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Once upon a time there was a young woman who wished very much to have a child. Desperately, she went to consult a witch.

The old lady gave her a seed and told her to plant it and to water it carefully every day.

The young woman went home and followed the witch's instructions. After some time, the seed sprouted and grew into a flower.

Astonished, the young woman took the flower gently in her hands.

Suddenly, it opened and in the centre of the flower appeared a pretty little girl about an inch tall.
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Since the girl was very tiny and no bigger than a thumb, her mother decided to call her Thumbelina. At night, the little Thumbelina slept in a cradle made from a walnut shell and a duvet cover made of rose petals. Mother and daughter lived together happily.

Thumbelina was able to speak from birth and she would amuse her mother by telling stories or singing in a sweet voice.

But time passed and little Thumbelina did not grow any taller than she was.
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One night, when Thumbelina was asleep in her walnut shell, an ugly toad approached the crib and saw her.

He found her very pretty and said, “She would be an ideal wife for my son.”

He gently carried her from the cradle and jumped out of the window.

“I’m going to find a safe place to keep her and tomorrow I’ll go and get my son. It will be a wonderful surprise for him," thought the toad.
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The next morning, when Thumbelina woke up, she found herself on a lily pad in the middle of a pond, surrounded by water.

She became frightened and began to cry.

Hearing her sobs, the fish lifted their heads up through water to see what the matter was. “Please, help me!” cried the little girl.

A butterfly passing by came and sat beside her.

Moved by the tears of the child, the butterfly and the fish decided to help her. They nibbled through the stalk of the lotus leaf so that it floated off down the river.

The butterfly then took the tip of the rod and pulled the lily pad to shore.
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Thumbelina was left alone in the wilderness, but somehow managed to survive the summer. But winter came quickly. Thumbelina felt very cold and could not find enough food to eat.

One day, she saw a little house and went to knock at the door.

A kind-hearted mouse opened the door and allowed her to stay in his house for the whole of the winter.

In exchange, the little girl helped with the housework and sang beautiful songs to entertain the mouse.

The mouse frequently received visits from his neighbour. Mr Mole.

After one of his visits, the mouse advised Thumbelina that Mr Mole wanted to marry her.

“Mr Mole is very good and very rich. This is a chance you can’t miss. You must take this opportunity”, said the mouse.
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