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Preface
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This book is written in the hope that the ‘burden’ of study for examinations will become lighter, and that learning will become a pleasure.  

Most of us grow up to look upon schooling and studying as a ‘punishment’ — a process through which we must necessarily (and unhappily) go through as our parents did in their time, and their parents before them. This gruelling process is the cleansing ﬁre of a purgatory which we have to face so as to secure a period of ‘heavenly’ working life.

We are therefore brought up with wrong attitudes towards study — especially study focused towards an examination. We are not taught skills that will make study easier in effort, more productive in results, and more lasting in impact. Most of us go through a lifetime without even being aware that techniques exist for faster reading with comprehension, or for improving recall and recognition. As a result, many who could have enjoyed learning for many years, opt out of the learning process on the day they ﬁnish high school — and never go back to study unless they are forced to.

Yet with today’s knowledge of the learning process, the art of study can be mastered so easily. And consequently, examinations need not hold the terror and fear for students as they did in the past. 

Succeed In Examinations provides most of the guidelines. It is written in simple form, and with brevity in mind. You could read the whole book in just an hour. All psychological and other technical mumbo-jumbo has been avoided.

But it will still take more than determination, dedication and discipline for many months or perhaps a few years, to make these guidelines for study a habit, a part of yourself, a second nature.

No one in secondary school will be too young for this book. No one, whatever the age, will be too old to read it and implement it. Through this book, I hope to protect many others from the ‘learning misery’ I have undergone for years - because I did not know better. For many of us,

the world can then be a better place because learning can, with some guideline, become a pleasurable activity.
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1 Develop a Positive Attitude
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A Positive Attitude Can Work Miracles

However much you try, you will only half succeed, if you do not have, or develop, a genuine interest in the subjects of your study. You will never be good at anything unless you have some love for it. POSITIVE ATTITUDE is the ﬁrst requirement for success in any ﬁeld - including studies.

Do you know the story of the soldier who dragged himself on a forced march at the end of a long line of prisoners of war? He was dragging his feet because he was being forced to march. He did not want to be there, and he certainly did not enjoy what he was doing. Yet, a few months later, after his release, he was back home and going on long trekking expeditions into the high mountains, covering longer distances of more difficult terrain, but yet enjoying it. 

He wanted to do it - he didn’t have to do it. And that made the difference.

It is a question of attitude. If you have a positive attitude, you have started out well. Well-begun is already half done.

There is the classic case, often quoted in books on Selling — of two salesmen being sent by two shoe manufacturing companies to some remote part of Africa. Two days later, both companies got a communication. One salesman sent a cable, ‘Returning tomorrow - no one wears shoes here’. The other salesman sent a cable, ‘Staying one month -— send 5,000 pairs urgently - no one wears shoes here’.

Both looked at opportunities in different ways. It was a question of attitude. The salesman who stayed on had a positive attitude.  
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2 Try to Increase Knowledge and Skills
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Knowing The Facts Of Physics Is  All Very Good, But Knowing How To Apply These Facts To daily Life Is True Knowledge 

Ideally, you must seek to increase both knowledge and skills. Knowledge is intellectual; skill lies in the application of that knowledge. One without the other results in a kind of sterile ability - and nothing worthwhile is produced.

It’s no use learning Geography, if you cannot apply it in a limited way when listening to the evening weather bulletin.

It’s no use learning Physics, if you do not understand the practical signiﬁcance of an apple falling on Newton’s head; or of Archimedes running out of his bathtub shouting ‘Eureka’ to a surprised world.

Constantly trying to apply textbook knowledge to practical experiences and experiments, helps you to gain greater mastery over the knowledge that is picked up, and also helps in greater ‘recall’ because the facts are ﬁrmly planted in the memory.
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