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Fairies with their pets I see

And yet no pet has chosen me!

So I will get some of my own

To share my perfect frosty home.



This spell I cast. Its aim is clear:

To bring the magic pets straight here.

Pet Keeper Fairies soon will see

Their seven pets living with me!
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Hamster-sitting



Harriet Drops In



Twinkle, Twinkle Little Hamster



Hamster Hide and Seek!



Nibbles is Nowhere



Happy Hamster
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“Here we go,” Kirsty Tate said to her best friend, Rachel Walker, turning the key in the back door of her neighbours’ house. “Nibbles! Time for breakfast!” she called, as the door swung open. “Just wait until you see him,” she said to Rachel with a grin. “He’s adorable. I love hamster-sitting!”
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Kirsty’s neighbour, Jamie Cooper, had asked Kirsty to feed Nibbles, his little orange and white hamster, while he and his parents were away. She had said yes immediately.

“We just need to top up his food and water,” Kirsty told Rachel. “And if we’re lucky, he might eat his sunflower seeds out of our hands!”

“How sweet!” Rachel said. “Where’s his cage?”

“Over here,” Kirsty replied, heading into the lounge.

An excited feeling bubbled up inside Rachel as she followed her friend. This was another pet that they were going to see, after all, and over the last few days, she and Kirsty had had some very exciting pet adventures!

Rachel was staying with Kirsty’s family for a whole week, and on the very first day of her holiday, the two girls had met the Pet Keeper Fairies of Fairyland! The fairies had asked Rachel and Kirsty for their help. Jack Frost had wanted a pet of his own, but in Fairyland, pets choose their owners and none of them had chosen Jack Frost. He had been so annoyed by this that he had stolen the Pet Keeper Fairies’ magical pets for himself! Luckily, the pets had all escaped from Jack Frost into the human world, but that meant that now they were wandering around lost!

Rachel and Kirsty were helping the Pet Keeper Fairies find the magic pets before Jack Frost’s mean goblin servants did. So far, the girls had found four: Shimmer the kitten, Misty the bunny, Sparky the guinea pig and Sunny the puppy. But there were still three pets missing.

Kirsty led Rachel across the lounge to the side table where Nibbles’ cage stood. But when the girls arrived, they saw at once that something was wrong: the cage door was wide open!

“Oh, no!” Kirsty cried. “Don’t tell me that Nibbles has managed to escape on my very first day of looking after him!” She carefully put her hand into the cage and searched through the wood shavings and newspaper shreds for the little hamster, but it was too late. The cage was empty.
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She and Rachel began searching everywhere they could think of in the lounge. They looked under the table, around all the chairs and behind the television. But there was no sign of Jamie’s hamster.
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“Nibbles!” Rachel called, picking up his food bowl and rattling it. “Nibbles, come and have something to eat.”
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“Jamie’s going to be so upset if he comes home and Nibbles is missing,” Kirsty said, anxiously. “Nibbles! Where are you?”

“He could be absolutely anywhere in the house,” Rachel said. “Come on, let’s try another room.”

Kirsty nodded and the girls headed out of the lounge. But just as they reached the door, Kirsty spotted something. “Rachel, look!” she cried, bending down to examine the carpet. Harriet

She picked up a stray wood shaving and held it up triumphantly. “A clue!”

[image: images]

“It must have been stuck to one of Nibbles’ feet when he climbed out of the cage,” Rachel guessed. “Look, there’s another by the doorway. And another!”

The two girls followed the trail of wood shavings out into the hall and began searching around the coat rack and the telephone table.
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Kirsty picked up the morning post from the doormat and noticed that some of the envelopes were a little shredded. “Look!” she exclaimed. “Someone’s been tearing the post!” Then she smiled as she realised what had happened. “Hamsters shred paper to make nests, don’t they?” she added. “I think Nibbles must have started trying to make a nest here!” She giggled as she put the letters on the table, safely out of reach. “Where did he go next, I wonder?”

“This way,” Rachel said, spotting a couple of pieces of shredded paper near the kitchen. “Come on!”

In the kitchen, the girls peered under the table and chairs, but there was no sign of a small, furry hamster.
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“Someone’s been nibbling this fruit,” Kirsty said, picking up an apple from the fruit bowl. Tiny teeth had punctured the skin in several places.

“Nibbles must have stopped for a snack.” Then she frowned. “How on earth did he get up onto the kitchen counter, though?”

Rachel pointed at the nearby curtain. “Hamsters have strong claws,” she pointed out. “I expect Nibbles climbed up the curtain to reach the counter top.” She grinned, imagining the scene. “Nibbles is very clever, isn’t he?”

“Yes,” Kirsty agreed, scanning the kitchen and the curtains, hoping to spot a flash of orange and white fur. “But he’s not here any more. We’d better keep looking.”
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Rachel suddenly froze on the spot. “Sssh!” she whispered to Kirsty, putting a finger to her lips. “What’s that noise?”

Both girls stood still and listened hard. They could just hear a faint scratching sound coming from the hallway.

Kirsty grinned at Rachel. “Phew! It must be Nibbles scratching,” she said. “All we need to do is follow that sound, and it should lead us straight to one very adventurous hamster!”

[image: images]

The girls tiptoed out of the kitchen in the direction of the scratching noise. The sound seemed to be getting louder as they approached the cupboard under the stairs.

“Nibbles, I’m coming to get you!” Kirsty giggled. She stepped forwards to open the cupboard door, but before she could quite reach it, the door swung open by itself – and out jumped one of Jack Frost’s horrible green goblins!
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“Oh!” gasped Kirsty, as the goblin laughed rudely, charged out of the cupboard and ran up the stairs.

Before either girl could say a word, a second goblin stuck his head over the banisters and cheekily blew raspberries at them!

Kirsty and Rachel looked at each other.
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Goblins in the Coopers’ house could mean only one thing!

“There must be a fairy pet nearby,” Rachel whispered, her heart thumping.

“Yes, and we’ve got to find it before the goblins do!” Kirsty agreed, her eyes darting everywhere.

“Go away!” came a rude shout from upstairs.

Rachel and Kirsty both looked up to see that there were now three goblins peering over the banisters.

“We won’t go away,” Kirsty said, putting her hands on her hips. “We’ve come to feed Jamie’s hamster. We’re supposed to be here!”

The goblins all burst out laughing. “Hamster gone missing, has he?” one of them managed to say between sniggers.
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“Guess what? We let it out!” another one guffawed.

“What did you do that for?” Kirsty asked crossly.
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“To make the pesky fairy pet hamster come to the rescue, of course,” the third goblin replied slyly. “And when it does, we’ll catch it and take it back to Jack Frost!”

Rachel frowned. “So you’ve set a trap for the magic hamster?” she asked. “How horrible!”

“Well, if the fairy hamster does come, we’ll find it first,” Kirsty said, a determined look on her face. “And we’ll give it back to Harriet the Hamster Fairy!”

“No chance,” shouted the first goblin. And then all three goblins disappeared, and the girls heard their big goblin feet thundering up another flight of stairs.

Kirsty groaned. “This house is so big; it’s got three storeys and an attic! How are we ever going to find two little hamsters before those sneaky goblins do?”
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“If there are two hamsters,” Rachel reminded her.

“The magic hamster might not have come to Nibbles’ rescue yet.”

Out of the corner of her eye, Kirsty suddenly caught a glimpse of sparkling red light in the lounge. Curiously, she pushed the door open to see what was happening inside. “I think the magic hamster is here, Rachel,” she said, her eyes wide as she gazed at the Coopers’ lounge.

Both girls stood in the doorway, staring at the transformation of the room before them. The woollen rug had become a heap of wood shavings and shredded newspaper. Hamster toys were scattered everywhere, together with a mini-maze and two large running wheels. There were even bowls of nuts and seeds standing on the floor.
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“Just look!” Kirsty said. “This is hamster heaven!”

Rachel nodded. “This is definitely pet fairy magic in action,” she said with a grin.

“So we’d better find the magic hamster,” Kirsty pointed out, “before the goblins do!”

Rachel peeped into the mini-maze. “With a bit of luck, Nibbles will be attracted to this hamster heaven, and come scuttling in here any second
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