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GOD SHED HIS GRACE ON THEE: 50 DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE ENDURED FOR ALMOST 1,500 years. The Byzantine Empire lasted for over 1,100 years. The British Empire existed for about 400 years. Historians estimate that the average span of an empire is 250 years.

These numbers provide some context as the United States celebrates its 250th birthday. Political scientists may argue as to whether our nation should be considered an empire, but there’s no argument about the outsize role the United States plays in global affairs.

The American experiment was unprecedented in human history. “A government of the people, by the people, for the people,” as Abraham Lincoln described it in the Gettysburg Address. Yet even more central to the founding of our nation was its reliance on God, our Creator. The Declaration of Independence is based on the premise that a government must protect people’s God-given rights.

By God’s grace, the United States has forged a unique identity—a global protector that uses its immense influence to promote freedom and liberty. Yet we must never lose sight of the grace that makes it possible. Our nation may be a superpower, but we answer to an even Higher Power.

God Shed His Grace on Thee is a celebration of 250 years of God’s faithfulness to the United States. It’s a reflection on the events that have molded us as a nation and the people who have shaped our identity. It’s a call to faithfulness—a reminder that, as citizens of this great nation, we have a responsibility to remain obedient to God, humble before Him, and thankful for His bountiful blessings.

In each of the fifty devotions that follow, you’ll find


	a story pulled from American history;

	a meditation on how God worked in and through that event;

	a reflection question to help you apply the lessons of the story to your own life; and

	a heartfelt prayer of gratitude to God.



May God bless you as you work your way through these devotions. And may God bless the United States of America.







CONCEIVED IN LIBERTY
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The LORD is my light and my salvation—so why should I be afraid? The LORD is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble? When evil people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident.

PSALM 27:1–3



THE CONCEPT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA was forged in the heat of battle, at great risk to everyone involved. The American Revolution began on April 19, 1775, with the battles of Lexington and Concord. American colonists, pushed to the brink by England’s increasingly unreasonable demands, rebelled. British military forces moved quickly to quash the rebellion.

It was in this fraught atmosphere that the Second Continental Congress assembled and appointed George Washington as commander in chief of the Continental Army. As battles raged around them, the delegates from the thirteen colonies turned their attention to a formal declaration that would reshape the world.

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, a delegate from Virginia, formally proposed that the colonies declare their independence from Britain. The Congress appointed a five-man committee to write the document that would declare their independence. The committee chose Thomas Jefferson to compose the first draft.

Three weeks later, after the remaining committee members revised and edited Jefferson’s document, they presented their final draft to Congress. On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. An official copy of the document was written on parchment and signed on August 2 by the delegates who were present. The remaining delegates signed later.

Every man who signed his name to the Declaration of Independence did so knowing that he was risking his life. The British could have used the signatures as evidence of treason. Yet the Founding Fathers were prepared to give their lives for the principles contained in the document.

The Declaration of Independence states three key ideas. First, God created all men equal and gave them the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Second, it is the responsibility of the government to protect these rights. Third, if a government tries to deny these rights, its people are free to establish a new government.

Our nation was created to protect its inhabitants’ God-given rights. Those who conceived the nation lived by the courage of their convictions. Taking a cue from the psalmist, they said with their actions, “Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident” (Ps. 27:3).

We who have reaped the fruit of the Founding Fathers’ courage have a responsibility to show courage as well in protecting these God-given rights—especially for people who are powerless to protect their own.

What practical steps can we take to protect individuals’ God-given rights?


Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the rights You’ve given us. May we never lose sight of Your generosity and grace. Give us the courage of our convictions and the wisdom to protect those rights in ways that honor You.

In Jesus’ name, amen.









NECESSARY SACRIFICES
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There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

JOHN 15:13



ON DECEMBER 19, 1777, TWELVE THOUSAND SOLDIERS marched into Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to begin construction on the winter encampment for the Continental Army. The soldiers were discouraged but not defeated.

One year earlier, shiploads of British and Hessian troops had landed on American shores. Their strategy—to overwhelm American forces before the revolution could gather more momentum—proved effective. The British forces gained control of the colonies of New York and New Jersey and then set their sights on Philadelphia, the capital of the United States at the time.

The Continental Army engaged the British in two Pennsylvania battles before retreating to Valley Forge. Though the colonists had lost both skirmishes, they had held their own. As they prepared their winter lodgings, the soldiers of the Continental Army remained confident.

General George Washington had chosen Valley Forge because it was a day’s march from Philadelphia. He wanted to be prepared to protect the city if it came under attack.

The soldiers built more than two thousand log cabins, five forts, and a bridge over the Schuylkill River. They also dug miles of trenches. The winter conditions were harsh. Many soldiers had no uniforms, no coats, and no footwear. Almost three thousand men were listed as unfit for duty due to a lack of clothing. As the food supply dwindled, the troops went for days at a time without meat.

Still, they soldiered on. Their cause was simply too important to be deterred by hardship. No sacrifice was too great for them. They gave up the comforts of home and braved the elements. They sacrificed peace of mind and lived under constant threat of enemy attack. They risked their well-being, facing starvation, exposure, and disease. They sacrificed their livelihoods, offering time and effort they might have spent at their farms or businesses. They were willing to sacrifice their lives so that their fellow countrymen—and generations to come—could be free. American independence was won because our ancestors embraced the enormous responsibilities and sacrifices required of them.

In the spirit of their sacrifice, we find evidence of the Christian faith. Sacrificial love is the foundation of the Christian life. Jesus gave His life as a sacrifice so that all who believe in Him might have eternal life. In turn, all who believe in Him are called to model sacrificial love. We must be prepared to give up that which is most precious to us for the sake of others.

The spirit of sacrifice resonated with our forefathers, and it resonates with us—as citizens and as believers. Jesus said, “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13). Sacrifice is the purest form of love—for Christ, for others, and for our country. We sacrifice by giving our time, energy, and resources to improve the lives of those in need, whether they are homeless veterans, victims of natural disasters, or others who are struggling. In doing so, we honor those who made our freedom possible. And we honor Christ, which is our highest calling.

What does the spirit of sacrifice look like in our nation today?


Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the sacrifice of Your Son, who makes eternal life possible. Thank You, too, for the sacrifices of our ancestors who made our freedom and independence possible. Give me the courage to sacrifice what You have given me so that others might benefit.

In Jesus’ name, amen.









ALLIES
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Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.

PHILIPPIANS 2:4



THE ENGLISH POET JOHN DONNE WROTE, “NO man is an island.” In practical terms, that concept applies to countries as well. (In geographic terms, many countries are, in fact, islands.) God created people with an inescapable interconnectedness, and nations are made up of people. While most international alliances and partnerships are built on mutual benefit, the spirit of the apostle Paul’s words in Philippians 2:4 can still be found in them. Humans are better—both as individuals and as nations—when we “take an interest in others, too.”

You could argue that the United States exists today because another nation took an interest in us. The ultimate success of the American Revolution is due in large part to the first strategic alliance of our fledgling country. God, in His perfect timing, gave us an ally when we needed one most.

In the 1770s, France was engulfed in the Enlightenment. The French people had begun to embrace new concepts about society, science, and human progress. They saw the United States as the embodiment of Enlightenment ideals. In addition, France was a global power, even though it had lost its American colonies a decade earlier in the Seven Years’ War. The French took an interest in the American Revolution because the two countries shared a common enemy—Great Britain.

However, because France still held colonies around the world, it did not want to be seen as promoting rebellion in Great Britain’s colonies. That’s one reason the Founding Fathers drafted the Declaration of Independence so quickly. The sooner the United States declared itself a separate nation, the sooner the French could join the war effort.

Benjamin Franklin traveled to Paris in December 1776 as the first official representative of the United States in France. He helped arrange secret shipments of weapons, uniforms, and other necessities to the Continental Army. On February 6, 1778, the alliance between the United States and France was made official.

France proved to be an indispensable ally. George Washington’s pivotal victory at Yorktown in 1781 was made possible by French forces. The French army and navy waged war with Great Britain in Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean, preventing the British from concentrating their efforts on American shores.

In short, the United States won the battle for independence because God gave us the right ally at the right time. In turn, the United States has become a valuable ally to other nations throughout the world. May we never lose our commitment to “take an interest in others, too.”

What biblical principles should guide our country in serving as an ally to other nations?


Heavenly Father,

Thank You for the allies who came alongside our nation—who joined us not only in our battle for independence but in our rise to a world power. Give us the compassion, wisdom, and strength to serve as an ally to other nations in their time of need.

In Jesus’ name, amen.









STATION TO STATION
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But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats.

1 PETER 3:14



FROM THE EARLIEST DAYS OF OUR NATION’S INDEPENDENCE, people worked to right the wrong of enslavement—often at great risk to themselves. While some abolitionists pursued legal and political solutions to the problem, others chose a more immediate, practical, and dangerous strategy of physically helping enslaved people escape their bondage.

As the efforts of these daring abolitionists became more organized and coordinated, their operations grew into a vast network of individuals who used their own resources to transport enslaved people from the South (where slavery was legal) to the North (where it wasn’t).

In time, the network came to be known as the Underground Railroad—a nod to steam engines, which were popular at the time. “Conductors” posed as enslaved people to gain entrance to plantations and organize escapes. These conductors led the escapees, or “passengers,” to safe houses, or “stations.” The people who sheltered passengers on their route to freedom were called “station masters.” Most stations were located ten to twenty miles apart. By traveling from station to station, the passengers avoided patrols organized by their enslavers.

Historians estimate that the Underground Railroad helped guide more than one hundred thousand enslaved people to freedom. Harriet Tubman said in 1896, “I was the conductor of the Underground Railroad for eight years, and I can say what most conductors can’t say—I never ran my train off the track, and I never lost a passenger.”

The conductors and station masters of the Underground Railroad understood the risks they were taking. Many were formerly enslaved themselves, risking their freedom and their lives to rescue others. In the words of the apostle Peter, they were willing to “suffer for doing what is right.”

In 1850, Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act to stem the tide of passengers traveling north. The act gave enslavers more power to recapture escapees and increased the consequences for assisting their escape. But the unjust law did little to stop the lifesaving work of the Underground Railroad. Too much was at stake and too many people were suffering; fear would not stop the conductors and station masters. They embraced the ethos of 1 Peter 3:14: “So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats.”

The heroes who operated the Underground Railroad were bright lights in the dark history of enslavement in the United States. In the same way, followers of Christ are called to be bright lights. We, too, must be prepared to take the necessary risks to help the oppressed and needy.

What does taking risks for the sake of the oppressed look like in our country today?


Heavenly Father,

Thank You for caring about those who slip through the cracks of society. Give me the courage and compassion to come alongside people who are oppressed or in need, even if it means risking what is most precious to me.

In
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