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Leander Texas

Gabby parked her ten speed bike and chained it up then walked toward the still dark café. They were on the far edge of town and while Leander, Texas wasn’t that big, it was a fair sized city that sprawled out along the highway. The diner she worked at was small but they had good food, thanks to Becky, their cook. 

She was the first one here again, which didn’t surprise her but Nancy was supposed to be here to open and do morning prep. She unlocked the back door and went inside. Turning on the lights in the kitchen, she shook her head tiredly. She checked the coffee pots and sighed. They hadn’t been dumped out from the night before so she finished the job Nancy had left and soon there were two fresh pots of coffee brewing. She turned on the ovens and began the morning prep. She got Becky’s egg bake in the oven as that was today’s breakfast special and began morning setups. Stopping to pull her long, dark hair back into a ponytail, she then washed her hands to start the morning prep. A lot of work lay ahead of her but what else was new? She shook her head and just got started with her day.

She laid out the strips of bacon on the cookie sheets and began browning the sausages from the morning crowds. She knew by now what the early birds liked and didn’t like for their morning meals. Then she got out the pot of sausage and biscuits gravy along with the grits. She got them heated slowly and took a cup of coffee for herself.

Twenty minutes later, Nancy showed up and growled, as she stowed her purse in her cubby. “I hope you got everything done, everyone is showing up already, waiting for you to open the door.” 

Gabby said nothing. She refused to argue with her. If she had done her job better, there wouldn't be any delay at all.

A few minutes later, Becky, the morning cook, showed up. She apologized for running late then smiled at Gabby and thanked her for getting everything ready for her. Becky wasn’t like Nancy, thank goodness. They both knew it was Gabby who did the prep each morning even though it was Nancy’s job on the schedule.

She gave Becky a grateful smile. Nancy would just ignore her anyway and she didn’t want to fight this early in the morning. She took a couple of minutes to drink her coffee. Glancing over at the clock, she noted the time...five minutes until six. 

Becky got busy and began whipping eggs for her scrambled eggs. She also got the bread lined up for the first half dozen orders of toast.

Gabby straightened her apron and went out to the front. She unlocked the door and everyone began coming in. She and Nancy were busy with the breakfast crowd and when the customers came in they got their orders. Being so busy, time flew by and soon the first wave was over. Then the second wave began. Then the breakfast crowd was over and they had time to take a break. 

Nancy sat at the front counter and watched as Gabby cleared her last table. She had a sneer on her face. Becky watched from the kitchen as she and Gabby met gazes. They knew Nancy would ruin the air inside the diner with her constant put downs of Gabby shortly. 

And she did.

“Well Scarface, you didn’t seem to scare too many people this mornin.” Nancy sneered. “They must be getting used to your face, it's only been three years but I guess if people see something often enough, they get used to it and don’t bother looking anymore.”

Gabby tried to ignore her comments. She couldn’t help that she had scars, she’d had them a long time. Not too many people here knew how she’d gotten scarred but Nancy never let her alone about it. 

Yes, she had seven knife wounds on her face and neck, the worst one went across her throat. It had been a miracle she was still alive from the attack so long ago, but the scars were old and she almost forgot about them over the years. Only Nancy wouldn’t let her forget them and she wasn’t the only one who wouldn’t let her forget.

She had gone into the system at the age of four when her dad murdered her mom and attacked her, leaving her broken. Fighting for her life, she had been scarred for life. Her dad was a biker and he didn’t come around too much but he was there at the time. He’d been around for the last three days and her parents had been fighting the whole time he was there. That morning, they fought because the day before, her dad had her shoulder tattooed with a symbol of his MC, a flaming bird. Her mother, Gina, had had a fit and her dad had just walked out on them both. Gabby had a feeling he’d done it to piss her mom off. That had been that... But he showed up the next morning and she started in again about hating the tattoo. She wouldn’t leave it alone. He was still drunk from the day before so when she let him have it that’s when her dad lost it. He shouted that he was Gabby’s dad and he should have some say over what happened to his kid. Then her mother shouted back that they weren’t married and even if they were, she still wouldn’t want her four year old daughter marked for life like that. Then she yelled at him because it hadn’t even been legal for him to tattoo her and that’s when the hitting started. Gabby




























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
K.J. DAHLEN





d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg
S






d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image004.jpg





d2d_images/image007.jpg





