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An emoji asked his child; “Honey, what are you having for breakfast?” 

The child responded; “Oh, I’m having wedges.”

He looked at the little emoji with a rather surprised look on his face.

“What’s the funny face, Dad?”

“Well, I’m just wondering; have you done enough work this morning to earn the wages?”
“Daaad!!”
“What?”

“That’s not funny!”
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A UNIQUE KINGDOM




[image: image]


Gather 'round, dear friends, and hear, 

Of a kingdom far, yet oh so near. 

Where emojis live, not in your phone, 

But in Rhemojia, a realm of their own. 

In this land where digital hearts beat, 

Every emoji you’ll joyfully meet. 

From 😂 to 😢, from 😍 to 😜, 

Each with a tale that’s deep and hefty. 

Here’s a sneak peek into their world so grand, 

Crafted by Dandy Ahuruonye’s hand,

A place of wonder, laughter, and glee, 

A kingdom where emojis roam free. 

Kaia, a lass of just ten years, 

Speaks to emojis, calming their fears. 

Her quest for the Heartstone is brave and bold, 

A story waiting to be told. 

In the heart of Rhemojia’s emoji throng, 

Kaia’s quest for the Heartstone is strong. 

A gem that pulses with digital life, 

Cutting through silence like a knife. 

Her journey is filled with twists and turns, 

As each emoji profoundly learns,

That feelings shared are feelings gained, 

In a world where expressions are unchained.

Mojiville, oh, what sights to see! 

A bustling hub of emoji glee. 

From the market stalls selling pixelated fruit,

To the playgrounds where laughing emojis scoot. 

In Mojiville, the capital so bright, 

Emojis bustle from morning till night. 

They chat and text without any sound, 

In a universally profound language. 

Visitors will find a city so vast, 

That every emoji has a blast. 

With buildings that sparkle like a touch screen, 

And vibrant green parks – Yes, 

Adventures await at every corner, 

In this land where emojis are the order. 

From the library with books that text and talk, 

To the cinema where emojis walk.

So come explore, both young and old, And watch the emoji stories unfold. For in Rhemojia, you’ll always find, A digital adventure of every kind; come along on this jolly ride, Where emojis and humans coincide. Learn why we text with a smile or a frown, And how an emoji can turn days around.

This book’s an adventure, a digital feast, For every child, from west to east. It’s funny, it’s smart, it’s educational too, A tale that will stick like digital glue. So open the cover, turn the page, And let the emojis set the stage. For in “Dandy Ahuruonye’s Emoji Kingdom,” you’ll find, A world that’s creative, unique, and kind.

Prepare to laugh and learn as you dive in...
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1: Know Your Emoji
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Emojis, those colourful icons that punctuate our digital messages with a splash of emotion or humorousness, have a history that dates back to the late 20th century. The word “emoji” comes from Japanese, where “e” means “picture” and “moji” means “character.” The genesis of emojis can be traced back to Japan in the 1990s. Shigetaka Kurita, who was part of a team working on NTT DoCoMo’s i-mode mobile internet platform, created them. Kurita designed the first set of 176 emojis in 1999 to facilitate electronic communication and to add nuance to the short messages that were becoming increasingly common with the rise of mobile technology. These initial emojis were simple 12x12 pixel images that represented a variety of emotions and objects. They quickly caught on in Japan, as they allowed users to express feelings and ideas succinctly and visually in their digital communications.

The popularity of emojis soon spread beyond Japan with the arrival and popularity of smartphones, as well as the global expansion of social media platforms. Apple’s inclusion of an emoji keyboard in its iPhone operating system in 2011 and subsequent adoption by Android significantly boosted their use internationally. Emojis have since become an integral part of digital communication because they offer a quick and universal way to convey emotions and reactions without the need to write words. They transcend language barriers and can convey complex emotions or reactions that might be difficult to express through text alone. Today, emojis are used by millions around the world every day, and their library has expanded to include thousands of icons, representing not just emotions but also animals, food, activities, and diversity in race, gender, and culture. They continue to develop with technology and culture, reflecting changes in society and expanding the ways we communicate digitally.

This colourful form of communication has indeed become so ingrained in our digital lives that it’s hard to imagine texting without the occasional smiley face or heart. Emojis have changed the way we interact online; adding a dimension to our conversations and allowing us to express ourselves in ways words alone cannot capture. Some of the most popular emojis include the face with tears of joy 😂, red heart ❤️, and thumbs up 👍. These emojis have become important in today’s communication because they allow people to express emotions quickly and easily, often in a way that words cannot. They add a layer of emotional nuance to digital conversations, making them more personal and expressive.

Emojis have also had a significant impact on advertising. To establish a connection with younger audiences, popular brands have begun incorporating emojis into their marketing campaigns, recognising that these audiences often rely on emojis for their daily communication.

Moreover, emojis can break through language barriers, allowing brands to communicate universally recognised emotions or ideas without the need for translation. This has made them a valuable tool in global marketing strategies. In some cases, companies have even created their own branded emojis to promote products or events, further integrating these symbols into popular culture. Emojis have become a form of visual shorthand in our digital age, influencing not just how we talk to each other but also how companies talk to us.
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How to Use Emojis Effectively in Social Media Posts

Emojis can be a powerful tool in social media posts when used effectively. They can add personality, emotion, and clarity to your messages, making them more engaging and relatable to your audience. Here are some tips for using emojis effectively:

	Know Your Audience: Different emojis resonate with different demographics. Make sure the emojis you use are appropriate and appealing to your target audience.

	Enhance Your Message: Use emojis to complement your text, not replace it. They should add value or context to your post, making your message clearer or more impactful.

	Be Consistent with Your Brand: If you’re posting on behalf of a brand, ensure the emojis align with the brand’s voice and tone. Consistency helps build brand recognition and trust.

	Use Them Sparingly: Overuse of emojis can make a post look cluttered and unprofessional. A few well-placed emojis are often more effective than a barrage of them.

	Test and Learn: Experiment with different emojis and track engagement to see what works best for your audience. Analytics can provide insights into which emojis drive the most interaction.


By following these guidelines, you can use emojis to create more dynamic and expressive social media posts that resonate with your followers.

Controversial or Misunderstood Emojis

While emojis are generally designed to be fun and harmless, some have sparked controversy or been misunderstood due to cultural differences or unclear designs. Here are a few examples:

	Peach and Eggplant Emojis: These emojis have taken on sexual connotations that were likely not intended by their creators, leading to their use being sometimes considered inappropriate.

	Clapping Hands Emoji: Intended to represent applause, this emoji has been misinterpreted as a symbol for prayer or high-fiving.

	Folded Hands Emoji: Commonly used as a gesture of prayer or thanks, it has also been interpreted as a high-five, confusing communication.

	Skull Emoji: Meant to represent death or danger, it’s often used humorously to convey being ‘dead’ from laughter, which can be misunderstood in more serious contexts.


Understanding the potential for misinterpretation is important when using emojis, especially in diverse or international settings where cultural differences can affect how an emoji is received.

Exploring the Lesser-Known Emojis

In the vast sea of digital expressions, some emojis bask in the limelight while others linger in the shadows, waiting to be discovered. These lesser-known emojis are hidden gems that can add a unique flair to our online conversations.

One such example is the “Input Symbol for Latin Letters” emoji, which depicts an “ABC” button on a keyboard. It’s a subtle nod to the act of typing and can be used to indicate that you’re about to start a lengthy message or need to switch to a more formal mode of communication.

[image: A huge social media event showcasing computer nerds coding and designing brand new emoji designs and shapes, some with legs, others with no arms, and others on wheels, in red, green, black, and blue colors.]

Another intriguing emoji is the “Aerial Tramway,” which might not find daily use unless you’re discussing mountainous adventures or public transportation systems. It’s perfect for conveying a sense of travel or ascent, both literally and metaphorically.

The “Non-Potable Water” symbol is an emoji that often goes unnoticed. The "Non-Potable Water" symbol represents water that is not safe for drinking and could be used as a metaphor to discuss topics that are 'not fit for consumption'—whether it's a bad movie or a piece of gossip.

Then there’s the “Level Slider” emoji, which shows a slider control from an audio mixing console. It’s ideal for conversations about music production or to represent finding the right balance in a situation.

These are just a few examples of the many lesser-known emojis waiting to be used. They offer a way to diversify our digital language and add an element of surprise and creativity to our messages.

Navigating the Emoji Minefield: Avoiding Offense

Emojis may seem innocuous, but like words, they carry meaning and can be misinterpreted or deemed inappropriate if not used carefully. To navigate this emoji minefield, one must be mindful of cultural differences and the developing nuances of digital communication.

Firstly, it’s important to consider the context in which you’re communicating. Using an emoji that might be harmless in a casual chat with friends could result in it being deemed unprofessional or flippant in a work email. Similarly, what’s considered funny in one culture might be offensive in another. To avoid using inappropriate emojis, familiarise yourself with their meanings—both official and colloquial. Some emojis have taken on alternate meanings that aren’t immediately obvious from their appearance. For example, the “Peach” emoji is often used to represent buttocks rather than the fruit itself.

Be cautious with emojis that depict religious symbols, flags, or gestures. These can carry heavy connotations and should be used respectfully and appropriately. The same goes for emojis representing people; be mindful of using skin tone modifiers in a way that respects diversity and avoids stereotypes. When in doubt, opt for more universally understood emojis and steer clear of those that could have ambiguous or double meanings unless you’re certain the recipient will understand your intent.

We can ensure that our digital expressions are received as intended, adding joy and colour to our communications without causing unintended offence, by being considerate and informed about emoji use.

––––––––
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2: A Guide to Emoji Categories and Their Uses
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Emojis are categorised as representing various emotions, objects, and concepts. Here’s a guide to some of the main categories:

Smileys & Emotion: This category includes the classic smiley faces and other facial expressions that convey emotions ranging from happiness and love to sadness and anger. For example:

	😊 Smiling Face with Smiling Eyes: expresses genuine happiness and warmth.

	😢 Crying Face: indicates sadness or disappointment.

	😠 Angry Face: shows frustration or anger.


People & Body: Emojis in this group represent people, parts of the body, and different actions. Such as:

	👋 Waving Hand: a friendly gesture of greeting or farewell.

	💪 Flexed Biceps: can denote strength or success.

	👀 Eyes: often used to show interest or curiosity.


Animals & Nature: This category is home to a variety of animal emojis and elements from nature. For instance:

	🐶 Dog Face: represents the animal or conveys loyalty and cuteness.

	🌳 Tree: can symbolise nature, growth, or the environment.


Food & Drink: Emojis depicting meals, fruits, beverages, and other edibles fall here. Like:

	🍕 Pizza Slice: typically used when talking about food, parties, or cravings.

	🍵 Teacup Without Handle: might be used in contexts related to relaxation or tea culture.


Travel & Places: This category includes various modes of transport, buildings, and places. For example:

	✈️ Airplane: indicates travel or flight.

	🏰 Castle: can represent fairy tales, history, or grandeur.


Activities: Emojis showing sports, hobbies, and other leisure activities. Such as:

	⚽ Football: commonly used in discussions about sports or activities.

	🎨 Artist Palette: suggests creativity or artistic endeavours.


Objects: This group contains emojis for everyday objects. For instance:

	📱 Mobile Phone: denotes communication or technology.

	📘 Blue Book: might be used for academic topics or reading.


Symbols: A wide range of symbols fall into this category, including shapes, signs, and flags. Like:

	❤️ Red Heart: expresses love or affection.

	⚠️ Warning Sign: indicates caution or danger.


Each emoji serves as a building block in the language of digital communication, allowing us to convey complex emotions and ideas concisely and vividly. By understanding the categories and general uses of emojis, we can enrich our online interactions with clarity and creativity.

Smileys & Emotion:

	😇 Smiling Face with Halo: often used to convey innocence or a good deed.

	🤔 Thinking Face: represents deep thought or consideration.


People & Body:

	🧘 Person in Lotus Position: signifies meditation, yoga, or relaxation.
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	👯‍♀️ Women with Bunny Ears: can denote dancing, fun, or a party.


Animals & Nature:

	🦄 Unicorn: symbolises fantasy, magic, or uniqueness.

	🌸 Cherry Blossom: often associated with spring or beauty.


Food & Drink:

	🍣 Sushi: represents the food item or Japanese cuisine.

	🍷 Wine Glass: might be used in contexts related to celebration or dining.


Travel & Places:

	🚀 Rocket: conveys space travel or rapid progress.

	🗽 Statue of Liberty: represents freedom or New York City.


Activities:

	🎣 Fishing Pole: can indicate the activity of fishing or patience.

	🎭 Performing Arts: symbolises theatre, drama, or the arts.


Objects:

	🎁 Wrapped Gift: denotes a present, celebration, or generosity.

	⏰ Alarm Clock: often used to represent time or an early start.


Symbols:

	✅ Check Mark Button: indicates approval or completion.

	🔒 Locked: signifies security, privacy, or something being off-limits.

	


These additional emojis further expand the digital lexicon, allowing for even more nuanced and specific communication in our online interactions.
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