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Foreword

As I reflect on my upbringing, I recognize that I never had the privilege of stepping into a leadership role in any of my early endeavors. I wasn't a class prefect or a youth leader in church, nor did I lead a choir. Growing up, I often found myself questioning, "What does it truly take to lead? What persona must I don to be seen as a leader?"

Leading was never my ambition, yet a voice within me longed to be heard—a whisper that was often drowned out by my desire to serve others and improve the world around me. Despite my ignorance, leadership quietly beckoned me from day one; I just didn’t see it. I had an innate responsibility to provide and protect my family, a yearning fueled by a mix of childhood curiosity and unacknowledged potential.

It was only a few years after my father left us that I truly began to step into this role. I took on odd jobs to afford my simplest wants, despite my parents’ efforts to provide us with the basics: a roof over our heads, clothes to wear, and food to eat. But I yearned for more. Even as a child, I was determined to break the bonds of poverty.

The experience of my parents’ separation pushed me into a more significant role. The absence of my father meant I had to step up and be a father figure to my younger siblings. My mom did everything she could to shield us from the harshness of our situation, but as life grew increasingly challenging, I felt the weight of responsibility on my shoulders.

A particularly pivotal moment came in 2012, when my mother faced a life-threatening illness. I remember the day we kneeled together to pray in our sitting room, tears streaming down her face as she expressed her fears of not seeing us grow up. She spoke of her love for us and how she wanted to be there for her children. In that moment, my heart echoed her fear. “What would I do without her? Who would take care of my siblings?” 

That’s when I realized leadership isn’t about standing in the limelight; it’s about responding to the call of responsibility. We often question “Why me?” when we are chosen for a task. But instead of pointing fingers or indulging in self-pity, we must look inward and accept our call. 

Despite the struggles, our lives took a turn for the better after my mom received a second chance at life, yet that didn’t guarantee a cure. The pain lingered, and her health fluctuated. 

When she dreamt of our grandfather guiding her to leave our father’s house and return to her roots, it became clear that we needed to follow her instinct. Soon after, with my grandfather’s support, we moved to a new place that became a haven filled with love, care, and warmth—none of which we could have anticipated. Living closer to my grandparents taught me the importance of community, extended family ties, and the shared responsibility we hold for each other’s lives.

I had the privilege of becoming young and brave, learning not only how to lead but also what it means to uplift others. This journey molded the leader within me, as I navigated hardships while still finding joy in the little things—a lesson I carry forward into adulthood.

In “To the Leader in You,” I invite you to explore the power of individual action. It’s easy to feel insignificant in a world that seems overwhelming, but history shows us that even the tiniest voices can bring forth monumental change. Just like the persistent mosquito—small yet irrefutably present—your influence is powerful. 

Remember, it’s not how big you are but how you wield your presence that counts. This book will guide you through the essential qualities of effective leadership, empowering you to take action in your life and community. Whether you aspire to lead within your family, workplace, or neighborhood, the principles you’ll discover here will help unlock the leader within you. Let's embark on this transformative journey together!

Chapter 1: Defining Leadership

A great leader isn’t just someone with a lot of followers; a great leader is someone who inspires others to become leaders themselves.

In my journey exploring leadership, I’ve come to recognize two distinct types of leaders: those who lead by control and those who lead by influence. I’ve experienced both kinds throughout my life, and I’m eager to share my insights about their qualities, roles, and responsibilities.

Let’s start with leading by control. This is the type of leadership where authority is dictated, and compliance is non-negotiable. I grew up under the guidance of my grandfather, a man who exemplified this style of leadership. His presence commanded the room, and everyone around him, including me, felt compelled to follow his rules without question.

Under his roof, strict obedience was the norm. My grandfather had a way of ensuring everyone participated in events they might have preferred to avoid. Whether we liked it or not, he was relentless in pushing his agenda, regardless of our feelings. His leadership style wasn’t always harsh, but it did leave little room for dissent. To challenge his authority was to invite regret.

Through his approach, I learned that dictatorial leadership is about setting rigid instructions, often followed out of fear rather than choice. Dictators thrive on silent praise; to keep the master proud, one must conform to their rules. Yet, that is rarely enough for them. They crave total control and remain unfulfilled, as I discovered while reading "The 48 Laws of Power." One important lesson was, “Do Not Outshine the Master.” In their minds, no one should surpass the one at the top.

Often, dictators refuse to recognize when they are wrong. They only acknowledge faults when circumstances spiral out of control, and even then, it’s usually in silence. Admitting mistakes could be seen as a sign of weakness, which they dread. My grandfather was no exception; he would stick to his decisions even when I could see their flaws, leading me to silently question myself while trying to find my own answers.

One of the significant traits of a leader is the ability to remain composed in chaos. Unlike dictatorial leaders, those who lead by influence inspire others naturally. People are drawn to them not merely because of their position but because of the positive impact they create in the lives of others. This type of leadership fosters unity and camaraderie.

Influential leaders are often driven not by ego, but by a sense of purpose. People admire heroes who have faced struggles and emerged victorious, much like the saying: “A strong warrior carries many scars.” You’ve weathered storms and come out stronger because of them.

Take Andrew Tate, for example. His influence online has inspired countless individuals. People aren’t captivated merely by his status but by the passion behind his message. The Tate brothers illustrate the power of leading through influence rather than coercion; followers willingly align themselves with their vision, feeling an intrinsic need to learn from and support them.

Through my own experiences, I’ve seen how being a visionary leader can spark
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