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Chapter 1 


The Planned Vacation
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Matthew sat at his desk, staring blankly at the computer screen. He had been waiting for this moment for months getting approved for his annual leave from work. Just as he clicked Send on his vacation request form, he received an email notification.

He opened it to find a message from a tour company that offered him a chance to go on an adventure in the wilderness. The trip was exactly what he needed to relieve some of the stress from his job and recharge his batteries so he could return feeling refreshed and focused.

Finally, Matthew said under his breath as he typed a response confirming that he would be taking up the offer.

Excited about the upcoming adventure and with his employer’s approval already sorted, Matthew raced home to prepare for the expedition. He packed lightly while making sure he had everything he might need during his time in the wild.

As he left his house carrying his backpack, Tom and Lindsey his neighbors, walked over to him.

Tom, who had lived in the neighborhood longer than anyone else, made some playful remarks.

"Off to another one of your adventures again, Matthew?"

"Yes," replied Matthew smiling, "I am going on a tour deep in the countryside and wildlife."

Lindsay also chipped in, Don’t forget to come back before winter sets in.

With promises of returning safe and sound, Matthew hopped into his car and drove towards the headquarters of the travel agency organizing the trip.

When he arrived, he met Jessamy, the administrator and contact person of the company. She welcomed him and quickly ran through the program itinerary. According to her, he would embark on their journey in a 4-wheel-drive land cruiser together with other tourists, then settle in at a nearby campsite where they will base themselves. 
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Chapter 2


The Arrival
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After arriving at the campsite, Matthew takes a deep breath and feels refreshed by the wilderness around him. He makes his way to the registration office where he meets with Jessamy, the tour company administrator. "Good morning, Mr. Matthews," Jessamy greets him warmly, "how was your journey?"

"It was great, thank you," replies Matthew as she hands him some forms to fill out.

As he sits down to complete the form, Lindsey appears behind him. "Hey Matthew, didn't expect to see you here!" Lindsey laughs.

"I know right!" responds Matthew, chuckling with her.

As the group sat down to enjoy their drinks, Tom looked around and noted how much he enjoyed the fresh air and beautiful scenery. Matthew shared his enthusiasm and mentioned that he was particularly interested in trying out some of the team-building activities offered at the campsite.

As luck would have it, they were approached by a friendly woman who introduced herself as Sarah. She mentioned that she had overheard their conversation about the team-building games and suggested that they join her group for an upcoming session. With curiosity piqued, Matthew couldn't resist the invitation and accepted with excitement.

As they made their way to where the session was taking place, Matthew couldn't help but notice the eclectic mix of people that comprised this particular group. There was Mark, an engineer from New York City; Jake, a college student from Ohio; Julie, a stay-at-home mom from Georgia; and lastly, there was Samantha, an artist from California. Each person brought a unique perspective and energy to the group that served to make Matthew feel right at home.

The session began with an icebreaker game intended to introduce each member and establish a sense of camaraderie amongst the group. As they worked through various team-building exercises, Matthew found himself immersed in the experience and grateful for the opportunity to work alongside this enthusiastic crew. By the end of the session, Sarah handed Matthew a business card and invited him to attend another group session happening later on in the week.

Matthew left feeling inspired and rejuvenated, having made new friends and discovering strengths within himself that he didn't know existed before. He knew that the lessons learned during these sessions would serve him well beyond his time at the campsite.

After the briefing on the itinerary for the following day's animal park visit, which includes viewing environmental monuments, Helmet Kimell crosses Marc Geoff in one of their shared interests while waiting for other tourists to arrive. The topic of conversation gradually shifts to discussing COVID difficulties relating to travelling, and soon enough there is an agreement between them to reflect authentic cases on the challenges faced by people due to the pandemic.

Dorito Franz joins the circle too, carrying with him his collection of Indiana snacks, vegan world plates, and hip accessories. Everyone finds it fascinating to hear about the new beauty fan trends and asks for more details as the night progresses.

Meanwhile, the campfire has been lit
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