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I want to play a game.

Yes, you are tied down. Try all you want, you are immobilised. You can’t move your head. Yes, that’s a gun aimed at your face. Actually, you should be thankful that I’ve aimed it right, because if it fires, you want it to go straight between the eyes.

Trust me, it’s better for you that way.

We don’t want to botch the killing blow. You won’t feel a thing.

Kill you?

No, I’m not going to do that. We are going to play a game. Yes, there’s a chance for you to win this game and go free. I will set you free if you win it, yes. I know you haven’t seen my face, no need to close your eyes.

I’m not the one on trial here.

You see, humans have evolved to handle about one hundred and fifty acquaintances. The size of a small tribe. But somehow these days, we think we can handle thousands of friends online. That is simply impossible.

You’re guilty of that? Yes, I know.

Here’s a laptop with your social profile, already logged in.

How did I get your password? Please, look around you. You think that a pet name could evade me?

Let me explain the rules of the game first.

This is a form of Russian roulette. I love that game, but the probabilities for fatalities are too high. One in six? Please, I like my games slow.

Slow like torture, if you will.

No, stop crying. Listen to the rules.

The gun is aimed between your eyes. There’s a bullet in there, trust me. But instead of playing the odds of the empty barrel chambers, we’re going to play a game of possibilities.

You see, you have 5000 friends on your social profile. I explained that that is simply impossible to maintain, thus, the majority of those are false friends.

The rules are simple, this laptop has a program, that will choose one of your friends at random. You will then place a call to that so called friend. If he comes to your rescue, you live. Simple as that. However, if that friend does not, then the gun fires.

I have to admit at this point that the one-in-six odds are quite high for me. So, I’ve tilted them in your favour. The odds of the gun firing are controlled by a program, and they are one in five thousand.

But, every time it dry fires, the odds become twice that, as in one in two thousand and five hundred.

You get the gist? Simply put, the odds are low, but every time it dry fires, the odds of you biting a bullet increase.

I like to be fair that way.

Shall we begin?

There’s no point in crying, really. This will happen, all you have to do is wait and call your friend for help.

There we go. We have the first one.

What is he, an old schoolmate? Let’s call him, you can talk by the bluetooth on your head, he can hear you.

Well, that was embarrassing. He didn’t even remember you and hung up? You should have tried to contain yourself, it was a bit too rambling.

Now the gun fires. Don’t worry, the chances are low at first. Yes, there’s always the small chance of it firing instantly, and spoiling the game for me. It happens, but I need this to be fair. Yes, there have been others, since you’re asking. But nevermind them, let’s focus on you.

Clang.

Excellent. You live to try another time. Let’s move on to the next friend. Who’s that? You can’t even remember? You’re too upset to remember? Oh my, that does not bode well for you. Let’s try to call him, anyway.

No reply. Don’t scream, I’ll let you call again. I’m completely fair in this game, I told you already. Let’s call again.

That was even more disappointing. He thought you were making fun of him. Oh well, let’s play roulette. Remember, this time the chances of it firing are one in two thousand and five hundred. Doubled, yes.

Clang.

I’m so happy it didn’t fire. No really. Stop crying please, it doesn’t help at all. I’m trying to teach you a lesson here, and I follow through on those.

Think about it. I stacked the odds in your favour, but you yourself diluted them by having thousands of people who don’t give a crap about you in your social circle. You call them friends. Think about that. It used to mean something.

Next friend, let’s see what we got.

Your dentist? Huh, this should be interesting. I’m sure he will remember you, at last. Speak up.

You can beg all you want, but the police will not find you in time. Just get him to come here in person. He’s your friend, isn’t he?

I don’t care that he’s working. Get him to drop what he’s doing and come here, and I’ll give you the address. When he shows, you will live. If you don’t manage to convince him, you die. Probably. Eventually, to be honest. Don’t yell at me! You should be focusing on convincing him. This is the performance of a lifetime.

He hung up?

Oh well, I didn’t expect much from him, to be honest. Let’s fire the roulette.

Clang.

Nice. I’m happy you’re getting one more chance, because these friends of yours are really terrible. Luck balances out, you know. Let’s see who the next friend is.

An ex?

Interesting.

Oops, he rejected the call. Tsk, tsk. Maybe I should visit that person and play the next game with them. Would you like that
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