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Prologue

[image: image]


Welcome to the incredible world of the Burj Khalifa! Imagine a building so tall that it seems to touch the clouds, a skyscraper that stands as a symbol of human imagination and engineering. This amazing structure isn’t just the tallest building in the world—it’s a masterpiece that tells the story of Dubai's rise from a small desert town to one of the most famous cities on the planet.

In this book, we’re going to take you on a thrilling journey through the Burj Khalifa’s history, from its early design ideas to its record-breaking height today. We’ll dive into cool facts, explore how it was built, and discover what makes this skyscraper such an awesome place to visit. You’ll even learn about the super-fast elevators, the jaw-dropping views from its observation decks, and the special features that make the Burj Khalifa stand tall above the rest.

So, buckle up, young adventurer! Whether you're dreaming of visiting one day or just curious about how the tallest building on Earth came to be, this guide will give you all the exciting details about the mighty Burj Khalifa. Let's start climbing!
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Chapter 1: The Story Behind Burj Khalifa
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The Burj Khalifa is a building that stands out not just because it's incredibly tall, but because of the amazing story behind how it was built. Imagine a giant structure rising high into the sky, taller than anything else in the world! That’s exactly what the Burj Khalifa is. But before it became the tallest building on Earth, there was a lot of hard work, planning, and creativity involved.

The idea of building the Burj Khalifa started a long time ago when the leaders of Dubai wanted to create something that would make their city famous all over the world. Dubai, a city in the United Arab Emirates, had already become known for its amazing skyscrapers, luxury hotels, and impressive shopping malls, but they wanted something even more spectacular. They dreamed of building a tower that would be the tallest in the world, a symbol of how far Dubai had come. But building something this massive wasn’t going to be easy.

The planning for Burj Khalifa started in 2004. The architects and engineers had to think about a lot of different things before they could even begin construction. First of all, the tower had to be safe and strong enough to stand against powerful winds, especially since it's so tall that the wind blows much harder at the top than on the ground. The building also had to deal with the extremely hot temperatures in Dubai, which can make things expand and shift.

The design of the Burj Khalifa was inspired by the shape of a desert flower called the Hymenocallis. This flower has long, thin petals that curve upwards, just like the way the Burj Khalifa’s structure rises towards the sky. The design is not only beautiful but also functional—it helps the building stay strong and stable even though it’s so tall. The architects made sure that the base of the tower was wide, so it could support the enormous height above it.

When construction finally began, thousands of workers from all over the world came together to build this giant. These workers came from countries like India, Pakistan, and China, and they worked day and night to bring the Burj Khalifa to life. It was not just a few people—over 12,000 workers were involved in the construction process! They used millions of tons of concrete and steel, which are strong materials that help make the building safe and sturdy. The tower has a shiny, glassy surface, which reflects the sunlight, making it sparkle during the day.

One of the biggest challenges was how high the workers had to go. Since the Burj Khalifa is so tall, the workers used special cranes and machines that could lift the heavy materials all the way to the top. The construction also had to be done in stages. They didn’t build the tower all at once but added a few floors at a time. The workers started from the bottom, and as the tower grew taller and taller, the work became more difficult because they had to lift materials higher and higher. It took more than five years to complete the building, but each day brought the Burj Khalifa closer to becoming a reality.

By 2009, the Burj Khalifa was finally finished, but it wasn’t opened to the public until January 4, 2010. On that special day, there was a huge celebration with fireworks, lights, and music. People from all over the world came to see the grand opening of the tallest building in the world. The Burj Khalifa reached an incredible height of 828 meters, which is about 2,716 feet. To give you an idea of how tall that is, imagine over 160 floors stacked on top of each other. In fact, it’s so tall that on a clear day, you can see the building from 95 kilometers away!

One of the amazing things about the Burj Khalifa is that it’s not just a place for people to look at and admire—it’s also a place where people live and work. Inside the Burj Khalifa, there are fancy apartments, offices, hotels, restaurants, and even swimming pools! People who live there get to enjoy a life like no other, with the best views in the world. The building has elevators that travel super fast, taking people up and down the many floors in just a few seconds.

But the Burj Khalifa isn’t only famous because of its height. It’s also an important symbol for Dubai and the whole United Arab Emirates. It shows how quickly Dubai has grown from a small desert town into one of the most modern and famous cities in the world. The Burj Khalifa is a sign of what people can achieve when they dream big and work hard to make their dreams come true. It’s also a reminder that even the tallest buildings start with just an idea.

Over the years, the Burj Khalifa has become a popular destination for visitors from all over the world. Tourists come to take pictures of the building, go up to the observation decks, and enjoy the incredible views from one of the highest points on Earth. People love to visit the Burj Khalifa because it makes them feel like they’re on top of the world—literally! On special occasions, like New Year’s Eve, the building lights up with spectacular fireworks displays that can be seen from miles away.

The story of the Burj Khalifa is a story of ambition, creativity, and teamwork. It’s not just a tall building, but a symbol of human achievement and the power of imagination. When people look at the Burj Khalifa, they don’t just see a tower—they see what is possible when people come together to create something extraordinary. It’s a reminder that with determination, anything can be built—even the tallest building in the world! And who knows? Maybe one day, someone will build a tower that’s even taller than the Burj Khalifa. But for now, it remains a shining example of what can be done when dreams soar as high as the sky.
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Chapter 2: How Tall Is the Burj Khalifa?
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The Burj Khalifa is famous for being the tallest building in the world, and when you hear just how tall it is, it might be hard to believe! The Burj Khalifa rises to an incredible height of 828 meters, which is about 2,716 feet. To give you a better idea of how tall that really is, imagine a building with more than 160 floors stacked on top of each other—that’s how high it goes! It’s so tall that it stands above all the other skyscrapers around it, making them look tiny in comparison.

If you’ve ever been in a tall building, like one that has 20 or 30 floors, you might know how high up you feel when you look out the window. Now, imagine being in a building that is more than five times taller than that! The Burj Khalifa is so tall that people on the ground look like tiny little dots from the top. When you stand near the building and look up, it seems like it never ends, as if it’s touching the sky.

One of the reasons why the Burj Khalifa’s height is so impressive is because there has never been a building as tall as this before. Before the Burj Khalifa was completed, the tallest building in the world was the Taipei 101 in Taiwan, which stands at 509 meters (about 1,670 feet). While that’s still incredibly tall, the Burj Khalifa is much taller—it’s like adding an extra 300 meters to the top of Taipei 101! That’s the difference between a very tall building and the world’s tallest.

But the height of the Burj Khalifa isn’t just a number—it has a huge impact on what it feels like to be inside the building. For example, the building is so tall that when you’re on the top floors, you can see a totally different view than from the lower floors. On a clear day, people at the very top of the building can see for up to 95 kilometers (about 59 miles) in every direction! That’s like being able to see all the way to a different city. From the top of the Burj Khalifa, you can see the desert, the ocean, and all of Dubai laid out beneath you like a map.

Something really cool about the Burj Khalifa’s height is that it’s so tall, it even affects how time works at different parts of the building. Since the building is so high, the sun sets at slightly different times depending on where you are in the tower. If you’re at the bottom of the building, you might see the sunset a few minutes earlier than someone who’s all the way at the top. In fact, people who live on the higher floors have to wait a little longer to break their fast during Ramadan, because they see the sun for a few minutes longer than those at the ground level!

The Burj Khalifa is so tall that it breaks through the clouds on some days. Imagine waking up in your apartment in the Burj Khalifa and looking out the window to see a sea of clouds below you. It’s like being in an airplane, but you’re still standing on the ground—or at least, the floor of the building! This is something that can only happen because the Burj Khalifa is so incredibly high.

Being the tallest building in the world also means that the Burj Khalifa holds a lot of records. For example, it has the highest observation deck in the world, located on the 148th floor. This observation deck is called "At the Top Sky," and it’s a place where people can go to look out over the city and beyond. The views are absolutely breathtaking because you’re so high up, it almost feels like you’re flying. There’s also another observation deck on the 124th and 125th floors, which is still really high up, but not quite as high as "At the Top Sky." People come from all over the world to visit these observation decks and take pictures of the stunning views.

The Burj Khalifa also has the world’s longest elevator ride. The elevators in the Burj Khalifa are super fast—they travel at speeds of up to 10 meters per second, which means you can go from the ground floor to the top of the building in just a minute! But because the building is so tall, the elevator ride feels longer than it would in a regular skyscraper. In fact, it holds the record for having the longest distance traveled by an elevator in the world. The elevators are designed to be very comfortable, so even though you’re going really fast, you don’t feel like you’re rushing up 160 floors.

There’s another cool fact about the Burj Khalifa’s height—it’s so tall that the temperature at the top is actually cooler than at the bottom. The difference in temperature between the top and bottom of the building can be as much as 6 degrees Celsius (about 11 degrees Fahrenheit). That means that while it might be very hot on the ground, people at the top of the Burj Khalifa are enjoying much cooler air. This is because, as you go higher in the atmosphere, the air gets thinner and cooler, and since the Burj Khalifa is so tall, it stretches into these cooler layers of the sky.

Even though the Burj Khalifa is the tallest building in the world, it’s not just tall for the sake of being tall. Its design is very smart and practical. The engineers and architects who worked on the building wanted to make sure that it was strong enough to handle the challenges of being so high. For example, the wind is much stronger at the top of the building than it is on the ground. To make sure the building can handle these strong winds



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SHAH RUKH

All About
Burj Khalifa

A Kid's Guide to the
World's Tallest Bui\dina





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





