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Imagine coming home after a hard day of work through the door to your quarter of a million dollar home.  Then, hearing an eerie silence and nothing but darkness surrounding every inch of your four bedroom, two bathroom, roomy home.  With a passing glance to the dining room and living room of your 3400-square-foot house, you head up the stairs with the goal of taking a warm bath and getting a fresh set of clothes for the night.  

This is what Susan Bailey did just before it  happened.  Two dozen stab wounds and two slashes to her throat cut that goal short with a spattering of blood on the wall and a coagulating pool of blood beneath her.  She didn’t expect to be killed that night.  Neither did she expect it to be her own children who would do it to her.  

Susan Marie Bailey grew up as a bubbly, funny, outgoing, and smart kid, according to her mother, Kate Morten.  She had curly dark hair, was the second of four kids, and was extremely musically talented with the violin and clarinet.  Susan was always a people-person.  She wanted to do something at the intersection of business, fashion, and people.  So, she went to college and earned a business and accounting degree at her local Minnesota college.

To get her fashion experience, Susan worked at Levi Strauss & Co. while in college.  She still wanted to get out there more.  Her life was a struggle in Minnesota with the snow stomping on her every attempt to be successful.  She couldn’t make it to work during the winter and work didn’t stop just for the weather.  

Susan had a difficult time commuting to work.  She had to struggle through twenty miles of snow and ice every day.  Months and months of brutal winter weather created snow drifts and blinding blizzards that became a routine.  She requested to be moved to a closer store which they allowed her to do.  Even though it became easier because she didn’t have to drive that far in that bad of weather through the winter, it wasn’t any easier in the Spring.  An extra 28 inches of snow replaced pleasant Spring weather.  

Then, one time when she had to close up shop after the other customers left and the cleaning had been done, she locked the front door and discovered an empty parking lot.  Well, almost empty.  Snow took over everything in sight, including her car.  

Snow chilled her to the bone, darkness swallowed the town, and she was all alone.  The snow was so high that she couldn’t even open the doors to her car to get inside.  So, she called her parents from a pay phone in a state of panic.  She cried and in a fit of shivering from the cold she told her mother, “I’m never going to spend another winter in Minnesota.”  She did just that.  

With that, Susan moved to California and built a successful clothing store.  Then, she met her husband, Richard Bailey.  Not so long after, she called up her mom with a startling message.  “Mom, I’m married,” Susan told her mother over a phone call in 1988, “Richard and I eloped.”

Richard worked in the military and Susan was forced to follow him around while he was in the military.  After he finished with the military, he took over caring for his kids and Susan worked.  She worked extremely hard and took good care of her kids: Jennifer and David.  

She worked two jobs to make sure that her kids could have anything and everything they ever wanted.  Problems started when Jennifer was 18 and she wanted a 16-year-old guy named Paul Henson Jr.  He was into Satanism, songs about death, and role-playing games.  Of course, Jennifer’s mother wasn’t so thrilled about this and forbid her daughter to see the boy.  

Similarly, 14-year-old Merrilee White wanted to be with Jennifer’s boyfriend and she was willing to go to great lengths to do so.  Her mother, Amy White, also didn’t like Paul and told her not to see him.  Meanwhile, little David Bailey just wanted to make his sister happy who oftentimes had to take care of him because the mom worked so much.  

According to Donna Fielder, author of “Ladykiller,” Paul Henson convinced the two that he had two personalities.  Apparently, each girl was dating one of them.  

Jennifer was scheduled to begin at an art college in a few days and the other three were supposed to start at Northwest Independent School District.  Under the veil of appearing to be innocent teenagers, the four of them plotted for days.  They planned on killing their parents so they could all be together, drive to Canada, and live happily ever after.  

Paul, a 16-year-old with a double personality in which one was an executioner from the 18th century, had been dying to kill someone anyway.  He wanted to know what it was like.  So, Merrilee attempted to stab her sleeping mother who luckily talked her out of trying to stab her, Paul waited at home with a gun for his parents, and Jennifer Bailey waited at home for her hard-working mom to get home so she could kill her.  

Jennifer Bailey was the only successful one out of the three.  Susan Bailey was just coming home after leaving her second job in Fort Worth, Texas for the day.  She returned home just in time.  Jen, Paul, and David took turns stabbing Susan 26 times in the throat after Paul’s attempt to kill his parents didn’t work.  

On September 29, 2008, 11:31 AM, it was reported that 43-year-old Susan Bailey was found dead in her Roanoke home.  The Tarrant County Medical Examiner’s office claimed that she had multiple stab wounds to her neck.  According to  star-telegram.com, “Sgt. Chris Almonrode said officers had visited her home in the 200 block of Oxford Drive on Friday at the request of the woman’s mother, who had grown concerned after not hearing from her daughter. He said officers could not get an answer at the door and found no evidence indicating that anything was wrong.”

Kate Morten, Susan’s mother, tried calling her daughter from her home in Minnesota.  When no one answered, she called the Roanoke, Texas police.  No one came to the door of their upscale home, so the Roanoke police burst into the door and found a murder scene.  

They found the mother’s body upstairs in the hallway sitting in a pool of her own blood.  Foul play was immediately suspected as the cause of death.  The Texas officers also found a bowl of poisoned pudding, a chunk of hair, and an electrical cord dangling right into a bathtub.  Inside the bathtub sat three phones and a knife under a foot of water.  Jennifer and David were going to kill their mother one way or another.  

Meanwhile, a curious South Dakota cop stopped Susan’s car for violating town curfew and couldn’t believe what he found.  He pulled over Jennifer Bailey, 14-year-old David, and 16-year-old Paul in Susan’s 2002 Saturn. He pulled them over at a closed gas station where they were trying to steal gas.  They didn’t have any money and their stories didn’t make much sense.  They had no real plan either.  

He took them to the station and called the police in Roanoke, Texas.  They knew about the kids and the woman that the car was registered to.  The Tuesday before that week, Paul’s father reported him a runaway and thought he was at Jennifer’s house.  The officers did not find him there.  They did find his packed bags and a driver’s license.  Later on that day, they came back when Susan found a loaded magazine for a pistol, but the police couldn’t find the gun.  

Roanoke officers quickly put the pieces together after hearing that the three were together in Susan’s car.  At first, they didn’t go straight in when the mother called worried about Susan because no one came to the door and the car was gone.  When they found out about the kids, that’s when they went in through the house through a window and found the dead mother.  

The officer called Roanoke police and upon hearing what was happening, he held the three on suspicion of capital murder.  They were all held at a juvenile detention facility in Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Paul wasn’t able to kill his parents, they decided to stay out late for a dinner and a movie, thankfully.  Merrilee White, on the other hand, didn’t get to kill her mother Amy White because luckily, she woke up before she could.  The 15-year-old Fort Worth girl was detained on the 23rd of September after her mother reported that she woke up and found the girl standing over her with a knife.  Merrilee was demanding that Amy give her her car keys.  The girl later admitted to the police that she wanted to take her mother’s car so that could take her friends to Canada.  

When authorities went to investigate, they found notebooks, binders, and handwritten papers, computers, and discs that police described as, “pertaining to the preparation of murder.”  In the boyfriend’s home, they found handwritten notes, papers, computers, discs, and “The Demonic Bible.”  As mentioned earlier, Paul loved to practice Satanism and was fond of all the things any parents wouldn’t want their 17-year-old to be into.  He was an avid fan of role-playing and fantasized frequently.  Only, this wasn’t done as a result of the fantasizing mind of a deranged 17-year-old; it was real.  

On September 23rd, police called the Bailey home because they were looking for the boyfriend who was reported as a runaway.  Susan and Jennifer fought over Paul.  Police later came back later when Susan reported finding ammunition.  The police searched the home and found a butcher knife in between the couch cushions and a knife under Jennifer’s bed.  Jennifer was showing signs of plans to kill early enough that it could have been prevented.  However, her sweet mother had no clue that Jen would actually kill her.  

Their school district, Northwest Independent School District, commented on this in an article published on September 29th in 2008 at approximately 11:31 AM.  They said, “Our thoughts are with the families involved, and our school personnel continue to focus on the education and well being of our students. Should any child or staff member need to talk about the situation, school counselors are available.”  Too bad their counselors didn’t notice earlier how unstable these four children were.  Susan Bailey might still be alive. 

Donna Fielder, as mentioned later, spoke to Kate, Susan’s mom, who said that she still couldn’t believe that her grandchildren would do such a terrible thing.  Kate lived through the moment with baited breath from the phone call that drew silence from her deceased daughter to the announcement that her grandchildren killed their mother, her daughter.  

What happened to the other three kids?  Jen stayed in the Denton County jail without bail and the boys stayed at the Denton Country Juvenile Facility.  All three faced capital murder charges.  They even tried to try Paul as an adult.  In this case, he would serve out his Juvenile sentence and then finish up his sentence as an adult afterward.  Under normal conditions, juvenile offenders were released from Texas Youth Commission when they would become adults so they could serve out the rest of their sentence.  Davide was tried under state’s determinate sentencing statute.  

Paul got 60 years in prison, Jennifer got 60 years in prison, and David only did his juvenile term then went on to live as normal a life as he could have.  When police asked Jennifer about her motive, she simply said, “We did not see eye to eye.”  

It seems like such a small charge for murderers.  Would a life-sentence have been more deserved?  Probably.  Did they get a light charge because they were only kids?  Most likely.  

My Life of Crime laid out the details in regards to the three murderers.  Jennifer Bailey is a white female born on October 5th, 1990.  Her maximum sentence date is September, 26th, 2068 which she has been sentenced to spend at Hilltop Unit.  Hilltop Unit. is a correctional institutions division (prison) located at 1500 State School Road, Gatesville, TX 76598-2996.  It can be found three miles outside of Gatesville.  

On The Texas Tribune, Jennifer Bailey is listed as being located at the Mountain View Unit for committing “LESSER INCLU MURDER committed on 9/26/2008 in Denton County” for which she is serving a “60-year term” beginning on “9/26/1008.”

She is listed as a female, at 25 years of age, found in Mountain View under 01621147, from Denton county, and born 10/5/1990.  She is white, 5 ft 5 in, 122 lbs, with blonde hair and hazel eyes.  

Her parole eligibility date is 9/26/2038.

On Denton County, TX Jail Records, Paul Allen Henson Jr. is listed with the aliases of “Talos, Malaki, and Scai” with an SO# of 164000, and he is described as a white male with brown hair/eyes standing 6’3” at 145 pounds.  He was booked at the Denton County Sheriff’s Office on 06/09/2009 for capital murder by terror threat/other felony.  His offense date is 09/26/2008.  Because he has to spend 60 years in jail, he’s looking to be released 9/26/2068.  

A few years later, Candice Delong sat down in
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