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    Here Babylon looms as a city built of sun‑baked brick and inherited memory, where the stubborn material of walls and canals contends with the shifting tales that seek to explain them, and George Rawlinson guides readers through that contest between what can be measured and what must be interpreted, tracing how a metropolis famous for power, artistry, and ritual becomes both a concrete place in the Mesopotamian plain and a symbol that later ages remake, so that the excavation of streets and the sifting of texts together reveal not only a vanished capital but the enduring human desire to order the past.

Babylon (Illustrated) is a work of historical nonfiction by George Rawlinson, a nineteenth‑century British historian known for studies of the ancient Near East, and it addresses the city of Babylon as a real landscape in southern Mesopotamia and as an idea transmitted through sources. Composed in the milieu of Victorian scholarship, it reflects a period when cuneiform inscriptions and archaeological reports were rapidly expanding what Europeans knew about early empires. The illustrated presentation, drawn from period images, accompanies a narrative that situates monuments, rulers, and institutions within geography and chronology while maintaining the sober, research‑driven purpose of a learned survey.

Readers encounter a synthesis that moves between panoramic description and careful differentiation of evidence, as Rawlinson weighs classical testimonies against then‑recent readings of inscriptions and reports from excavated sites. The voice is formal, lucid, and methodical, favoring clear exposition over speculation and pausing to define terms or to distinguish legend from plausible reconstruction. The tone remains steady and judicious, even when the subject invites awe, and the illustrations serve to anchor abstractions in recognizable forms. The result is a study that reads as both a narrative of a city’s career and a compendium of data arranged to sustain reasoned understanding.

At the heart of the book are themes that will feel timely and perennial: how empires consolidate authority through building programs and ritual display; how trade, waterways, and administration knit a metropolis to a wider world; how religious practice leaves its imprint on streets, shrines, and calendar; and how myths accrue around greatness and decline. The argument proceeds by testing stories against material traces, showing the reciprocal pressures of text and terrain. In tracing Babylon’s fortunes across periods, the study underscores the cycles by which cities expand, transform, and are remembered, and it asks readers to weigh memory against measurable fact.

For contemporary readers, this volume remains instructive as both window and mirror: a window onto the lived realities of an ancient urban power, and a mirror reflecting the methods and assumptions of nineteenth‑century scholarship. Its attention to infrastructure, governance, and cultural exchange resonates with current debates about cities, migration, and the stewardship of heritage. Equally important is its example of assembling a coherent past from disparate testimonies, a skill transferrable to evaluating information today. By presenting Babylon as a nexus of environment, technology, belief, and imperial ambition, the book models patient historical reasoning that complements and can be tested against newer research.

The illustrations invite a slow, attentive reading, encouraging you to correlate textual claims with visual cues of terrain, architecture, and artifact. Many sections reward pausing to consult maps or to note how the argument distinguishes what is securely attested from what is inferred, a distinction the prose marks with care. The pace is purposeful rather than hurried, and the cumulative effect is clarifying. Approached with awareness of its era’s language and priorities, the book becomes a productive conversation partner: it offers the best knowledge available to its time while leaving space for readers to bring questions shaped by subsequent discoveries.

To begin this study is to enter a carefully plotted encounter with one of antiquity’s most consequential cities, guided by an author who balances restraint with curiosity and lets evidence carry the argument. The illustrated format deepens that encounter by giving face and contour to names that often live only in lists. What emerges is not a final word but a firm foundation, an orientation to place and problem that prepares readers to explore further. In tracing Babylon’s outlines across time and testimony, Rawlinson offers a disciplined invitation to imagine responsibly, to see the past clearly enough to think forward.
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    George Rawlinson’s BABYLON (Illustrated) presents a compact historical and cultural portrait of the ancient Mesopotamian metropolis as understood in nineteenth-century scholarship. Drawing on classical authors, biblical references, and the then newly accessible cuneiform record, Rawlinson organizes a survey that blends political narrative with description of monuments, beliefs, and daily life. The “illustrated” format supports this synthesis, using images to contextualize topography, architecture, and artifacts. Throughout, Rawlinson foregrounds questions of evidence and interpretation, comparing testimonies and weighing their reliability. The result is a guided tour of Babylon’s rise, character, and afterlife in historical memory rather than a narrowly technical monograph.

Opening chapters situate Babylon within the alluvial landscape of the Euphrates plain, emphasizing how river management, irrigation, and canal systems enabled dense settlement and agricultural surplus. Rawlinson traces traditions of early occupation and competing accounts of origins, addressing the formation of a Babylonian identity from older Sumerian and Akkadian inheritances. He explains how geography shaped urban planning, communication, and defense, while noting the limits of data for the earliest periods. The discussion introduces the main sources—Greek historians, Mesopotamian inscriptions, and antiquarian reports—and sets expectations for a narrative that must reconcile fragmentary texts with material traces and retrospective chronicles.

The political history proceeds in broad phases: an early consolidation under native dynasts, interludes of foreign dominance, and a late resurgence that restored Babylon’s independence and grandeur. Rawlinson marks turning points through rulers who expanded territory, reorganized administration, and invested in monumental building. The city’s fortunes are placed within a regional contest among Mesopotamian powers, with shifting alliances and tributary arrangements. Particular attention is given to the renaissance under a vigorous royal house that made Babylon a preeminent capital, embodying both military strength and architectural ambition. Diplomatic, commercial, and religious considerations are treated as intertwined drivers of imperial durability.

A substantial portion describes the cityscape as preserved in texts and ruins: circuit walls, riverine infrastructure, planned streets, palaces, and the great temple complex devoted to the city’s chief deity. Rawlinson examines classical portrayals of colossal fortifications and public works, comparing them with archaeological observations available in his time. He discusses the ziggurat as a distinctive sacred mountain and weighs celebrated features whose historicity was debated, presenting the evidence without insisting on definitive conclusions. The illustrations underscore scale and layout, helping readers visualize how sacred and royal precincts anchored civic life and symbolized political authority.

Religious life and learned culture receive sustained analysis. Rawlinson surveys the pantheon—headed by the city god—alongside priestly hierarchies, ritual calendars, and festival processions that reaffirmed kingship and cosmic order. He outlines the cuneiform tradition, scribal training, and the dual legacy of astronomy and astrology, showing how observation, divination, and mathematics were institutionally linked. Legal and economic habits emerge through references to contracts, property, and social ranks, while domestic arts, dress, and crafts illustrate a sophisticated urban economy. The treatment balances cultural breadth with cautious inference, acknowledging where texts illuminate practice and where they remain silent.

Later chapters narrate Babylon’s loss of autonomy and incorporation into larger empires, stressing both continuity and change under new regimes. Rawlinson recounts how the city’s prestige endured even as political control shifted, with administrators repurposing palaces and temples to legitimize authority. Subsequent periods saw administrative centrality wane and urban fabric decline, yet Babylon persisted as a reference point in classical literature and regional memory. The account juxtaposes conquest narratives and administrative records, highlighting discrepancies in tone and emphasis while refraining from speculative reconstruction where sources diverge or remain incomplete.

The work concludes by assessing Babylon’s historical resonance: a capital that crystallized Mesopotamian urbanism, imperial governance, and religious imagination. Rawlinson’s synthesis, informed by the epigraphic breakthroughs of his era and tempered by comparative reading of ancient authors, offers a foundational portrait that later archaeology would refine. The illustrated presentation reinforces the argument that material culture is indispensable to understanding textual traditions. Without pressing final judgments where evidence is contested, the book encourages continued inquiry into how cities concentrate power, belief, and knowledge—an enduring frame through which Babylon’s legacy can be appreciated.
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    George Rawlinson (1812–1902), Camden Professor of Ancient History at Oxford, wrote accessible syntheses of the ancient Near East during the high tide of Victorian Oriental scholarship. His Babylon (Illustrated) belongs to a period when cuneiform decipherment had newly opened Mesopotamian history to European readers. Institutions that shaped this work included the British Museum, the Royal Asiatic Society, and periodicals that popularized discoveries. Rawlinson’s scholarship stood alongside, and was informed by, the philological breakthroughs of his brother Sir Henry Rawlinson and colleagues. The illustrated format reflected an age keen to visualize antiquity through engravings, maps, and monument facsimiles drawn from museum collections.

Babylon occupied the alluvial plain of southern Mesopotamia, near present-day Hillah in Iraq, along the Euphrates River. It rose from Sumerian and Akkadian precedents, adopting cuneiform writing and an urban economy organized through temples, palaces, and canal works. The city’s chief cult centered on Marduk, whose temple complex Esagila adjoined the ziggurat Etemenanki. Scribal schools, merchant houses, and craft workshops linked civic life to wider trade networks across the Near East. These institutions, preserved in clay archives, provided the administrative and religious framework that George Rawlinson described, drawing on both classical testimonies and inscriptions that had only recently become legible.

The Old Babylonian dynasty (c. 1894–1595 BCE) culminated in Hammurabi, famed for a law stele that codified procedures and penalties and for consolidating central authority over rival cities. Diplomatic tablets from Mari and other sites attest to Babylon’s regional reach in this era. The Hittite raid under Mursili I around 1595 BCE ended the dynasty, after which Kassite rulers governed for centuries, stabilizing the realm, honoring Marduk, and issuing kudurru boundary stones. Rawlinson emphasized these legal, religious, and administrative continuities, which Victorian readers associated with the origins of ordered government and the transmission of written law.

In the first millennium BCE, Babylon alternated between autonomy and subordination to Assyria. Kings such as Tiglath-pileser III, Sargon II, and Sennacherib intervened repeatedly; Sennacherib famously destroyed Babylon in 689 BCE, an act reversed by his successor Esarhaddon, who rebuilt the city. Later, Ashurbanipal’s campaigns again embroiled Babylonia. These episodes are richly documented in Assyrian annals and palace reliefs excavated by Austen Henry Layard and Hormuzd Rassam at Nineveh and other sites. Rawlinson relied heavily on these sources, which framed Babylon within a wider imperial system and supplied visual materials for the illustrated presentation.

The Neo-Babylonian period (626–539 BCE) restored Babylonian rule under Nabopolassar and his son Nebuchadnezzar II. Nebuchadnezzar expanded westward, defeating Judah and deporting elites in 597 and 587/586 BCE, events central to biblical memory. He also transformed Babylon’s urban fabric: the Processional Way, Ishtar Gate with glazed bricks, and massive fortifications attested by later archaeologists and classical authors. Astronomical diaries, economic archives, and royal inscriptions from this era depict a prosperous capital centered on Marduk’s cult. Rawlinson synthesized these strands to present Babylon as both an imperial metropolis and a touchstone for readers familiar with classical and scriptural traditions.

In 539 BCE Cyrus the Great of Persia took Babylon, an event memorialized in the Cyrus Cylinder and corroborated by the Nabonidus Chronicle. Under Achaemenid rule the city remained an administrative and religious center; Alexander the Great died there in 323 BCE. Seleucid rulers later shifted political gravity to Seleucia-on-the-Tigris, hastening Babylon’s decline, though scholarly and temple activities persisted for centuries. Parthian and Sasanian periods layered new regimes over the ruins, and medieval travelers described the site’s remains. Rawlinson charted this long arc to show how imperial restructurings and shifting trade routes reshaped Mesopotamian urban life.

The nineteenth-century recovery of Mesopotamian history supplied Rawlinson’s evidentiary base. Sir Henry Rawlinson’s work on the trilingual Behistun Inscription, alongside contributions by Edward Hincks and Jules Oppert, made Akkadian texts readable in the 1840s–1850s. Excavations by Austen Henry Layard and Hormuzd Rassam revealed palaces and libraries, culminating in George Smith’s 1872 announcement of a flood narrative from Gilgamesh tablets. The British Museum became a center for study and popular display. While Robert Koldewey’s systematic excavation of Babylon began in 1899, earlier travelers’ plans and inscriptions chiefly informed George Rawlinson’s accounts and the illustrative material available to him.

Babylon (Illustrated) reflects Victorian historiography that sought to integrate newly deciphered Near Eastern records with classical narratives (Herodotus, Berossus) and the Bible. Rawlinson’s framing typically emphasized monarchy, priesthood, and imperial conflict, reading moral lessons about despotism, luxury, and piety from ancient sources, a posture common in nineteenth-century British scholarship. By pairing text with images, he answered a public appetite for tangible links between scripture, classical learning, and archaeology. The work thus both disseminated Assyriological knowledge and mirrored its era’s confessional and imperial horizons, while advancing a source-based, comparative method that helped establish ancient Mesopotamia within general historical study.
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“Behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great; the tree grew and was strong: and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth.”—Dan. iy. 10, 11.



The limits of Babylonia Proper, the tract in which the dominant power of the Fourth Monarchy[1] had its abode, being almost identical with those which have been already described under the head of Chaldaea, will not require in this place to be treated afresh, at any length. It needs only to remind the reader that Babylonia Proper is that alluvial tract towards the mouth of the two great rivers of Western Asia—the Tigris and the Euphrates—which intervenes between the Arabian Desert on the one side, and the more eastern of the two streams on the other. Across the Tigris the country is no longer Babylonia, but Cissia[2], or Susiana—a distinct region, known to the Jews as Elam—the habitat of a distinct people. Babylonia lies westward of the Tigris, and consists of two vast plains or flats, one situated between the two rivers, and thus forming the lower portion of the “Mesopotamia” of the Greeks and Romans—the other interposed between the Euphrates and Arabia, a long but narrow strip along the right bank of that abounding river. The former of these two districts is shaped like an ancient amphora, the mouth extending from Hit to Samarah, the neck lying between Baghdad and Ctesiphon on the Tigris, Mohammed and Mosaib on the Euphrates, the full expansion of the body occurring between Serut and El Khithr, and the pointed base reaching down to Kornah at the junction of the two streams. This tract, the main region of the ancient Babylonia, is about 320 miles long, and from 20 to 100 broad. It may be estimated to contain about 18,000 square miles. The tract west of the Euphrates is smaller than this. Its length, in the time of the Babylonian Empire, may be regarded as about 350 miles, its average width is from 25 to 30 miles, which would give an area of about 9000 square miles. Thus the Babylonia of Nabopolassar[3] and Nebuchadnezzar may be regarded as covering a space of 27,000 square miles—a space a little exceeding the area of the Low countries.

The small province included within these limits—smaller than Scotland or Ireland, or Portugal or Bavaria—became suddenly, in the latter half of the seventh century B.C., the mistress of an extensive empire. On the fall of Assyria, about B.C. 625, or a little later, Media and Babylonia, as already observed, divided between them her extensive territory. It is with the acquisitions thus made that we have now to deal. We have to inquire what portion exactly of the previous dominions of Assyria fell to the lot of the adventurous Nabopolassar, when Nineveh ceased to be—what was the extent of the territory which was ruled from Babylon in the latter portion of the seventh and the earlier portion of the sixth century before our era?

Now the evidence which we possess on this point is threefold. It consists of certain notices in the Hebrew Scriptures, contemporary records of first-rate historical value; of an account which strangely mingles truth with fable in one of the books of the Apocrypha; and of a passage of Berosus[4] preserved by Josephus in his work against Apion. The Scriptural notices are contained in Jeremiah, in Daniel, and in the books of Kings and Chronicles. From these sources we learn that the Babylonian Empire of this time embraced on the one hand the important country of Susiana or Elymais (Elam), while on the other it ran up the Euphrates at least as high as Carchemish, from thence extending westward to the Mediterranean, and southward to, or rather perhaps into, Egypt. The Apocryphal book of Judith[5] enlarges these limits in every direction. That the Nabuchodonosor of that work is a reminiscence of the real Nebuchadnezzar there can be no doubt. The territories of that monarch are made to extend eastward, beyond Susiana, into Persia; northward to Nineveh; westward to Cilicia in Asia Minor; and southward to the very borders of Ethiopia. Among the countries under his sway are enumerated Elam, Persia, Assyria, Cilicia, Coele-Syria[6], Syria of Damascus, Phoenicia, Galilee, Gilead, Bashan, Judsea, Philistia, Goshen, and Egypt generally. The passage of Berosus is of a more partial character. It has no bearing on the general question of the extent of the Babylonian Empire, but, incidentally, it confirms the statements of our other authorities as to the influence of Babylon in the West. It tells us that Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, and Egypt, were subject to Nabopolassar, and that Nebuchadnezzar ruled, not only over these countries, but also over some portion of Arabia.

From these statements, which, on the whole, are tolerably accordant, we may gather that the great Babylonian Empire of the seventh century B.C. inherited from Assyria all the southern and western portion of her territory, while the more northern and eastern provinces fell to the share of Media. Setting aside the statement of the book of Judith (wholly unconfirmed as it is by any other authority), that Persia was at this time subject to Babylon, we may regard as the most eastern portion of the Empire the district of Susiana, which corresponded nearly with the modern Khuzistan and Luristan. This acquisition advanced the eastern frontier of the Empire from the Tigris to the Bakhtiyari Mountains, a distance of 100 or 120 miles. It gave to Babylon an extensive tract of very productive territory, and an excellent strategic boundary. Khuzistan is one of the most valuable provinces of modern Persia. It consists of a broad tract of fertile alluvium, intervening between the Tigris and the mountains, well watered by numerous large streams, which are capable of giving an abundant irrigation to the whole of the low region. Above this is Luristan, a still more pleasant district, composed of alternate mountain, valley, and upland plain, abounding in beautiful glens, richly wooded, and full of gushing brooks and clear rapid rivers. Much of this region is of course uncultivable mountain, range succeeding range, in six or eight parallel lines, as the traveller advances to the north-east; and most of the ranges exhibiting vast tracts of bare and often precipitous rock, in the clefts of which snow rests till midsummer. Still the lower flanks of the mountains are in general cultivable, while the valleys teem with orchards and gardens, and the plains furnish excellent pasture. The region closely resembles Zagros, of which it is a continuation. As we follow it, however, towards the south-east into the Bakhtiyari country, where it adjoins upon the ancient Persia, it deteriorates in character; the mountains becoming barer and more arid, and the valleys narrower and less fertile.

All the other acquisitions of Babylonia at this period lay towards the west. They consisted of the Euphrates valley, above Hit; of Mesopotamia Proper, or the country about the two streams of the Bilik and the Khabour; of Syria, Phoenicia, Palestine, Idumasa, Northern Arabia, and part of Egypt. The Euphrates valley from Hit to Balis is a tract of no great value, except as a line of communication. The Mesopotamian Desert presses it closely upon the one side, and the Arabian upon the other. The river flows mostly in a deep bed between cliffs of marl, gypsum, and limestone, or else between bare hills producing only a few dry sapless shrubs and a coarse grass; and there are but rare places where, except by great efforts, the water can be raised so as to irrigate, to any extent, the land along either bank. The course of the stream is fringed by date-palms as high as Anah, and above is dotted occasionally with willows, poplars, sumacs, and the unfruitful palm-tree. Cultivation is possible in places along both banks, and the undulating country on either side affords patches of good pasture. The land improves as we ascend[1q]. Above the junction of the Khabour with the main stream, the left bank is mostly cultivable. Much of the land is flat and well-wooded, while often there are broad stretches of open ground, well adapted for pasturage. A considerable population seems in ancient times to have peopled the valley, which did not depend wholly or even mainly on its own products, but was enriched by the important traffic which was always passing up and down the great river.

Mesopotamia Proper, or the tract extending from the head streams of the Khabour about Mardin and Nisibin to the Euphrates at Bir, and thence southwards to Karkesiyeh or Circesium, is not certainly known to have belonged to the kingdom of Babylon, but may be assigned to it on grounds of probability. Divided by a desert or by high mountains from the valley of the Tigris, and attached by means of its streams to that of the Euphrates, it almost necessarily falls to that power which holds the Euphrates under its dominion. The tract is one of considerable extent and importance. Bounded on the north by the range of hills which Strabo calls Mons Masius, and on the east by the waterless upland which lies directly west of the middle Tigris, it comprises within it all the numerous affluents of the Khabour and Bilik, and is thus better supplied with water than almost any country in these regions. The borders of the streams afford the richest pasture, and the whole tract along the flank of Masius is fairly fertile. Towards the west, the tract between the Khabour and the Bilik, which is diversified by the Abd-el-Aziz hills, is a land of fountains. “Such,” says Ibn Haukal, “are not to be found elsewhere in all the land of the Moslems, for there are more than three hundred pure running brooks.” Irrigation is quite possible in this region; and many remains of ancient watercourses show that large tracts, at some distance from the main streams, were formerly brought under cultivation.

Opposite to Mesopotamia Proper, on the west or right bank of the Euphrates, lay Northern Syria, with its important fortress of Carchemish, which was undoubtedly included in the Empire. This tract is not one of much value. Towards the north it is mountainous, consisting of spurs from Amanus and Taurus, which gradually subside into the desert a little to the south of Aleppo. The bare, round-backed, chalky or rocky ranges, which here continually succeed one another, are divided only by narrow tortuous valleys, which run chiefly towards the Euphrates or the lake of Antioch. This mountain tract is succeeded by a region of extensive plains, separated from each other by low hills, both equally desolate. The soil is shallow and stony; the streams are few and of little volume; irrigation is thus difficult, and, except where it can be applied, the crops are scanty. The pistachio-nut grows wild in places; Vines and olives are cultivated with some success; and some grain is raised by the inhabitants; but the country has few natural advantages, and it has always depended more upon its possession of a carrying trade than on its home products for prosperity.

West and south-west of this region, between it and the Mediterranean, and extending southwards from Mount Amanus to the latitude of Tyre, lies Syria Proper, the Coele-Syria of many writers, a long but comparatively narrow tract of great fertility and value. Here two parallel ranges of mountains intervene between the coast and the desert, prolific parents of a numerous progeny of small streams. First, along the line of the coast, is the range known as Libanusin the south, from lat. 33° 20’ to lat. 34° 40’, and as Bargylus in the north, from lat. 34° 45’ to the Orontes at Antioch, a range of great beauty, richly wooded in places, and abounding in deep glens, foaming brooks, and precipices of a fantastic form.More inland is Antilibanus, culminating towards the south in Hermon, and prolonged northward in the Jebel Shashabu, Jebel Biha, and Jebel-el-Ala, which extends from near Hems to the latitude of Aleppo. More striking than even Lebanon at its lower extremity, where Hermon lifts a snowy peak into the air during most of the year, it is on the whole inferior in beauty to the coast range, being bleaker, more stony, and less broken up by dells and valleys towards the south, and tamer, barer, and less well supplied with streams in its more northern portion. Between the two parallel ranges lies the “Hollow Syria,” a long and broadish valley, watered by the two streams of the Orontes and the “Litany” which, rising at no great distance from one another, flow in opposite directions, one hurrying northwards nearly to the flanks of Amanus, the other southwards to the hills of Galilee. Few places in the world are more, remarkable, or have a more stirring history, than this wonderful vale[2q]. Extending for above two hundred miles from north to south, almost in a direct line, and without further break than an occasional screen of low hills, it furnishes the most convenient line of passage between Asia and Africa, alike for the journeys of merchants and for the march of armies. Along this line passed Thothines and Barneses, Sargon, and Sennacherib, Neco and Nebuchadnezzar, Alexander and his warlike successors, Pompey, Antony, Kaled, Godfrey of Bouillon; along this must pass every great army which, starting from the general seats of power in Western Asia, seeks conquests in Africa, or which, proceeding from Africa, aims at the acquisition of an Asiatic dominion. Few richer tracts are to be found even in these most favored portions of the earth’s surface. Towards the south the famous El-Bukaa[7] is a land of cornfields and vineyards, watered by numerous small streams which fall into the Litany. Towards the north El-Ghab is even more splendidly fertile, with a dark rich soil, luxuriant vegetation, and water in the utmost abundance, though at present it is cultivated only in patches immediately about the towns, from fear of the Nusairiyeh and the Bedouins.
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Parallel with the southern part of the Coele-Syrian valley, to the west and to the east, were two small but important tracts, usually regarded as distinct states. Westward, between the heights of Lebanon and the sea, and extending somewhat beyond Lebanon, both up and down the coast, was Phoenicia, a narrow strip of territory lying along the shore, in length from 150 to 180 miles, and in breadth varying from one mile to twenty. This tract consisted of a mere belt of sandy land along the sea, where the smiling palm-groves grew from which the country derived its name, of a broader upland region along the flank of the hills, which was cultivated in grain, and of the higher slopes of the mountains which furnished excellent timber. Small harbors, sheltered by rocky projections, were frequent along the coast. Wood cut in Lebanon was readily floated down the many streams to the shore, and then conveyed by sea to the ports. A narrow and scanty land made commerce almost a necessity. Here accordingly the first great maritime nation of antiquity grew up. The Phoenician fleets explored the Mediterranean at a time anterior to Homer, and conveyed to the Greeks and the other inhabitants of Europe, and of Northern and Western Africa, the wares of Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt. Industry and enterprise reaped their usual harvest of success; the Phoenicians grew in wealth, and their towns became great and magnificent cities. In the time when the Babylonian Empire came into being, the narrow tract of Phoenicia—smaller than many an English county—was among the most valuable countries of Asia; and its possession was far more to be coveted than that of many a land whose area was ten or twenty times as great.

Eastward of Antilibanus, in the tract between that range and the great Syrian desert, was another very important district—the district which the Jews called “Aram-Dammesek,” and which now forms the chief part of the Pashalik of Damascus. From the eastern flanks of the Antilibanus two great and numerous smaller streams flow down into the Damascene plain, and, carrying with them that strange fertilizing power which water always has in hot climates, convert the arid sterility of the desert into a garden of the most wonderful beauty. The Barada and Awaaj, bursting by narrow gorges from the mountain chain, scatter themselves in numerous channels over the great flat, intermingling their waters, and spreading them out so widely that for a circle of thirty miles the deep verdure of Oriental vegetation replaces the red hue of the Hauran. Walnuts, planes, poplars, cypresses, apricots, orange-trees, citrons, pomegranates, olives, wave above; corn and grass of the most luxuriant growth, below. In the midst of this great mass of foliage the city of Damascus “strikes out the white arms of its streets hither and thither” among the trees, now hid among them, now overtopping them with its domes and minarets, the most beautiful of all those beautiful towns which delight the eye of the artist in the East. In the south-west towers the snow-clad peak of Hermon, visible from every part of the Damascene plain. West, north-west, and north, stretches the long Antilibanus range, bare, gray, and flat-topped, except where about midway in its course, the rounded summit of Jebel Tiniyen breaks the uniformity of the line. Outside the circle of deep verdure, known to the Orientals as El Merj (“the Meadow”), is a setting or framework of partially cultivable land, dotted with clumps of trees and groves, which extend for many miles over the plain. To the Damascus country must also be reckoned those many charming valleys of Hermon and Antilibanus which open out into it, sending their waters to increase its beauty and luxuriance, the most remarkable of which are the long ravine of the Barada, and the romantic Wady Halbon, whose vines produced the famous beverage which Damascus anciently supplied at once to the Tyrian merchant-princes and to the voluptuous Persian kings.

Below the Coelo-Syrian valley, towards the south, came Palestine, the Land of Lands to the Christian, the country which even the philosopher must acknowledge to have had a greater influence on the world’s history than any other tract which can be brought under a single ethnic designation. Palestine—etymologically the country of the Philistines—was somewhat unfortunately named. Philistine influence may possibly have extended at a very remote period over the whole of it; but in historical times that warlike people did but possess a corner of the tract, less than one tenth of the whole—the low coast region from Jamnia to Gaza. Palestine contained, besides this, the regions of Galilee, Samaria, and Judaea, to the west of the Jordan, and those of Ituraea, Trachonitis, Bashan, and Gilead, east of that river. It was a tract 140 miles long, by from 70 to 100 broad, containing probably about 11,000 square miles. It was thus about equal in size to Belgium, while it was less than Holland or Hanover, and not much larger than the principality of Wales, with which it has been compared by a recent writer.

The great natural division of the country is the Jordan valley. This remarkable depression, commencing on the west flank of Hermon, runs with a course which is almost due south from lat. 33° 25’ to lat. 31° 47’, where it is merged in the Dead Sea, which may be viewed, however, as a continuation of the valley, prolonging it to lat. 31° 8’. This valley is quite unlike any other in the whole world. It is a volcanic rent in the earth’s surface, a broad chasm which has gaped and never closed up. Naturally, it should terminate at Merom, where the level of the Mediterranean is nearly reached. By some wonderful convulsion, or at any rate by some unusual freak of Nature, there is a channel opened out from Merom, which rapidly sinks below the sea level, and allows the stream to flow hastily, down and still down, from Merom to Gennesareth, and from Gennesareth to the Dead Sea, where the depression reaches its lowest point, and the land, rising into a ridge, separates the Jordan valley from the upper end of the Gulf of Akabah. The Jordan valley divides Palestine, strongly and sharply, into two regions[3q]. Its depth, its inaccessibility (for it can only be entered from the highlands on either side down a few steep watercourses), and the difficulty of passing across it (for the Jordan has but few fords), give it a separating power almost equal to that of an arm of the sea. In length above a hundred miles, in width varying from one mile to ten, and averaging some five miles, or perhaps six, it must have been valuable as a territory, possessing, as it does, a rich soil, abundant water, and in its lower portion a tropical climate.

On either side of the deep Jordan cleft lies a highland of moderate elevation, on the right that of Galilee, Samaria, and Judsea, on the left that
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