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    To my Grandad, Petty Officer Charles William Hurst—Though we never met, your courage and sacrifice echo through the generations.
To my Dad, Charles William Hurst (Billy),Carrying your father's name and legacy with pride and love.
And to all the brave crewmates of HMS Hartland,Who stood shoulder to shoulder with my Grandad in the darkest hours.
Your stories deserve to be remembered.
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            Author's Note
The letters within this story have been entirely created from imagination, crafted to serve the narrative's purpose. It would have felt deeply wrong to use actual correspondence, as I wanted to preserve the privacy of the senders and recipients—people who lived and loved during a time of great hardship. The voices within these letters are fictional, though the sentiments they express aim to honour those who experienced the realities of war.
This story is rooted in true historical events, particularly Operation Torch, which took place on 8th of November 1942. It was a pivotal moment in World War II, a campaign that marked the beginning of the Allied invasion of North Africa. The context of this operation has been faithfully maintained, but the characters and their personal stories are woven from the fabric of my imagination, in the hope of giving life to the courage and sacrifices made during that time.
The first names of some crew members who served aboard HMS Hartland have been used in this narrative. Including their ranks and rates. This decision was made out of respect, as a tribute to the men who served alongside one another, many of whom are no longer remembered by name. It is important to me that they are not forgotten, as they too played their part in the war.
While the story draws heavily on historical events, some details have been altered or invented in order to create a more cohesive narrative. This was done with the utmost respect for the history and the people involved, in order to give the story its emotional weight and flow.
Lastly, I've attempted to tell this story through the lens of my grandad's role aboard the Hartland and within the Royal Navy. What follows is based on the fragments of memory, the stories passed down, and the few things I know about his time during the war. It is a humble attempt to honour his legacy, and that of those who served with him.
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