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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      The holiday season often brings with it a time for reflection. In the stillness of winter, when the cold winds blow, we find ourselves looking inward—navigating our memories, emotions, and the paths that have led us to where we stand. This box set, Cold Winds Blow, celebrates the beauty of self-discovery during this time of year, when the quiet outside seems to echo the quiet within.

      Internal Affairs, the first collection in this set, is an intimate exploration of love, life, and loss. Through each poem, you’ll traverse the raw landscape of human emotion. As the snow settles, so do the emotions in these verses, allowing us to embrace every thought and feeling, every joy and sorrow, much like the holiday season encourages us to embrace the complexity of our own hearts.

      The second collection, The Originals, offers a glimpse into a writer’s journey from youth to adulthood, capturing moments of self-discovery through short stories written in Nicholas’s formative years. These stories are unfiltered, offering a window into the writer’s evolving voice—each one a testament to growth, change, and the unraveling of personal identity. Much like the holidays allow us to reconnect with our past, The Originals brings us back to those early moments of raw inspiration, reminding us how far we’ve come.

      Cold Winds Blow is a celebration of embracing the past, present, and future. It’s about finding ourselves amid the quiet of winter, when the cold air invites us to sit still, look within, and rediscover who we truly are.
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      As writers, we embark on a journey of exploration, venturing into the depths of our characters' souls and weaving their stories with our intricate threads of imagination. In this dance between reality and fiction, we realize that our characters are not mere figments of our imagination but extensions of ourselves.

      Just as our characters surprise us with their hidden depths and unexpected complexities, so do the people in our lives. We may think we know someone or even ourselves (especially ourselves), unraveling their every layer, only to be met with new revelations that leave us marveling at the enigma of human nature. In storytelling, we find solace and understanding that even the closest relationships can hold secrets. They can be like a beautifully crafted puzzle, with each missing piece revealing a hidden truth yet to be discovered.

      So, let us embrace the mystery, dear readers, and venture into the vast tapestry of human connections. Just as our characters remain enigmatic beings, forever evolving and growing, remember that the people around us are also on their journeys, ever-changing and transforming.

      With playful curiosity, let us celebrate the captivating unknown, for it is within these mysteries that we find the essence of life itself.
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            1

          

          
            USED

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the darkness of my memory, a story unfolds

        A tale of innocence lost, a soul left cold

        Once a child with eyes so bright and full of dreams

        Now a broken vessel, shattered by life's cruel extremes

      

        

      
        Scars etched upon my skin, a painful reminder

        Of the torment endured, the nights without slumber

        I was just a tender bud, blooming in the sun

        But someone came along and stole my light, one by one

      

        

      
        Used and discarded, like a toy forgotten and broken

        My voice silenced, my spirit stolen, my innocence stolen

        Their hands, once meant for love, became instruments of pain

        Inflicting wounds that would forever leave a stain

      

        

      
        In the shadows, I hid, afraid to let the truth unfold

        Shame weighing me down, my heart heavy with secrets untold

        But now I break free, this silence I refuse to keep

        For I am not defined by the scars that run so deep

      

        

      
        I am a survivor, a warrior in my own right

        Reclaiming my power, embracing my inner light

        No longer a victim, but a force to be reckoned with

        From the ashes, I rise, my spirit refusing to submit

      

        

      
        Through the tears I've shed, I've learned to find my strength

        To channel the pain into something that transcends

        I stand tall, a testament to resilience and grace

        A beacon of hope for others longing to find their place

      

        

      
        To all those who have suffered, who carry the weight of abuse

        Know that you are not alone, your pain is not of no use

        Together we rise, united in our fight

        To bring an end to the darkness and reclaim our right

      

        

      
        No longer used, we are worthy, loved, and strong

        Our voices will echo, our stories will accompany the song

        For in our unity lies the power to heal

        To break the cycle of abuse and make our scars reveal

      

        

      
        So let us stand together, survivors hand in hand

        A symphony of resilience that spreads across the land

        For we are not defined by the pain we have endured

        But by the strength and courage that within us is assured

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            THIEF’S KISS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        With silver tongue and deceitful art

        They stole my kindness, tore my world apart

      

        

      
        Like a shadow in the night, they came

        A beguiling mask to hide their shame

        They saw my compassion, my open heart

        And took advantage, tearing me apart

      

        

      
        They wove their words with a master's skill

        Promised love eternal, a thrill to fulfill

        But behind their eyes, a darkness lay

        A hunger for power, a game to play

      

        

      
        I offered my love, my trust so pure

        Unknowing of the trap I'd endure

        They feigned affection, a false embrace

        While stealing pieces of my soul's grace

      

        

      
        They took my kindness, twisted it askew

        Exploiting my heart, leaving me blue

        Their actions, a betrayal of love's creed

        Leaving me broken, longing to be freed

      

        

      
        Yet, despite the pain, I refuse to fall

        For in my heart, I'll rise above it all

        Their theft of kindness cannot define

        The strength within me, a love so divine

      

        

      
        I'll reclaim my spirit, rebuild anew

        Learn from the thief who once made me blue

        And though scars may linger, love will remain

        A beacon of light that will heal all pain

      

        

      
        For no longer will I let a thief define

        The depth of love or the essence of mine

        My kindness restored, I'll rise and grow

        Stronger than ever, love's seeds I'll sow

      

        

      
        So, beware, dear thief, your time will come

        When karma's grip will leave you undone

        And as I heal, I'll find solace in this

        That love prevails, even amidst the thief's kiss
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            YOU MADE ME NEED YOU

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the embers of my heart's fiery glow

        Once burned a love that now lies in woe

        A tempest unleashed, an anger untamed

        You made me need you, and I stand here, ashamed

      

        

      
        With venomous words, you pierced my soul

        A love turned sour, bitter, and cold

        You turned my world from vibrant to grey

        And now, rage consumes me, day by day

      

        

      
        You made me need you, oh, how I despise

        The way you played with my heart, with your lies

        Like a puppet on strings, I danced, unaware

        While you reveled in the torment and despair

      

        

      
        In the depths of my anger, I find no peace

        Haunted by memories that refuse to cease

        Betrayed and wounded, my spirit cries

        For the love that was lost, for the passion that dies

      

        

      
        Yet, anger fuels a fire within my core

        A burning fury that begs for more

        I'll rise from these ashes, stronger than before

        For this love may be broken, but I shall restore

      

        

      
        No longer will I be ensnared by your charm

        No longer will my heart suffer such harm

        I'll harness this anger, my newfound might

        To forge a path forward, away from your blight

      

        

      
        You made me need you, but I've found my way

        To break free from this anger, this disarray

        With every step forward, I reclaim my power

        My love may be gone, but I'll bloom like a flower

      

        

      
        So, farewell now, love filled with ire

        Your memory fades as my spirit takes higher

        I'll rebuild my world, no longer in need

        For anger may linger, but love shall succeed
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            IF YOU BUT KNEW

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        If you but knew the depth of my affection

        A love so pure, it defies comprehension

        Each heartbeat sings a song of your name

        A symphony of emotions, aflame

      

        

      
        If you but knew the power of your smile

        It lights up my world, mile after mile

        With just a glance, you warm my soul

        Making me feel complete and whole

      

        

      
        If you but knew the beauty of your touch

        It sends shivers down my spine, oh how much

        Your gentle caress, a balm to my heart

        Bringing healing and love, never to depart

      

        

      
        If you but knew the warmth of your embrace

        I find solace, my sanctuary, my safe place

        In your arms, I'm enveloped, secure

        A love so deep, forever enduring, for sure

      

        

      
        If you but knew the joy you bring

        Like a burst of sunlight, the awakening of spring

        Your laughter, like music to my ears

        Filling my days with love, banishing fears

      

        

      
        If you but knew that you're my everything

        The reason why my heart flutters and sings

        I would give you the world, if it were mine

        For your love, I'd cross any boundary, any line

      

        

      
        If you but knew the depth of my devotion

        A love that transcends any notion

        You'd see how truly cherished you are

        The brightest star in my love-filled memoir

      

        

      
        So if you ever doubt the love I hold

        Just look into my eyes, let the truth unfold

        For in them, you'll see a love so true

        If you but knew, if only you knew
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            HIS TEARS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the depths of his soul, a love once soared

        A bond unbreakable, or so he believed

        But shadows began to cast their wicked spells

        And in his heart, a truth lay concealed

      

        

      
        His tears cascaded like a summer's rain

        As he stood at the crossroads, torn and pained

        For in his lover's eyes, he found solace and bliss

        But within himself, a battle raged amiss

      

        

      
        With trembling hands, he clutched their fragile dreams

        Knowing that he must let go, it seems

        For how can one truly love another

        If their own heart lies shattered and uncovered?

      

        

      
        He saw the pain reflected in his gaze

        As he whispered words of bittersweet embrace

        Promises made, broken by his own self-doubt

        He yearned for a love that was fearless and devout

      

        

      
        Stepping away, he turned to face the unknown

        A journey of self-discovery, he must embark alone

        With every tear shed, a weight lifted from his chest

        His love for him remained, but it was time for his own quest

      

        

      
        In solitude, he sought his own reflection

        Learning to love himself with introspection

        For only when he mended his wounded soul

        Could he return and offer love that was whole

      

        

      
        Their paths diverged, as fate whispered its decree

        Yet, memories lingered in whispers of windswept plea

        His tears became a testament to strength and grace

        A sacrifice made, as he embraced his own space

      

        

      
        Oh, the ache in his heart, a bittersweet refrain

        But within the tears, a newfound freedom reigned

        For in letting go, he found the courage to heal

        To love himself fully, and his own heart reveal

      

        

      
        So, his tears became the essence of his rebirth

        A symbol of love's eternal worth

        For sometimes, to love, one must let go

        To find the light of self-love and let it grow

      

        

      
        In the tapestry of his life, he will always be

        An indelible mark upon his heart, you see

        But now, he walks a path paved with self-love's embrace

        His tears a testament to a love beyond time and space
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            MY COLOGNE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the depths of my soul, an ocean blows

        With each breath a memory of love's ebb and flow

        My cologne, an anchor to the past I hold tight

        Its scent so familiar, a beacon in the night

      

        

      
        As the bottle opens, the waves crash in my mind

        Whispers of your presence, so tender and kind

        Hints of salty air, like our walks by the shore

        Reminding me of the love we couldn't ignore

      

        

      
        With every spritz, I'm transported back anew

        To sunsets painted in hues of orange and blue

        The fragrance dances, an ode to love's devotion

        As it intertwines with the scent of the ocean

      

        

      
        The top notes shimmer like sunlight on the sea

        Bergamot and citrus, a reflection of you and me

        Touched by the mist, like your gentle caress

        Awakening the memories I long to possess

      

        

      
        The heart notes bloom like flowers in the sand

        Jasmine and rose, a love story unplanned

        Their delicate petals, like kisses on your skin

        A symphony of passion that forever begins

      

        

      
        And in the base notes, a depth like deep tides

        Amber and cedar, where our love forever resides

        The woody embrace, a reminder of your touch

        An echo of our love, that I miss so much

      

        

      
        My cologne, a vessel for our love's desire

        A fragrance that takes me higher and higher

        Though you're gone, your essence lingers near

        In the scent of the ocean, forever crystal clear

      

        

      
        With each spray, I breathe in our love's tale

        An oceanic journey, where our hearts set sail

        Though the waves may crash, carrying me apart

        Our love remains etched, forever in my heart

      

        

      
        So, my cologne, you bring memories anew

        Of a love that was deep, a love that was true

        One day, another may come and take your place

        But the scent of the ocean will always embrace
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            CHAINS OF LOVE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        Like chains of gold, love binds us tight

        Filling our hearts with sweet delight

        But within its embrace, a darkness lingers

        A longing that stings, like a thousand stingers

      

        

      
        For love can be a double-edged sword

        Granting blissful moments, but also discord

        With every heartbeat, emotions collide

        Creating a tumultuous, breathtaking ride

      

        

      
        Love's sweet whispers dance upon the breeze

        But its thorny tendrils bring us to our knees

        For in its depths, we find vulnerability

        A fragile state of delicate sensibility

      

        

      
        It ignites a fire that consumes our soul

        Leaving us breathless, feeling whole

        Yet as the flames flicker and begin to wane

        Love's absence leaves an ache, an eternal pain

      

        

      
        It tugs at our heartstrings, a constant pull

        An exquisite torture, both beautiful and cruel

        In the depths of anguish, we find growth

        As love's chains tighten, testing our truth

      

        

      
        But through the struggle, we learn to endure

        To tend to love's wounds, to make them pure

        For even though love can bring us strife

        It also holds the power to transform our life

      

        

      
        So let us embrace love's intricate design

        The joy, the torment, both yours and mine

        For within its paradox, we find our grace

        Chains of love that bind us, in every embrace
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            ERASE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the depths of my heart, a love once pure

        Now shrouded in shadows, it's time to endure

        A bittersweet journey, a path I must face

        To find the strength within me, to let go, embrace

      

        

      
        Like ink on parchment, our story was written

        A tale of two souls, forever smitten

        But seasons have changed, and so must I

        For clinging to what's lost will make my heart cry

      

        

      
        With each passing day, I strive to erase

        The memories that haunt me, the warmth in your embrace

        I gather the fragments, piece by delicate piece

        Treasuring the moments that brought me such peace

      

        

      
        I close my eyes and let the wind take flight

        Carrying remnants of love into the endless night

        I release the whispers that once filled the air

        Knowing deep inside, there's a future to repair

      

        

      
        Though tears may fall like summer rain

        I find solace in knowing I'll heal from the pain

        With courage as my guide, I step towards the unknown

        Holding onto lessons, letting my heart be grown

      

        

      
        Like an artist with canvas, I paint a new start

        Embracing the freedom to mend my own heart

        I'll fill the void with self-love, a gentle embrace

        Creating a future where I'll find my own grace

      

        

      
        And as I let go, I hold on to the truth

        That love resides within me, eternal and uncouth

        For love is not confined to one single soul

        But blooms in abundance, making me whole

      

        

      
        So, I'll bid you farewell, my dear love of the past

        With gratitude for the memories that will forever last

        As I write my own story, I'll find love anew

        Erasing the pain, embracing moments with a different hue
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            PAINT OUR SOULS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        In the tapestry of life, a thread must break

        To weave new patterns, the old must forsake

        Embracing change, we find strength to let go

        For it's in the unknown that true wonders glow

      

        

      
        Like a butterfly emerging from its cocoon

        Change paints our souls with colors anew

        With hearts open wide, and minds unafraid

        We dance with uncertainty, undismayed

      

        

      
        For change is the melody that stirs our soul

        It whispers untold stories, making us whole

        In every twist and turn, a chance to grow

        To stretch our wings, and let our spirits flow

      

        

      
        Though fear may beckon, and doubt may arise

        We embrace the unknown, beneath infinite skies

        For it is through change, we discover our might

        Unveiling hidden treasures, once out of sight

      

        

      
        So let us surrender to the rhythm of change

        Allowing the winds of transformation to arrange

        Our destinies, like stars in the night sky

        Guiding us forward, as time passes by

      

        

      
        Embrace the unknown, with courage and grace

        For in accepting change, we find our true place

        And as we unravel the mysteries unseen

        We embrace the beauty of all that life can mean
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