contain errors. Sources quoted in these modules support positions in the Word of God. There is little value in extensive study of any of these works, but they are documented in case you wish to examine them. They are all based on older works and accurately record older Jewish traditions.
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I. Introduction
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A. The History of Civilization

1. What is the History of Civilization?

The History of Civilization is the record of man either yielding to Gods will for His glory or struggling to rebel against God. Beginning with the introductory book Antidisestablishmentarianism, this is the thesis of the entire Conflict of the Ages series.

Nonreligious history does not exist. All history is religious. We either choose to follow the revealed religion of Jesus Christ or we rebel against the Creator. The forms of this rebellion vary greatly. At this time, the majority of Western culture chooses to rebel against God with the religion of Secular Humanism.

Here is the secular assertion. 

If the time span of our planet-now estimated at some five billion years-were telescoped into a single year, the first eight months would be devoid of any life. The next two months would be taken up with plant and very primitive animal forms, and not until well into December would any mammals appear. In this year members of Homo erectus, the best known species of near men would mount the global stage only between 10 and 11 P.M. on December 31.

The university-level history textbook Civilization Past and Presentc opens with this gratuitous assertion. It assumes and asserts that uniformitarianism is a fact. It then uses that assumption to define history.

History is the record of the past actions of mankind, based upon surviving evidence. The historian uses this evidence to reach conclusions which he believes are valid.

This second assumption is only valid if you understand that the most reliable evidence is the Word of God. Otherwise the only standard for determining what is valid evidence is the author. The author then determines what is significant out of the available valid evidence. History then becomes either the personal opinion of the individual author or the collective opinion of those editing the work.

2. The boundaries or limits to the Conflict of the Ages series.

a. It is written as a textbook series to fulfill academic requirements.

Writing style and vocabulary are designed for an average 10th grade student. It is based on the principles and perspective of the Bible. It includes many cultures and literature which are neither Hebrew nor Christian. These works only include what gives the greatest glory to God or demonstrates significant rebellion against the principles of God as revealed in His Word.

b. The amount of material is suitable for students.. 

Parents and teachers may reduce any section or any material at their discretion. A lack of information would be very difficult for parents and teachers to research to fill in the gaps during the course of a school year. It is the intent of this series to be thorough and complete. Therefore, the text has more material than the average 10th grade student can use in a year.

c. History, vocabulary and literature are combined

The oldest known literature was written hundreds of years after the Flood. This includes Egyptian works composed in hieroglyphics and documents in Mesopotamian cuneiform. Both of these alphabets were in use for more than a thousand years, so the exact time period can be difficult to determine. The Indus script of the Harappan culture (Indus Valley) is from the same time period, but it is still undeciphered.

d. This work is filtered by what we believe

The previous seven works, including the four parts of Antidisestablishmentarianism, and the first three modules of the Conflict of the Ages series are filtered by what we believe.

All books are filtered by the beliefs of the authors. Unlike the average history textbook, the Conflict of the Ages series puts our foundational beliefs in writing. These are spelled out in the prologue to this entire series, the book Antidisestablishmentarianism.

3. Antidisestablishmentarianism
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Clicking on the title of this subpoint takes you to the appendix Excerpts from Antidisestablishmentarianism. Following are a few brief quotes.

The Magna Carta opens with the words, In the first place we grant to God and confirm by this our present charter for ourselves and our heirs in perpetuity that the English Church is to be free and to have all its rights fully and its liberties entirely. The concept that the English Church is to be free became the basis for the first amendment of US Constitution Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...

The United States Supreme Court has held that secular humanism is a religion. Belief in evolution is a central tenet of that religion. (Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia in Edwards v Aguillard, US Supreme Court 1987). 

Secular Humanism is Americas established religion. Those who oppose this establishment of religion such as ourselves are disestablishmentarians. Those in positions of political power, especially in academic positions of power, are fighting to keep their power and privilege. These are antidisestablishmentarians; hence the title of our book.

Antidisestablishmentarianism is the introduction to the Conflict of the Ages series. 
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B. The Tools of the Historian

1. Education
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Scientific history … is that the method that we use … something akin to the scientific method. It is based on at least three characteristics … The first is to establish that the evidence is reliable. The second is making certain that the analysis being made is logical. And third, the analysis must lead to a generalization that is based on rational argument. Romila Tharpar

Education means that you do not have to personally experience something for it to be true. You can rely on the observation and experiences of others to learn things. You cannot personally experience everything that has ever taken place or been done. You do not need to personally experience poison, a fall from a cliff, or an explosion to understand that each of these can be deadly. This understanding of education is widely accepted and seldom questioned.

The foundation of Scientific History is education. George Washingtons inauguration took place on April 30, 1789. No one alive today was there, but no truly educated person questions that this event took place. It is documented and verified. We learned about George Washingtons inauguration through education.

Yet for some inexplicable reason, when we change from the word education to the phrase an eyewitness account, this same concept of education is completely ignored by the true believers in the new religion of science. By changing the word education, which they put their faith and trust in, to eyewitness, they vehemently deny the exact same process. That is reading, an eyewitness account to George Washingtons inauguration is an education. But the same people deny that reading an eyewitness account to a crime is an equally valid education. They distort the very definition of terms.

Because the denials are so vehement, widespread and confusing, we need a brief explanation. Every year professionals and academics write millions of papers. We have to trust that these papers are honest, follow scientific methods, and prove what they intend to prove. We are not present at the experiments. The written records of these peer-reviewed papers provide us with an education. We were not present and did not contribute to these observations and experiments. So this is the proper use of the word education. There is very little or no disagreement with this simple definition of the word education.

But when anyone points out that these same people writing these papers, doing research, and performing experiments are scientific eyewitnesses, then an avalanche of complaints descend upon us. Like the proper use of the word education, this is also the proper use of the word eyewitness. These professional eyewitnesses are providing us with an education.

Two justifications exist for such serious complaints against eyewitness accounts. 

a. The first is a premeditated and deliberate misuse of the word eyewitness. Police cadets are taught not to accept eyewitness accounts because they are unreliable. But every single person testifying in a trial is an eyewitness. Crime Scene Investigators, in whom we all place so much faith and trust, are eyewitnesses. The doctors providing expert testimony are eyewitnesses.

The important part of understanding the word eyewitness is the quality of the eyewitness testimony. A witness in shock at a crime scene during the commission of a crime is an unreliable eyewitness. But this is not the only type of eyewitness. A CSI is a very reliable eyewitness. Professionals giving expert testimony are limited to the evidence they examined and their area of expertise. But within those confines they are the best eyewitnesses. So the historian must evaluate the quality of the eyewitness testimony, not reject it before evaluating it.

b. The second is the important reason for the deliberate misuse of the word. Eyewitness accounts of history do not match up with what secular humanists (uniformitarians) want you to believe about history. 
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Chinese oracle bones, the Mayan Popol Vuh, Cuneiform clay tablets of the Sumerian/Akkadian period, Egyptian hieroglyphics, and Sanskrit documents such as the Laws of Manu all support a general culture and chronology similar to what is recorded in the Bible.

2. Types of Material used as Sources

a. Written documents vs. oral traditions

It is critically important that scientific history knows the quality of the sources relied on. Oral sources have been respected as reliable eyewitnesses. In US courts, oral testimony is actually preferred over written testimony. Written documents are often read in at the time of the trial.

The Exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt is told in the Bible as a straightforward, factual, historical event. Charlton Heston, in his narration of the picturesque Bible video series, presents the Bible as part of the oral tradition in storytelling as if teachings passed on orally were understood to be less accurate or reliable and therefore merely legends and myths. Socrates, in Platos Dialogue Phaedrus,e actually believes that the combined memory of a societys oral traditions are more accurate and reliable than documents written by individuals.

Theuth [Thoth] … was the inventor of many arts, … but his great discovery was the use of letters. … Thammus [the god Ammon] was the king of … Egypt; …To him came Theuth … desiring that the other Egyptians might be allowed to have the benefit of [his inventions]; … when they came to letters, This, said Theuth, will make the Egyptians wiser and give them better memories; … Thamus replied: … you … attribute to them a quality which they cannot have; for this … will create forgetfulness in the learners souls, … they will trust to the external written characters … This is an aid not to memory, but to reminiscence, … not truth, but only the semblance of truth; they will be hearers of many things and will have learned nothing; they will appear to be omniscient and will generally know nothing; they will be tiresome company, having the show of wisdom without the reality. (These quotes are repeated in abbreviated form in the image below.)
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Image by Mary C. Findley of the gods Thammus/Amun and Theuth/Thoth from Illustrated Antidisestablishmentarinism with abbreviated quotes in the text above.

Plutarch,f in his discourse on the life of Lycurgus and his rule over Sparta (the Lacedaemonians) in ancient Greece, expresses the belief that only oral tradition can fix the law more firmly in the mind.

None of his laws were put into writing by Lycurgus, indeed, one of the so-called rhetras forbids it. For he thought that if the most important and binding principles which conduce to the prosperity and virtue of a city were implanted in the habits and training of its citizens, they would remain unchanged and secure, having a stronger bond than compulsion in the fixed purposes imparted to the young by education, which performs the office of a law-giver for every one of them.

There is considerable disagreement about whether the Scriptures were in some part orally communicated before being written down. Even if they were, it does not make them less authoritative or reliable. Socrates may not be entirely justified in discounting the value of written records but he reinforces the point that oral communication of history does not make it unreliable or inaccurate. Memorizing and passing on history demands great discipline and does not result in a form of the childs game gossip.

b. Geology, geography, and artifacts

The geology immediately after the Flood was drastically different from the geology today. 

The Conflict of the Ages Part Three The Flood and The Ice Age includes details. Geology is often used by uniformitarians as evidence for their mythical timeline. However, after the Ice Age, geology has little bearing on the history of civilization. 

Geography is an important aspect of culture and helps explain much of history. However, ancient history had considerably different geography from what we have today. For example, the Sahara desert was at one time a vast savanna. Northern Siberia was inhabited by millions of mammals. Rivers have changed course. The sea level fell then rose again. Deserts have expanded. All of these are important factors in the rise and fall of civilizations.

Secular uniformitarians use artifacts to rewrite history. They place more value on artifacts than oral traditions and written documents combined. While artifacts can be very important, they must be handled with great care. Artifacts by themselves are not history.

3. Accuracy

The key issue is the accuracy, truth, honesty, and importance or significance of the information. If the information is correct, the method of transmission is not important. So how can we know if the information is both accurate and significant? The mantra of many historians is chronology is the backbone of history.
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The well-known stele of Hammurabisg Law Code (pictured above) teaches us dating is not as certain as Secularists would have us believe. It was originally dated to be from the 12th century BC. Within a year that changed to the 25th century BC. Now it now assumed that it was made around 17oo BC.

In A.D. 1901-1902 a French team excavating in Susa, one of the ancient capitals of Elam, then Persia, now modern Iran, discovered pieces of a basalt stele. It was completely reconstructed and now sits in the Louvre in Paris, France. The head of the French team, M. de Morgan, used the surroundings where it was found to date the stele, the now famous Law Code of Hammurabi, to around 1100-1200 BC.

Excavating in Nippur at the same time was an American/German team headed by the German-born American Hermann Hilprecht. Nippur is in ancient Mesopotamia, an area ruled over by the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Ottoman Turks, and is now modern Iraq. They found a kings list with the name Hammurabi on it. This list made Hammurabi a ruler in the 24th century BC. Hermann Hilprecht immediately (January 1903) proclaimed in a lecture at the University of Pennsylvania that the Hammurabi stele was the oldest law code ever found.

A book entitled The Oldest Code of Laws in the World by Hammurabi, King of Babylon, was immediately published in early 1903 and is available as an ebook through Project Gutenberg. It proclaims that Hammurabi ruled from 2285-2242 B.C. The forward is by C.H.W. Johns, M.A., of Cambridge. The book was printed in Edinburgh.

Since 1903, several other Sumerian kings lists were discovered. A rather brief but thorough article in the Roman Catholic online encyclopedia New Adventg describes the major positions mainstream archaeologists take on the time Hammurabi actually ruled. Most 21st-century archaeologists hold to some type of a middle position, that Hammurabi ruled around 1700 B.C.

Uncertain, or even worse, fabricated chronology, is not the standard of accuracy on which to base all of human history. The One Who created the Universe was the only flawless observer. He has communicated accurately to us. This is the true scientific approach. God has left us with physical evidence to examine. That evidenceh will lead us to honestly conclude that the earth is much less than one million years old.

Our touchstone of truth is the Word of God. The Conflict of the Ages series includes worldwide literature, geology, physics, biology, archaeology, and art, which give the greatest possible glory to God or point out the most significant rebellion against Him.

One well-known source which needs special mention is Wikipedia.i We cite one example of the kinds of problems with Wikipedia in COA3, Point VI. Material Results of the Flood, D. Radiohalos, 3. The Uniformitarian Answer? This is a Wikipedia article which calls Creation Science a pseudoscience. We document how their false charge cannot stand.

It is also true that all scholarly sources are always in a state of flux. The Wikipedia article we use as an example in the above link accurately quotes an incorrect peer-reviewed article. In the example we cite, Wikipedia chose to accurately quote an incorrect article because it stated what that author wanted to believe.

You are responsible to understand what is and what is not true. When you are educated well enough to understand the methods used to determine what is and what is not accurate, then Wikipedia will be a very valuable resource. It is filled with very simple, basic information and definitions which are accurate enough for most general use. Even though Wikipedia contains errors and changes, so do all sources. All major respected sources contain errors.

Wikipedia is a very good starting point with its citations. Even when you realize that the information and conclusions in the main article are inaccurate, you can read the source articles and begin a search using those sources. If you do not learn what you need to know from those sources, they should cite their sources and you can continue your search through their citations.
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Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the Glory of God. (I Corinthians 10:31)
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C. It Escapes Their Notice

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation. For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. (2 Peter 3:3-6, NASB)

The Conflict of the Ages Series is designed for believers who must live in a world controlled by mockers. These demonically-influenced people are experts at forcing their religion on others. Their religion appeals to human pride. They proudly classify anyone who refuses to accept their religion as ignorant. Point out that their beliefs are a religion and they usually become enraged. 

Our culture indoctrinates into this religion from preschool. This established religion is founded on vast periods of time, often called deep time. People are indoctrinated to accept this as science. Secular Humanism is a religious belief. Though complete and detailed information can expose this religious belief system, we must understand that the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving (2 Corinthians 4:4 NASB). Evidence and information will not persuade these people. They are blinded so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4 NASB). Only God the Spirit can remove this blindness.

Mockers require acceptance of their religious mockery to obtain a PhD, to be offered a job, to hold any position of authority, and in many cases, to even earn enough money to make a living. Like the First Century Jew facing the Pharisees of his day, people today fear to challenge this establishment of religion because they love the praise of men more than pleasing God.

Still, many among the rulers did believe on Him [Jesus Christ]. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; they loved the glory of men more than the glory of God. 
(John 12:42,43 NASB)

We are engaged in a spiritual warfare; a war we didnt choose. Mockers dishonestly proclaim that refusal to believe in their religion is opposition to science. But the Flood and the Ice Age are not issues of science. The scientific evidence supports the Word of God. To give an oversimplified explanation, science is how things work, while religion is why things work. Modern Science has completely rejected this basic definition of science and elevated Science to an all-encompassing religion. Classical science is based on the orderly collection and observation of knowledge. Einsteins quote God does not play dice with the universe defends the foundations of Classical Science, Intelligent Design, and an orderly universe. Stephen Hawking attacked this with the religious Not only does Godj definitely play dice, but He sometimes confuses us by throwing them where they cant be seen.

The order of Classical Science is based on the order found in the Word of God. Isaac Newtons laws of physics (Note that Newton wrote more defending his beliefs in Christianity than he did about physics) and Keplers Laws of Planetary Motion are examples of people professing faith in God who also laid the foundation for entire branches of science (physics and genetics).

Yes, God created the earth for His glory is a religious statement. Just as religious is the statement that the earth came into existence millions of years ago by random chance. It is a religious belief with no verifiable material evidence for support. 

What we see in the world around us today is the material evidence for the Flood. This general revelation, can be compared to the historical record. When compared to any other ancient religious document, the Word of God is the only historical document having a record in chronological order beginning with the creation of the universe. Other ancient documents, such as the Quran, describe the Creation and Flood in pieces interspersed throughout these writings. It is also likely that many of the events in these other documents happened near the end of the Ice Age, hundreds of years after the worldwide Flood. We are simply not capable of distinguishing the difference between a global flood and massive local floods in many writings outside the Bible.

All that remains of these floods are rocks. These rocks are often presented as evidence that the Earth is a certain age. However, rocks do not come with labels saying they formed gradually over millions of years. Neither do they have labels saying they were formed cataclysmically less than five thousand years ago.

[image: img15.jpg]
If the earth is millions of years old, then there is no original sin and no Fall of Man. Without sin and the curse, there is no need for an atonement and no need for the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah.

As Abraham told the rich man in Hades, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead (Luke 16:31). Jesus meant that rejection of the Old Testament Scriptures as historically and scientifically accurate and true leads to rejection of Him. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? (John 5:46,47) If you dont accept the literal accounts of Creation, the Fall, and the Flood, how can you accept the literal account of the death, burial, resurrection, and atonement of Jesus Christ?

But this is not just an interpretation of the Bible in opposition to material evidence. In the appendix at the end of this book you will find What Does the Scientific Evidence Prove? which includes some evidences for a young Earth. This is Chapter Fourteen from Antidisestablishmentarianism. Secular Humanists usually just ignore this evidence. They will say something like, those are the usual young Earth arguments. Theyve already been proven false. Secularists are correct that most of these are the usual young Earth arguments. We are not perfect and can make errors in our own presentation of material. However, our works include many of the usual young Earth arguments because they are in fact correct. Getting a Secular Humanist to carefully examine even one of these points is, sadly, very difficult.

They almost always justify their positions with highly complex circular reasoning. Often they wish to rely on authority (Citing education such as a PhD and years experience in this field as authoritative). But they condemn Christians for relying on the authority of a two-thousand-plus-year-old book. Dr. Larry Vardiman,k PhD in Atmospheric Sciences, spoke of meeting Carl Sagan. He immediately began asking me a series of leading questions about how a well trained scientist such as myself could have confidence in a book written by a bunch of ignorant sheep herders thousands of years before any real science had been discovered. Please notice the hypocrisy. 
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D. The Conflict of the Ages Series

1. The book Antidisestablishmentarianism is the introduction to this series

The main body of the work is divided into four sections: 

a. What Is an Establishment of Religion? 

b. What Is Secular Humanism?

c. What Is Science?

d. What Are the Results of the Establishment of Secular Humanism?

(The fourth section includes suggestions on what we should do about Secular Humanism.)

The four sections of Antidisestablishmentarianism are each available as a separate book. The section titles from the main book are the titles of the serial versions. It is the introduction to the Conflict of the Ages (COA) series. Each student edition is available in individual, numbered units. Teacher manuals each cover three student manuals.

2. COA Part 1 covers origins (Conflict of the Ages Part One: The Scientific History of Origins)

3. COA Part 2 covers the origin of evil and the antediluvian world (Conflict of the Ages Part Two: The Origin of Evil in the World that Was)

4. COA Part 3 covers the Flood and the Ice Age (Conflict of the Ages Part Three: They Deliberately Forgot: The Flood and the Ice Age)

5. Guidelines for all of the books in the Conflict of the Ages series

a. Included sources necessary for a complete study of World History are compared with the Scriptures. These should be used to build discernment about what to accept and what to reject.

Mythology (like the Epic of Gilgamesh) gives insights into cultures and lifestyles of the people of that time and even what the physical world was like.

False religions helped rulers, as the representative or descendant of a god, unify authority. It was the earliest church-state union. In some cases grains of the original truth of the Scriptures (such as the Flood Epic) remained a part of the religion but in corrupted form. 

Historical accounts (like Herodotus) seek to preserve a peoples history and culture in the face of internal divisions or external corruptions or attacks. They may contain errors but sometimes include ancient sources no longer in existence. They can add to the knowledge of the ancient world when compared with other sources. Other ancient documents, especially those of Jewish origin, combine religious teaching with history and other knowledge. 

b. The writing style is what Microsoft Word calls standard. The Flesch reading ease target is approximately 50%. The Flesch-Kincaid reading level is no more than 10th grade for the overall average of any individual module. The similarity in writing style should produce similar values. For COA1, the Flesch reading ease is 54.6%, and the reading level is 9.7. For COA2, the Flesch reading ease is 56.2%, and the reading level is 9.8. For COA3, the Flesch reading ease is 48.4%, and the reading level is 10.8. For COA4, the Flesch reading ease is 0%, and the reading level is 0. For COA5, the Flesch reading ease is 0%, and the reading level is 0. For COA6, the Flesch reading ease is 0%, and the reading level is 0.

c. The amount of material has to be suitable for students to absorb. While we do not pretend that the material is easy, it is written on a level which can be grasped by the average high school student.

d. Hyperlinks connect to more difficult books and articles outside of the main text.

There is a main text with hyperlinks to articles and books found in the References, Footnotes, Expanded Study and Appendix Materials and to reference works outside the main text. There is no attempt keep these expansion articles to the Flesch-Kincaid standards of the main text.

e. The Scriptures are the absolute authority. These other sources can contain valuable knowledge
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