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        Nearly nine turbulent months have passed since Vera and Caleb were kidnapped by Mathew and the three started a pack, and now it’s about to grow again, just in a different way…

      

      

      

      
        
        Vera’s pack has finally settled into their roles, into their work and projects, but with the birth of their babies on the horizon, they need to make sure that everything is taken care of so that they can enjoy some time off and won’t have to worry about going back to work right after.

        That’s the plan anyway… Of course, not everyone agrees with that plan, especially not people from their past.

      

      

      

      
        
        The pack now has to juggle the final weeks of pregnancy, getting the house ready for the little ones and also a looming threat from outside forces, eager to take the pack down at their most vulnerable…

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENT GUIDE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        You can find an explanation of how this Omegaverse world is set up at the end of the book in the Omegaverse Primer or on the series page on my website.

      

      

      

      As this is a dark romance featuring lots of people who (for various reasons) don’t live on the ‘right’ side of the law, a content guide seemed appropriate.

      
        
        If you’re happy to go into this story based on the title, cover and blurb, go ahead, you can totally skip this section. Happy reading!

      

      

      If you’d like to know if something you love or hate might show up in this series, take a look below, this list might grow as the series continues (in which case, I’ll put those topics in italics).

      Not all of these topics will show up from the very first novella, but I’ve added the ones that I know will be present in the series at some point so you’ll have some idea of what to expect later (for good or bad).

      Relationships and sex

      This is a reverse harem or Why Choose series where some in the harem also have relationships with each other and not just Vera. Everyone is focused on Vera, but some do have relationships among each other too.

      Vera is an Omega, her pack will have a male Omega, two male Alphas, a female Alpha and a male Beta.

      The Omegas are heavily involved with each other and the Alphas but the Alphas are only with the Omegas, not with each other.

      

      All the sex in this story is consensual.

      There are some elements (both within the genre and the story) that might in theory muddle this, but it is always consensual.

      Relationship tropes/content

      
        
          	
        ΑΩ, ΩΩ and ΩΩΑ relationships
      

      	
        MF, MM, FF, MMF, FFM and some group scenes
      

      	
        Large age gap
      

      	
        Sex toys
      

      	
        Heats and ruts
      

      	
        Knotting (by all Alphas, see Omegaverse Primer)
      

      	
        breeding kink
      

      	
        Pregnant Omegas (see Omegaverse Primer) and birth
      

      	
        Sex in unusual places
      

      

      

      Other events that happen

      
        
          	
        Very casual attitudes towards acts of violence
      

      	
        Violence
      

      	
        Kidnapping
      

      	
        Murder/death
      

      

      

      Mentioned but not described

      
        
          	
        (Child) Prostitution and trafficking
      

      	
        Abuse
      

      

      

      Things you will NOT find in this series

      
        
          	
        Bullying between any of the love interests
      

      	
        On-page sexual assault (mentions of past events will not be descriptive)
      

      	
        Cheating
      

      	
        Pregnancy related issues (no fear of loss or anything like that)
      

      

      

      

      This is a story about people who don’t live on the ‘right’ side of the law, so… Yeah… That’s the stuff you’ll get.
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            JORGE

          

        

      

    

    
      The sky is stunningly blue and without clouds, even though the temperature is only barely above freezing. The sun reflects on the snow on the ground, and Derrick’s kids are playing in front of the house, all packed up warm, their voices bright and clear. Even up in our bedroom, it’s hard to ignore them.

      In a few years, our kids will be able to join them, all playing together, all having fun. It’ll become even more lively around here, even if it’s not exactly ‘calm’ at the moment anyway.

      I can’t help my smile as I imagine a small Mathew and a small Vera out there, having the time of their lives. All bundled up, faces beaming, laughing happily, as they play in the snow.

      “What are you grinning about?” Mathew slides his arm around my waist, his head on my shoulder, his belly pushing against my side. Then, he notices the kids outside. “Ah, I was wondering why they were being so loud.”

      “Would you like to join them?” I turn to him, kissing his cheek and he eyes me, his dark eyes full of warmth.

      “In this state? No, thanks. We don’t need any accidents.” He runs his hand over his belly, softly smiling.

      Mathew and Vera could give birth at any time now. It’s only a few days until Valentine’s and their calculated due date is on the second of March. So, the two Omegas are trying to keep things as simple and calm as possible, trying to get as close to the due date as they can.

      Then, the kids let out even louder laughter and I watch as Vera and Eli come into view. Vera is sitting on a sled, and Eli is pulling her behind him. The two are also laughing loudly as the kids run over to them.

      “Well, that’s an option too.” Mathew breaks out in a bright smile as he looks at them. “Though, I don’t know if I would fit on one of those, even without a belly like now. I’m pretty sure those are meant for people a lot shorter than me.”

      “I thought you weren’t a fan of snow anyway?” I pull Mathew closer to me, enjoying having him to myself for a couple of moments. Standing here with him in my arms as we watch Vera, Eli and the kids outside, it feels special. Like a scene from a winter drawing, just for us.

      “I like snow.” He grins. “As long as I’m inside, surrounded by warmth and don’t have to go into it. That way, I like snow plenty.”

      I kiss his cheek, not able to resist it when he’s looking so cute. “Sounds good to me. On that note, let’s go downstairs. I’m pretty sure Caleb turned on the fireplace and I heard that Eli made his famous hot chocolate. I’m pretty sure there’s still some in the kitchen.”

      “Oh, I’m not going to say no to that.” Mathew takes my hand and, still smiling, drags me out of the bedroom and to the living room.

      The house smells like winter, from the scent of hot chocolate from the kitchen to the smell of winter clothes drying in the garage and hallway. While we’re nearing the end of the winter season, that doesn’t mean winter is done with us yet. Clearly.

      As Matthew makes himself comfortable on the couch in the living room, on one that’s placed to get the perfect temperature from the fireplace, Riley pops up out of the library, wearing headphones and carrying her laptop.

      She blinks a few times as she looks at us, like her mind is coming from far away, and then glances out of the large glass doors at Vera, Eli and the kids playing outside.

      “I thought I heard something. Apparently, I did.” She stares out the doors for a while longer, before she turns to us, her voice and face more serious now. “Sorry to break this picture book perfect moment, but…” She lets out a long breath and her pheromones fill with unease.

      Seeing her like that, all the joy and cosiness leave me at once. “What is it?”

      “I got contacted for a job. It involves Vera’s old pack.” She comes over and puts her laptop on the dining table.

      “Hubert’s pack?” Mathew sits up, alert now, and tension builds in my body.

      Would they be as bold as that?

      Would they dare to do that, after Mathew killed their old pack leader?

      Sure, they didn’t reach out to Mathew himself, but trying to hire Riley isn’t much different.

      “No, Vera’s parents’ pack.” Riley’s voice is tight.

      What?!

      That makes no sense. Why would her parents’ pack hire Riley?

      They must know that Riley is Vera’s Alpha, right?

      Mathew gets up from the couch —though not easily— and goes over to Riley, and I follow him closely, not comfortable leaving his side. “What’s the job? Did they hire just you, or did they seem to want all of us?”

      “I don’t know exactly.” Riley shows us the message she got.

      It’s vague about what the exact job is, but it seems to be fairly innocuous as far as jobs for Riley or Mathew go. They want her to ‘retrieve’ something, and it seems to be a ‘thing’ and not a person, luckily.

      From the way it’s worded, it seems they want just her. A one person job, apparently.

      Something feels off about the request though. Not the job itself, ‘retrieving’ items —or people— is a pretty common request for Riley or Mathew to get. But a pretty important other element.

      Then it hits me. “How did they get your contact information?”

      “I don’t know. I only saw the message just now. I haven’t looked into it yet.”

      Unlike Mathew, Riley is fairly easy to hire. As long as you have the money and know a person who can give you her contact details, you’re good to go. If you want to hire Mathew, that’s a pretty long and multi-step process, but not with Riley. So, it’s not unusual for her to get requests from random people.

      But these aren’t random people, this is from Vera’s parents’ pack. And they’re not supposed to know about what we do. At least, from what I’ve understood from Vera and Caleb, Vera’s parents’ pack doesn’t know about ‘our world’. They shouldn’t, anyway.

      “Could it be a setup?” Mathew checks the sender information. “That Hubert’s pack is behind this? That they’re only using someone from the other pack as a front?”

      It would make the most sense. As I’m sure they’ve still got a grudge against Mathew and the rest of our pack for what happened to Hubert. Though, he didn’t seem to be very well liked, not even by his own pack…

      Riley nods, deep in thought. “Possibly. His pack seems to have fractured after his death. None of them seem to have had any contact with the Hearts since then, but what things ‘seem’ like and what’s actually happening can be two very different things.”

      She glances to the doors again, where Vera is playing in the snow, her face troubled. “It’s not like we don’t have enough to do already. Like we don’t have enough stress while we’re still keeping an eye on what the Hearts are doing. We don’t need this. Vera especially doesn’t need this.”

      “No, she doesn’t. But here we are.” Mathew sits on one of the chairs, his eyes dark, his body tense. “This isn’t from one of her direct family members, right? Just from someone in that pack?”

      Riley nods.

      That one step of distance does make it seem slightly odd, but that might be more because of how that pack works than for any real nefarious reasons.

      I turn the laptop back to me, reading the message again, double checking the names and the contact information. “So, let’s get this straight. Someone from Vera’s parents’ pack wants to hire specifically Riley, and contacted her on her private contact to set up a meeting.”

      We’ve all got pack contacts and ways to contact us that are connected to Mathew’s organisation —and I’m sure Riley has a contact method through Erika like that too— but they contacted her specifically privately.

      “This means that they had to go out of their way to do this. It would have been much easier to just contact Mathew’s organisation and ask for Riley or message her through one of those channels. The fact that they specifically personally sent this to you is suspicious.”

      And makes me want to shut down any and all contact between them. Because in no way in hell am I going to let Riley get close to those people. I don’t trust them one bit. Not after they never stepped in while Hubert was hunting Vera and Caleb, which they must have known about. That’s just… That’s just inhuman.

      I’m not going to let Riley close to people like that.

      Riley smiles slowly, but it’s without warmth. She seems a lot more in control now. “It does mean that we can track down who gave them the contact information. While plenty of people have this contact, it’s still a limited pool. Especially if we cross-reference with people who also know or work in this area.”

      Mathew looks up, seeming to have made his own connections. “Anyone from the restaurant? I know that they’re dead, but someone connected to them?”

      “Possibly.” Riley starts tapping on things on her laptop, fully focused.

      But, none of that answers a very important question: Why would they try to hire her right now?

      It’s mere weeks from Mathew and Vera giving birth, something that has been pretty well-documented in various magazines and gossip websites and stuff like that. And I’m pretty sure that people from Vera’s parents’ pack are aware of that too.

      Above all, the timing of it feels suspicious.

      “Are you going to accept the meeting?” I don’t want her to. But I’m also not
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