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The story of this Alphabet is about the Banks family, whose home is in Cherry-Tree Lane. It is a Delightful thoroughfare, and Everyone who lives in it knows the Five Banks children.

Jane and Michael are the two eldest. John and Barbara, the twins, come next, and the baby is Annabel.

Then there is Mrs. Brill, who cooks Good, plain, sensible meals; Ellen, the parlormaid, who suffers from hay fever; and Robertson Ay, who should look after the House and garden but who does not care for hard work.

Admiral Boom lives at the corner. His house is Imposing and built like a ship. He loves to sing songs and Joke with the children.

Next door is an elegant residence. It belongs to Kind Miss Lark, who shares it with her two dogs.

In addition to all this, Mary Poppins has come to stay at Number Seventeen. It was a great Occasion when the East Wind blew her to the Banks household, with her Parrot-headed umbrella and her carpet-bag. She has Quite altered the life of the lane, for though she is so Respectable, the Strangest things happen when she Takes charge. The children are sure she is Unlike anybody else in the world and would Very much like her to stay forever.

“I’ll stay till the Wind changes,” she says. “But I cannot give you the eXact date. Now, brush Your hair, tie your shoelaces, put your toys in the proper place, and do not behave like wild bears. This is a nursery, let me remind you, not a cage in the Zoo.”


A is for Annabel. And here she is, out for an Airing, on Mary Poppins’ Arm.

Andrew, Miss Lark’s dog, is Asking for some of her Arrowroot biscuit And taking An Ample bite.

This is Against Miss Lark’s Advice.

“Now, not Another crumb!” she says. “It will Affect your Appetite, And you Are having Asparagus for dinner.”

Andrew is Anxious And Alarmed. Asparagus is All very well, but what he really likes is Almonds, with one or two Antelope cutlets And A slice of Apple pie.

Miss Lark takes Absolutely no notice. She is far too Agitated. “Actually, Mary Poppins,” she says, “we Are looking for Robertson Ay. I want him to Assist me in Attacking the Ants in my garden.”

“He’s Asleep in An Armchair in the Attic,” Mary Poppins Answers.

“Asleep? In the Afternoon? How Amazing!” Miss Lark is quite Astounded. She is not Aware, Apparently, that Robertson Ay, though Agreeable, Always Avoids Activity. And he falls Asleep At Any time, Anyhow, Anywhere.
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B is for Admiral Boom, who is Mr. Banks’ Best friend. He lives in a house Built like a Boat and wears a Blue coat with Brass Buttons.

His servant, Binnacle, a retired Bandit, Bakes the Bread, Borrows Butter from Mrs. Banks, and Bangs the Barometer. Today it says “Bright and Breezy,” so they are Both Bringing Barbara Banks to Buy some Breadcrumbs from the Bird Woman.

“Feed the Birds!” she says Benevolently. “Only tuppence a Bag.”

The Birds peck up the crumbs with their Beaks. “What a Beautiful Banquet!” they say.

And By and By, when Barbara is in Bed, the Bird Woman Beckons her Birds Beside her. They Burrow Beneath her Big Black skirts; they sit on her Bonnet; they creep into her Bulky pocket and even, Betweentimes, into her Boots.

“Sleep well, my Birdies!” they hear her say.

And there they stay till the Break of day.
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C is for Cherry. Mary Poppins, with her Carpet-bag and umbrella, is strolling along the lane with the Children. The Cherry trees Cover them with shade, and the Cherries drop into their mouths.

“Chew them Carefully, all of you, in Case you Crack your teeth.”

The Park Keeper Clambers over the fence.

“Collect your Cherrystones!” he Cries. “There is a Container at the Corner.”

“We are quite Capable of Conducting ourselves Correctly,” says Mary Poppins, as she Calmly Continues on her way.

A Cuckoo Chants in a Cherry tree; a Cross-eyed Cat is Chasing a Caterpillar. The sun Courses away to the west, and the stars light Candles in the sky.

“Six o’Clock. Time to turn back!” the Chimes say Clearly.

“Caw-Caw,” says the Crow. “You Can no longer roam!”

And the Curlew is Calling, “Oh, Children, Come home!”
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D is for Dinner. Mrs. Brill, quite Distracted, Dashes in with the roast Duck and nearly Drops the Dish.

“What, no Dumplings?” Mr. Banks grumbles.

“Don’t be Difficult, Dear,” says Mrs. Banks. “Ellen has one of her Dreadful colds, and it is Mary Poppins’ Day out.”

“How Distressing! Well, Drink up, Barbara! Dry your hands, John! Your hair is a Disgrace, Michael! It’s Deplorable,” Mr. Banks Declares. “Whenever Mary Poppins goes out, we have a Domestic Disaster. When I say Do, you all Don’t; and when I say Don’t, you Do!”

“Dates for Dessert, Daddy,” says Jane, who is always Diplomatic.

“How Delicious!” cries Mr. Banks. “Things are not so Dismal, after all. We shall have a Delightful Dinner.”

Down the stairs Darts Mary Poppins, Dressed in her Dainty best. A Dimple Dances in her cheek and a Daisy in her hat. No one says Do or Don’t to her. Nobody would Dare!
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E is for East Wind. It is blowing Exactly as it blew when Mary Poppins arrived.

Ellen is sneezing Endlessly, but Everyone Else is Enjoying the Experience. The wind Echoes in the children’s Ears and tosses the Elm leaves into their Eyes.

Even Miss Lark, Enveloped in an Embroidered curtain, has Enticed her friend, the Elderly Professor, to Enter into the fun.

“What an Exciting Escapade! I feel Equal to anything this Evening! Oh, Excuse me!” he Exclaims, as the wind blows him against Mary Poppins. “I did not mean to Embrace you, madam; I am merely Enchanted to Encounter such an Example of female Excellence.”

She answers with an Elegant bow and no Embarrassment. If East winds and Elderly Professors wish to Express Enthusiasm, they are Entitled to do so. But Equally they cannot Expect to have any Effect on her.

Nor on the starlings who live under the Eaves of Number Seventeen. Quite at Ease, on the Edge of their nest, they fold their wings over their Eggs and keep the wind away.
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