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In my snow-covered cottage at the South Pole 
I was having breakfast.


That frosty morning, as I was popping the last 
piece of marmalade-covered plum pudding into 
my mouth, there was a knock on the door of 
Mistletoe Cottage.


When I opened the door, I saw that it was 
the mailman.
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Hello, Percy, I said. Come on in out of the 
cold.


Ive got a letter for you, said Percy. And as it 
has a North Pole postmark, I suppose its from 
your uncle.


Everybody at the South Pole knows about my 
famous uncle who lives at the North Pole.


Good old Santa Claus, I chuckled. Havent 
heard from him in ages!


Well, remarked Percy, thanks for the warm-up. 
I had better be off now.
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I opened the envelope.


Dear Nephew, read the letter, I hope all is 
well down there. We are busy as usual up here, 
getting things organized for Christmas. Which is 
one of the reasons I am writing to you.


Can you help?


Each year I am finding it more and more difficult 
to get around to all those Mr. Men! There seem to 
be so many of them all over the place, and I was 
wondering if, this year, as a big favor to your old 
uncle, you could stand in for me?


Hoping you can help. Your ever loving uncle.
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That very evening I put through a long-distance 
call to the North Pole.


Hello? chuckled a rather deep, rumbly voice 
at the other end of the telephone. Santa Claus 
speaking!


Hello, Uncle, I said. Your letter arrived this 
morning, and Id love to help!


Oh, good for you, the voice rumbled in my ear. 
If you have a pencil and paper, Ill give you the 
Mr. Mens names and addresses. Ill lend you a 
couple of reindeer if you like.


Oh, no, I said. I can manage.
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