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Be prepared. There are werewolves in this story, and they are NOT friendly.

A line has been drawn.

When Rebekah and Jamie choose friends over their family, they know things will never be the same. But what they don’t know is that they’ll be taking their lives into their own hands.

A dark secret leads to an even greater betrayal, one that could threaten to destroy them once and for all. The Hunters become the Hunted, and the twins find themselves running from not one, but both sides of the law.

Can they stay one step ahead of the danger that’s chasing them? Can they figure out a way to undo the past?

More importantly...can they ever really go back home?
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Loved ONLY THE BEGINNING? Find out who Rogue and Michael are in the Hidden Secrets Saga – Read what happened to send Jamie and Rebekah’s life into secrecy!

You won’t be disappointed!

Download Seventh Mark part 1 For FREE

Seventh Mark part 2

Marked by Destiny

Compelled

Fate’s Intervention

Chosen Three

Book Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-_vVYC1gvo
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I ran until I couldn’t run anymore. I ran till my feet were sore and bleeding. Running over mountains. Past rivers and streams. Sprinting in and out of small rural towns I’d never heard of, and would likely never see again. I ran as if my very life depended on it because, in all likelihood, it did. 

Most probably, there were people out there running the exact same way after me.

It wasn’t until Luca collapsed on the ground beside me that I dared to stop. That I dared to look back.

“I’m sorry,” he gasped, lowering his forehead to the forest floor as he panted desperately for oxygen. “I’m sorry.”

His limbs were shaking and his skin was pale. There was a ghastly bruise where I’d been gripping his wrist—pulling him along at a speed far beyond most eternals—and although he was making a valiant effort to push back to his feet, I’d have been surprised if he was even able to stand.

There was a restless shifting beside me as a snow-white wolf glanced warily behind us, then clawed at the ground. The girl on his back followed every movement with wide, terrified eyes, clinging to his shimmering fur as if her very life depended on it. At that moment, it absolutely did.

“I know, Jamie, but what can we do?” I murmured, staring down without pity at Luca’s wilted form. “He’s clearly at his limit.”

Jamie bowed his head with a wolfish sigh of frustration, then jerked his head in such a way that even Olivia Kane was able to understand what he meant. She nodded quickly and scrambled off his back, landing in a little heap on the ground beside her brother.

Jamie didn’t spare her a second glance, though he had carried her with unspeakable care for the last four hours. The second she was gone he circled round to me, bowing his head with a single telepathic word.

Clothes.

I nodded quickly then glanced down the hill at the small town nestled in the valley below. Even from such a distance my sharp eyes took in every single detail, and it wasn’t long before I found exactly what I was looking for. “Stay here with them,” I said softly. “I’ll be back in two minutes.”

There was a sudden scrambling behind me as Luca pushed halfway to his feet. “Wait a second. Where are you going?”

“Sit down, Luca. I’ll be back before you know it.”

A hand shot out of nowhere, clamping onto my arm. It was followed immediately by a low growl of warning, but even though Jamie’s lethal teeth were just inches from his chest Luca held onto me, now staring down in concern. He’d apparently caught his breath and was standing up now.

“You shouldn’t be going anywhere by yourself,” he insisted. “We’ve got to stick together. There’s no telling when your family might...”

My entire body stiffened as I turned around with a withering glare.

“Sit. Down. Luca.” A surge of overwhelming anger welled up inside me, and I struggled to get it under control. “I’m getting Jamie some pants.”

He did as I asked. Rather, at that precise moment his legs gave out and he collapsed beside his sister. He opened his mouth to speak, but before he could say a single word I was heading down the mountain. 

The woods at my back. The wind in my hair. The brilliant sunset blazing in my eyes. 

What the hell did we just do?

The question tore at me as I sprinted over the uneven terrain and barreled through the dense underbrush, faster than any mortal eye could see. A silent sob shook my body, blurring my eyes with a thousand tears as their faces flashed through my mind, one after the other.

Grace, Sarah, Rob, Seth, Caleb, Michael...Rouge.

For whatever reason, it was my mother’s face that stood out to me most of all. The look of utter shock and heartbreaking devastation as her children, the most beloved things in her entire world, looked her in the eye and made the choice to walk away. The ocean of tears that had poured down her lovely face as she sank to her knees, watching the world as she knew it come to an end.

One sob triggered another, which triggered another, and before I knew it I was crouched behind some local’s farm truck, weeping uncontrollably into my hands. I couldn’t believe what had just happened. I simply couldn’t wrap my head around it. On Monday, everything had been fine. We’d been gearing up for our eighteenth birthday. We’d finally been given permission to go on our first Hunt. After what felt like a lifetime of waiting, it felt like things were finally, finally starting to pick up speed...only to crash into a million pieces.

Other images flashed through my mind, crushing me slowly under the weight of them. The look on my father’s face when Jamie had refused to back down, when he had threatened to leave. The way Caleb had lifted his hand to his chest, as if his heart was literally breaking. The chilling promise in Seth’s eyes as he strode forward across the lawn. The look of astonishment that flickered across Rob’s face while, by his side, Grace cupped her hands over her mouth and tried very hard not to cry. Sarah was weeping openly.

It was like I’d wandered into a bad dream. And no matter how fast I kept running or how hard I tried to wake up, the dream followed me.

How could I have said those things? How could I have left?! Left my home and my family? Caused them so much pain? Chosen a virtual stranger over my own flesh and blood? People who had taken care of me. Raised me. Loved me.

A wave of nausea came out of nowhere, and before I knew what was happening I dropped to my knees and threw up everything in my stomach.

My eyes were red and blurry with tears as my palms pressed into the dusty country road. A part of me didn’t even want to get up. A part of me wanted to stay there forever. To pull out my phone and call home. Apologize for ever doing something so outrageously stupid. Tell them where I was and wait by the broken-down pickup for my parents to come get me.

They would yell at us. Then hug us. Then all would be forgiven. Jamie and I would pile into the back of the Escalade, the only car large enough to fit everyone at the same time, and head back home. Like it never happened.

...and Luca and Olivia would be dead.

The tears stopped as I lifted my head and took a slow, steadying breath. 

It was impossible not to finish the sentence. Impossible not to complete the story. Jamie and I had left for a reason. We had left to save the lives of the pair of frightened siblings waiting up on the hill. If we hadn’t done so...

There was no going back now. For us or for them.  

Moving as quickly and quietly as I could, I hopped over a rickety wooden fence and darted towards the clothesline strung across the lawn. The clothes were still a bit damp, but they were clean. And they were clothes. At this point, neither Jamie nor I was going to be very picky.

I snatched up an armful then headed back up the hill, dumping them in a pile behind a thick grove of trees for my brother. It was a small town and didn’t offer much by way of options. But in the end I had been able to grab a pair of jeans that looked like they would fit him, along with some sandals, a pair of sunglasses, and a t-shirt that sported the logo ‘Mel’s Carwash.’

It was a testament to Jamie’s state of mind that he didn’t say a word about the shirt. He simply slipped it over his head, finished dressing quickly behind the trees, and walked back out into the clearing, shaking out his hair and rubbing the back of his neck with a little grimace.

It was one thing to sprint for three hours as a wolf. It was quite another thing to do it with someone clinging to your shoulders the entire time.

Luca watched every move like a hawk. Following the motions with silent, burning eyes. His chest rose and fell with quiet, broken breaths as he reached out without seeming to think about it to take his sister’s hand.

“Thank you,” he murmured, almost too quietly to hear. Jamie glanced over and Luca looked him right in the eyes. “For carrying her all this way. For stepping in front of her the way you did. Thank you, Jamie.”

Olivia stared between them with watery eyes, still trembling like mad, but whatever bonding moment it might have been Jamie wasn’t having it. Rather than being touched, he stared down at the siblings like he was trapped in that same nightmare I was reeling in myself. Only, when he opened his eyes, the nightmare didn’t go away. It was staring right back at him.

“Don’t,” he muttered, taking a step back. His face tightened and he forced his eyes away, unable to look any longer. “Don’t thank me for this.”

“Don’t thank you?” With what looked like a supreme amount of effort Luca pulled himself to his feet, staring at Jamie in astonishment. “You saved my sister’s life. Why in the world wouldn’t I thank you—”

“Because this was never supposed to happen!”

The uneasy truce shattered into a million pieces as Jamie’s voice echoed through the trees. Instead of fading away it seemed to come back louder every time, resonating with every person on top of the tiny hill.

“They were never supposed to find out we helped you!” he shouted. “We were never supposed to actually go!” A look of wild panic lit his face as those same faces flashed before his eyes. “And they were never supposed to—” He cut off suddenly then slumped onto the grass, bowing his head to his chest as it washed over him. Finally overcome by the horror of it all.

They were never supposed to let us go, I finished. Speaking in such a way that only my twin could hear. They were never supposed to give us that choice. To put that kind of blood on our hands.

Jamie lifted his head to meet my gaze before burying it back in his arms with an involuntary shudder. He couldn’t believe the people who had taken care of him since he was a child—taught him to ride a bike, taught him to read—would murder someone his own age in cold blood. To protect him. To punish. To prevent. They’d kill for it.

I couldn’t believe it either.

There was a soft rustling on the ground as Olivia left her brother and knelt beside Jamie in the grass. At first, she tried delicately coaxing him to look at her. When that didn’t work, she settled for simply holding his hand. “Be that as it may...” she whispered. “Thank you.”

He didn’t respond. The second he’d dared to replay the heartbreaking images in his mind, they’d taken all his strength with them. Leaving him shaken, shattered, and cold. A sense of hopelessness radiated out of him as he pulled his hand away from her and turned to gaze silently towards the sun. A second later, I was sitting beside him. My arm wrapped around his waist and his arm wrapped around my shoulder. Both of us feeling utterly lost and alone.

The Kane siblings shared a quick look. Uncertain what to do. Uncertain what to say. 

Then Luca cleared his throat softly and took a tentative step towards us. “The sun’ll be going down soon. We’re going to want to find someplace to sleep. Do you think...” He hesitated, unwilling to finish the sentence. “Do you think we’ve created enough distance between us and your family?”

What a question.

I shot him an incredulous look as Jamie bowed his head to his chest.

Yeah, I’m pretty certain we created a rather insurmountable distance between us and our family. One that had less to do with geography than with the massive betrayal on both sides.

But then again, hey, what did I know? I was just the girl who ripped the sky in half the second she screamed.

In what world were things so bad we hadn’t talked about that yet?

“I don’t know, Luca.” I pulled my phone out of my pocket, waving it caustically in the air. “Why don’t I just call them up and ask? Where are you guys? Have you stopped for dinner yet? Have you picked up on our trail—”

Luca snatched the phone out of my hand the next second, staring at me as if he couldn’t believe his eyes. “You have...you have your phone with you?!”

Jamie stood up slowly as I leapt to my feet in a rage, grasping furiously for the phone as Luca held it out of reach above his head. “Why wouldn’t I have it? I always have it. It was in my pocket when we went to warn you guys—”

“They can track phones, Rebekah,” Luca interrupted, trying very hard to rein in his frustration. “They could know where we are right now!”

A cold chill swept up my spine at the very thought. Would Caleb be tracking my phone right now? Was I the newest target up on his wall? The thought hadn’t even occurred to me. Those were things they’d do to someone else. Not to me. Not to their own...

I shivered involuntarily, but Jamie put a steadying hand on my shoulder. 

“She didn’t know,” he said quietly. “Give it back to her.”

Luca stared at him cautiously, but didn’t back down. “It needs to be destroyed, Jamie. There isn’t a second to waste—”

“Then she’ll destroy it,” Jamie replied evenly, his eyes glittering as he fixed Luca in his sights. “Give it back. Now.”

It was a reckless fool who would pick a fight with my big brother. Even if he was just a few moments older. And, while Luca was certainly reckless, he was no fool. Between that and the fact that Jamie had recently transformed into a giant wolf before his very eyes, he slowly lowered the phone and placed it back in my hand.

I took it with a glare and turned my back on all of them, moving to the edge of the cliff before they could see the tears that had settled in my eyes. For a split second, I almost considered crushing it right then and there. But before I could, a heartbreaking face floated again through my mind.

As Jamie stood guard behind me I flipped it open and texted a quick message, my fingers flying across the screen.

Found a safe place to stay tonight.

Left my charger at home, but please don’t worry.

I love you.

Rebekah

A childish gesture, to be sure. But one that I couldn’t help but make. At the very least, I hoped it would give Mom some small peace of mind as the sun slipped below the horizon and she stared out into the darkness, knowing her children were alone in the world for the first time.

The second it sent I crushed the entire thing in my hand, wondering absentmindedly the whole time what pictures I had just lost and whether I should have emailed them to myself before I destroyed it.

Not exactly your average ‘on the run’ mentality, Becks. Get it together.

Trying to heed my own advice, I took a deep breath, wiped the metallic dust from my fingers, and turned back to the rest of the group.

Luca had obviously seen what I had done, but had resolved not to say anything. Olivia couldn’t take her eyes off my brother. And Jamie was simply waiting. Waiting for what, I didn’t know. I’d be willing to bet that he didn’t know either.

I fell in line beside him. Taking my usual place by his side, and reaching down to give his hand a little squeeze.

Whatever came next, we would face it together. The same way we always did. The same way we’d always do.

“I say we go up one town further, just in case they were tracking the phone, then get a motel room for the night. How does that sound?” Luca was on his feet now, steadier than before. We immortals were fast healers, and already it looked like his strength was coming back. His light eyes caught the last rays of the sun as he stared between us, waiting for an answer, but it was an answer he wasn’t going to get.

Rage had been replaced with depression. Panic, with a strange sort of apathy. Jamie shrugged indifferently, his mind on something else, while I simply twisted around to stare at the scattered pieces of my phone.

Much to my surprise, Luca didn’t seem the least bit frustrated by our reaction. Quite the contrary. Not only did he seem to expect it, but he looked strangely protective at the same time. As if he alone was responsible for getting us into this situation, and he alone was going to fix it.

“Okay,” he said gently, “then let’s get started. Maybe...maybe at a slightly slower pace, since Liv and I will be running alongside you?”

Jamie nodded curtly while Luca and I locked eyes. We stared at each other for a moment. One of those unending moments that seems to defy the laws of time. Then, without saying a word, the four of us headed down the hill.

*  *  *
[image: ]


The next town wasn’t more than a few miles away from the first one, and we reached it in only a few minutes time. Jamie had taken off his sandals to run but slid them back onto his feet when we got to the parking lot, staring up with a hollow sort of expression at the flea-bitten motel.

“We don’t have any money,” he said quietly, realizing the problem for the first time. “Becks doesn’t carry a wallet, and I left mine...I left mine at the...”

“That’s okay,” Luca said quickly, clapping him on the shoulder. “I’ve got it.”

With the confidence of one who had done it many times he strode into the main office, flashing a charming smile at the woman behind the desk.

“Hey there, I’m going to need a room for the night. Non-smoking. Two beds. You have anything like that available?”

She gazed up at him in shock, momentarily tongue-tied, before jerking back to life and lowering her eyes quickly to her computer. The ancient monitor roared alive as her fingers flew across the keys
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