
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
Onions of Eternity

Smashwords
Edition

by Ilyan Kei
Lavanway

Copyright 2017
Ilyan Kei Lavanway

Published by Ilyan Kei Lavanway
at Smashwords

 


Foreword by
Sonja Lorrigan Hopkins

 


Cover image
courtesy of:


http://www.howtogetridofscarsonface.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/onion-for-acne.jpg

 


This written
work may be freely shared, copied, printed, and distributed for the
enjoyment and edification of everyone.

 


This work is
the sole responsibility of the author and includes the author’s
personal insights. It is not an official publication of any
organization.

 


Dedicated to
the Stake Presidency and my Brethren in the Stake High Council of
the Cadiz Philippines Stake:

 


President
Ricardo Portilla Sombilla

President Eric
Mercado Guillermo

President
Renato Doloyas Sipe

and

Brother Rolando
Mirasol Amarante, Jr

Brother Marwel
Naingue Arnaiz

Brother Alan
Longno Catadman

Brother Mario
Aying Ceniza

Brother Roman
Fermales Felices

Brother Joseph
Blancaflor Geronga

Brother Melvin
Manayon Mata

Brother Manuel
Villareal Nonato

Brother Eduardo
Banay Valero

and

Stake Clerk,
Brother Romeo Barranco Panhilason III

and

Stake Executive
Secretary, Brother Sidro Mata Elivera

 


 Contents

 


Foreword by Sonja Lorrigan Hopkins

Knit Together as One

God is in the Details

Faith Precedes a Miracle

Curtains, Chandeliers, and Mirrors

Onions and Brains

Notes

About the Author

Written Works by Ilyan Kei Lavanway

Connect with Ilyan Kei Lavanway

 


 Foreword

by Sonja
Lorrigan Hopkins

 


“Ilyan Kei Lavanway is an amazing man
I am proud to call my friend. I taught him in seminary when he was
in high school. (I was not aware that he became a licensed pilot in
high school.)

 


“I reconnected with him on
Facebook [during July 2016] and I am deeply grateful for the jewel I
're-discovered'!

 


“I am reading several of his books and
I am amazed at the many insights he shares. His books are not quick
reads to skim through. They are treasures that deserve your time to
ponder and gain insights of your own.

 


“In his writings, Kei combines his passion for flying, and
his knowledge and love of the gospel with knowledge gained from his
masters degree in space study in ways that warm my heart and
stretch my mind.

 


“I encourage you to step into his
world and enjoy the journey!”

 


 Knit
Together as One

 


My Dad had shared with me a few years ago his own observation of
how the lace on the
alters in the temples of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
may represent
the inseparable integration of spaces and kingdoms, but I had
forgotten about it (see Doctrine and Covenants
88:37).

 


In a recent email conversation, he reminded me of that, and
further confirmed my thoughts with his own, that the lace is
also a
testimony of stellar interconnectivity.

 


 God is in
the Details

 


I think there is a lot of symbolism in the details of the
temple structures and decor that teach eternal truths to those
seeking deeper understanding. The Holy Ghost can open our minds to
see what has
been right in
front of us all along. I think the furnishings adorning the temples
are teaching tools and are inspired works of art, not mere
decorations.

 


I had an experience in the
Cebu Philippines Temple along this line of
reasoning. This may be unique to the Cebu Temple, but
surely can be discovered in other ways. I had gone
on a stake high council temple trip for three
days,
the week before Christmas 2016.
There was a tropical depression threatening to
strand us in Cebu longer than we had intended to
stay.

 


I had left my family in the
place we have been living in Victorias City, Negros Occidental,
Philippines, which is about a ten to twelve
hour trip by bus and ferry (it should be only eight hours, but
there are always delays). On Wednesday afternoon, I had told my
traveling companions I would return home Thursday
morning rather than risk being stranded until Friday or
later.

 


 Faith Precedes a Miracle

 


If I would have returned home Thursday morning, I would have missed the morning session at the temple, which my brethren were
going to attend before going home. Later Wednesday night, I
repented of my lack of faith.

 


I determined to attend the Thursday
morning session with my brethren, placing my trust in the Lord that
if I did get stranded away from my family, he would take care of
them. I remembered how the early missionaries left their families
for two years or more and served in foreign lands, trusting their
families to the care of the Lord. An extra day or two should be no
challenge of faith for me.

 


That Thursday morning session was the single most
enlightening experience I have had out of all the temple trips I
have ever attended in my life. Heavenly Father opened my
understanding of the Endowment more than ever before, and then led me to discover more truths
illustrated in the furnishings of the Cebu Temple, which details I had never before noticed (I had been to the
Cebu Temple more than a year prior).

 


 Curtains, Chandeliers, and Mirrors

 


In the Terrestrial room, there are
three layers of curtains in front of the veil. There is a short
curtain, then a longer curtain, and then a curtain that reaches the
floor, which is raised to uncover the veil (there is symbolism in
that alone), but even when raised, it hangs longer than the two
curtains in front of it.

 


My mind immediately caught upon the idea that the three
curtains could represent our intelligences, our spirit bodies, and or
bodies of flesh and bones, and then there is the veil through which
we pass into our exaltation after being raised from the ground in
our resurrection.

 


The previous day, I had been helping with some sealings. I
sat waiting my turn at the alter in the sealing room. I was looking
at the chandelier, and a thought occurred to me. I noticed the
sphere of crystal suspended at the bottom center of the chandelier
and understood that it represents the throne of God
(see

Doctrine and
Covenants 130:6-9).

 


Then I thought, if I count the rings
of crystals arranged concentric to and extending upward from the
spherical crystal, I guess in advance, even without counting, there
will be fifteen concentric rings.

 


So, I
counted them. Several times, just to be certain. Sure enough, there
were exactly fifteen rings. My thought was that if there were
fifteen rings, they must represent the fifteen fixed or
governing stars, starting with Kolob, arranged around the throne of
God (see Facsimile 2 in the Book of
Abraham).

 


It also became clear to me that the chandelier is arranged from Heavenly
Father's perspective, not mine. The crystal sphere I see as being
at the bottom of the chandelier would actually represent the
highest point.

 


The orbits of the fifteen governing stars are then situated downward and outward
from throne of God
(from his perspective), Kolob being nearest to his throne.
Interestingly, one of the concentric rings is stretched out, more
like a tube or a tunnel, yet it is a distinct ring.

 


Then, I looked in the opposing mirrors, and it was obvious
that this pattern is repeated infinitely many times, demonstrating
that Heavenly Father has infinitely many thrones, each throne
situated at the center of fifteen governing bodies
-
which,
incidentally, further validates my books, Thought Log,1
Circumscription
Hypothesis,2 and Intelligent Universe
3 - and suggesting a far more comprehensive scope than that of
Dr. Lynn M.
Hilton's Kolob Theorem,4 in which Dr. Hilton posits that the Milky Way Galaxy alone pertains to
our Heavenly Father, and that our Heavenly Father's throne
(singular) is at the galactic center, and that every other galaxy
pertains to a
different heavenly father (not our Heavenly Father), each with a throne at the
respective
galactic
center, and
that all the creations of any given heavenly father are limited to
and contained within a single galaxy.

 


I respect
Professor Hilton’s thoughts, but I cannot resolve in my mind and
heart the myopic scope of the notion that our Heavenly Father would
have only one galaxy, and that his heavenly father would have just
one galaxy, and that his heavenly grandfather would have just one
galaxy, and that his heavenly great grandfather would direct the
creation of only one galaxy, and so on. Such a notion does not seem
consistent with scripture or with the whisperings of the Holy Ghost
in my own soul.

 


We can number
the stars in any given galaxy, yet the scriptures clearly state
that our Heavenly Father, through his Son, Jesus Christ, has
created worlds without number. If his creations cannot be numbered
by man, then he must have countless galaxies, not just one.

 


Our Heavenly Father must have presided over, and
surely continues to
preside over the ongoing creation of entire universes, even entire
cosmologies that cannot begin to be counted by mortal man
(see Moses 1:33, 35, 37-38; Moses 7:30; 
Doctrine and
Covenants 76:23-24).

 


“And were it possible that man could
number the particles of the earth, yea, millions of earths like
this, it
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