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Introduction




This book introduces readers to the fascinating world of rocks, minerals, and shells.
 It answers questions from “What are rocks and minerals?” and “How did they form?”
 to “Why does the animal inside an oyster shell make a pearl?” The first chapter
 introduces the topic of rocks, minerals, and shells. The next two chapters feature examples
 of both common and unusual rocks and minerals, and the last chapter highlights a selection
 of shells from around the world. Incorporating games and activities, this book teaches
 young children how to identify a wide range of rocks, minerals, and shells.




Chapter One begins the book by explaining
 what makes a rock a rock and a shell a shell.
 Readers learn that most rocks are made
 of one or more minerals, and that most
 seashells are the hard outer skeletons of
 animals called mollusks.

Chapter Two introduces a wide range
 of rocks, from granite to sandstone to slate.
 It looks at how these rocks are formed
 and how they ultimately appear on Earth’s
 surface. A game at the end of this chapter
 features a map showing where some
 magnificent natural rock formations—such
 as El Capitan and Giant’s Causeway—
are found, as well as where some famous
 buildings and statues made from rock
 are located.




Chapter Three explores the vast world
 of minerals. It discusses the properties
 of specific minerals and how they were
 formed, as well as the common uses of
 some minerals. Minerals that become
 vibrant gemstones when polished are also
 included. A fun game wraps up this chapter.

Chapter Four introduces a variety of
 beautiful seashells that young readers might
 find on the beach. It also describes the
 mollusks that live in these shells, including
 univalves, bivalves, and more. It explains
 how these animals eat and move, and
 reveals qualities about some very special
 mollusks, such as the geography cone
 snail, which can swallow an entire fish. This
 chapter ends with a map game featuring
 several of these creatures.
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How to Use This Book




Colorful photographs illustrate each
 spread, supporting the text. Galleries
 showcase the remarkable diversity of
 rocks, minerals, and shells.




Fact boxes give the young reader a quick
 overview of each featured rock or mineral,
 including color, texture, and hardness. Fact
 boxes for shells include color, size, and the
 type of mollusk that lived inside each shell,
 as well as where the shell is usually found.




Interactive questions in each section
 encourage conversation related to the topic.




Pop-up facts sprinkled throughout provide
 added information about the rocks, minerals,
 and shells featured in each section.




The back of the book offers parent tips
 that include fun activities that relate to
 rocks, minerals, and shells, along with a
 helpful glossary.
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CHAPTER 1

Look Down!
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SHELLS AND STONES ON A BEACH IN
 CAPE COD, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A.




Next time you go outdoors, look down. Maybe you can find a smooth
 stone. Or you might see a shiny seashell. In this chapter, you will
 learn what makes a rock a rock and a shell a shell.
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Solid Facts About
 Rocks, Minerals,
 and Shells




From mountains high above to
 pebbles at your feet, rocks are
 everywhere. They can be big or
 small, shiny or dull, smooth or
 rough. Most are hard. But a few are
 soft and can crumble in your hand.

Almost all rocks are made of
 minerals. Minerals are solid
 materials found in nature that are
 not made by plants or animals or
 other living things. Salt and gold
 are both minerals. Some rocks are
 made of only one mineral. Others
 contain many minerals.
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