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			Praise for Consuming the Word

			“In his latest book, Scott Hahn takes lessons from the Early Church to reveal the New Testament in a whole new light. Consuming the Word is essential reading for Catholics who want to better understand how the sacred authors and apostles affect us today.”

			—Matthew Kelly, author of Rediscover Catholicism

			“Consuming the Word will increase your appetite for God and draw you into divine intimacy. Dr. Hahn brings clarity to the term “New Testament” as he moves us from text to action, from page to passion. Disciples of Christ have been called not to a text but to a covenant. The invitation to anyone studying the bible is to go deeper, to go beyond study to worship, to go beyond the words to the Word made flesh. For those who grasp the message of this book, their understanding of the Eucharistic sacrifice will never be the same.”

			—Jeff Cavins, author of My Life on the Rock

			“Catholic scholars may debate certain details about how to understand Scripture, dogma, and liturgy, but all can agree that these three realities inseparably illuminate each other. Scott Hahn powerfully articulates these connections and their consequences for the love relationship into which the God of Love calls us.”

			—Matthew Levering, professor of theology, University of Dayton

			“Consuming the Word reflects the strong connection between the authority of the scriptures and the authority of the Church. It will challenge anyone who gives it a fair hearing.”

			—John Michael Talbot, author of The World Is My Cloister
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			To Timothy Cardinal Dolan, good shepherd
and pioneer of the New Evangelization
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		FOREWORD

		by Donald Cardinal Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington

		Those who have been baptized into new life in Christ are also called to evangelize. Pope Paul VI reminded us that the Church exists to evangelize, and so Catholics cannot find fulfillment if they are not witnessing to the truth. More recent popes have called this task the “New Evangelization.”

		The New Evangelization is not a program. It is a mode of thinking, seeing, and acting. It is a lens through which we see the opportunities to proclaim the Gospel anew. It is the work of the Holy Spirit active in the Church.

		The continuation of the mission of Christ, which began with the Great Commissioning following his death and Resurrection, is what we are engaged in today. The Acts of the Apostles tells us that as Jesus prepared to return to his Father in glory, he charged his disciples, “You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). That same challenge echoes in our ears and hearts today—we are the witnesses to Jesus Christ, his message, his way of life, his triumph over death, and his pledge of new life to all who would walk with him.

		It is the task of the New Evangelization to bring the Word of God to the world. The Word of God is not a book. It is a divine person (see John 1:1). In Jesus, God has spoken and revealed himself. We receive that revelation, in its fullness, in the Scriptures and the sacred tradition preserved and announced by the Church.

		Our proclamation is focused on Jesus, his Gospel, and his way. Christian life is defined by an encounter with Jesus. When our Lord first came among us, he offered a whole new way of living. The excitement spread as God’s Son, who is also one of us, announced the coming of the kingdom. The invitation to discipleship and a place in the kingdom that he held out to those who heard him, he continues to offer today. This has been true for twenty centuries. As his message was more fully understood, it became evident that Jesus offers us not a new way of living but also a whole way of being.

		The Church is the voice that transmits the Word to the world. Like John the Baptist, the Church cries in the wilderness that the Messiah has come. The New Evangelization calls us to render that voice intelligible to our age. The Word never changes, but the voice must be clear and relevant. The tone must be alive and enthusiastic. Our witness must be heard in the places where our people are.

		In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addresses those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Jesus’s disciples are challenged to envision not only a world where the hungry are fed and the thirsty given drink, the stranger is welcomed and the naked are clothed, but also, and most amazingly, a world where sins are forgiven and eternal life is pledged.

		That same vision is held out for us today when we open the pages of the Gospel and read about the invitation for us to eat the bread of everlasting life and to hear the words of truth, words that endure forever.

		God is calling his Church to renew her efforts for the salvation of all. Just a few years ago I joined my brother bishops in Rome for a synod on the Word of God in the life and mission of the Church. Soon afterward we gathered again for a synod on the New Evangelization. The Church is seeking and finding creative ways of sharing the “words of eternal life” (John 6:69).

		Pope Benedict XVI, in his apostolic exhortation Verbum Domini, wrote that “the primary setting for scriptural interpretation is the life of the Church” (n. 29). The Church is the home of the Word of God.

		The Church urges us to read the Bible and to do so in the full context of centuries of reflection on its meaning under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The study of the Bible by groups or individuals remains an occasion of God’s continuous grace and enlightenment. This is why the Church so strongly urges that studying and praying from the Bible should be the lifelong project of every Christian.

		It is precisely at the liturgy, however, that the vast majority of practicing Catholics regularly have a life-giving encounter with Jesus Christ. The liturgy is both an act of worship and a teacher of doctrine. The Bible is proclaimed abundantly at every Mass; and homilies give our clergy opportunity to explain and apply the Scriptures in light of tradition to the circumstances of everyday life.

		Consuming the Word, by my good friend Dr. Scott Hahn, describes vividly the dynamic of the Word of God’s inexhaustible power for shaping lives, families, societies, and civilizations. This he does in terms that are appealing for a broad ecumenical audience.

		Anyone acquainted with the rich body of writing that flows so inspiringly from the hand and heart of Dr. Hahn knows he brings profound personal insight to his demonstrated theological expertise. Consuming the Word continues in that illustrious tradition. It brings us a powerful and welcome guide as we take our place in the great and challenging work in sharing the Good News. The Lord is accomplishing something great in our day. It is a privilege to be witnesses to it. Consuming the Word makes our task all the easier.

		—Cardinal Donald Wuerl

	
		TASTE AND SEE:
A PREFATORY WORD

		In the years when I was educated, books were the conspicuous consumption of an intellectual. And by books I mean the paper product, bound between covers with its distinctive textures, colors, and aromas.

		Not to be hidden under the bushel of an electronic device, they once lined floor-to-ceiling shelves in the homes of professors and authors. The spines were delectable in their variety of colors and stoutness.

		My own consumption bordered on the gluttonous. In those years before online databases, I haunted library sales, yard sales, and garage sales. I sent off postcards alerting rare-book dealers to my “wants.” When I traveled for business, I routinely spent my meal allowance on books, which I devoured in between meetings, on public transportation, in waiting rooms—wherever, whenever. I would forgo sleep to read still more.

		My habits became the subject of good-natured jokes in my extended family. When my in-laws sent me on an errand, they knew to allow time for my detours in bookshops. When we moved our household from Illinois to Ohio, the truckers had to take the weight of hundreds of crates of books into consideration and detour from the interstates in order to avoid fines for overload.

		Consuming words, I had put on a bit of weight, and it showed. It still shows. Anyone who visits my house gets a tour of my library, which now includes tens of thousands of volumes shelved on an entire floor of a substantial home in Steubenville, Ohio.

		Most of the books I own are books of theology, so most of the words I consume are words (logoi) about God (Theos). As I devoured these books by the hundreds, I found that they—curiously enough—pointed beyond themselves. They pointed to a meal.

		Why should this have been strange to me? I knew that Jesus himself was a great devourer of books. He had been schooled in the Law, the Prophets, and the histories of ancient Israel; and even the day he rose from the dead he spent interpreting those books (see Luke 24:27). His “opening” of the Scriptures that day was a clear affirmation of the importance of the books, but it was nonetheless a prelude to his fuller self-revelation “in the breaking of the bread” (see Luke 24:30–35). At Emmaus the eyes of the disciples were finally opened as they sat at table with Jesus. At Emmaus Jesus fulfilled the words of the Psalm: “Taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Psalm 34:8), following its sequence rather exactly.

		In the early days of my book collecting and book consuming, while I was a new Catholic and a graduate student at Marquette University, I led a Bible study in my home. Most of the members were Catholic undergraduates who were unaware of the sacramental riches of their tradition. My wife, Kimberly, still Protestant at the time, complained that she and I had spent so much time studying the menu while these young people had been enjoying the meal.

		Enjoying the meal, they were better equipped to appreciate the menu—once they understood the connection. That was as true of the young readers in my Bible study as it was of the disciples at Emmaus. Consuming the Word of God made them hunger ever more for the words of God.

		So, to help people make the same connection, I have written yet another book, and I pray that it will be consumed with delight by many people. This book appears as a third course, as it were—a main course—following after my earlier titles The Lamb’s Supper and Letter and Spirit.

		It is not an academic book, though I hope scholars will find it satisfying and useful. Yet it is not quite a book for beach reading either. Some of the material is demanding, though I hope I have placed it well within reach of motivated lay readers.

		Some years ago I founded the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology. Its mission is twofold: to promote biblical literacy for Catholic laypeople and biblical fluency for Catholic scholars and clergy. This is the second book I have written with the hope of reaching both audiences with a common message.

		“A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready’ ” (Luke 14:16–18).

	
		CHAPTER 1
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		The Sacrament of the Scroll

		An ancient tradition tells us the story of Saint Romanus the Melodist, the sixth-century composer of homilies in hymn form, and how he received his vocation.

		Born in Syria, he was a reverent child who loved the Lord’s house. Early in life he entered the service of the Church, at first simply lighting the lamps and preparing the incense for worship. As he grew, he pursued his education in Beirut, where he was ordained a deacon.

		Romanus was the sort of student who got good grades because his teachers recognized the earnestness of his efforts. He was zealous, and his zeal enabled him to do good things in spite of mediocre skills. After three years in Beirut, he moved on to serve the Church in the imperial capital, Constantinople.

		He was humble enough to recognize his shortcomings, and he accepted them. In fact, he took the word “lowly” as a sort of personal title. He longed, however, to glorify God as did the deacons who were better singers. Music was such an important part of divine worship, especially in the Eastern churches. It pained Romanus that the musical quality of the services he led was so inferior to that of the services led by his colleagues.

		He prayed for God to give him by grace what he lacked by nature and training. One night as he prayed he fell asleep and was visited in a dream by the Virgin Mary. She held out a scroll to him and bid him, “Take the paper and eat it.” He did as he was told. He ate the scroll. Then he awoke and immediately knew what he must do.

		He dressed and ran to the church. Ascending to the pulpit, he began to sing a sermon on the birth of Jesus. The song he sang is today known as his masterpiece—one of more than a thousand verse homilies (kontakia) he composed in his remaining years. A millennium and a half later, they are still sung on the great feasts of the Church.
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		Consuming the Word. Even casual readers may recognize Saint Romanus’s apparition as a trope, or common figure, of mystical literature. In the archetypal instance, the prophet Ezekiel (2:9–3:4) reports a similar encounter with a mighty angel:

		
			And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and, lo, a written scroll was in it; and he spread it before me; and it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. And he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it; and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey. And he said to me, “Son of man, go, get you to the house of Israel, and speak with my words to them.”

		

		The story recurs in the New Testament, in John the Seer’s encounter with a “mighty angel” come down from heaven, “wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head,” his face “like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire” (Revelation 10:1f).

		
			He had a little scroll open in his hand … I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to me, “Take it and eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.” And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.”

		

		It is an odd sort of episode, the eating of a book, and it is all the more fascinating because it occurs in not one but two biblical texts. No wonder it commanded the attention of so many of the earliest Christian commentators. By the time of his own apparition, around AD 518, Romanus, who lived in a monastic community, must have heard the works of the great interpreters read aloud many times. He could have little doubt about the meaning of his dream.

		Saint Hippolytus of Rome, in the third century, was one of the earliest exegetes to produce extended commentaries. He wrote that the scroll, with its printing on front and back, “signifies the prophets and the apostles. In it the Old Covenant was written on one side and the New on the other.” Moreover, the scroll symbolizes the “secret, spiritual teaching … There is a connection between reading the outside and understanding the inside.” There is a connection between the Old and New Covenants, and only the one who consumes the scroll can see it.

		For Saint Jerome, the Ezekiel passage contained a special message for preachers: “Unless we eat the open book first, we cannot teach the children of Israel.”

		In the generation after Romanus, Saint Gregory the Great experienced the same fascination, returning repeatedly to the prophet’s text. Gregory, a pope and liturgical reformer, was a profound exegete. In his Commentary on Ezekiel he wrote: “What the Old Testament promised, the New Testament made visible. What the former announces in a hidden way, the latter openly proclaims as present. Therefore the Old Testament is a prophecy of the New Testament; and the best commentary on the Old Testament is the New Testament.”

		For the Fathers—from Hippolytus and Jerome to Romanus and Gregory—the meaning was abundantly clear: Salvation comes by means of a covenant (also known by the Latin equivalent, “testament,” from testamentum); and the covenant must be consumed so that it can be shared.
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