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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      In the 1870s, the spoon busk was patented.  It was shaped to curve into the waist and widen out into a pear shape at the bottom and gave the wearer a smooth slender line and a slightly curved stomach. Corsets became longer to mold the abdomen under by the new princess or cuirass style bodices and bustles..

      The mechanization of the corset-making trade, using sewing machines in factories rather than stay makers in workshops, meant that more corsets were available at lower prices to more women. By the end of the 1800s, specially prepared watchspring steel was replacing whalebone as corset boning. This was made by flattening a steel spring, so that it was strong and yet still very pliable. This steel was a lot cheaper than whalebone and so the cost of corsets came down.  A corset in the 1880s could cost between 12 shillings and sixpence and 21 shillings. 

      Many methods were employed  to achieve a full and swelling bosom. Cotton wadding and pads were sewn inside a dress to help build up the figure, and during the 1860s bust pads made of celluloid and rubber helped give an impression of curvaceousness where nature failed.

      In the 1880s, bustles were added to dresses and the long, lean line of the late 1870s was replaced by a full, curvy silhouette with gradually widening shoulders. Fashionable waists were low and tiny below a full, low bust supported by a corset. Undergarments called combinations, a camisole with attached drawers were worn under the corset, bustle, and petticoat. Woolen combinations were recommended for health, especially when engaging in fashionable sports.

      The Rational Dress Society was founded in 1881 as a reaction to the extremes of fashionable corsetry and from then until the early 1900s, there was an ongoing battle over the long term affects of corsets. Humorists such as Punch poked fun at tight-lacers while medical practitioners remained divided over the corset obsession.

      Some doctors swore that tight lacings damaged the uterus, caused miscarriages, and suppressed nipples so lactation was difficult, or impossible, and breasts became infected. Other doctors called these myths, possibly because they benefitted from women suffering illnesses, imagined or otherwise.
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            1880 Pale Blue Corset

          

        

      

    

    
      1880 Pale Blue Back Lacing Corset. By Worcester Corset Company, American.  Cotton, metal and bone.  Marking: Impressed on clasps: "WCC"

      
        
          [image: 1880  Pale Blue Back Lacing Corset. By Worcester Corset Company, American.  Cotton, metal and bone.            Marking: Impressed on clasps: "WCC"]
        

        1880  Pale Blue Back Lacing Corset. By Worcester Corset Company, American.  Cotton, metal and bone. 
        Marking: Impressed on clasps: "WCC"

      

      The Worcester corset company was first known as The Worcester Skirt Company and was founded in 1861 in Worcester, Massachusetts, by David Hale Fanning to make foundations for hoop skirts. By 1872, women's silhouettes went from hoop skirts to shaped torsos and hips. Fanning became president of the new Worcester Corset company, which went public in 1888. In 1901, it became the Royal Worcester Corset Co.

      In 1950, E.A. Meister, then president of the Royal Worcester Corset Co., donated a collection of 171 corsets to the Brooklyn Museum in the memory of Isidor Roth, his father-in-law and former president of the company, who had assembled the collection.

      Via  The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Gift of the Brooklyn Museum, 2009; Gift of E. A. Meister, 1950. Accession Number:2009.300.3110a, b
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            1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift.

          

        

      

    

    
      1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift.  Wool, silk, steel, whalebone, and a spoon busk, back lacing, edged with a delicate white cotton lace trim and lined in white silk. There is contrasting cream stitching on the bottom edge and along the numerous bone channels, as well as cream embroidery on the bust gussets.
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        1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift.

      

      
        
          [image: 1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift. Via Fashion Museum N.Y.C. U.S.A. fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu]
        

        1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift. Via Fashion Museum N.Y.C. U.S.A. fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu

      

      In the 1880s, brightly colored corsets with steel boning and front-opening spoon busks were an essential and fashionable part of a lady's underwear. Highly structured foundation garments like this were used to exaggerate the sexual curves of a woman's body. The correct silhouette was created by careful shaping of fabric panels and a combination of whalebone and steel boning to give a smooth look. Corsets in the late Victorian era were designed to give a smooth hourglass silhouette with a large bust, small waist, and full, rounded hips.

      
        
          [image: 1880  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift. Via Fashion Museum N.Y.C. U.S.A. fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu]
        

        1880  Front Of  Red Corset Worn Over A Chemise, or Shift.

      

      In 1873, the invention of the spoon busk helped corsets lie flat at the front and tight against the body. Named for its spoon-like shape, these busks curved along the front of the abdomen to give a gentle rounded look and to make sure no harsh edge from the bottom of the corset poked out beyond the belly. Having a busk closure on the front made it easier to put on and take off.

      1880 Back Lacing on a Red Corset. Via Fashion Museum N.Y.C. U.S.A. fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu

      Via Fashion Museum N.Y.C. U.S.A. fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu
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            1880 Yellow Silk Corset

          

        

      

    

    
      1880 ca.  Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.  Front metal fasteners, back lacing, multiple boning channels,  front has black inset panels to give extra shaping over the bust, black flossing, or embroidery, helps stop baleen, or whalebone poking through the fabric.

      
        
          [image: 1880 ca. Collage  View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.]
        

        1880 ca. Collage  View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.

      

      
        
          [image: 1880 ca.  Back Lacing  View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.]
        

        1880 ca.  Back Lacing  View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.

      

      
        
          [image: 1880 ca.  Front View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.]
        

        1880 ca.  Front View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.

      

      
        
          [image: 1880 ca.  Side View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.]
        

        1880 ca.  Side View. Yellow silk Corset With Black Lace Trim, European.

      

      Credit: Isabel Shults Fund, 2001. via  Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A. metmuseum.org
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            1880s Corsets

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: 1880-1890 ca. Printed Cotton Corset.  Pretty corset of pale green with lace trim, shaped and decorative breast cups, front fastenings, V-Front, boning, shaped waist.]
        

      

      1880-1890 ca. Printed Cotton Corset.  Pretty corset of pale green with lace trim, shaped and decorative breast cups, front fastenings, V-Front, boning, shaped waist. Via Costume Gallery of Palazzo Pitti.

      
        
          [image: 1881-1885 ca. Black Cotton Corset.  via  Museum of London, UK. museumoflondon.org.uk]
        

      

      1881-1885 ca. Black Cotton Corset.  via  Museum of London, UK. museumoflondon.org.uk

      
        
          [image: 1883 Gold and Red Corset.            Gold and red stripes with lace trim.]
        

      

      1883 Gold and Red Corset.  Gold and red stripes with lace trim. via Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK. collections.vam.ac.uk
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      1885  Cotton Worcester Corset, American.   Front fastening, shaped waist and hips, flossing. Manufacturer- Worcester Corset Company.  Brooklyn Museum Costume Collection at The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

      
        
          [image: 1890 ca. Cotton Nursing Corset. Blue gray cotton sateen, curved front busk, cups snap open-close for nursing.]
        

      

      1890 ca. Cotton Nursing Corset. Blue gray cotton sateen, curved front busk, cups snap open-close for nursing.  Owner was probably middle class, as wealthy women usually hired wet nurses for their children.Via Augusta Auctions. augusta-auction.com

      
        
          [image: 1890  Back Lacing and front buttoning silk corset, American.]
        

      

      1890  Back Lacing and front buttoning silk corset, American. via Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A. metmuseum.org

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            6

          

          
            1884 Blue Corset.

          

        

      

    

    
      1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset.

      Yellow silk thread embroidery under the breast and on the hem. Center front closure, center back metal grommets with cotton laces and linen twill lining.

      
        
          [image: 1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with           Yellow silk thread embroidery. Via Suzi Love    suzilove.com           Chicago History Museum, U.S.A.           digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org]
        

        1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with
        Yellow silk thread embroidery. Via Chicago History Museum, U.S.A.
        digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org

      

      
        
          [image: 1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with           Yellow silk thread embroidery. Front View.]
        

        1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with
        Yellow silk thread embroidery. Front View.

      

      
        
          [image: 1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with           Yellow silk thread embroidery.  Back Lacing View.]
        

        1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with
        Yellow silk thread embroidery.  Back Lacing View.

      

      
        
          [image: 1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with           Yellow silk thread embroidery.  Side View.]
        

        1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset with
        Yellow silk thread embroidery.  Side View.

      

      Via Chicago History Museum, U.S.A.  digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org
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            1885  Madam Warren Corset

          

        

      

    

    
      1885  ca.  Corset, American.  Cotton, metal, bone, and silk.

      Manufactured By Madam Warren.
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        1885  ca.  Corset, American.  Cotton, metal, bone, and silk. 
        Manufactured By Madam Warren.

      

      
        
          [image: 1885  ca.  Corset, American.  Cotton, metal, bone, and silk.            Manufactured By Madam Warren.]
        

        1885  ca.  Corset, American.
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1880 Yellow Silk Corset, European.
Back View.
Black lace trim and back lacing.

via Suzi Love suziiove.com
& Metropolitan Museum NYC, U.SA.
metmusoum.ony





OEBPS/images/image-1881-1885_blackcottoncorset_finalpng-shot-2019-03-06-at-72305-pm_batch_frame_frame.jpg
1881-1885 ca. Black Cotton, Long Line Corset, English.
Wide shoulder straps, lacing at center front,
strongly boned so thought to have
been an orthopedic corset.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Museum of London, UK. museumoflondon.org.uk
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1880 ca. Yellow Silk Corset
With Black Lace Trim,
Back Lacing, European.

VR

FRONT

BACK

Cradt lnobet Shts Fund. 2001.
Metropaiton Museum New Yok Cify USA.
‘metmseumorg

Suzi Love suzilove.com





OEBPS/images/image-1884_bluesilksatincorset_yellowsilkthreadembroideryunderbreastandonhem_center-frontclosure_centerbackmetalgrommetswithcottonlaces_linentwilllini.jpg
1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset.
Collage View.
Yellow silk thread embroidery under breasts and on hem.
Center front closure, center back metal grommets
with cotton laces, Linen twill lining:

Via Suzi Love suzilove.com
Chicago History Museum, US.A.
digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org






OEBPS/images/image-1880_redcorset_redsilkwoolsteelwhalebone_sideoverchemise_fitnyc_graphic_frame.jpg
1850 Red Corset Worn Over
A Chemise, or Shift.
Wool, silk, steel, whalebone
and with back lacing.

Via Suzi Love _suziLove.com
& Fashion Musoum N.XC. US.A
fashionmuseum. fitnye.cdu
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1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset.
Back Lacing View.

Via Suzi Love _suzilove.com
Chicago History Museum, US.A.
digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org






OEBPS/images/image-1883-corset-gold-and-red-stripes-with-lace-trim-via-suzilovecom-victoria-and-albert-museum-london-uk-collectionsvamacuk_graphic.jpg
1883 Gorset, English.
Gold and red stripes
with lace trim.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
Victoria and Albert Museum,
London, UR.
collections.vam.ac.uk.
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1880-1890 ca. Printed Cotton Corset.

Pretty corset of pale green with lace trim,
shaped and decorative breast cups,

front fastenings, V-front, boning, shaped waist.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Costume Gallery of Palazzo Pitti.





OEBPS/images/image-1880_redcorset_redsilkwoolsteelwhalebone_sideoverchemise_fitnyc_3collage_frame.jpg
1880 Red Silk Wool Corset.
Made of steel and Whalebone, with back lacing
and worn over a chemise, or shift.
Collage View,

Suzi Love  suziLove.com
& Fashion Museum N.Y.C. US.A,
fashionmuseum.






OEBPS/images/image-1885_cotton-worcester-corset-american---front-fastening-shaped-waist-and-hips-flossing-manufacturer--worcester-corset-company.jpg
1885 White Cotton Worcester Corset, American.
Front fastening, shaped waist and hips, flossing.
Manufacturer: Worcester Corset Company.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Metropolitan Museum, NYC, U.S.A.
metmuseum.org





OEBPS/images/image-1880-ca-yellow-silk-corset-with-black-lace-trim-european-front-view-credit-isabel-shults-fund-2001-via-suzilovecom-and-metropolitan-museum.jpg
1880 Yellow Silk Corset, Europear
Front View.
Black lace trim and back lacing.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Metropolitan Museum NYC, U.S.A.
metmuseum.org





OEBPS/images/image-1880_redcorset_redsilkwoolsteelwhalebone_front_fitnyc_graphic_frame.jpg
1880 Red Silk & Wool Corset With White Lace.
Made of steel and whalebone, with back lacing,
and worn over a chemise, or shift.

Front View,

Via Suzi Love suziLove.com
& Fashion Museum N.YC. US.A.,
fashionmuseum.fitnyc.edu
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OEBPS/images/image-1885_corset-manufacturer-madame-warrens-date-ca-1885-culture-american-medium-cotton-metal-bone-silk-side.jpg
1885 Corset, American.
Manufacturer Madame Warren's.
Cotton, metal, bone and silk.
Stamped Madame Warren's Dress Form Corset.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Metropolitan Museum N¥C, US.A.
metmuseum.org.
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1880 Pale Blue Back Lacing Corset.
By Worcester Corset Company, American.
Cotton, metal and bone.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Metropolitan Museum NYC, US.A.
‘metmuseum.org
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1880 Yellow Silk Corset, European.
Sido Viow.
Black lace trim and back lacing.

via Suzi Love suzilove.com
& Motropolitan Museum NYC, U.S.A.
metmuseum.org
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1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset.
Side View.

Yellow sill thread embroidery under breasts
and on hem. Center front closure, center baclk
‘metal grommets with cotton laces.
Linen twill lining.

Via Suzi Love _suzilove.com
Chicago History Museum, US.A.
digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org
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1884 Blue Silk Satin Corset.
Front View.
Yellow silc thread embroldery under breasts
and on hem. Conter front clovare, conter back
netal grommets with cotton Iaces
“Einen il lining:

Via Suzi Love _suzilove.com
Chicago History Museum, US.A.
digitalcolloction.chicagohistory.org
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1890 Nursing Corset.

Owner was probably middle class, as wealthy
women usually hired wet nurses for their children.






