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Introduction

I’ve written a lot of different things over the years. This is the first collection of non-fiction articles I have written. There are two sections. One for previously published articles and one for articles that haven’t been published before. For all my published articles, I have included where and when they were published. There is one article which was published by someone else, namely the 4th Avenue News. I didn’t get paid for it, but at least it was released. That article is the first one listed in the published articles section.

After that one article, I wrote for my first magazine known as The Moon. There was a non-fiction magazine known as The Dark Side of the Moon too, which was later absorbed by The Moon. I’ve kept all these articles together in this section and in chronological order.

I’ve also written articles for my own personal website and blog. They are also in chronological order. Just some updates or my opinions and frustrations with the traditional publishers. I am technically on my second website. The first one I had to pay for and then I was unable to continue paying for it. It also needed more security so the cost of that website got too high. I switched to a free site which has ads, but it also has all the features I need. I could pay to get rid of the ads, but I haven’t been able to justify the expense.

The other section is group of articles which haven’t been published in any form prior to this book. I’ve organized those by subject matter. If they were related, I tried to keep them together in a group. Many of those I just wrote in 2020 to help fill out this book.

I actually came up with the idea for this book when going through the old magazine issues. I had gotten away from writing non-fiction and thought it would be a good idea to get back to it to make sure I could still write some pieces. I found I could and hope that others would be interested in what I think.

Not many of these articles have sources. They are based on my experiences and observations. I do my best to stress they are my observations and experiences. I do know it’s not always clear to everyone or else others just like to discount my experiences because they are not theirs. I know I didn’t pay that much attention to how well I stressed it was my observation or experience when I was younger as I do now.

I thought a book collecting the articles I wrote when I was younger together with some newer ones would be a good addition to all the books I’ve done so far. I do my best to remain a versatile writer. I don’t just want to be labeled as just a poet or short story writer. Or whatever the case may be. I enjoy challenging myself.

I couldn’t dream of another career that I would like as well as writing. I’ve kept at it even when others discounted it and insisted it was just a hobby. I never thought of it as a hobby. When I was younger and had decided to write, I wasn’t sure how to go about it. Then things changed with the technology and I was able to publish my own work easier and without having to deal with the traditional publishers, who I wasn’t sure of. I doubted they would ever publish my own writing.

They might now if they realized how much I have written over the years and how fast I can crank this material out. At this point I’m so used to do everything for my writing that I don’t see why I would deal with them when they will refuse to even promote me. I don’t know why I have to do business with publishers who won’t promote me or even pay royalties for my work and yet insist on full exclusive rights to my work.

Perhaps this is for the best. I will continue publishing my own work on my own with this collection. I think it has come out fairly well. I hope others will like it.


Previously Published


The Wonderful Agave

(originally published in the Desert World feature of the 4th Avenue News Summer 2000 Issue 6 Tucson, Arizona by Cow/boy Love Indie Press.)

Agave, a century plant, has been used in many different ways for many different reasons. It is the main ingredient in tequila. It is used as a foaming agent in beer and root beer. According to a web pamphlet, Native Americans used (and possibly still do) agave fiber to make bowstrings, brushes, cradles, nets, slings, and shoes. They also used the uncooked juice for their poison arrow tips. Some Native Americans used the plant as fish poisons according to a reference book. Even in Mexico today, the leaf juice is used as soap. The Garden Forum says several of these thorny plants can be planted close together to form a living fence that can keep cattle or children inside the land boundaries and keep out any unwanted strangers. Agave also had, and still does have, some medicinal uses.

This plant has been referred to, as mentioned by The Garden Forum, as needle and thread plant because a thorn can be broken off a living leaf taking a string of fiber with it. This kind of property makes this plant a good candidate for the construction of such things as cordage, bags, basketry, mats, blankets, pottery rests, headrings, braids, hair brushes, needles and thread, fish stringers, armor, lances, fire hearths, musical instruments and ceremonial objects. A reference book states after horses were introduced, Native American handicrafters learned fast how to use agave to make rope harnesses, hackamores, bridles, saddle and pack saddle pads, ornamental trappings and braided webbing for furniture.

Agave is a part of the creation myth of the Aztecs’ blood thirsty war god Huitzlipotzli. Before the priests would perform their rites of human sacrifice, they would drink pulque, a wine-like drink that was fermented agave juice. Perhaps, the priests drank the wine to expel any guilt that they may have had, so they could do all those gory things to their fellow human beings.

This low maintenance century plant may not be a native to the Sonoran desert, but it is still a desert plant. It will not mess up our natural desert. In fact, it will help the desert heal from the dreaded urban sprawl, which threatens our whole eco system. Just by growing in the desert, without much water, the agave can heal the earth. It helps to replenish the nutrients in the soil and it conserves water. After it reproduces and dies, it will decompose and add more nutrients to the soil so that other desert plants (not crab grass) can grow. Thus it will restore and continue the circle of life in the desert.

Agave can be harvested for medicinal uses. Any raw part of the plant can be poisonous, if ingested. Arizona Cactus & Succulent Research reports that the parts of the plant that can be used for medicinal purposes are the raw leaves and the pure pulp from the heart of the plant. The raw leaves can be ingested to cause vomiting. The pure pulp is smashed and used to treat chapped lips, rashes, sunburns, and snow blindness. A compress is made of the wet smashed pulp. It can be used to treat wounds, infections, and chest congestion. Itches, sores, and bruises can also be treated by an agave compress. Scientists have proven agave to be effective for soil permeability, and the healing of rashes, wounds, and infections.

This plant can be grown organically in small gardens or even on a large farm. Weeds, a scientific report states, will not be too much of a problem since agave can grow so well on so little. Herbicide is not necessary to get rid of any unwanted plants. If weeds do become a problem, they can just be pulled out. On a farm, the plants can be harvested for more than just the medicinal uses. They can be harvested for animal waste odor control on animal farms and also human wastes odor control in recreation vehicles’ holding tanks. The plants are also edible after they are cooked. Some of the food sold at the Food Conspiracy contains agave in some form or another. Agave is also used in birth control formulations.

Growing agave organically can be spiritual. One can learn to watch the subtle desert seasons. One can watch the growth of one’s own garden and be in awe of the silent beauty of the century plants. One can just admire the strength and resiliency of the plants as they thrive in the desert with seemingly little effort. All one has to do to start this is just plant some seeds and add water. The plant will come up.

Agave is a century plant that needs little water to grow and thrive in the desert. This plant can heal the desert and compete with non-desert plants. It still has many uses that make it a valuable plant to grow in gardens and on large farms. It can be grown organically without too much effort, and it can live a long time.


Monsanto is Evil

(Previously fully published in The Dark Side of the Moon Volume 1 Issue -1 November 2004. There was an excerpt of this same article in the Food Conspiracy Newsletter. Unfortunately, I don’t remember which issue specifically and I don’t know if anyone working on the newsletter would know now either.)

Introduction

How long have the Gene Giants been marketing and selling us genetically modified foods? That question can be hard to answer since it appears that they haven’t told us all the relevant information. Claims that the food is just as safe and no different from conventionally grown foods without presenting the scientific information is not good. Many people are concerned about human health, the environment, and the economic stability of independent farmers. All of these concerns are valid, even though companies, like Monsanto, claim the protesters are just emotional and ignorant of the real science. The attitude of Monsanto and its record seems to speak of something that defies the trust of consumers. Unfortunately, the FDA keeps approving the new foods without necessarily looking at all the dangers. To make matters worse, the technology is still too new to know all the dangers and benefits that can come from engineered food. This is a serious problem that sounds too much like an episode of the “X-Files.”

Fiction or Fact

“Scully, look at the evidence—Monsanto is hiding something and the FDA is in on it.”

“Mulder, the FDA approved the bovine growth hormone and genetically modified foods safe for human consumption.”

“But, Scully, there are scientists who have evidence against Monsanto. At least two scientists have been fired because they didn’t go along with the company.”

“Mulder.”

“Two television reporters have lost their jobs because they wouldn’t lie about the bovine growth hormone.”

“Mulder.”

“Scully, you’re the scientist, why don’t you review the evidence?”

The Science Behind How Life Survives

Evolution is a generally accepted theory with not much opposition that can solidly refute it. This theory is about genetic diversity, adaptation, cooperation, and competition. Sexual reproduction is important to the theory, as it is a way to create more genetic diversity. Without genetic diversity, life would have been extinct long ago, and we would not be here. Life came out of the oceans through different adaptations. Earth was untamed and rough, much more so than today, so life was threatened all the time. Life had to adapt or else it would die out and never return. Life can and does adapt to changes. Some changes build resistance in the individuals that survive. With all the different species that came about, some species became dependent on one another. Take one important species away, and the whole ecosystem can die.

Plants need sunlight to make their carbohydrates, a process known as photosynthesis. They, in turn, provide food and oxygen to animals. Most plants reproduce sexually, but they don’t move around like animals. They use wind and pollinators to carry their pollen. Pollinators are insects, birds, bats, and a few other mammals. Without the pollinators, plants have a much harder time reproducing and creating genetic diversity to ensure their survival. Without plants, animals (including humans) would not be able to survive. Some animals feed off other animals and eat little or no plants. However, those carnivores would not survive if there were no more plants because their prey would all die out.

Genes have ways of creating more diversity. They can reorder themselves and pair up differently to help create new offspring. They respond to change. Any kind of radiation, in large enough doses, including the sun’s, causes genes to mutate.

The Life of Bacteria

Bacteria are in constant motion. They transfer genetic material by having sex, if they can find each other. They have spontaneous sex changes. After a pair exchange genetic material, the female turns into a male to donate more genetic material. The male will eventually turn into a female and receive more genetic material. All the while, they divide and multiply. Some bacteria are harmful to humans. These bacteria can and do become more resistant to cleaners, like any that contain anti-bacterial agents. In effect, they become more harmful and stronger, especially without the beneficial bacteria to keep them in line.

The Scientific Process

1) Idea

2) Hypothesis about idea

3) Research subject

4) Design experiment

5) Perform experiment

6) Record observations and results

7) Explain results

8) Publish results in a peer-reviewed journal

Monsanto’s Attitude and Record

Monsanto is responsible for DDT, PCBs, Agent Orange, and much of the biotechnology. With a rather belligerent attitude about its “biotechnology,” the company claims that its products, such as Roundup Ready Soybeans, require less herbicide. As a result, this company has actually created “super weeds” that are unwanted plants in the fields. The company also claims its insecticide plants reduce the use of chemical insecticides. Again, the results are similar to creating “super weeds;” but this time, they’re more resistant insects that no longer die from eating the plants with the insecticides. Unfortunately, these same insecticide-producing plants have almost killed off the butterflies. The company’s peer-reviewed journal articles on the safety of its “genetically modified foods” are compared to conventionally grown food. This is a poor standard with little to almost nothing left of nutrients and laden with toxic chemicals, like pesticides and herbicides, that can cause cancer, kill humans, and harm the environment. This company tends to ignore the fact that error occurs in every experiment. That error applies to the gene spliced plants. The scientists cut the genes, they can’t see, insert them in another sequence in another organism of a different species, and glue them together. This process is not a perfect one. The genes can become unglued. Gene fragments exist. The reason they use bacterial antibiotic-resistant genes is that they can’t see the genes and need to make sure that they have inserted the ones that they wanted. Monsanto claims many benefits and no dangers. Those claims are just too good to be true. Nothing is that safe for everyone.

Since Monsanto has patents on plants, it claims that farmers cannot save seeds; and if they do, they are obviously stealing. It claims that wind blown-pollen doesn’t mix with other plants in other fields. This claim is not based on science or the real world. Of course, the pollen is going to mix with other plants and take root. Genetic pollution is a very real problem. Just ask Percy Scheiser and other threatened farmers. (Kaufman)(Schubert)(Weiss)

Monsanto wants to deny the American public the truth about the science. The company claims that protesters are basing their stance on emotional reasons and not science. Weird, since there are plenty of scientists who are against biotechnology on scientific grounds. Inevitably, Monsanto is affectionately called MonSatan by its employees and protesters alike. The future of biotechnology could be destroyed because of this company’s attitude.

A quote from Monsanto’s website says, “How many vitamin A-deficient, blind children will you allow to achieve your objective? How many iron-deficient women must die in childbirth so you can sell outdoor gear to the ‘environmentally conscious’? How many more lives will you sacrifice for your ‘cause’?”

Sounds like it is exactly what it accuses its protesters of being. That’s not science in that quote—that’s a purely emotional appeal. Organic has been proven, through science, to be better nutritionally than conventional. Those results are not a little difference—it’s big enough to even taste. We could also ask Monsanto the same questions it asks the protesters. Only in the company’s case, it’s blinded by profit instead of caring for the environment and the people that live in it.

Bovine Growth Hormone (bST, BGH)

I had a book on biotechnology. It wasn’t much better than what Monsanto likes to say. The claims in the book are not backed up by peer-reviewed articles. Surprising? This book is used in the biotechnology introductory class at University of Arizona. It seems its use is to just make converts from lies. The book said, “The safety of bST in milk has been studied exhaustively. In treated cows, the levels of bST in milk were not much higher than those in controlled cows. Moreover, bST is not active in humans, and all toxicity-trials have shown that there are no adverse effects on test organisms. The FDA, using all the research results that it could assemble, concluded that both the meat and milk of bST-treated cows were safe for human consumption.”(598) The safety has been tested? When and where? At least two scientists, one working at Monsanto and the other at the FDA, and two television reporters (Batz)have lost their jobs; and all have received gag orders. Why? They all have evidence that BGH is not safe for the cows or human consumption. There’s too much conflicting information. Plus, the peer-reviewed articles state otherwise. Rat studies have been done that have shown a link between BGH and overgrowth of skin, especially in males, and a higher occurrence of heart attacks in those prone to them (Wanke). Rats are used in studies because they are similar to humans. It has also been proven that humans with insulin-dependent diabetes have higher levels of bovine growth hormone after consuming the dairy and meat treated with BGH, and those levels are associated with complications, like kidney failure and blindness (Doi). So, if BGH is active in humans, then it is dangerous for human consumption. Cows and humans have 80% of their genomes (DNA for the entire species) that are identical. That could pose a serious problem, especially if our sequence code for the growth hormone is the same or very similar. We already have too much heart disease and diabetes. Moreover, milk production can be increased while decreasing methane gas emissions by milking three times daily and with longer periods of full spectrum light (otherwise known as sunlight) (Dunlap). Simply put, keep the cows happy and treat them well; and that will make the bovine growth hormone completely unnecessary.

GM Potatoes

Monsanto no longer produces genetically modified (GM) potatoes. Why? Some people had allergic reactions to them. The company’s article claims they are the same as conventional potatoes with no difference in nutrition or allergic reactions. If so, then why are some people allergic to the GM potatoes and not regular potatoes? Conclusion: Monsanto must be lying again. They are not the same or else the different reactions would not exist. Indeed, they are not the same— GM potatoes have inserted genes from a different species. This little difference is still a wildcard since there isn’t enough scientific information to explain what it means completely.

GMOs and Allergies

Allergies are hard to determine from GMOs because allergies are not well understood. There is a strong relationship between allergies and the immune system. A journal article states, “There is not universal, reliable and relevant tests for evaluation of the allergic risk and a case-by-case appraisal is required.” (Wal) In other words, it’s almost impossible to standardize any kind of test to accurately judge whether a food item is allergenic or not. GMOs would be harder to determine since they have foreign DNA. Why complicate matters with the food supply more than necessary? Many foods are nutritionally deficient and contain dangerous chemicals due to growing them with artificial chemicals and no compost.

Conclusion

Looking at the scientific information, it’s hard to determine if this food technology is truly safe for humans or the environment. It is easier to determine that it is a threat to our way of life. Biotechnology goes against nature in a very bad way. It attempts to stop nature and life from continuing on as they have for centuries. The technology attempts to take over and control evolution. If the Gene Giants win, there is a grave chance that life will be controlled by a few powerful companies, and it will not survive without them. In other words, poor people can suffer the most. They will not be able to buy food to survive. Stay tuned to the “X-Files;” Mulder and Scully may try to expose the lies of the Gene Giants, like Monsanto.
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An Overview of 2005-2008 with the Current Administration

(Previously published in The Dark Side of the Moon Volume 1 Issue 0 December 2004.)

Another presidential election has come and gone. This one was a little different than the previous ones, especially in light of what happened in the 2000 election. Many people believed that that election was rigged so that Mr. George W. Bush could win the election. There were many things about that election that made many people suspicious. Even former Vice President Al Gore didn’t seem to really want to become president.

So in 2004, there were all kinds and all levels— city, county, state, national— law enforcement agents standing by to ensure that everyone was allowed to vote in the election. There were even volunteers, some of whom happen to be lawyers, that were present at the polls helping people out. Yet with all of that, we still have the same president. Like Gore, Kerry didn’t seem to really want to be president. It still looks suspicious when the voting is as close as it was in this election and the previous one.

With this in mind, what does this mean for most of us living in this country, and for that matter in other countries as well?

The war in Iraq will continue.

This is rather obvious. Many people are concerned that the prolonged war will mean that the draft will have to be reinstated. All males, in healthy condition, between the ages of 18 and 25 will be enlisted and have to fight in this oil war whether they like it or not. I personally would not be drafted since I am female and considered, by the current administration, to be too weak to fight in any war. However, my younger brother is still young enough to be taken. He’s currently a student at Ball State University and would like to be a high school social studies teacher after he graduates. I would hate to lose him, as many others would hate to lose their brothers, husbands, friends, sons, grandsons, friends, lovers, etc.

If you know someone who gets drafted, please remember what the hippies did back during the Vietnam Conflict—they burned their draft cards and/or they left the country. Protesting is still an option today even if it means jail time. It would probably be better than losing one’s life in Iraq.

As for the people of Iraq, they hate us and wish we would leave. Is it better now that we got rid of their “cruel” leader, or is it the same or worse? We supported his regime and then we kicked him out. What are we really after in that country? Oil. Blood for oil. So we can drive all our gas-guzzling cars and have lots of plastic crap. People are dying in Iraq right now for the same reason that people died on September 11, 2001 with the planes that crashed into the World Trade Towers and the Pentagon— all for oil.

It’s just a matter time before the oil fields are set on fire in other countries. What will the Bush Dynasty do then? They may try to get everyone switched to compressed natural gas and lie about the destruction that the mining causes, while reaping the benefits.

Abortion may cease to be a legal, safe option.

Well, this is certainly an over-debated issue. The reason behind wanting to take away this legal right is very simple— there aren’t enough white babies being born in this country anymore. I couldn’t care less. Unfortunately, this country was founded on a racial hierarchy and it’s still with us today. The current administration would love to have it back in full swing. Of course, the white people are supposed to be in the elite class and we shouldn’t have to do any back-breaking work— that’s for the immigrants. Who cares if they’re here illegally? Well, that’s certainly bad news for everyone who is trying to keep a job or even find one.

Also, allowing women to have a safe and legal option for abortion gives them control over their reproductive lives. The current administration probably is against women ever finding out all the things that can go wrong with any pregnancy. That lack of knowledge is a damn shame. We as women have every right to know about our bodies and how dangerous, especially with the standard American diet as it is today, it is to even try to carry a child to term. Each pregnancy can take much from a woman’s body. She may need an average of two years to recover and return to the state of health prior to having the baby.

Let’s also face the fact that women will choose this option whether it’s legal or not. We might as well keep it safe and legal for those women. Birth control can and does fail. Why make these women suffer even more when adoption may not be a plausible option in many situations?

Denying birth control to unmarried women.

Well, this also isn’t good. Let’s face the facts: no matter how much anyone preaches chastity before marriage, how many people will actually go along with this? Not many. In fact, this is a sensitive issue for many people because of their hang ups with their own sexuality. It’s really a shame, but the reality is that people will have sex outside of marriage. Clinton certainly did and it’s not really our business— it’s between him and his wife Hillary.

Denying birth control can and will harm women who take it to regulate their periods. These are women, contrary to the popular myth, who take the pill to function because they have problem periods, but they don’t have sex because they choose not to. I know that is probably a shock to many people with the president’s beliefs, but it’s true and very sad that these women need the pill to ease their suffering. Of course what would the president care? He’s just a man and many men don’t even know what it’s like to bleed every month. I think they need to keep their mouths shut on these types of subjects since they don’t know what it’s like at all!

No realistic economic reform for more jobs.

If there are any new jobs available, it’s in the military— fighting against Iraq and possibly other oil rich countries as well. Many of us won’t choose the military willingly for various reasons, nor should we be forced to out of economic hardship or through the draft.

The economic reform for the next four years will probably include stricter laws that will be enforced. These may be increased racism and sexism applied to the few available jobs. Sure, only let the white men get the good jobs, while the rest of us suffer because we don’t deserve them. Women will probably be encouraged to stay at home more, especially if they have children. The old imposed value of a married woman’s main and only job is to take care of her husband and her children. Sure, after women have been in the workforce for over thirty years, now the current administration will try to force us all out? No, it won’t happen very well.

One problem with this economic reform is that many people will just simply increase the “illegal working force”, which includes, but not limited to, illegal immigrants, sweatshop labor, self-employed tax evaders, people running businesses without licenses, etc. This sector may be the hardest to track down, especially if they cover their tracks well. Of course working for one’s self and not paying taxes is probably the best way to tick off any conservative since it would ultimately cut into their “profits”. Never mind them, they don’t care if you’re starving and about to be thrown out on the street because, through no fault of your own, you can’t get a job since you were laid off the last one. Some conservatives obviously don’t realize how tough the market is today. Nor would they believe you if you explained it to them in plain English.

Oil will run out eventually, perhaps sooner than the Bush Dynasty would prefer.

Let’s face it: the Bush Dynasty is all about oil and profiting from it without caring how many people die or how much destruction occurs to the environment. This is our home and looking to the stars for new planets to live on doesn’t change this fact at all. We are continually destroying our only home and it needs to stop.

Over the next few years, gas prices will continue to climb higher and higher. It will become very expensive to own a car. Wait, it already is, but many people have been brainwashed into thinking that it is the only form of transportation that they want. Well, it will become even more expensive, because the oil won’t be there to power it. Of course alternative fuels are available, but those who have gotten rich from the oil will do everything in their power to prevent that knowledge from getting out to the general public and ensure that it won’t be practical to use them.

A little more than half the country supposedly voted for this dynasty and they don’t realize that the way they travel will have to radically change or else things could get worse. There’s nothing wrong with riding a unicycle, a bicycle, or even a tricycle. If one can do it, it’s great exercise, which we all need very much. There’s also nothing wrong with supporting mass transit. It’s less expensive than owning a car and often, the modes can be varied and use alternative fuels. So what if that means more walking? Americans on average don’t get enough exercise, which is bad coupled with the diet that most of us are on. We need to change and adapt or else our country will get worse. We can’t simply keeping going on wasting energy and resources, especially when they are non-renewable, like oil.

In short, the next four years don’t look good for many of us. However, we are not entirely powerless. True there will be leaders who will use power to help themselves out and not care what happens to those of us supporting them. But we do have options. We can still protest. We don’t necessarily have to go out to the streets and stop traffic, but we can live in ways that defy the norm or how those “leaders” expect us to live.

We can stop driving cars and ride buses, monorails, metros, unicycles, bicycles, or tricycles. We can eliminate the need for plastics. We can be more frugal and just buy what we need and never mind about more. Being rich isn’t everything. Money isn’t real— it’s a fiction that the current administration would love to keep going. They probably know of no other way to live.

We can grow vegetables gardens and nourish ourselves with good healthy living food. Does anyone remember the victory gardens from World War II? There must be someone still alive who remembers. We can have them back.

We can also work for ourselves and barter for necessities. We can get away without paying taxes. It may be tricky, but we can.

Even though the next four years don’t look good, remember that we still have options and we don’t need to mope around when there’s plenty of work to be done to change our country and what other countries think of us.


4th Avenue Grease Fair

(Previously published in The Dark Side of the Moon Volume 1 Issue 1 January 2005.)

Once again there was another 4th Avenue Street Fair in Tucson, Arizona on December 10, 11, and 12 complete with greasy junk food vendors and other vendors, who aren’t necessarily from Tucson. Of course they use real fire to grill all the corn ears, breaded onions, fries, and various meat items that I’d rather not think about or care to remember the smell since I am a vegetarian. With the fire comes lots of smoke floating over the Avenue. Let’s not forget about the cotton candy that is basically sugary, colored fluff. Or the ever popular shaved ice that is very similar to cotton candy. Of course, the food coloring that is used in such junk food is sometimes considered to cause cancer by the FDA. Despite these cancer warnings, it is important to point out that the FDA doesn’t always seem to know since they will ban the food dyes for awhile and then come back later and say they don’t cause cancer at all.

Of course with the food vendors, comes the carnie rides as well. The people providing the rides travel around the country from one fair to another. It’s their living, never mind if it seems seedy to most upper middle class people. Many of the other vendors also travel to different fairs and earn their money selling jewelry, clothing, pottery, metal work, etc. Fairs seem to attract these sorts of people, so it shouldn’t be any surprise that they keep coming back every time we have such an event in town.

The Street Fair didn’t necessarily have these traveling kinds of non-local vendors when it first started in 1970. That first street fair was during the holidays and the Fourth Avenue Merchants wanted to attract customers, so they put tables in front of their stores. From that point on, it attracted customers and the traveling vendors. This sort of information can be found on their website, which claims the Street Fair has become one of the premier street fairs in the country and ranks as one of the top visual arts fairs in the country. Of course, there is no information as to specific names of vendors on the website or at the information booths. If one goes to a job fair, one can get a map of who and where the businesses are located at the fair, so why not be able to get this information at this Street Fair as well? Perhaps the Association figures most people just want to browse and discover the different booths themselves without any map. And they maybe right as far as most of the foot traffic during the Street Fair is concerned.

Things have definitely changed in the Street Fair since it was started. Dogs are no longer allowed, even though some people still brought them along at the last one. One person stated it was a shame since it was cute how some people dressed their dogs up in shirts and hats. (One of the dogs that came to the Street Fair wore a shirt and a hat). In fact one of the vendors sold hats for dogs and has even had real live dogs modeling the hats in his booth. These small dogs were very well behaved. They just posed in a half-sitting, half-standing position, quietly, without moving very much.

Eventually, the Fourth Avenue Merchants Association allowed the traveling vendors in, probably to help keep the non-profit Merchant Association alive and well. The Association makes the most money all year at the Street Fairs and in turn, they give it all back to the community. It may also be that it is an inevitable evolution of these kinds of fairs to attract non-local, traveling vendors. These vendors may not be bad in of themselves, but to many people who are wary of corporate take over, these types of vendors represent a symptom of that problem.

Of course being a non-profit means these are sponsors for the Street Fairs to keep them open and free to the public. One sponsor is Coca-Cola and the website encourages people to drink Coke to support the sponsor since they support the Street Fair. Sure, go and risk cavities and ruining your digestive system for this soda. That product isn’t good for much except degreasing engines. But of course, neither Coke nor the Fourth Avenue Merchants Association will tell anyone about those dangers
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