


Praise for Beyond the First Whereas, by Mark Halliwell Smith

“A genuine work of art—absolutely fabulous! I was never a fan of poetry, but Beyond the First Whereas changed that. With wit, depth, and profound insight, the author reveals how poetry can bring deeper meaning to life’s journeys. Every piece—from the copyright notice to LSAT prep—opened new windows of understanding to me. The Dedication moved me and my wife to tears. A truly extraordinary achievement!”

—Marschall I. Smith, former General Counsel
 at Archer-Daniels-Midland Co.

“Beyond the First Whereas is a clever and beautiful presentation of the journey of becoming a lawyer. I have often wondered what the best way is to give students an idea of what their future will be like. This book captures the experience perfectly and elevates the odyssey far beyond anything I have ever read.”

—Laurie L. Levenson, Professor of Law and Chair of 
Ethical Advocacy, and former Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs at Loyola Law School

“This heartwarming collection of poems traces the arc of a legal career, with the precision of a seasoned advocate and the soul of a poet. Beyond the First Whereas is a love letter to the law and those who dare to practice it.”

—Adeeb Sahar, Global Head of Commercial, Corporate
and International Law at 𝕏 (formerly Twitter)
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DEDICATION

To My Co-Counsel in Life

WHEREAS, the nights grew long and cold,
With hospital beeps and whispered fears,
You stood with strength both bright and bold,
And held our world through all the years.

WHEREAS, you loved with fierce resolve,
As Micah ticced, and Mallory coughed,
Each crisis rose, and you evolved—
Woman of steel, a mother wrought.

WHEREAS, the masks and meds and charts
Could never dim your vibrant light,
You gave our girl the kindest parts
Of courage dressed in grief and fight.

WHEREAS, you bore what few could bear,
With purpose keen and eyes held wide,
A lioness whose every care
Was cloaked in love and truth and pride.

NOW, THEREFORE, let this book proclaim:
No verse or law could quite define
The hero’s heart, the sacred flame—
In you, Diane, dear love of mine. 
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PROLOGUE

I always wanted to be a poet, but I could never get past the first “WHEREAS.”

—Anonymous lawyer, sometimes attributed to
Oscar Wilde, Irish author, poet, and playwright

A lawyer spends a career drafting words meant to bind, to clarify, to persuade. But behind every clause is a story, and behind every “WHEREAS” lies a human heart.

This book began as an experiment—to see whether the language of law, rigid and rule-bound, could hold space for humor, reflection, and even grief. Along the way, it became something more: a tribute to the long road through legal education and practice.

At the center of my journey was Diane—my wife, my partner, my guiding light—whose strength and love carried our family through unimaginable trials. Her example taught me that real advocacy isn’t found only in courtrooms or contracts, but in kitchens, ICUs, and long silent nights spent loving a child through pain.

These verses, each beginning with the formalities of legal prose, attempt to bridge two worlds—the logical and the lyrical.

Let the record show: love endures past the first “WHEREAS.”

—Mark Halliwell Smith
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WHEREAS NO. 1

Clause and Effect, Part I

In quiet hours, a dream takes flight,
A lawyer’s heart seeks out the muse,
To weave her words together with a poet’s light,
Yet legal terms seem always to refuse.

In courtrooms bright, where justice stands,
The lawyer argues with precise grace,
But in the heart, with trembling hands,
The poet’s soul longs for a gentler place.

“WHEREAS” begins each line of legal prose,
Binding thoughts as one in structured lines,
Yet in the heart, the yearning grows,
For verses free, where spirit shines.

So, in the quiet of the night,
Between the cases and the pleas,
A lawyer dreams of words that light
The path to poetic reverie. 
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