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​Introduction
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Welcome to the tenth installment of Unbelievable Crimes.

In this anthology, I’ll cover more twisted tales of the macabre, most of which have either been tucked away in the archives of true crime or simply never received much press coverage.

In Volume Ten, I delve into a tale of a wicked teenager who, along with her older husband, captured and abused young victims for their sick pleasure. Then there’s the case of a father who abused his daughter's trust and loyalty, torturing her before her untimely and terrifying death.

I also cover a more high-profile case from the UK, the murder of Sarah Everard. While it was mainstream news in Britain, it’s lesser known around the world, despite the impact it had on the UK and the trust their people had in the police force.

Then there’s the tragic case of a young girl who was making her way home from a friend’s house, only to be intercepted by a depraved monster.

These crimes, plus seven more true tales, make up the tenth installment of this series. As always, I’d like to offer a word of caution about some of the cases in this book. These crimes are especially brutal to learn about, some of which involve sexual assault, torture, or crimes involving vulnerable individuals.

With that said, if you’re ready, let’s begin.
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​Lady Sundown
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Wicked women are a fascinating category of true crime stories. Women are nowhere near as murderous as men, but when they do have that lust for blood, they’re sometimes more sadistic than their male counterparts.

What’s more disturbing than a wicked woman? A wicked girl, perhaps. And that’s just what Judith Neelley was.

Born Judith Ann Adams in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in June 1964, not a great deal is known about her early childhood and upbringing. It’s reported that her father, who died when she was nine, was an alcoholic. There are no real details about Judith’s early teenage years, either, other than suggestions that her mother regularly brought different men home to their trailer.

When she was 15, Judith met Alvin Neelley, a 26-year-old married man. Despite the 11-year age gap and the fact that Judith was a child, Alvin took it upon himself to pursue a relationship with her. By the time Judith had turned 16, Alvin had divorced his wife and eloped with his young bride.

Alvin was a petty criminal, robbing stores and gas stations to make ends meet. A job simply didn’t fit into the transient lifestyle he adopted for himself and his teenage spouse. The man would teach Judith his corrupt ways, involving her heavily in his increasingly violent crimes.

In 1980, they headed to Riverbend Mall in Georgia to carry out an armed robbery. Instead, they ended up robbing a woman, holding her at gunpoint as they looted the terrified victim's bag and pockets.

It didn’t take long for the police to catch up with the criminals after they tried to cash some of the stolen checks. Alvin was already wanted for a rap sheet of other crimes, but this would be Judith’s first run-in with the law.

Alvin got five years in jail, while 16-year-old Judith - who was pregnant at this point - was sent to a youth development center. She was seen, perhaps correctly at this time, as being corrupted by her older husband. The teenager gave birth to twins while she was detained.

However, her run-in with the law didn’t quell Judith’s love and yearning for her husband. She wrote him dozens of letters while she was at the youth facility and told Alvin that she was being mistreated and sexually abused by the center staff. These claims have never been proven nor disproven, though Alvin naturally believed them to be true. So, he would sit in his prison cell and seethe over the alleged injustices and assaults his wife was enduring. He swore he’d get revenge.

Judith, too, wanted revenge. 

She was released earlier than her husband, in late 1981. She couldn’t move back with her mother, and with two young children to take care of, she needed help. So, she moved in with Alvin’s mother and father. By this point, Judith had learned how to acquire money quickly, and it wasn’t by working. Soon after moving back to Tennessee to live with Alvin’s parents, she was holding up convenience stores. Without her husband there to guide her, she quickly found herself making mistakes and was re-arrested.

It wasn’t long before Judith was free again, though. After all, she wasn’t seen as anything more than a wayward teen who couldn’t do much, if any, harm. How wrong that perception was.

Six months later, Alvin was released after serving less than half his sentence. Just like his young wife, his stint in jail had taught him nothing. He had no remorse, repentance, or desire to live a crime-free life. In fact, upon leaving prison, he was filled with rage and anger toward the youth development center, who had allegedly wronged his wife. Revenge consumed him.

They picked up their children from his parent's house and set out on the road again. Together, they plotted and schemed how they'd exact their revenge on the development center staff. They batted around ideas, but while they were making their vengeful plans, they figured they needed money to get by. Again, the couple resorted to crime. They would stealthily make their way into post offices and steal checks, using the signatures to produce fake money orders, which they’d cash.

To avoid detection or suspicion, the couple worked alone. They were all too aware of their criminal status as a couple and wanted to avoid recognition. However, Alvin installed a CB radio in each of their cars, and the thieving couple kept in touch with each other that way. It was the early ‘80s, after all, and mobile phones were years away from being accessible to the general public. So, they made their own means of communication and even gave themselves their own CB handles.

Alvin called himself “Nightrider.” Judith named herself “Lady Sundown.”

They’d bounce from hotel to motel. While the criminal couple were on their illicit road trip, they encountered a woman they both took a shine to. The pair invited her back to their hotel room, an invite she accepted. Perhaps it was intuition or the fact that she only accepted the invite out of politeness, but the woman never turned up at the agreed time. She didn’t know it then, but she very likely saved herself a world of suffering and maybe even avoided her own death by bailing on the date.

It’s clear that Alvin and Judith were talking about their fantasies and were looking at ways to make them a reality. Only, their fantasies weren't harmless fun. They were horrifically violent, nightmarish desires.

In the autumn of 1982, the couple decided it was finally time to take their revenge on two employees from the youth detention center. First was Kenneth Dooley, who reported gunshots toward his home on the night of September 11. Then, Linda Adair had a Molotov cocktail hurled onto her driveway the following evening.

Nobody was injured in the attacks. The victims were shaken up, though, and neither of them had any idea who did this or why anyone would target them. A sinister clue made its way to Linda while the police were investigating the crime. She received a phone call from an angry woman who claimed both Linda and her coworker Kenneth would be dead before sunrise.

Later that day, another menacing call from the same woman was recorded at the Floyd County Sheriff's Office. “For the abuse I took, they’re both going to die,” the caller spat. Still, the caller was unknown, and the number was untraceable. Perhaps a bored juvenile or a wayward teenager getting some twisted kicks, the police thought.

A fortnight later, the criminal couple would embark on some truly despicable crimes. 

Teenager Lisa Ann Millican resided at Ethel Harpst, a home for neglected and abused youths. The home was located in Cedartown, Georgia, and offered the 13-year-old girl stability and routine. It also afforded her a small friendship group, with whom she attended the Riverbend Mall on September 25, 1982.

Lisa ended up getting separated from her friends and had the utter misfortune of happening upon Alvin and Judith Neelley. The couple lured the teen to a nearby arcade under the ruse of playing games. Lisa was excited at the prospect of playing the latest arcade games for free, but instead, wound up in a motel in Alabama, bound and stripped of her clothes.

The terrified teen, while cuffed to the bed, noticed two small children roaming about the dank room she was unwillingly in. The Neelley’s toddler twins were about to bear witness to every bit of the suffering the teenager endured at the hands of her captors.

This was just the beginning of Lisa’s three-day ordeal. The hellish 72 hours were filled with sexual assaults, and not just at the hands of Alvin. Judith also abused Lisa. The sadistic couple would torture their captive and, when they slept, forced the teen onto the floor to sleep, although I can’t imagine Lisa did much sleeping, considering the unimaginable situation she was in. She was bound by the wrists to the frame of the bed, unable to free herself no matter how much strength she tried to muster up.

Lisa was no physical match for her attackers, not for Alvin in particular. He was heavyset, sadistic, and determined to ensure the victim wouldn’t get out alive. Judith was tall and slender, though her violent streak and lack of empathy made her just as formidable as her husband. 

After three days of torturing the teen, Alvin and Judith agreed they’d take Lisa to a desolate canyon to kill her.

What happened next varies slightly depending on whose version of events you want to believe. What we do know for certain is that, once at the canyon, Lisa was injected with drain cleaner by Judith in order to kill her. One syringe into her neck did nothing but cause the teenager unimaginable pain. Judith - who, by Alvin’s account, was on her
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