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			Gabriel García Márquez

			Colombian writer and journalist

			
					Born in Aracataca (Colombia) in 1927

					Died in Mexico City in 2014

					Notable works:	The Leaf Storm (1955), novel

	Chronicle of a Death Foretold (1981), novel

	Love in the Time of Cholera (1985)




			

			Considered by French newspaper Le Monde as “one of the greatest writers of the 20th century”, Gabriel García Márquez brought international renown to Latin American literature and, in particular, authors from the ‘Latin American boom’, such as Jorge Luis Borges (Argentinian, 1899-1986), Julio Córtazar (Argentinian, 1914-1984) and Mario Vargas Llosa (Peruvian, born in 1936).

			Although he was not behind the genre of magic realism, his novel One Hundred Years of Solitude is one of its most notable examples. Themes such as solitude, death, violence and power are omnipresent in the work of this talented writer, who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1982.

		


		
			One Hundred Years of Solitude

			A major work on the Latin American landscape

			
					Genre: magic realism

					Reference edition: García Márquez, G. (2000) One Hundred Years of Solitude. Trans. Rabassa, G. London: Penguin.

					First edition: 1967

					Themes: solitude, time, death, family, violence, misfortune, generations.

			

			First published in Argentina in 1967, One Hundred Years of Solitude is considered by the Chilean poet Pablo Neruda (1904-1973) as “the greatest revelation in the Spanish language since Don Quixote [a novel written by Miguel de Cervantes in the 18th century]”. The novel was written in absolute poverty and destitution – the writer had to sell some of his belongings in order to be able to send the manuscript to an editor – yet was so successful that it brought Gabriel García Márquez international renown. Now translated into almost 35 languages, it has sold more than 30 million copies and was awarded both the French Prix du Meilleure Livre Étranger (Best Foreign Book Prize) in 1969 and the Venezuelan Rómulo Gallegos prize in 1972.

			Through themes such as solitude and oblivion, the novel tells two stories: that of a family over seven generations, and that of the village that they founded, from its construction to its fall.

		


		
			Summary

			A complex family tree

			José Arcadio Buendia and Ursula Iguarán are an emblematic couple, behind the six Buendia generations and the village of Macondo. Despite their fears that, according to legend, an incestuous couple would bear a child with a pig’s tail, the two cousins decide to start a family. When their children are born, they are relieved to see that neither José Arcadio, nor Aureliano nor Amaranta are deformed. Their family continues to grow when they adopt Rebecca, an Indian orphan, and Arcadio, the son of José Arcadio and Pilar Ternera. They decide to raise them as their own children: Arcadio never discovers that the people who raised him are actually his grandparents.

			Then the second generation flies the nest: Aureliano has a child with Pilar, who is called Aureliano José, but also has 17 others during the war, all to different mothers and all named after him. José Arcadio, who has just returned from a journey with a group of travellers, falls for his adoptive sister Rebecca and decides to marry her. Amaranta, on the other hand, remains a spinster, although she does have a special relationship with her nephew, Aureliano José.

			In the third generation, although Arcadio is the only one to have children (Remedios, José Arcadio II and Aureliano II), he does not raise them, as he dies when they are still very young. Aureliano II is also the only one to have children: Amaranta Ursula, José Arcadio and Renata Remedios. Renata, his youngest, has intimate relations with Mauricio Babilonia when they are not married, and is therefore sent to a convent where she gives birth to their son, Aureliano Babilonia.

			The parenthood of this child is kept secret and it is therefore unknowingly that he falls in love with his aunt, Amaranta Ursula. From this incestuous relationship, Aureliano, the last of the Buendias, is born, cursed with a pig’s tail, just as the legend predicted. His mother dies in childbirth and his father, overcome with grief, forgets about the child, thus causing the infant’s death. Aureliano Babilonia then isolates himself completely from the outside world and sets to work translating the manuscripts of the traveller Melquíades.

			[image: ]

			The story of a village

			Following a fight in which José Arcadio Buendia kills his enemy Prudencio Aguilar, he decides to leave his village, as he is haunted by the ghost of his victim. Under the pretext of an expedition to find the ocean and build a new town there, he leaves, with several other families. After months of searching in vain, they settle in a place which will become the village of Macondo.

			Initially, this small village is self-sufficient, completely isolated from the outside world, but gradually travellers start to go there, bringing the most recent inventions – notably mirrors and flying carpets – and the country’s news. Thus begins the expansion of Macondo, of which the first stage is the arrival of the first foreign family, the Moscotes. Don Apolinar Moscote wants to run the small town in accordance with the conservative government, and instigates the first political conflicts: the inhabitants then divide into two groups, liberals and conservatives. Aureliano Buendia then leads a rebellion which will cause a civil war in which both factions are opposed throughout the country.

			Macondo, thanks to the development of its trade, small businesses and means of communication, becomes a significant modern town in the region. However, the first signs of decline begin to show. Firstly, following a strike on a banana plantation, all the workers are killed by the national army. Then there are the torrential rains, which plague Macondo for almost five years, isolating it again from the rest of the world and causing the exile of many inhabitants. The town, in the same way as the Buendia family, gradually falls into oblivion and solitude. Intense winds destroy the last signs of life in the village, leaving nothing behind them.

			The misfortune of the Buendia family

			Melquíades, the leader of a group of travellers, goes to Macondo every spring, before the village’s expansion period. Early on, José Arcadio Buendia befriends this mysterious man who brings him hundreds of miraculous things. After his death and resurrection, Melquíades is welcomed by the Buendias, and begins writing manuscripts that nobody can decipher. This is in fact the inscription of the curse that condemns the family to one hundred years of solitude, oblivion and collapse.

			The first signs of this curse appear just after the arrival of Rebecca in Macondo. These are the plague of insomnia and the plague of oblivion. From then onwards, the inhabitants affected by these evils no longer sleep and forget everything, including their past and the names of simple objects. But a potion provided by Melquíades cures these illnesses. Unfortunately, the solution is only temporary and the condemnation will take more radical forms as time passes: the solitude and isolation of the Buendia family, whom nobody remembers; the torrential rains and the winds that destroy Macondo. Only Aureliano Babilonia, the last survivor of his family, manages to decipher these manuscripts. However, as he reads, he realises that he cannot stop reading as, when he finishes the last lines, both the village and himself will be destroyed.

		


		
			Character study

			The novel tells the story of an entire family and of a village through several generations. There are easily more than 30 characters, therefore the selection below only features the most important, those whose actions have a profound influence on the plot.

			José Arcadio Buendia

			José Arcadio Buendia is the instigator of a journey that leads several families to build the village of Macondo. He suggests this journey in order to escape the ghost of his enemy that he killed, Prudencio Aguilar. His strategy works as he then does not see the ghost for several years.

			José Arcadio Buendia is a leader, who maintains order in the village thanks to his natural authority and his sense of fairness. He has a curious nature and he always looks forward to the arrival of the travellers, who bring miraculous things. As he too wishes to understand how modern objects and various phenomena work, he does many experiments and entertains himself in his laboratory, dismantling various things. He also introduces his son, Aureliano, to alchemy.

			Gradually, due to the return of Prudencio’s ghost, he goes insane and loses touch with reality. His family tie him to the trunk of a chestnut tree, with which his body becomes one. In complete harmony with nature, he talks to his old enemy. A few days before his death, his wife takes him back to his bedroom, so that he can die with dignity.

			Ursula Iguarán

			Ursula Iguarán, along with her cousin José Arcadio Buendia, forms half of the founding couple of Macondo. She is highly superstitious and fears that her children will be born deformed by a pig’s tail or resembling iguanas due to her incestuous relationship. Despite this, she is the source of a family of seven generations and knows nearly all of her descendants. She lives for over 100 years, and turns out to be the real head of the family. Moreover, she looks after the house, raises the children and grandchildren and maintains order in the village when her husband is busy with his inventions.

			To meet the needs of her household, she runs a successful baking business, which allows the Buendias to live in modern comfort. She is also a healer in her spare time, and treats the various ills and illnesses with plant-based potions, which she makes for the occasion.

			Melquiades

			Melquíades is the head of a group of travellers who regularly visit Macondo. Fairly early on, he establishes a close friendship with José Arcadio Buendia. As they share the same curiosity for the things of the world, they both undertake many experiments, including the creation of gold from other metals or photographing God using daguerreotype; unfortunately these all fail.

			One day, the Buendia family notices that Melquíades, sadly, is not with the other travellers who arrive for spring. He has in fact died of a fever in the seas of Asia. A few years later, however, he comes back to life and knocks on the door of his friend, who welcomes him with open arms, without asking questions. They then continue their experiments, but gradually Melquíades becomes isolated and starts scribbling on old parchment. Upon his second death, many people try in vain to decipher his writings, but only Aureliano Babilonia eventually succeeds.

			José Arcadio

			José Arcadio is the oldest son of José Arcadio Buendia and Ursula Iguarán. He is a quiet child and is not particularly interested in his father’s experiments. During his adolescence, he falls in love with Pilar Ternera, the maid. After every night he spends with her, he tells his brother Aureliano everything, which brings them closer. One day in spring, Pilar announces that she is pregnant. The future father, frightened, leaves her to distract himself with the travellers. He then meets a girl with whom he falls in love and leaves the village with the nomadic group.

			Years later, when he returns, he has tattoos, is muscular, has forgotten all his manners and has a strong character. He meets Rebecca again, his adoptive sister, who has grown up to be much more beautiful. They isolate themselves from the family in order to pursue a romantic relationship without having to hide, despite their mother’s forbidding it. Once he has moved into a small house with his wife, José Arcadio seizes the neighbouring land and starts collecting taxes. He also gets closer to Arcadio, the son he had with Pilar, without ever admitting to him how they are related.

			Aureliano Buendia, or the Colonel

			Aureliano is the second son of the founding couple

			
			
			The men of the Buendia family
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