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To Maryanne and Joey Yannacone, who provided years of love, support, and a space at “Pal Joey’s Salon” for Tom Sawyer’s teachings.
Hundreds of people benefitted from this Love Gesture.

 
 
 
For nothing will be impossible with God.
~ Luke 1:37
Truly, truly, I say to you, Whoever believes in me, the works that I do will he do also; and greater works than these will he do . . .
~ John 14:12

Tom Sawyer: A Modern-Day Messenger from God
“It is a privilege to take an inside look at one of the most unique prophets of our time. Chesbro’s personal, long-time friendship with Tom Sawyer offers a glimpse into the mind and supernatural abilities of this Christ-like individual. The life and times of a modern-day saint is a spiritual journey for the reader. Whether it’s bilocation, meditating on the Ganges River, or healing a terminal patient, Tom truly was a gift from God. The reader will travel into another dimension of time and space via the amazing adventures of Tom Sawyer and Dan Chesbro.”
—Mary Grace, parapsychologist, spiritual teacher, and author of The Communion of Saints
“Over the past decade I have had the privilege of sitting at the feet of Rev. Chesbro as he would teach us and tell us the inspiring stories about the wonderful first-hand experiences he had witnessed with Tom Sawyer. I am so happy that he has finally put together this book of more than 160 true stories to enlighten and to inspire anyone who reads them. I highly recommend them to you! This is a book about modern-day miracles.”
—Rev. Gary Nobuo Niki, coach and consultant in energy healing modalities, Shamanic Samurai Medicine Man, and author of
D.I.Y. ZEN and the Art of Gentle Emotional Transformation
“This book is a great gift to humanity. Those who read it will learn the power of choosing 
&#x2018;love and creativity against a backdrop of greed and ego.’ These stories about Tom Sawyer can open a path to increased hope, healing, peace, prosperity, and joy at this time in the world. I hope you will feel as blessed reading it as I did.”
—Rev. Marta D. Ockuly, Ph.D., humanistic psychologist, educator, researcher, and CEO of Creative Potential Institute
“Rev. Chesbro and Rev. Erickson have collaborated to present a compel- ling and easy-to-read narrative of what one person did to positively affect so many others and even the entire world. I found myself drawn in and continually delighted to learn how Thomas Joseph Sawyer was tuned in to the contract he had on Earth with the Creator and how he followed the guidance that he intuited. Sawyer demonstrated that death doesn’t exist, prevented nuclear war on numerous occasions, and served as a bridge between the Age of Pisces and the Age of Aquarius. This exploration of the life of Thomas Joseph Sawyer is among the best.”
—Jerry J. Wellik, Ed.D., professor emeritus of special education and master healer of Ericksonian hypnosis
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Foreword
I am grateful to my dear friend, Rev. Dan Chesbro, for giving me this opportunity to write a foreword for this treasure trove of short stories about the life and times of Thomas Joseph Sawyer (Tom Sawyer). Tom is known for having had an extraordinary death experience, and his exceptional story of being crushed under his truck and coming back to life after having been dead for 15 minutes has been captured in other must- read books. But this book of short stories is special for different reasons, because it gives a glimpse into some of the little-known, yet miraculous and awe-inspiring events and occurrences that were part of the ordinary, day-to-day activities and involvements of Tom Sawyer.
There is no better person than Rev. Dan Chesbro to put these memories of Tom to paper. Dan and Tom shared a bond of timeless, deep friend- ship, and they shared a mission, too—that of facilitating the emergence of the Ancient Order of Melchizedek in our times to assist in the birthing of a new era for humanity, Earth, and all sentient beings. Dan Chesbro has written about how the Order of Melchizedek came into being for these times in his book, The Order of Melchizedek: Love, Willing Service, and Fulfillment (Findhorn Press 2010).
I first met Tom Sawyer in the summer of 1988, when I traveled from Ottawa, Canada, to Geneseo, New York, to attend the Sanctuary of the Beloved’s Visions of Tomorrow Annual Conference. I had heard that a person named Dan Chesbro was performing ordinations into the Great White Brotherhood (Family of Light). I first learned about the ancient teachings of the Great White Brotherhood in the 1970s, when I lived for several years as a member of the now well-known spiritual community of Findhorn in northern Scotland. And just as I had felt an unmistakable and irresistible pull to go to Findhorn in 1975, I felt the very same strong soul-calling to travel to meet Dan Chesbro and be ordained.
Thus began many years of a deep and abiding connection with the Order of Melchizedek, and a strengthening of my participation in the Family of Light that had begun at Findhorn 13 years previously. Unbeknownst to me at the time was the fact that the energy of Findhorn itself had a role in the creation of what was to become the ordination ceremony for the Order of Melchizedek.
There was a buzz among the participants at the conference that first year I 
attended, in 1988, and in every subsequent year I attended; the excitement was 
about this man called Tom Sawyer. Tom already had a following of local students, 
priests in the Order of Melchizedek, and they were eager to learn from the 
infinite storehouse of knowledge that Tom brought back from his death experience 
in 1978. You see, Tom had completely blended with that Light and Love that is Total Knowledge. So a small group of friends met weekly with Tom, and many of the stories in this book reflect Dan Chesbro’s memories of those meetings.
Tom could answer questions on any topic, from physics to Earth changes, the true story of the life of Jesus, to future possibilities and probabilities for humankind. All one had to do was ask. Tom considered it extremely important to answer each question as thoroughly and completely as possible. Thus, at the conferences, when Tom arrived on a summer’s night, the word would quickly spread that “Tom’s here!” and conference participants would settle into an all-nighter, listening to Tom talk and answer questions into the wee hours of the morning. In appreciation of his diligence, someone had t-shirts made up that fondly and humorously said, “I spent the night with Tom Sawyer.”
Here was a man who, by all outward appearances, lived an ordinary life. Tom’s day job was heavy-duty equipment operator for the City of Rochester, and he was married and the father of two children. And yet, he was always on call to God. He traveled and did things always “on purpose,” being at the right place at the right time with the right person or group of people to be of service in large and small ways. He made a huge difference in the lives of many, many people. His exceptional gifts of knowing and knowledge were coupled with his incredible physical strength—a strength that was enhanced from his years of training as an Olympic athlete. Tom radiated great Love, and I always will remember his ever-present humor and delight with just being with us at the conferences.
Tom accomplished extraordinary things in his life. He fulfilled three very important assignments that came back with him from his death experience:
	Teach that death does not exist.
	Prevent a nuclear war from beginning in the Middle East in the summer of 1988.
	Facilitate the ancient Order of Melchizedek.

In fulfilling these objectives he changed the world for all humanity.
Tom carried out these assignments and so much more out of the glare of publicity. Yes, he was a guest on the Oprah and Phil Donahue shows, where he was invited to share his death experience, but he never drew public attention to his activities after his death experience, knowing that he could accomplish more out of the glare of the media spotlight.
The magic and wonder of Tom’s life and work has not been written about until now. And there are hundreds more unusual and miraculous stories out there that are yet to be shared by those who met Tom briefly, or who were his friends, colleagues, or acquaintances. If you have stories to share, please let us know, so that the world can know of this extraordinary Messenger of God, who served the human condition that all might benefit from his personal experience of God/Love.
If you are reading about Thomas Joseph Sawyer here for the first time, I invite you to suspend all preconceived beliefs about what is possible for any human being to do.
In closing I would like to express my deep respect and appreciation for Rev. Dan Chesbro, who, in compiling these brief stories of Tom, has provided readers with a glimpse into the extraordinary person that Tom was, making visible for those with eyes to see and a heart to know, the great gift that Tom was to our world. He was a Messenger of God. Tom taught us that death does not exist in the Universe, he prevented nuclear wars on several occasions, and he promoted the Order of Melchizedek. Tom taught us that there is only God, and there is only Good beyond our imaginings. Bless you, Dan, and bless you, Tom.
~ Rev. Sandy Stewart, MSW Ottawa, Canada
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A Challenge
Rev. Tammy Eckert is a Melchizedek priest who, as part of her service, volunteered to record and transcribe this collection of stories to facilitate their being brought to everyone’s attention through the publication of this book. She gained much from her experience and would like you, the reader, to benefit as well, so she offers you the following challenge.
Every story in this book is extraordinary. Reading it can allow you to become an integral part of each. This is what this book offers. The energetic life force written in each word is felt, infused, and, if you allow it, brings to you, the reader, a knowing of the truth of Tom Sawyer and of God.
What a glorious moment in “time” this is. Tom Sawyer, a Christed Being, one 
who was at-One-ment with God, walked with us in this “time.” As a result, my life, my understanding of the life I have chosen, is much clearer for what I have come to know during my work with Rev. Dan Chesbro and Tom Sawyer. I have recalled so much from many lifetimes, and that each lifetime I knew, as I do now, that I am loved, protected, and “on purpose.”
My challenge questions for you are: Can you allow yourself to be open to this opportunity of knowing God—Total Knowledge—the Unconditional Love that abounds everywhere? What would it take for you to know that you are loved beyond the beyond?
It has been my honor to work with Rev. Dan Chesbro bringing to life this compilation of true stories. I am humbled to have been asked, joyous to know that I know, and grateful beyond words for the teachings of Tom Sawyer and Rev. Dan Chesbro.
~ Rev. Tammy Eckert
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Introduction
Among humans, storytelling is universal. It is what connects us to our humanity, links us to our history, and gives us a peek at our possible futures. It automatically appears during childhood, and, as far as I know, can be found in every culture on the planet. Additionally, it goes back in history as far as anyone knows—I have heard that the elements of some stories go back 6,000 years. It is so pervasive that it is taken to be a human adaptation for creating, cementing, and maintaining social bonds while promoting cooperation among individuals and groups.
I understand that in some societies, storytelling has a value that well exceeds what you might expect; that both storytelling and the storytellers themselves are more highly prized than basic skills such as hunting, fishing, foraging, and medical knowledge. At first glance this seems quite odd, as those skills are conducive to survival. But historically, and especially among indigenous populations, stories typically have a content that encourages cooperation, egalitarianism, and gender equality, and these are higher-order survival skills that lead to social cohesiveness, order, and survival of the group. Understand this, and the value placed on this aspect of culture begins to make a lot more sense. And there’s more. It has been found that in some of these societies, storytellers have more children, and the best storytellers are considered the prime choice for a living companion.
This really should not be surprising, for storytelling typically reinforces the ethics, norms, mores, and sanctions of the culture. Storytelling is one way we both shape our existence and make sense of it; a way to make sense out of the chaos of human existence. This is all to say, that accomplished storytellers are the keepers of valuable cultural knowledge, and they are responsible for passing this knowledge 
intergenerationally.
It seems that we need stories and use them for very cogent reasons. Stories enable us to feel things we haven’t felt so we can experience pain, joy, heartache, love, and so forth, thereby gaining empathy. Similarly, stories allow us to reexperience those feelings we have in common with others, thereby reaffirming our own humanity and reinforcing that we are not alone in those respects. In addition, in stories, we may see ourselves in such a way as to gain insight and understanding into who and what we are, and perhaps who and what we’d like to become, and become motivated to change, develop, and grow.
In stories, we can find friends in the characters we’d like to have as friends and love in the characters we are attracted to, aiding in sharpening our criteria for selecting such people in life. In addition, a tale containing caveats for outcomes that are less than desirable can serve as cautions for behavior, especially in social interaction.
Stories entertain, teach, educate, entice, provoke, agitate, incite, intellectually stimulate, inspire, predict, shape social thinking and action, dispel ignorance, promote tolerance and compassion, model social justice, express beauty, and often show us our reflection, however hard it may be to look at.
However, the process of storytelling is a two-way street. Over time, 
storytellers have learned that their audiences prefer stories with a beginning, 
a middle, and an end. Furthermore, audiences are drawn to stories that contain 
characters like themselves, or at least have characteristics they can relate to. 
In addition, audiences like to be drawn into the story, and to use their 
imaginations to participate in the action. So the best story- tellers use every 
tool at their disposal: tone, tempo, timbre, volume, rhythm, breathing pattern, 
facial expression, eye movements, body movement, proxemics, gestures, and so forth, to enrich the imagination of their listeners, and hence, their experience of the story. This makes the building of a climax, coupled with a satisfying ending, all the more enjoyable.
The society we now live in could not exist without the gifts of generations past. Human beings are creatures of habit, and we hand down knowledge (and its lessons) from one generation to the next. We want to take pride in leaving a body of knowledge for our descendants to utilize to avoid our mistakes and the mistakes of the past, while continuing our rich cultural traditions and improving the human condition. We hope to give our descendants insights into the problems we’ve faced and an advantage not found in other species: a pool of communal knowledge. Storytelling enables this movement of knowledge; therefore, it is my belief that story- telling is the single most important tradition humans engage in.
What follows is a collection of stories about actual events that took place between 1978 and 2007. No, they are not very historic; however, the teachings, lessons, insights, and understanding they provide are timeless. They are what one may call “extra-cultural,” in that they deal with aspects of the culture, both past and present, and the culture’s relationship with Deity and individual relationships.
May you see some of yourself in these accounts, and recognize characteristics you share with those involved, firing your imagination and being drawn in to participate, thereby creating your own action. Enjoy the experience and enjoy yourself, remembering you are loved.
~ Rev. James B. Erickson
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In the Beginning
The First Meeting
There is a Reader’s Digest exercise that asks you to write a story about the most influential person you’ve ever met. I would like to share some true stories with you about an incredible friend of mine. What this man embodied was (and is) divine. What he did with the life he had was extraordinary. The fellow’s name was Tom Sawyer.
This is not Mark Twain’s character Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn’s friend; this is an actual person who was born in upstate New York. His full name was Thomas Joseph Sawyer, an interesting name when you discover its meaning. The name Thomas is from the Greek word Didymus 
and means “the twin”; the name Joseph means “and God will add”; and a sawyer is 
a carpenter or a twig in a stream or river, which changes the course of the 
river forever. Tom fulfilled all those functions in his lifetime: he was a carpenter; he changed the course of human history; and he was a twin of the Essence of God.
As Thomas, he was and is a twin soul of the Light, functioning as a divine messenger to Earth and the human condition. Tom, having been homogenized in the Light of Total Knowledge, which is Unconditional Love, became an Ambassador of the Almighty, or a Messenger of God.
As Joseph (“God will add”), the human Tom Sawyer was spiritually enhanced by God and raised into enlightenment and total compassion. The contract between God and Tom called for Tom’s death and resurrection in the 20th and 21st centuries.
As a sawyer—that is, one who saws or is a carpenter—Tom excelled: he was a fine carpenter, indeed. For the second meaning, Tom’s contract called for him to change the course of the river of humanity by standing in the stream of consciousness. The result is that everything has been changed, and changed for the positive. He came back from the dead to prevent nuclear disasters and the assassination of the Dalai Lama and to foster new understanding about the nature of God and the workings of the Universe.
It was in the month of February when I met Tom for the first time. I was giving a lecture in Rochester, New York, at a Unity Church. Off to my right was a man sitting on the edge of his seat and intently listening to everything I had to say—I became very aware of him being there. Later that evening, he came and asked me a question or two, but I can’t recall what the questions were.
It was shortly after that that the manager of my TV program, The Open Door, a spiritually based talk show, asked me if I would like to know who my guest was going to be for the coming week. She said the guest was Tom Sawyer.
I laughed and said, “Becky Thatcher and Huckleberry Finn?”
But she made

	Teach that death doesn’t exist.
	Prevent nuclear war (summer of 1988).
	Assist in bringing the Order of Melchizedek into the Age of Aquarius.
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