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INTRODUCTION 

Latin drumming is probably the most complex area of drumming—from my own perspective at least. That isn’t to say that any other area is less complex, but the basic foundation for Latin drumming at first looks quite advanced, yet is only a starting point, as opposed to 1/8th note or 1/4 note rhythms and even 1/16th note rhythms. In particular, the Samba beat is composed of a variation of 1/16th note patterns as you will discover shortly. 

I won’t go into it here but I believe my somewhat aversion to it is based on the fact that in the UK, anything other than the basics covered here is rare at best. So, what they say about fish holds true here also that you can only grow to the size your environment allows. Or, it’s rare to see large fish in small ponds and similar. But in the end, this was an err in my own judgment, and if I wanted to pursue Latin drumming more than I did then perhaps I should have moved to a different pond, so to speak. But I didn’t and am happy to own that decision. I digress...

These patterns can also have a bit of a twist to them. They may be played or rather felt 1/8th note behind, or 1/8th note before the actual beat. Or 1/16th before or after the beat. This gives the rhythms a spice of life not usually encountered in basic rock rhythms and although basic rock rhythms can be played with the same technique, this tends to make them verge on the contemporary rather than the rock feel. 

Please don’t get confused here as I don’t literally mean playing behind or in front of the beat. I am referring to the feel of the songs and especially the bass line. 

Playing in front or behind the beat though is a valid technique that goes  beyond the scope of this program. The idea can be very interesting and you should really check out Dave Weckl's videos which contain examples that are far more instructive than I could ever hope to demonstrate here.

Anyway, these rhythms, like any other, become easier the more they’re practiced. So, it’s 

best we just get practicing and have some fun along the way with these very interesting rhythms.

I will first, briefly go over the contents then I will give some underlying advice and tips and basic information about the intention of this particular course part plus other useful information you can use as your drumming skills develop. Not forgetting the essence email available by registering for the free audio demonstration of course.

The Time Space and Drums’ Basic Latin Drumming Foundation Course includes just four Latin drumming lessons, designed to take the complete beginner through a process that builds a solid Latin drumming foundation. It will also help the intermediate student drummer enhance his/her skills through more focused development and improvement or workout practice. 

Along with learning how to play basic Latin drum rhythms, the student will begin to learn the fundamentals of flow, flavor, and variety within one’s own playing. Therefore, that student will emerge with a fully rounded basic Latin drumming foundation, as well as having a more enhanced music reading foundation. 

Most advanced Latin drumming concepts are built on and from these vital fundamental skills and so, this eighth book forms a basic Latin drumming foundation for the beginning student to build on later. 

So, first things first; this is not supposed to be an in-depth look at Latin drumming. This is simply a basic foundation that will allow the drummer to play the most common Latin rhythms in their most basic forms. But keep in mind that those forms can be greatly enhanced by adopting the dynamic playing techniques you would have learned through book 7.

This part is really all about developing the samba beat; simply because the samba will be the most used Latin rhythm you will play along with variations and interpretations of it.

This really allows the drummer to add some flavor to his or her playing as these rhythms are very strongly reliant on dynamics after the scientific mathematical exercise is mastered.

This beat also opens the door much wider to help you sing the types of rhythms I sang in the Dynamics Accents book 7 demonstrations.

Again, we see that this, and part 7, are closely related in their application. More aptly put, these two parts lend an integration that will allow more dynamic use of accents and drum beats in general covered in book 1 and even in book 2. This in most part is due to the flow that the samba bass drum part inspires or portrays.

Regarding the various flavors of music genre, you should ask yourself which world you live in and what your musical surroundings are.

The main issue as a drummer living in the UK, for instance, is that I personally never really attained the experience through constantly playing exotic rhythms such as the sambas, songo beats, and rhythms and to a large extent, general fusion or jazz style drumming. 

These styles of drumming really belong in and come from other worlds. Other ponds so to speak. So, if you are into more complex drumming such as Latin, jazz, and or fusion, the UK circuit is probably not the best pond for you to be swimming in. 

Take a look at your surroundings to clearly see and then ask yourself, “Which world do I live in?” Other things to ask yourself include: what kind of world you live in and the drumming most appropriate for that world? What are you surrounded by? And of course, which world do you want to live in in the future?

To a great extent, the world that you live in will either limit the type of music you could possibly get involved in or it could help you to progress within a certain genre. And of
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