
        
            
                
            
        


	This book was written by an American school teacher, so don’t expect good grammar or tree-hugging politeness. 

I do my best to present the American school system as truthfully and as wittily (is that a word?) as possible.

Hugs!

P. Jones, teacher
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Prologue

 

Student report card comment codes

 

In an effort to make teacher grading more transparent, here is an honest addendum to report card comment codes.

 

Code #72: Student is a whinny little bitch

Code #73: God will forgive your mother if she has an abortion next time.

Code #74: Crack-like addiction to cell phone

Code #75: Can’t hang academically

Code #76: Future crack whore and/or washroom attendant

 







Lesson 1

 

Schools don’t give a shit

 

Word of the Day:

propaganda: 1. information, especially of a biased or bullshitty nature, used to promote or publicize a particular social or political cause. 2. the use of posters, commercials, blog posts, or media to get you to buy into an idea or belief.

 

History Lesson

Brown vs. Board of Education (1954)

The U.S. Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education declares that separate schools are "inherently unequal." Since Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas wasn’t on the court then, it passed unanimously.

Desegregating schools based on color didn’t happen overnight, of course, but progress was definitely made. Unfortunately, we now have a growing segregation of a different kind. Money. If you’ve got some—yay! Your kid gets a better, more personal education. If you don’t have money… oh, well.

 

Wealth Lesson

Wealth expert Douglas Kruger argues that schools were designed to create worker bees. Bees who, I might add, won’t be needed in the future since robots are cheaper and don’t take smoke breaks.

 

Fun fact!

Depending upon which study you look at, the State of California spends roughly between $11,495 per student and spends $64.642 per prison inmate.*

Who says crime doesn’t pay?

And this leads credence to my argument that the U.S. school system doesn’t give a hoot about its children.

 


Lesson 2

 

Teachers are out to get my child & other teacher myths

 

Myth #1: Teachers work less than other professionals

The truth… 

Teachers generally spend six hours in front of a class. Another hour is for lesson preparation, bitching about students, and battling other teachers for the school’s only working copy machine. We’re also required to report to work before school starts and assist kids after school, and don’t get me started on grading the swill that students turn in as work. Many teachers, however, figure out how to minimize these non-paid hours through experience and/or learning to not give a shit.

 

Myth #2: Teachers get a paid summer vacation

The truth…

Teachers choose to have their salary divided by twelve months, or they go hungry during the summer break. The smart ones get a summer job. The smarter ones get a new career.

 

Myth #3: Teachers are out to get my child

The truth…

If your child is a little shit or heinous bitch, a teacher wants to get your child out of her classroom-- not waste time hurting your brat’s education. Teaching is tough enough without having students who are rude, nasty, disruptive, or just plain condescending. Dumb we can handle. I’ve taught at several schools and have found that most teachers want students to succeed more than the students actually want to succeed.

 

Myth #4: Teachers want to eliminate standardized testing

The truth…

Generally speaking, teachers do not have a problem with standardized testing. We do have a problem with being held responsible for low scores when students are not held equally responsible.

 

Math Lesson

High school teacher paid daily hours: 7

U.S. Average hourly rate: $25 - $30*

$30 x 7 = $210 per school day

$210 x 5 days = $1,050 each week

$1,050 x 4 weeks = $4,200 per month

$4,200 x 12 months = $50,400 per year

 

Woohoo! Now let’s all go to the club and make it rain! 

 

 

 


Lesson 3

 

All good teachers go to hell

 

Social Studies Lesson

No matter what industry you’re in, it’s hard to escape the plague of meetings. K-Mart team members gather in the middle of their poorly lit store. Millennials hold important meetings at the local wi-fi enabled coffee shop.  

And why not? Meetings play a crucial role in American society.

Think about it.

Meetings force you to gather into a room where you don’t want to be and to sit with people whom you’d rather not talk to, and listen to people you’d rather not hear from.

In other words, meetings teach us to appreciate just how much our lives suck.

Teaching is no different. 

But we like to call our meetings professional development. Professional development soirees are in our contract, so teachers are forced to migrate into the library or prison holding area to learn how to teach better. Yep. Four years of undergraduate school isn’t enough. And in the lovely State of California, teachers must endure an extra two years of training once they finally get their teaching credential, so it only makes sense that we need additional training, right?

Some schools principals get the game. 

They give you the information that you need to know and do their best to organize monthly professional development activities that might actually be helpful. The really good ones keep our meetings short. Unfortunately, a number of principals insist upon doing skits and Hamilton show tunes with their even less talented administrative staff.

Yep, hell on Earth.

Can you blame me for writing suicide notes to myself?

Normally, I wouldn’t entertain the idea of offing myself, but too many professional development meetings have forced me to reconsider my beliefs.

 

Fun fact!

Seating arrangements at professional development meetings are just like high school. Literally. The Physical Ed teachers sit with their fellow jocks, and the science teachers sit next to their so poorly dressed fellow nerds. The angry/disgruntled teachers sit way in the back and make fun of the school administration and their (not particularly bright) fellow teachers.

 


Lesson 4

 

The Los Angeles teacher strike

 

Strike slogan: My union went on strike, and all I got was this lousy wet t-shirt.

 

On January 14, 2019, the United Teachers of Los Angeles went on strike. It was its first strike in 30 years, and it lasted for six days.

 

What were educators striking for?

In short…


	- Pay raise (of course)

	- Class size reduction

	- A nurse in every school

	- Limit those damn charter schools



Didn’t teachers get these things?

Yes and no. Yes, teachers received a 6% pay raise, but we were offered that before we went on strike.

Oh, and we got a big ol’ reduction in class size, too. Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) averages 35 – 40 students per class with some exceptions.

 

Here’s a class size reduction breakdown*: 

Secondary Math and English classes: 46 student limit immediately drops to 39

Year 1 class size reduction: 1 student

Year 2 class size reduction: 1 more student (two so far!)

Year 3 class size reduction: 2 more (I mean less) students

 

So what about the nurses?

Not all schools will be getting them-- plus, there were already monies earmarked for nursing staff before the strike.

 

Vocabulary Review

propaganda: information used to promote or publicize a particular social or political cause. 

 

LAUSD strike FAQ (propaganda):

Will student learning take place during a strike?

Yes. Instruction will be provided by qualified L.A. Unified staff, which includes certificated and classified staff, qualified substitute employees, or reassigned administrators.

Translation:

You bet, learning will be happening inside school walls during the strike. We have plenty of superhero and horror movies to keep your child academically engaged!

 

Teacher Union strike propaganda:

After six days on strike along with parents, students and community members across Los Angeles, we have reached a historic agreement...

The truth…

Union president Alex Caputo-Pearl got a standing ovation on the Bill Maher show.

Teachers, counselors, and other educators got to stand in the cold rain.

 

Fun fact!

All of the gains that LA educators “won” are up for grabs when the Teacher’s Union and LAUSD reopen negotiations in less than a year! And don’t be surprised if teacher furloughs are on the table.
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