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living 
the 
dream

 

most of you probably know me from playing the very lovable Manny Delgado on the Emmy-winning ABC comedy Modern Family. On the show, my character, Manny, is the only son of Gloria, played by the amazing and beautiful Sofia Vergara, a hot-tempered Colombian beauty who married the considerably older Jay, played by the incredibly talented Ed O’Neill.

I didn’t meet the Modern Family cast until after I got the part of Manny. It’s a little embarrassing to admit, but I didn’t even know who Ed and Sofia were at first. Maybe this was a blessing in disguise, because if I had known, I would have been really nervous.

When my dad got the call that I was being offered the role, he said, “Do you know who you’re going to be working with, Rico?”

I didn’t have an answer.

“Ed O’Neill!” my dad said all excited.

I had no idea who he was talking about.

My dad started singing, “‘Love and Marriage—love and marriage…’”

Nope. I still had no idea who he was talking about.

The first time I met Ed, I told him that story. And he said he understood. After all, I was just a little kid. How would I know about Married...with Children when it was on TV before I was born? From that day on, I realized I was in very good hands with Ed. I felt comfortable with him and the rest of the cast from the very start.


Being on MODERN FAMILY feels like gaining a second family. I guess you can call them my REEL family as opposed to my real family. Real or reel, both of my families feel right to me.



Being on Modern Family feels like gaining a second family. I guess you can call them my REEL family as opposed to my real family. Real or reel, both of my families feel right to me. The reel family is different from the one I’m growing up in but feels like my real family, because of the laughs and support we all share together. I know that my TV parents, played by Ed and Sofia, have my best interests at heart, much like my own parents do. I love pranking and fooling around with my TV nieces and nephew just like I do with my real nieces and nephew at home. It’s a really cool feeling to know I have both a reel family and a real family to call my own.

Many people have asked me if I am as suave and mature as Manny in person. The obvious answer is…

Yes!

Okay, the truth is, we aren’t really all that alike. While Manny is still very much a child, he conveys a very mature spirit. He sips espresso, favors a burgundy velvet dinner jacket, and often dispenses philosophy to adults about love and marriage. He could best be described as a forty-five-year-old man trapped inside a thirteen-year-old boy. He reads Shakespeare, and he is a hopeless romantic and wise beyond his years.

Still, Manny and I do share some things in common. For example, we both have nieces and a nephew. I’ll even admit that like Manny, I enjoy a little bit of classical music every now and then. But stuff like writing love notes and poetry—I don’t do any of that. And drinking espresso is really hard for me because I think it’s kind of gross. Besides, the cups are so small, you hardly get anything in there! I’m more of an ICEE or tall-glass-of-milk kind of guy.

Manny likes to write poems, while I’d rather be watching Star Wars. He likes to read Shakespeare, and I like to read books like Diary of a Wimpy Kid. He really wants a girlfriend, and I would still rather be playing with my video games. Manny is so mature, and frankly, I am not. Do I think Manny and I would be friends in real life? Well, that’s easy—yes. And, when the time comes, he would be able to help me with the ladies because he’s such a ladies’ man.


Despite our many differences, there are a couple of things Manny and I do share in common. We both have lived a lot of life in our extremely limited years. We are both enthusiastic, dreamers, risk takers and unafraid to face challenges that may come our way.



But for the most part, I am just a regular kid blessed with a loving and supportive family who hails from the great state of Texas—College Station, to be exact, the hometown of Texas A&M University, home of the fighting Texas Aggies. Despite our many differences, there are a couple of things Manny and I do share in common. We both have lived a lot of life in our extremely limited years. We are both enthusiastic, dreamers, risk takers and unafraid to face challenges that may come our way. And because of the strength we find in our family bonds, we have the support to do and become whatever we wish to be.


Whether through Manny or by just being myself, making people laugh is the greatest feeling in the world.



I love to entertain people and make them laugh. Whether through Manny or by just being myself, making people laugh is the greatest feeling in the world. I started this journal so I could always remember this amazing time in my life. And as I began writing my journal, I also realized how many real-life lessons—and reel-life lessons!—I’m learning. I’m really excited to share some of them with you!

I hope you enjoy coming along for the ride that has been my life…so far.
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Here I am goofing around on Santa Monica Pier.




	everything happens for a reason

	[image: ]




when my sister, Raini, was eleven years old, she told my parents that she wanted to be an actress. This wasn’t news to anyone, as Raini was always singing and putting on performances. In fact, when she was a toddler, Raini did a pageant and was a natural performer. Needless to say, she loved being onstage, and I guess you could say that Raini just knew she wanted to act.

As for me, I was a terribly shy little boy. I was that kid who was always hanging on my mom’s pant leg, hiding behind her and avoiding eye contact with anyone I didn’t know.
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With my superhero.


My parents are the type of people who will move mountains for their children, especially if that is what it would take to help us achieve our dreams.



My parents are the type of people who will move mountains for their children, especially if that is what it would take to help us achieve our dreams. But they’re also practical people too. They would never make a rash decision, especially one that could potentially have an impact on our family, without really thinking it through. My mom and dad knew that if Raini was going to make a real go at becoming a professional actress, they were going to have to make the difficult decision to relocate our family to Los Angeles because that’s where most of the auditions are. Before they would make the move, they wanted to be sure that Raini really wanted this more than anything. To test her, every time Raini brought up acting, my dad would say something like “Why don’t you wait a few days and think about this? Go read a book, spend some time at the mall with your girlfriends or watch a movie,” thinking she would just forget about it.

But Raini never gave up.

Never.


I think that kind of determination is one of the best Rodriguez family traits, because none of us can be budged from our position if we really believe in something.



I think that kind of determination is one of the best Rodriguez family traits, because none of us can be budged from our position if we really believe in something.

Of course, acting lessons cost money—extra money my parents didn’t have. So my mom and dad found a way to come up with the extra cash by working longer hours at the family tire shop—selling more tires and such, all so my sister could take acting lessons.

In January 2005, Raini and Mom and Dad went to a talent showcase in Los Angeles. Raini went through a process of auditions that gives you opportunities to get in front of different groups of agents and managers. One of the auditions was a monologue. Raini waited her turn in a line that ran along the entire wall of the conference room in the Bonaventure Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles.

When it was Raini’s turn to audition, she stepped onto the stage in front of the judges, who included agents and managers looking to sign new talent. Raini’s monologue was a scene that took place in a casino, so she placed a chair in the middle of the stage, sat down in the chair and started her scene. It seemed like a lot of the agents and managers were tired because it was the end of a long day of auditions and most of the judges were done for the day. Raini noticed that they were starting to rest their heads in their hands and rub their eyes. So she gave it her absolute best show and put out as much energy as possible. Raini wanted to make her time onstage count.

One of the managers watching was Susan Osser. Susan later told Raini, Mom and Dad that she was very impressed by Raini’s performance and saw a lot of potential. She understood that Raini was new to the industry but believed that with more training and acting classes, she could help take Raini’s career to the next level. Since our family didn’t live in Los Angeles, it was going to be a real test if Mom and Dad wanted to give Raini the best shot possible. Susan went on to say that we needed to move to Los Angeles for no less than a year to do that.

After Susan gave Mom and Dad her information
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