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​COLREGs Information

The International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs) are a set of rules established by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to govern the conduct of vessels at sea and prevent collisions. These regulations are universally adopted and apply to all vessels on the high seas and in all waters connected therewith navigable by seagoing vessels.
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​Purpose of COLREGs
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The primary purpose of COLREGs is to enhance maritime safety by providing clear and unambiguous rules for navigation, lighting, and sound signals. By adhering to these regulations, mariners can anticipate the actions of other vessels and take appropriate measures to avoid collisions.
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​Key Sections of COLREGs
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COLREGs are divided into several parts, each addressing specific aspects of maritime navigation.

​Part A: General

This part covers general provisions, definitions, and the application of the rules. It emphasizes that the rules apply in all weathers and to all vessels.

​Part B: Steering and Sailing Rules

This is a crucial section that outlines the actions vessels must take to avoid collisions. It includes:


●  Rule 4: Application: Specifies that these rules apply in any condition of visibility.

●  Rule 5: Look-out: Requires every vessel to at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

●  Rule 6: Safe Speed: Mandates that every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

●  Rule 7: Risk of Collision: Details how to determine if a risk of collision exists, emphasizing the use of all available means appropriate to the prevailing circumstances.

●  Rule 8: Action to Avoid Collision: Provides guidance on the actions to be taken to avoid collision, such as making alterations to course and/or speed.

●  Rule 9: Narrow Channels: Special rules for navigating in narrow channels.

●  Rule 10: Traffic Separation Schemes: Rules for vessels operating in traffic separation schemes.


​Part C: Lights and Shapes

This section details the types and positions of lights and shapes that vessels must display to indicate their status, such as power-driven vessel, sailing vessel, vessel engaged in fishing, or vessel at anchor.

​Part D: Sound and Light Signals

This part specifies the sound signals to be used in various situations, particularly in restricted visibility, and also covers light signals for communication.

​Part E: Exemptions

This section provides for certain exemptions for vessels constructed before the coming into force of these Regulations.
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​Importance of Compliance
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Strict compliance with COLREGs is essential for safe navigation and preventing maritime accidents. Violations of these rules can lead to serious consequences, including collisions, environmental damage, and loss of life. Mariners are required to have a thorough understanding of these regulations and to apply them diligently in all navigational situations.
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AI summary 2025

This document is the Ai edition of the "Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972" (COLREGS), published in 2025. It is an animated and illustrated explanation by Alan Phillips,  the text is from the official 2018 consolidated edition.

The document outlines rules for preventing collisions at sea, divided into several parts:


●  PART A - GENERAL (Rules 1-3): Covers the application of the rules, responsibility, and general definitions of terms like 'vessel', 'power-driven vessel', 'sailing vessel', 'vessel engaged in fishing', 'vessel not under command', 'vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre', 'vessel constrained by her draught', and 'underway'.

●  PART B - STEERING AND SAILING RULES (Rules 4-19): Details conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility (look-out, safe speed, risk of collision, action to avoid collision, narrow channels, traffic separation schemes) and conduct of vessels in sight of one another (sailing vessels, overtaking, head-on situation, crossing situation, action by give-way vessel, action by stand-on vessel, responsibilities between vessels). It also includes rules for conduct in restricted visibility.

●  PART C - LIGHTS AND SHAPES (Rules 20-31): Specifies the application of lights and shapes, definitions of various lights (masthead, sidelights, sternlight, towing, all-round, flashing), visibility ranges for different vessel lengths, and the lights and shapes to be exhibited by power-driven vessels underway, vessels towing and pushing, sailing vessels, vessels under oars, fishing vessels, vessels not under command or restricted in their ability to manoeuvre, vessels constrained by their draught, pilot vessels, anchored vessels and vessels aground, and seaplanes.

●  PART D - SOUND AND LIGHT SIGNALS (Rules 32-37): Defines whistle blasts, outlines equipment for sound signals, and details maneuvering and warning signals, sound signals in restricted visibility, signals to attract attention, and distress signals.

●  PART E - EXEMPTIONS (Rule 38): Provides exemptions for vessels built before the entry into force of these regulations, particularly concerning light installations, repositioning of lights, and sound signal appliances.


The document also includes links to YouTube videos for "THE RIGHT OF WAY MISTAKE" and "CROSSING MEETING OVERTAKING," and links to IMO resolutions related to amendments to certain rules. A highlighted section from Rule 2 emphasizes that nothing in the rules exonerates a vessel or its crew from the consequences of neglecting to comply with the rules or neglecting ordinary seamanship precautions.
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THE RIGHT OF WAY MISTAKE VIDEO
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​PART A - GENERAL 

​

​Rule 1
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Application



(a) These Rules shall apply to all vessels upon the high seas and in all waters connected therewith navigable by seagoing vessels.

(b) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of special rules made by an appropriate authority for roadsteads, harbours, rivers, lakes or inland waterways connected with the high seas and navigable by seagoing vessels. Such special rules shall conform as closely as possible to these Rules.

(c) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of any special rules made by the Government of any State with respect to additional station or signal lights, shapes or whistle signals for ships of war and vessels proceeding under convoy, or with respect to additional station or signal lights or shapes for fishing vessels engaged in fishing as a fleet. These additional station or signal lights, shapes or whistle signals shall, so far as possible, be such that they cannot be mistaken for any light, shapes or signal authorized elsewhere under these Rules.

(d) Traffic separation schemes may be adopted by the Organization for the purpose of these Rules.

(e) Whenever the Government concerned shall have determined that a vessel of special construction or purpose cannot comply fully with the provisions of any of these Rules with respect to the number, position, range or arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and characteristics of sound-signalling appliances, such vessel shall comply with such other provisions in regard to the number, position, range or arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and characteristics of sound-signalling appliances, as her Government shall have determined to be the closest possible compliance with these Rules in respect to that vessel. MSC/Circ.1144


●  Paragraph (b) states that these international rules do not override special local rules. This means that authorities in specific areas like harbors, rivers, lakes, or inland waterways can create their own rules for vessel navigation. However, these local rules should be as consistent as possible with the international COLREGS. This ensures that while local conditions can be addressed, the overarching principles of collision avoidance remain similar.

●  Paragraph (c) clarifies that national governments can make special rules for certain types of vessels or situations, particularly regarding lights, shapes, or whistle signals. This applies to military vessels (ships of war) and vessels traveling in a convoy, as well as fishing vessels operating as a fleet. The crucial caveat is that any such additional signals should be designed so they cannot be confused with the standard lights, shapes, or signals authorized by the main COLREGS. This maintains clarity and avoids dangerous misinterpretations.

●  Ai






Rule 2




Responsibility



(a) Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, master or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect to comply with these Rules or of the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the case.

(b) In construing and complying with these Rules due regard shall be had to all dangers of navigation and collision and to any special circumstances, including the limitations of the vessels involved, which may make a departure from these Rules necessary to avoid immediate danger.

Rule 2 of the COLREGS (Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972) emphasizes that no vessel, its owner, master, or crew is excused from the consequences of failing to follow these rules, or from neglecting common seamanship practices or special circumstances.

In essence, it means that even if a specific rule isn't perfectly clear or directly applicable to a unique situation, maritime professionals are still expected to use good judgment and take all necessary precautions to prevent collisions. This ensures that safety remains paramount on the seas, regardless of precise rule application.
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Rule 3


General Definitions



(A amended paragraph (a) and a new paragraph (m) shall enter into force on 29 November 2003, as amended by Resolution A.919(22))


For the purpose of these Rules, except where the context otherwise requires:




(a) The word 'vessel includes every description of water craft, including non-displacement craft, WIG craft and seaplanes, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water'.




(b) The term 'power-driven vessel' means any vessel propelled by machinery.




(c) The term 'sailing vessel' means any vessel under sail provided that propelling machinery, if fitted, is not being used.




(d) The term 'vessel engaged in fishing' means any vessel fishing with nets, lines, trawls or other fishing apparatus which
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