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		Preface



The idea behind Teach Your Child Creative Writing is to provide students with stimulating and exciting contexts around which they can build up their creativity in writing whilst using their knowledge and experience of familiar situations to improve their language skills; in particular to improve ideas, expression and other writing skills. Grammar is not neglected but is dealt with in a novel way. As the title suggests, this book is meant to be a complete writing course by itself for students of ages 9 to 13 (depending on the standard of the student). The teacher should adhere to the activities as far as possible but may adapt them to suit the needs of his or her own students, if necessary.

All the activities have been used and tested successfully with various classes and mixed groups and found to be invaluable in improving and mastering the difficult skill of composition writing. In general, the activities (grouped into three levels of ten activities) increase in difficulty; the later ones being more difficult. Each activity has an associated teacher reference page, which gives:

1. The details of the main Skill focus of the activity (whether to teach important concepts, improve writing skills, teach grammar or develop creativity).

2. The necessary background to be supplied by the teacher.

3. Suggested answers or follow-up activities.

Note that each activity may involve the writing of 3 or 4 associated compositions.

 



		Chapter 1: Activity 1



Identifying Sentences

Skill: To be able to recognise a sentence.

 

A sentence is a group of words that make complete sense by themselves.

 

Exercise 1a. Which of the following are sentences?

1. My name is Jack Hawkins.

2. Where is?

3. Where is Glasgow?

4. To the dentist.

5. There's a meeting in the school.

6. I am going to the dentist.

7. You have lost a pound.

8. In the school.

9. You have won the prize.

10. Why did you scream at him?

 

Exercise 1b

Can you now write 5 sentences of your own?

 


Teaching Notes for Activity 1

 

(1) It is not necessary to give the exact definition of a sentence or  to clarify the meaning of a finite verb (or even verb at this stage). However, since the sentence is the basic unit of writing, it is vital that students understand and recognize a sentence intuitively.

 

(2) In order to avoid giving clues, every example of a possible sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with a full stop (or question mark).

 

(3) Check carefully the sentences written by the students. Give more examples if necessary to consolidate the concept of a sentence.

Answers to Exercise 1a of Activity 1

1. Sentence

2. Not a sentence

3. Sentence

4. Not a sentence

5. Sentence

6. Sentence

7. Sentence

8. Not a Sentence

9. Sentence

10. Sentence

 



		Chapter 2: Activity 2



Expanding a Sentence

Skill: To make a sentence longer.

 

Method: Add details to simple sentences.

 

Look at these simple sentences. Try to make each of them longer in any way you can. 

There are many ways to do this.

 

1. I was late for school.

2. Jack fell asleep on the sofa.

3. A filthy beggar came to my house.

 

Suggested Answers (the extra parts are underlined):

 

1. I was late for school because I missed the bus.

2. Jack fell asleep on the sofa watching his favourite film.

3. A filthy beggar came to my house to ask for money.

 

Exercise 2: Make these sentences longer. 

1. I was late for school.

2. Jack fell asleep on the sofa.

3. A beggar came to my house.

4. I tried to win the race.

5. You can pass the test.

6. The boy ate the food.

7. Climb up the hill.

8. I don't understand.

9. I saw a mouse.

10. Get out.

11. Jack went out.

12. You can see a man.

13. I was playing football.

14. You have a cat.

15. We like to go outside.

 


Teaching Notes for Activity 2

 

(1) The focus skill of this activity is to develop the ability to expand a sentence by adding descriptive detail. This helps students improve their composition writing, where ideas must be developed clearly and effectively. Writing often begins with a simple idea or outline, which must then be expanded into a fuller piece. Many students struggle with this process, particularly when trying to add relevant and meaningful details. 

(2) Only statements are given in view of Activity 3 – no exclamations or interrogative sentences.

 

(3) Sample answers to Exercise 2 for questions 4 to 15:

 

4. I tried to win the race but I couldn't do it.

5. You can pass the test if you work hard.

6. The boy ate the delicious food in the restaurant.

7. Climb up the steep hill using a rope to help you.

8. I don't understand what this question means.

9. I saw a mouse coming out of that small hole in the wall.

10. Get out of here and don't come back again.

11. Jack went out for a walk with his dog.

12. You can see a man with an umbrella and a black jacket.

13. I was playing football when the postman arrived with a parcel.

14. You have a black cat, and I have a white one,

15. We like to go outside to play when it's sunny.

 



		Chapter 3: Activity 3



The Sentence: Capital Letters and Full Stops

Skill Focus: To ensure that the student starts a sentence with a Capital letter and ends it with a full stop.

 

Method: Correction of improper sentences

 

Look again at the 15 sentences at the beginning of Exercise 2. Notice that each sentence begins with a Capital letter and ends with a full stop. Did you remember to start with a Capital letter and end with a full stop in your fifteen expanded sentences.? 

Exercise 3(a) Correct your answers to Exercise 2 if necessary.

 

Exercise 3(b) Now correct the mistakes in sentences 16 to 20 below, making sure to begin with a Capital letter and to end with a full stop.

16. she likes to dance

17. They go out shopping

18. you can see the match on television.

19. i know that trick

20. The moon is easy to see at night

 

Exercise 3(c) Expand the sentences in Exercise 3(b).








Teaching Notes for Activity 3

 

This is a continuation of the previous activity. The teacher should make sure that all the sentences and the expanded sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop (or a question mark – in case the student has written an interrogative sentence). Ignore all other grammatical errors at this stage.

Answers to Exercise 3(b)

16. She likes to dance.

17. They go out shopping.

18. You can see the match on television.

19. I know that trick.

20. The moon is easy to see at night.

Sample answers to the expanded sentences Exercise 3(c)

16. She likes to dance to pop music.

17. They go out shopping nearly every day.

18. You can see the match on television after you do your homework.

19. I know that trick because my dad taught me it when I was three.

20. The moon is easy to see at night when there are no clouds.

 



		Chapter 4: Activity 4



Familiar Topics

Focus  skill: To write at least 4 sentences on very familiar topics in their experience.

 

Method: The students write about the given topics.

Exercise 4 

Here are some topics. Write at least 4 sentences on each one.

 

1. My family

2. My mother

3. My father

4. My house

5. My school

6. My best friend

7. My favourite food

8. My favourite sport

9. My favourite pop group

10. My favourite teacher

11. My favourite game

12. My favourite animal

13. My pet

14. My classroom

15. About me

 

