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‘May’st thou spend millions of years,  thou lover of Thebes, sitting with   thy face to the north wind and thine  

eyes beholding happiness.’ 

Inscription on Tutankhamun’s Wishing Cup
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A Gift from the Gods

Long, long ago, the great kingdom of ancient Egypt stretched along the river Nile  in an area now known as Northeast Africa. The kings of this rich and prosperous  land were called pharaohs. They lived in magnificent palaces filled with tapestries,  sculptures and priceless treasures. Outside were beautiful gardens, with exotic  flowers, fruit trees, ponds and walkways.

The pharaoh was all-powerful and the people, from the lowliest slave to the highest noble, strove to satisfy his every wish. They idolised their ruler and believed that when he died he would be transported to the aerlife where he would live for ever among the gods.   

The people of these ancient times believed that their gods controlled everything, from daily family life to the seing of the sun and the rising of the moon, and that their rich and fertile land and fresh, clean water was their reward for honouring their gods. 

It was into this world around 1341 bce that a baby boy was born, who would become  the most famous pharaoh in history. This is his story.
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Amun

God of the Sun

Aten

God of the Sun disk

Anubis

God of the dead  and mummification

Sobek 

God of the Nile
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A Pharaoh’s Duty  

In ancient Egypt, the first duty of the pharaoh was to pay homage to the gods so they would continue to look kindly upon his kingdom. Everything possible was done to please them. Great statues were carved in their images and vast temples built for their worship.

The pharaoh was also responsible for keeping peace and harmony throughout his lands, looking after nature and making sure his people were protected and well cared for.  

Horus

God of the sky

Isis 

Goddess of magic and fertility

osiris 

God of the afterlife
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one True God

About the year 1353 bce,a period of unhappiness and unrest came to this bountiful land. A new pharaoh, Amenhotep IV, had come to the throne and introduced a new law. He decreed that it was forbidden to worship any god but Aten – the god of the Sun disk – and ordered that all images, statues and scriptures representing the other gods be destroyed.   

Amenhotep told his people that he was the earthly son of Aten. He said Aten had visited him to reveal that he was the one and only true god. Whether they believed him or not, there was nothing the people of Egypt could do. Amenhotep was their ruler and the pharaoh’s word must be obeyed. But many secretly held on to their beliefs and harboured hatred in  their hearts for their new ruler.
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