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Want to know more about wine? You are at the right place. This book is structured, short and sweet, and extremely cool for beginners.

We cover wine basics, grape varieties and countries, all in one glance.

Grape varieties

80% of all wines in the world are made from 20 major grape varieties. It is enough to know the main ones to choose good wine. We study 6 main whites, 5 main reds, and 5 sparkling wines.

You will have a profile for each variety: color, aromas, characteristics, regions and producers, food paring, similar varieties.

Countries

We will briefly discuss France, Italy, Spain, Germany, Portugal, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, USA, Argentina, and Chile.⁠

You will learn how to read the wine labels of these countries, get essential and structured information about regions and wines that you should definitely try. A list of producers is attached, of course. ⁠

You will finally understand what is so particular in expensive French and Italian wines. And if there is any difference between Old and New Worlds.

Welcome on board and let's begin. Cheers!

What you’ll learn

	How to taste, drink and store wine correctly?

	How to read wine labels from different countries?

	How to choose good wine?

	Wines from France, Italy, Spain, Germany, Portugal, and New World.

	Main grape varieties and the difference between them.

	What affects wine quality and the price?

	What is so particular about expensive French and Italian wines?

	Get the lists of the best producers of all wine discussed.

	Improve your wine consumption and save money on wine.

	Learn what glasses and wine gadgets to buy


This book is for all wine lovers who are passionate about wine and want to make their wine consumption more diverse and elegant.
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Tasting Wine Plan
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	Mine wine terms: Who is who

	Wine history: some interesting facts

	Grape varieties: international and local

	Wine production: from terroir to the shelves. Colors and corks

	5 main characteristics of wine

	How to taste wine: eye-nose-mouth

	How to serve wine: glasses, temperature, aeration

	How to storage wine
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ALL THIS

INFORMATION WE NEED ONLY FOR

1 REASON:

TO DRINK GOOD WINE
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Wine Terms
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still wine


	

	
sparkling wine


	

	
fortified wine


	

	
winemaker


	

	
winery, producer


	

	
vineyard


	

	
vine


	

	
appellation, region


	

	
grape variety


	
enology 



	
blend


	
(oenology) 



	
vintage, year


	
sommelier cavist



	
wine aging


	
Old world/New world



	
oak (wine) barrel


	







	
unoaked


	

	
label


	

	
cork/screw cap
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MILESTONES OF WINE HISTORY
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≈ 7.000 BC: first mentions, rice wine in China.

4110 B.C: First winery was found in Armenia.

In Ancient Greece: wine is a part of feasts and celebrations. Word “symposium “ — philosophical talk with wine.

0: Jesus turns "water into wine".

65 AD — first enology textbook was written.

77 AD: Pliny the Elder writes “vino veritas”.

800 AD: First sommilier and cavist at the French royal court.

1000: Château de Goulaine was built. Possibly the oldest operating winery.

1180: In Alsace monks started to write down each vintage (still doing it).

––––––––
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1520: First grape was planted in The New World.

1535: Fist Sparkling wine, occasionally.

1862 - 1881: Phylloxera epidemic. 75% of vineyards were destroyed in France. Solution: Grafting (  ) vitis vinifera (the European grapevine,) onto American root stock 

1954: First tractors in vineyards.

1964: Screw cap in Australia.

1978: Robert Parker issued his first wine newsletter. The era of wine critics began.

2011: Wine Future Congress was held in Hong Kong. Bordeaux — China.
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Grape Varieties
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Table and wine (technical).

Autochthon (local, indigenous) and international.

More than 2000 grape varieties but 80% of all wine is made from ≈ 25 of them.

Main whites: Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, Muscat, Gewurztraminer, Pinot Gris/Pinot Grigio.

Main reds: Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon,

Syrah/Shiraz, Grenache/Garnacha, Merlot,

Cabernet Franc.
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Production: What Factors Affect Quality and Price?
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	Place

Soil

Weather

Grape variety

Year!

Enology techniques

Barrels

Aging

Wine making secrets

Winemaker soul

Moon calendar

Coronavirus
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Production: Terroir
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Production: Wine Making Proces
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Colors of Wine

[image: ]


Red and white have same color inside — gray.

The skin gives color and tannins to wine.

Whites: white grapes, no contact, no tannins.

Rose: red grapes, 2-72 hours skin contact, no tannins.

Red: red grapes, 1-3 weeks skin contact, tannins.

Orange: white grapes, 1-6 month skin contact, tannins.

Vihno Verde — freshness, not a green color.
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