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			Chapter 1

			Getting Started

			WHAT IS THE CSET?

			
				CSET stands for California Subject Examinations for Teachers. These tests fulfill the basic skills requirements for prospective K–12 teachers. CSET: Multiple Subjects combined with CSET: Writing Skills is one option for fulfilling the basic requirement. Other options include the MSAT, Praxis, SSAT, and CBEST.

			A passing score on all three subtests that comprise CSET: Multiple Subjects (MS), and on CSET: Writing Skills, is a requirement for prospective elementary school teachers as part of the teacher credentialing process. Although most elementary schools in California end at fifth grade, the Multiple Subjects teaching credential is designated for grades K–6.

			Taking CSET: Single Subjects (SS) is one way to verify subject matter competence in a single content area, such as Physical Education or Social Science. Generally, Single Subject credentials are required to teach individual subjects in grades 7–12, often referred to as the secondary-level grades.

			The CSET may also be required for some teachers who received their teacher training in other states, and it can be taken by current educators adding authorizations.

			Who Writes the CSET?

			The CSET was developed by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and is administered by National Evaluation Systems, Inc. (NES). Test materials are aligned with current California K–12 Student Academic Content Standards, textbooks, Common Core curriculum, and CTC standards.

			Official information about the CSET, including test dates and locations, registration deadlines and requirements, and a practice test, can be found online at www.cset.nesinc.com. Here’s additional contact information for the CSET Program:

			
				Address:

				CSET Program

				Evaluation Systems Group of Pearson

				P.O. Box 340880

				Sacramento, CA 95834-0880

				Phone:

				1-800-205-3334 or 1-916-928-4003

				
					Monday–Friday 9:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M. PST

				(except for U.S. holidays)

				
					Saturday paper-test days only 6:30 A.M.–10:00 A.M. PST

				(Automated Information System available 24 hours daily)

			

			What’s on the CSET: Multiple Subjects Test?

			CSET: Multiple Subjects consists of three subtests, and you must receive a passing score on all three to meet the basic requirements.

			
					
					Subtest I (101)

					Reading, Language, and Literature

					History and Social Science

					

					
					Subtest II (214)

					Science

					Math

					

					
					Subtest III (103)

					Physical Education

					Human Development

					Visual and Performing Arts
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				Don’t Forget Your Practice Tests!

				Included for free, with your purchase of this book, are three full-length Multiple Subjects practice tests and three full-length Writing Skills practice tests. To download them, register your book at PrincetonReview.com, following the steps outlined on this page.

			

			How Is the CSET: Multiple Subjects Test Structured?

			
					
					If you choose to take Subtest I or Subtest II individually, you will have three hours to complete the subtest.

				

					
					If you choose to take Subtest III individually, you will have two hours and fifteen minutes to complete the subtest.

				

					
					If you choose to take all three subtests together, you will have five hours to complete the testing session. You will be presented with one subtest at a time, but you may work on the subtests in any order. The subtests will not be individually timed.

				

					
					Any breaks you take during the session will be considered part of your available testing time.

				

			

			One thing you should take comfort in is that, compared to most of the standardized tests out there, the CSET is a test taker’s dream (if test takers actually dream about such things). First of all, regardless of how many subtests you’re taking in one test session, you can choose how to allocate your testing time. At the beginning of the test session, you will be given access to the first subtest. You can move freely within the this test, and when finished, you will be given access to the next test. The five hours are entirely yours, but be aware that once you complete a test you cannot go back into that test.

			Also, each subtest is divided equally by content area, so you know exactly how many questions there will be on each subject, and in what order. The breakdown of the test is shown in the following table.
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			This is exactly how the test is structured, with no variations. When you take Subtest III, for example, you know that questions 1–13 will be multiple-choice questions on Physical Education, questions 14–26 will be multiple-choice questions on Human Development, and questions 27–39 will be multiple-choice questions on Visual and Performing Arts. These questions will be followed by one constructed-response question related to Physical Education, then one constructed-response question related to Human Development, and finally one constructed-response question related to Visual and Performing Arts.

			How Is the CSET: Multiple Subjects Test Scored?

			Each subtest is scored independently, which means that your score on any one subtest does not affect your scores on the others. This also means—more good news—that once you pass a subtest, you don’t have to retake that one, even if you haven’t yet passed one or both of the others.

			Your score on each subtest is based on your overall performance on that test. The proportions of the questions are the same on all three subtests.

			
					
					multiple-choice questions: 70%

				

					
					constructed-response questions: 30%

				

			

			Each of the multiple-choice questions has four answer choices, and they are machine scored as correct or incorrect. Your multiple-choice score is based strictly on the number of questions you answer correctly. There is no penalty for guessing and no point deduction for wrong answers. We’ll discuss good specific test-taking strategies later in the book.

			Constructed-response questions are open-ended questions requiring written answers. Your responses to these questions will be scored by two or more California educators, who base the scores on several performance characteristics.

			
					
					Purpose: How well do you answer the question?

				

					
					Subject matter knowledge: How well do you apply your knowledge of the content area?

				

					
					Support: How well do you back up your answer?

				

					
					Depth and breadth of understanding: How well do you know your stuff?

				

			

			Then, of course, you have raw scores that are weighted and converted to a scaled score between 100 and 300, but unless you’re absolutely fascinated with that process, all you have to do is focus on the magic number 220. That’s the minimum passing score on each subtest.

			How Many Subtests Should I Take in One Session?

			This is entirely up to you, but here are some factors to consider as you make your decision:

			
					
					your reading/writing speed

				

					
					your ability to switch gears

				

					
					the time it takes you to study and prepare for a test

				

					
					the content area knowledge you already possess

				

					
					how soon you need to complete your teaching credential requirements

				

			

			How Is the CSET: Multiple Subjects Test Formatted?

			Computer Based Testing

			
				Each of the three subtests is offered only as a Computer Based Test (CBT). While you will be provided a notepad and pencil for note taking or outline writing, all responses need to be recorded electronically in the computer-response format to be scored. Be careful to leave time to transfer any notes or answers from your notepad.

			
				CBT Testing: What to Know

				
					CBT testing can take some practice. We recommend that you review the official tutorial provided by the CSET test creators: https://www.testing.nesinc.com/cbttutorial/tutorial/tutorial_page_1.html.

				You should also be aware that certain items, such as packages, cell phones, electronic devices, and calculators, will not be permitted in the testing room. These items will be checked into a locker prior to the test and remain inaccessible till the end of the test. Yes, this means even during voluntary breaks, so be prepared.

				Test takers needing specific accommodations can request alternative testing conditions. An application for alternative testing conditions and all supporting documents must be submitted and approved prior to registering for a test date. More information is available at http://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com.

			

			Calculators

			
				While personal calculators are not allowed in the testing room, you will be provided an on-screen, four-function calculator during the test. This will be available only for Subtest II. It might be helpful to review the on-screen calculator tutorial on the CSET website: http://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com/content/docs/calculator_tutorial.pdf.

			Hand-Written Responses and Scanning

			
				Some questions require a handwritten response. You will be given a booklet and will need to use the scanner at your testing station to scan in your response. You may want to familiarize yourself with the scanner and handwritten responses on the Pearson testing website: http://www.esvideos.nesinc.com/HandDrawTutorialVideo.asp?detectflash=false.

			What Is the CSET: Writing Skills Test?

			The CSET: Writing Skills test (142) consists of two constructed-response questions, which are also scored by California educators using standardized procedures. It is a separate test, and it can be used only in conjunction with CSET: Multiple Subjects to satisfy the basic skills requirement. For more information, be sure to register your book online for free access to our Writing Skills strategy tutorial, as well as three full-length Writing Skills practice tests.
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				To download your free Writing Skills tutorial and practice tests, register your book online following the steps outlined on this page.

			

		

	
		
			Chapter 2

			Cracking the System

			HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

			Well, for starters, don’t skip this chapter. Our goal is to give you the test-taking techniques you need to boost your score on the CSET. You’ll have a better idea of what you’re doing when you have read and worked through this book and then taken the practice tests found online.

			After you’ve taken the practice tests, make sure to read all of the explanations, even the explanations to the questions you answered correctly. You’ll often find that your understanding of a question and the best way to have gone about answering it will be much clearer after you’ve read the explanation. You’ll also catch some instances in which you got the question right, but for all the wrong reasons. Most important, many of the explanations contain content information you won’t find elsewhere in the book.

			This book is organized to provide as much—or as little—support as you need, so use it in whatever way will be helpful to improve your confidence with the CSET: Multiple Subjects test. This chapter will review some useful test-taking strategies to help you work efficiently through the multiple-choice section to achieve your highest score. However, the CSET: Multiple Subjects test is heavily content-based as well, so the following chapters will help to give you an essential review of all the subjects tested on all three subtests. The review found in this book will be most helpful if you’ve already taken coursework in the main subject areas and focus on the most important details that are likely to appear on this test. Just brushing up on basic facts and concepts will speed you up. If, for example, you haven’t so much as glanced at the periodic table since your 8:00 A.M. freshman chemistry class, ten minutes spent looking it over will do you a world of good.

			
				What Is The Princeton Review?

				The Princeton Review is an international test-prep company whose mission is to provide personalized, innovative, best- in-class private tutoring, test prep, and admission products and services to help students knock down barriers and achieve their academic goals.

				For over 35 years, we have had phenomenal success in improving students’ scores on standardized tests. This success is due to a simple, innovative, and radically effective philosophy: study the test, not just what the test claims to test. This approach has lead to the development of strategies based on the principles the test writers themselves use to write the tests.

				Obviously you need to be well versed in many subjects to do well on the CSET, but a good score is also a measure of your ability to think like the test writers. This book will help you to do both.

				For more about our products and services, visit our website at PrincetonReview.com.

			

			BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CRACKING THE SYSTEM

			We’ll now walk you through our best strategies for cracking both multiple-choice and constructed-response questions.

			Pace Yourself

			A big part of scoring well on an exam is working at a consistent pace. The worst mistake made by inexperienced or unsavvy test takers is that they come to a question that stumps them, and rather than just skip it, they panic and stall. Time stands still when you’re working on a question you cannot answer, and it’s possible for test takers to waste five minutes on a single question because they are too stubborn to cut their losses.
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				Proven Technique: Pacing

				Did you know that slowing down can actually earn you points? Read on to find out how!

			

			Don’t make that mistake. Tests are like marathons; you do best when you work through them at a steady pace. You can always come back to a question you don’t know. When you do, very often you will find that your previous mental block is gone, and you will wonder why the question perplexed you the first time around. Even if you still don’t know the answer, you will not have wasted valuable time you could have spent on easier questions.

			Keeping a consistent pace also means that you won’t work too quickly and make careless mistakes. Let’s say you do all 52 questions in Subtest I, but get only half of them right. This gives you a raw score of 26.

			Now, let’s say you slow down and focus on the first 35 questions that you know you can get right, and then guess on the remaining 17 questions. Using this method, you could earn 35 raw points—and you might even get a few more from guessing, which we will discuss later in this chapter.

			In this case, slowing down can get you more points. Unless you are confident that you can complete these tests with high accuracy and with time to spare, you should slow down and focus on the points you know you can get.

			
				Slow down, score more. You’re not scored on how many questions you do. You’re scored on how many questions you answer correctly. Doing fewer questions can mean more correct answers and points overall!

			

			Pacing is especially important on the CSET, because you have the option of taking one or more subtests in one test session. It’s essential that you map out your time in advance.

			If you take all three subtests in one session, then you will have a total of five hours to complete all three tests. Therefore, you can divide up the full five hours equally among the three subtests, or you may want to allot more time to the first two tests (remember that Subtest III taken individually is given less time because it is a shorter test with fewer questions).

			For example, your testing time might look like this:

			
					
					Subtest I: 110 minutes

				

					
					Subtest II: 110 minutes

				

					
					Subtest III: 80 minutes

				

			

			Your personal strengths and weaknesses should definitely factor into your planning. If, for example, you know that you’ll need a little extra time for Subtest II because you work slowly on math problems, then plan accordingly! The point is to know your own needs, make a strategic decision about time limits for each portion of the test, and then monitor your time carefully during the exam.

			When thinking about your pacing and timing strategies, keep in mind that the multiple-choice questions account for 70% of your score, while the two constructed-response questions account for only 30% of your score on each subtest. It would be a very poor strategy to start with the constructed-response questions and then spend so much time on them that you couldn’t properly tackle the multiple-choice questions. The CSET official guide suggests that each constructed-response question should take about 10–15 minutes, so, once again, plan accordingly.

			MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

			There Is No Guessing Penalty on the CSET!

			
				It’s essential that you remember this fact, which is why it appears here first. On the CSET: Multiple Subjects test, you don’t lose points or portions of points for an incorrect multiple-choice answer, and therefore, you must answer every single question, even if you are at the point at which you have to guess randomly. You can only help yourself by guessing, and you can only hurt yourself by leaving a question unanswered.

			Sometimes you won’t be able to eliminate any answers; other times you won’t have time to even look at some questions. For cases like these, we have a simple solution. Pick a letter of the day (LOTD) from A to D, and use that letter to answer all the questions for which you aren’t able to eliminate any choices.

			This is a quick, easy way to make sure that you answer every question. It also has some potential statistical advantages. If each of the four letters has a one-in-four chance of being correct, and you pick the same letter every time you need to guess, you’re likely to get a couple of freebies.

			LOTD is your if-all-else-fails strategy that should be used only for those questions for which you are unable to eliminate any choices. LOTD is a perfect solution for second-pass guesses that we will talk about next.

			The Two-Pass System

			
				The Two-Pass System is The Princeton Review’s term for judicious skipping. It means working through the test once (the first pass) to gather up all the quick, easy points, and then going back (the second pass) to work on the time-consuming, difficult questions you skipped initially.

			In the first pass, follow your instincts. There is no magic number of questions to answer on your first pass. You might answer five questions on your first pass or you might answer 30. The main point of the Two-Pass System is to gather up the easy points quickly and efficiently first. Deciding whether a question is first pass or not is a snap decision. Five seconds is the absolute longest you should think about whether a question is first pass or not. Use the five-second rule:
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				Proven Technique: The Two-Pass System

				Here’s another way to conserve your energy and make the best use of your time.

			

			
				If it takes more than five seconds to decide if it’s a first or second pass question, it automatically becomes a second pass question. Skip it.

			

			After finishing your first pass, you should be left with the medium and tough questions, the questions you didn’t like at first glance. On the first pass, you undoubtedly answered some questions you wish you’d left for later. That’s no cause for alarm. Since the CSET: Multiple Subjects test is a computer-based test, you’ll see a navigation screen after your first pass that will show you all of the questions you skipped. You can click on any question to go back for your second pass. On the second pass, you’ll find some questions that turn out to be easier than you’d expected. If you’ve done the first pass well, what you’re left with are mostly the tougher questions.

			And if you are staying mindful of your time, you can still skip to your heart’s content. There’s no law that says you can’t do a third or even a fourth pass. Skip questions that look like they’ll eat up your time without giving you anything back. At a certain point, you’ll know it’s time to just make your best guess and move on.

			The CBT format of the test also allows you to “flag” questions for later review. If you guess on a tougher question but want to review it later, you can click on flag for review in the upper-right-hand corner of your screen. Your navigation screen will also show the questions that you flagged. Remember, flagging questions will not affect your final score—so flag away!

			Process of Elimination (POE)

			
				You are probably already acquainted with Process of Elimination (POE) in its simplest form: eliminate answers you know are wrong. The Cracking the System approach to POE isn’t really different, just more intense.
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				Proven Technique: POE

				What do you do when the answer isn’t obvious?

			

			You’ll find that on a number of questions, the right answer will jump out at you. It will be based on a book you’ve read and remember well, or a math concept you’re particularly good at. When that happens, you’ll pounce on the right answer and move on.

			Other times, however, the question topic will be unfamiliar and the answer choices may only ring vague bells. That’s when POE should be a reflex. Through POE, you can take advantage of what partial knowledge you have. You may not know the information that leads you directly to the answer, but you could know information that tells you what the answer definitely is not. Let’s look at an example.
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				The first important cash crop in the American colonies was:

				A. cotton.

				B. corn.

				C. tobacco.

				D. fresh fruit.

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			Let’s look at the answer choices one at a time. You may think you don’t know the answer, but it’s what you know about the answer choices judged against the question that counts. It’s what you know about the answer choices that allows you to use POE.

			
				A. cotton.

			

			The cotton gin was not invented until the late eighteenth century. Eliminate this.

			
				D. fresh fruit.
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				Apply the Strategy

				…and may the odds be ever in your favor!

			

			Ridiculous! You know that fruit would hardly have remained fresh during the long sea journey from the colonies back to England. Eliminate this one too.

			By using POE, you’ve narrowed down your choice to two possibilities. At this point, if you’re still stumped, or pressed for time, you can make a guess. But now, instead of having a 25% chance of getting the right answer, you’re up to 50%. That’s a huge difference. The answer, by the way, is (C), tobacco.
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			It’s always helpful to physically cross out wrong answers, because when answers are crossed out, you are less likely to mistakenly choose them. (Even the most attentive brain can wander during a test session that can take up to five hours.)

			Since this is a computer-based test, we recommend that you use the notepad and pencil you are given to cross out answers and thus keep track of your POE. Just remember to transfer your answers!

			Types of Questions

			The directions for the multiple-choice section simply ask you to select the “best” answer choice for each question. That’s code for “More than one of the answer choices might fit in some way or another, but we’re looking for the one that makes the most sense.” The test uses a variety of question types, though, and if you recognize the different types, you’ll save yourself time and the possibility of choosing the wrong answer even when you know the right one.

			Standard Questions

			The majority of multiple-choice questions are pretty straightforward, like this one:

			
				The first president of the United States was:

				A. George Washington.

				B. Abraham Lincoln.

				C. Franklin D. Roosevelt.

				D. Mickey Mouse.

			

			In some cases (like this one), you can use common sense to choose the right answer. If you don’t know the answer, then use POE to get yourself closer.

			Component Questions

			
				Here and there, you’ll run into a question that has more than one component. In this case, look for the answer choice that fits all parts of the question, not just one. Remember this phrase: part wrong is all wrong. If there’s anything that is somewhat wrong in the answer choice, even if there is other information that is correct, that answer choice cannot be right. Here’s an example.
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				George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt were all:

				A. mice.

				B. born in the nineteenth century.

				C. Democrats.

				D. United States presidents.

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			The answer choice you need is one that relates correctly to all parts of the question, which, in this case, is three names. Sometimes, you’ll know the correct answer, but other times, you’ll have to work at it. If you need to use POE for this type of question, go through the answer choices one by one, like a checklist.

			Let’s just pretend that you don’t know the answer to this one. Quickly check each answer against the components of the question. Choice (A) does not relate to any of the question components, so cross that out. Choice (B) relates to Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. Roosevelt, but not George Washington, so cross that out. Choice (C) relates only to Franklin D. Roosevelt, so cross that one out as well. Even if you didn’t know the answer, based on POE, you’ve successfully ruled out everything but (D).
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			CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

			
				You may be wondering why the CSET labels these as constructed-response questions and not simply essay questions. Actually, it’s a good thing they don’t, because that might throw you off track. The constructed-response questions are not supposed to be five-paragraph essays. The test guide tells you that each constructed-response question should take 10–15 minutes. How many people do you think can plan and write a full five-paragraph essay in under 15 minutes?

			Here’s what they do expect of you.

			The Prompt

			For one thing, they expect you to answer the question. If you write a great response that does not address the prompt, you’ll get a poor score. Most prompts on the constructed-response questions have more than one component. Your first priority is to take apart the prompt and make sure you know exactly what’s being asked of you. Let’s look at an example of a typical constructed-response prompt:

			The American colonies declared their independence from England in 1776.

			Using your knowledge of this time period in U.S. history, prepare a response in which you

			
					
					identify two factors that led to this decision;

				

					
					select one of the factors you have identified; and

				

					
					explain how that factor contributed to the event.

				

			

			After you’ve read the prompt, take a minute to reword it into questions. Make a list:

			
					
					What are two reasons the colonies wanted independence from England?

				

					
					Which reason am I going to write about?

				

					
					How did that reason contribute to the colonies’ decision to declare independence from England?

				

			

			As a general rule, you can answer the first two questions together in one paragraph. They’re really just historical or subject-matter facts; you’ll just want to make sure that you write them in complete, well-constructed sentences. The third question is the one you should spend most of your time on, as you should write one or two paragraphs to fully answer it. This is the place where you can synthesize ideas and explore the prompt. We have a few tips and tricks to help you.

			Brainstorm

			Take about one or two minutes to write down as many things as you can think of that relate to the question. Depending on the content area, you should try to come up with information and ideas about the following items:

			
					
					names

				

					
					dates

				

					
					places

				

					
					concepts

				

					
					vocabulary

				

			

			Then sort out the results of your brainstorm. Some of what you write down will become your main point(s), some will be facts that can be used as evidence to support your conclusions, and some will be garbage.

			As you will see in the practice tests, the CSET constructed-response questions are very specific. Many questions require you to use terms that are specific to the content area. The educators who score your responses are looking for these terms, and they want to know that you know what the terms mean. When you use them, define or explain them. Take particular care to define any such terms that appear in the question. The introductory paragraph is a good place to include any definitions.

			Use the Multiple-Choice Section to Your Advantage

			Remember, there’s nothing to stop you from going back and skimming the multiple-choice questions. Sometimes, you’ll run into questions that might relate to the material covered in the constructed-response questions. You might find key terms, names, and dates. It’s worth a shot if you’re having trouble getting started or if you want more facts to back up your ideas.

			The Format

			
				Remember the following as you write your response:

			
					
					Start strong.

				

					
					Make it clear.

				

			

			Start Strong

			It’s up to you to write a brilliant beginning that will set the tone and sustain the reader’s positive attitude. Put a lot of care into writing the first few sentences, and don’t make any mistakes. Try to have a variety of sentence structures and be sure to double-check spelling and punctuation. If you’re unsure about the spelling of a word, don’t use it!

			Don’t worry so much about the rest of the response; the readers expect a few mistakes. If you try to write the whole response perfectly, you may write too slowly and waste time, or worry too much and write dull, overwrought, and perhaps recondite paragraphs (see how it comes across when you use vocabulary that’s too obscure?). All it takes is three or four well-crafted, strong sentences at the start of your essay to convince the reader that you can write a good sentence when you have time to do so. As long as the rest of your response is clear and well organized, the glow of a good beginning can carry over the entire response.
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				Vocabulary Review

				To improve your vocabulary, check out WordSmart from The Princeton Review.

			

			Make It Clear

			
				High-scoring responses are clear. They aren’t perfect. They aren’t moving and profound. They’re simply clear. Clarity is your goal.

			Keep your sentences as simple as possible. Long sentences become convoluted very quickly and will give your scorers a headache, putting them in a bad mood. Do not antagonize your reader! Remember that good writing does not have to be complicated; some great ideas can be stated simply.

			Do not ever use a word if you are unsure of its definition or proper usage. A malapropism might give your scorers a good laugh, but it will not earn you any points, and it will probably cost you.

			Do not use contractions or shorthand symbols such as “&” or “w/” or “tho.” Get into the habit of using a relatively high level of discourse when you write. You will not impress anyone if your response reads like an email or a text message.

			KEY TERMS

			
				pacing

				Two-Pass System

				CBT flag for review

				Process of Elimination (POE)

				constructed-response questions

				letter of the day (LOTD)

			

			Summary

			
					
					Plan your time management strategy in advance.

				

					
					Answer every question. Answer every question. Answer every question.

				

					
					In the multiple-choice section, use the Two-Pass System to collect easy points first.

				

					
					Use Process of Elimination to help you narrow down the choices in multiple-choice questions when you’re not sure of the answer.

				

					
					In constructed-response questions, make sure you address each part of the prompt.

				

					
					Start your written responses strong and error-free.

				

					
					Use sentence constructions that are simple and clear.

				

			

		

	
		
			Chapter 3

			Language Structure, Linguistics, and Literacy

			FIRST, A REFRESHER…

			A NOUN’s the name of any thing;

			As, school or garden, hoop or swing.

			
				ADJECTIVES tell the kind of noun;

				As, great, small, pretty, white, or brown.

				Three of these words we often see

				Called ARTICLES—a, an, and the.

			

			
				Instead of nouns the PRONOUNS stand;

				John’s head, his face, my arm, your hand.

			

			
				VERBS tell of something being done;

				As, read, write, spell, sing, jump, or run.

			

			
				How things are done the ADVERBS tell;

				As, slowly, quickly, ill, or well.

				They also tell us where and when;

				As, here, and there, and now, and then.

			

			
				A PREPOSITION stands before

				A noun; as, in, or through, a door.

			

			
				CONJUNCTIONS sentences unite;

				As, kittens scratch and puppies bite.

			

			
				The INTERJECTION shows surprise;

				As, O, how pretty! Ah, how wise!

			

			From First lessons in language, or, Elements of English grammar, by David B. Tower and Benjamin F. Tweed, 1853.

			NOW, THE BASICS

			The poem above illustrates an important point: English grammar hasn’t changed much since the 19th century. If you remember anything you learned in your elementary school English classes, you’re off to a good start!

			So let’s begin by brushing up on the two main components of language structure, syntax and semantics, and soldier on from there.

			SYNTAX

			Syntax is the structure of language: how phrases, sentences, and paragraphs are put together. It’s a perfect example of one of those things you know how to do, but not how to explain. You can probably drive a car without thinking actively about what you’re doing, but if someone asked you to explain how the engine worked, could you easily launch into an explanation of alternators, fuel injection, and combustion chambers? By the same token, you may be able to write gorgeous, well-constructed sentences, but could you immediately identify the use of a non-defining relative clause?

			The odds of the test asking something that specific, thankfully, are slim to none. Most likely, all you’ll need to review are some general terms and concepts.

			Parts of a Sentence

			Sentence

			
				A sentence consists of one or more clauses that express a complete thought.

			
					
					In 1865, Abraham Lincoln was assassinated.

				

					
					Leave the dishes there; I’ll clean up later.

				

			

			Clause

			
				A clause is part of a sentence and must include at least a subject and a predicate.

			
					
					They left.

				

					
					Aunt Elaine bought Katie a Tonka truck.

				

			

			Independent Clause

			
				An independent clause, or main clause, can stand on its own.

			
					
					We’ll see you later.

				

					
					The painting will be moved to a different museum.

				

			

			Subordinate Clause

			
				A subordinate clause, also known as a relative clause or a dependent clause, cannot stand on its own.

			
					
					which proved the defendant’s guilt

				

					
					because she never showed up

				

			

			Phrase

			
				A phrase is a group of words that form a concept, but cannot stand alone as a sentence.

			
					
					out of nowhere

				

					
					her blue dress

				

			

			Subject

			
				A subject is a word or group of words defining who or what performs an action or is in a particular state of being.

			
					
					The boy jumped from the tree.

				

					
					Winning the lottery did not change their lifestyle.

				

					
					I am a man of constant sorrow.

				

			

			Predicate

			
				A predicate is a verb or verb phrase expressing an action performed or a state of being.

			
					
					The cat meowed.

				

					
					That was the last time anyone saw him alive.
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				Grammar Review

				Check out The Princeton Review’s Grammar Smart for additional grammar review.

			

			Categories of Sentences

			Declarative

			
				A declarative sentence is the most common type of sentence, and it’s named aptly. A declarative sentence states something, generally a fact, an opinion, or an arrangement of some kind. It ends with a period (.).

			
					
					I prefer vanilla over chocolate.

				

					
					The Boston Americans won the first World Series in 1903.

				

					
					The dog needs to go out.

				

			

			Imperative

			
				An imperative sentence is a command or request that ends with a period (.) or an exclamation point (!). This is the hardest type for students to deal with when they learn how to identify the subjects of sentences, because there is actually no subject in an imperative sentence. The subject is actually you, but it’s not written or spoken; it’s implied. (You) Forget it!

			
					
					Answer the phone.

				

					
					Please have the report done by Friday.

				

					
					Get in here now!

				

			

			Interrogative

			
				An interrogative sentence asks a question. The auxiliary, or helping, verb or verb phrase comes first, then the subject, followed by the main verb or verb phrase. Naturally, the interrogative form ends with a question mark (?).

			
					
					When does his flight arrive?

				

					
					How did you like the show?

				

					
					Will the author sign copies of her book after the reading?

				

			

			Exclamatory

			
				An exclamatory sentence emphasizes a declarative or imperative statement by using an exclamation point (!).

			
					
					I won the contest!

				

					
					Look out for that car!

				

					
					You’re fired!

				

			

			Types of Sentences

			Simple

			
				A simple sentence consists of one independent clause. Don’t be deceived, though, into thinking that “simple” means that the sentence must be short. An independent clause can have a compound subject or verb, and it can include adjectives and adverbs. The only requirement is that it have no dependent clauses, or other independent clauses joined with a conjunction.

			
					
					I went to bed early.

				

					
					Heath Ledger, Christian Bale, and Michael Caine all starred in The Dark Knight.

				

					
					Ron’s younger sister and her new boyfriend did their best to be on time for Ron’s joint birthday and retirement party.

				

			

			Compound

			
				A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses. Just think of taking two or more complete sentences and attaching them together. One way to do that is by using a semicolon (;). The other option is to use a coordinating conjunction. The list of coordinating conjunctions has come to be known as the fanboys:

			for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.

			
					
					The sun is out, yet it’s cold.

				

					
					Shelbie’s boss was away on business Monday, so she spent the day playing solitaire on the computer.

				

					
					I don’t understand why he’s so angry; all I said was that his story was simplistic and trite.

				

			

			Complex

			
				A complex sentence contains one independent, or main, clause, and one or more dependent clauses. To link the dependent clauses to the main clause, use a subordinating conjunction. There is a long list of subordinating conjunctions. Some of the more common are after, until, because, although, since, and while.

			
					
					We won’t know how Dad is doing until the doctor comes out.

				

					
					Even though she cheated on the exam, Sara was not expelled from school.

				

					
					I didn’t think it was necessary to ask your permission because I knew you’d say yes.

				

			

			Compound-Complex

			
				Finally, a compound-complex sentence consists of at least two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. To break it down, just start with the compound sentence rule. Take two independent clauses (or two simple sentences) and connect them. Then add a dependent clause to one of the independent clauses, and you’ve created a compound-complex sentence.

			
					
					Since my sister returned from her trip, I’ve been trying to plan a night out with her, but she’s always too busy to return my calls.

				

					
					Gary’s car emits horrible smoky exhaust; we had to fall far behind to avoid it while we were following him to the restaurant.

				

			

			Other Conventions

			
				The rest of the “mechanics” of language include spelling, capitalization, and punctuation. Because questions about these will probably be few, there’s no need to go into too much detail, so we’ll just review a few basic rules. (By the way, that was a compound-complex sentence.)

			Spelling

			There’s an old saying: “German is a language of rules; English is a language of exceptions.” Anyone who’s suffered through elementary school spelling lessons can attest to that. Luckily, only a tiny percentage of all the words in the English language are used on the exam, and it’s unlikely that you’ll be asked a standard spelling question. Even if that does happen, as long as you read regularly—novels, newspapers—you should be able to handle any words you encounter.

			Capitalization

			Keep in mind the basic rules of capitalization. This is obviously not a complete list, but the questions on the test won’t be obscure.

			
					
					the first word of a sentence

				

					
					names and initials of people

				

					
					titles preceding names, such as Mr., Dr., Rev.

				

					
					days of the week, months of the year, holidays

				

					
					continents, countries, states, cities, provinces

				

					
					the pronoun I

				

					
					names of languages, nationalities

				

			

			As a general rule, remember that proper nouns (nouns that represent a specific person, place, or thing) are typically capitalized.

			
					
					What state do you live in?

					I live in New York State.

					

					
					Do you know the boy next door?

					Yes, we both joined the Boy Scouts.

					

					
					Is the governor in his office?

					No, Governor Jones is still at the meeting.

					

			

			Punctuation

			Once again, there’s no reason to go into minute detail—we’re not going to bother with the uses of the period and question mark, for instance—but certain concepts and rules bear revisiting.

			There are a number of different uses for commas.

			
					
					to separate a list of items

				

					
					to separate phrases and clauses

				

					
					to separate independent clauses that are connected by one of the fanboys

				

					
					to introduce a direct quote

				

					
					to end a direct quote within a framing sentence

				

			

			Semicolons are often used incorrectly. There are really only two proper uses (other than a couple of obscure optional ones).

			
					
					to separate two equally weighted independent clauses, in place of a period or a comma and one of the fanboys

				

					
					to separate groups of words that are internally separated by commas

				

			

			There are also two uses for colons.

			
					
					to set off a list of words or phrases, used for additional explanation, generally after an independent clause

				

					
					to introduce a direct quote, although commas are more commonly used

				

			

			Dashes are used occasionally in place of commas, usually when more emphasis is desired.

			Parentheses are used to add information that is related to the sentence but is nonessential to understanding.

			Apostrophes can be used in two ways.

			
					
					in a contraction, such as I’m, to indicate that one or more letters have been omitted from a word

				

					
					to show possession, generally before the “s” for singular nouns and after the “s” for plural nouns

				

			

			So how might the CSET test you on your knowledge of syntax? Let’s look at an example.
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			Identify the subject in the following sentence:

			
				Much to the fans’ delight, the band’s new drummer turned out to be far better than the previous one.

				A. the fans’ delight

				B. the band’s new drummer

				C. far better

				D. the previous one

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			Rule number one: Don’t fall into the “noun trap.” Elementary school students begin learning about subjects by identifying nouns, but by now, you should know that nouns can appear anywhere in sentences: in dependent clauses, in prepositional phrases, even in verb phrases. By the same token, you know not to assume that the subject always comes at the beginning of the sentence. Step back, look at the sentence as a whole, and ask yourself, “What is it about?” It’s really about the new drummer, so the answer is (B).
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			SEMANTICS

			Semantics is commonly used in everyday English to refer to an issue based on words rather than issues. “Your Honor, I didn’t steal the car; I borrowed it. Really, we’re just arguing semantics here.” Syntax is structure; semantics is meaning. Hold on—don’t bother breaking out those vocabulary flashcards. The CSET won’t test you on your memorization skills, but on your understanding of how meaning is constructed, and how words relate to each other.

			Etymology

			Etymology is the study of word origin. If you’ve ever watched a spelling bee, you know that one of the questions students are allowed to ask is “What is the language of origin?” There’s a reason for that, and it’s not just to stall for time. Often, English words (or words that have been adopted into the English language) that originate from the same foreign or ancient language have similar construction.

			For example, the words mezzanine, pizza and paparazzi all come from the Italian language. One similarity is obvious—the use of the double “z”—but say the words aloud slowly and listen to the vowel sounds. Each “a” sounds like the others, as does each “i.” Knowing that the word mezzanine is of Italian origin would help a student spell it correctly, as opposed to something like “mezaneen.”

			However, we also need to look at it the opposite way. Sometimes, the spelling of a word may help determine its origin, and that in turn can lead to an understanding of its meaning. Words that end in “-eur,” such as masseur and chauffeur, are often derivations from the French describing a person with a particular job. When we see a word such as restaurateur, the connection of the word ending gives us a clue to its meaning. We recognize the first part of the word, and the suffix “-eur” helps us put it together: a restaurateur is a person who owns a restaurant.

			Denotation and Connotation

			Denotation refers to the literal definition of a word, while connotation refers to an implicit meaning. In other words, the denotative meaning of a word is found in the dictionary. The connotative meaning of a word is a “shade of meaning,” used to elicit some kind of emotional response.

			
					
					They found a shady corner of the park for their picnic.

				

			

			Here, the word shady, in its most literal definition, describes an area that is blocked from direct sunlight. But consider another example.

			
					
					No one really liked Bud; there was something shady about him.

				

			

			Does no one like him because he blocks sunlight? Probably not. In this case, it is a connotative meaning of the word shady. There is a feeling associated with the word: one of concealment, of dishonesty.

			Let’s take it one step further. Understanding connotation doesn’t just mean determining how a word is used in a sentence. It also means choosing words deliberately in order to evoke a particular emotion. Think about how the sentence changes when we exchange shady for similar words.

			
					
					No one really liked Bud; there was something disgraceful about him.

				

					
					No one really liked Bud; there was something untrustworthy about him.

				

					
					No one really liked Bud; there was something ignominious about him.

				

			

			All three of those words are synonyms for shady, yet each one slightly changes the implicit meaning of the sentence.

			Here’s an example of a CSET question about denotation and connotation.
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				Which of the following sentences uses a denotative meaning of the underlined word?

				A. “Don’t give me any of your lip,” my mother warned.

				B. His teacher secretly felt that he was a little thick.

				C. The plot of the story had some major holes in it.

				D. After much deliberation, the committee decided to shelve the idea.

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			
				This is a tough type of question because there are so many dictionary-listed meanings for words. However, just because it’s in the dictionary doesn’t mean it’s a literal meaning. The dictionary lists figurative meanings as well. What you want to do here is think as literally as possible, and use POE to eliminate incorrect answers. Picture what’s going on. For instance, in (A), you know that the mother does not think the child is actually going to hand her a lip, right? In (B), it’s unlikely that the teacher is making a judgment about the student’s physical girth. Choice (D) may be tricky because “shelving” is a term widely used in this manner, but again, picture it. An idea is an abstract concept: Can it actually be placed on a shelf? The best answer here is (C), because it is a literal meaning of the word “plot.”
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			Context

			Looking at words in context is another way to determine a word’s meaning. Initially, context is helpful when you’re faced with a word that has more than one definition. Children are taught to look at the whole sentence in order to figure out which meaning of the word is used.

			
					
					We saw a black bear near our campsite. (animal)

				

					
					I can’t bear to see you unhappy. (suffer)

				

					
					The tree will bear sweet apples once it’s grown. (produce)

				

					
					Bear left at the intersection. (turn)

				

			

			By upper elementary school, students are also taught to use context clues when they run into unfamiliar vocabulary words in their reading. It’s an alternative to flipping back and forth between a book and a dictionary. And it makes sense. Imagine a student reading a short story for homework and coming to a word she doesn’t recognize. She stops, sets aside the story, opens the dictionary, looks up the word, tries to understand the definition, which often includes more difficult words than the original word and necessitates looking up those words. By the time the poor girl gets back to the reading, she has completely forgotten what the story is about.

			Using context clues, on the other hand, keeps the student actively involved in the reading. When she comes to an unfamiliar word, she examines the surrounding text to see if she can determine its meaning based on how it is used in the sentence or paragraph.

			Let’s look at an example:

			
					
					Due to his opprobrious conduct at the homecoming game, Rob was benched for the remainder of the season.

				

			

			Before you balk at the word, think about it for a moment. What clues can you use to determine what it means? Well, there’s conduct, which (let’s assume) you know means behavior. That’s a start. Next, there is a negative consequence to his behavior. Not only that, but it’s a severe consequence—being benched for a game or two is one thing, but missing the rest of the season is extreme. Finally, pretend there’s a blank space in place of opprobrious, and based on what you’ve inferred, insert your own word or phrase.

			
					
					Due to his really bad conduct at the homecoming game, Rob was benched for the remainder of the season.

				

			

			Then just assume you’re right, and move on. Unless you continue reading and realize that your understanding of the word was completely erroneous (“And so, Rob was awarded the school’s highest honor for his brave conduct in breaking up that huge brawl—and both legs in the process”), attaching your own meaning to the word made the reading more accessible to you in the moment, and that’s what matters. Later, you can look up opprobrious and see that it means “outrageously disgraceful or shameful.” In other words, “really bad.”

			You might see a CSET question like this.
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			Read the sentence below; then choose the best possible definition of the underlined nonsense word.

			
				Some of Jackie’s friends decided to major in schumpology, but due to her phobia, she chose instead to major in a field that wouldn’t require her to handle glass.

				A. the study of jeans

				B. the study of tire tread

				C. the study of carpet

				D. the study of picture frames

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			
				The test will sometimes use nonsense words in order to make you think about how to determine the correct answer, as opposed to just knowing the correct answer. This is a context question: they’re asking you to look at the sentence as a whole in order to figure out what the nonsense word might mean. There are several context clues here. We see the word but, which indicates that she did not choose this major. Always keep your eyes peeled for words like “but,” which indicate a change in direction. So we find out that Jackie has a phobia, or fear, of glass, which is why she does not want to study this subject. Based on these clues, we look at the answers and see that the study of picture frames is the one that would most likely require the handling of glass, so the answer is (D).
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			Diction Errors

			
				Errors in diction, or word choice, are quite common and are often tested on the CSET. You can choose the wrong word for a variety of reasons—for example, somewhere along the line you may simply have got the idea in your head that a word means something other than what it means. (This, by the way, is why you should never use a word you’re only vaguely familiar with on the constructed-response questions!) Often we think we know what a word means from hearing it in context many times, but we’re actually wrong. For example, you’ve probably heard the phrase “ulterior motive” many times, but what precisely does “ulterior” mean? You’d be forgiven for thinking that it means “wicked” or “self-centered,” but it actually means “hidden.” However, a word can also be wrong because it’s simply inappropriate in that context (like using the word “ain’t” in a formal piece of writing). Some common types of diction errors are discussed below.

			Frequently Confused Words

			
				Using an incorrect word because it sounds or looks very similar to another word is a widespread diction error. Words that sound the same but have different meanings are called homophones: e.g., the first principle (rule) of school administration is that the principal (head of a school) is in charge. Here are some commonly confused homophones:

			Their (possessive pronoun)

			There (in or at that place)

			They’re (contraction of “they” and “are”)

			
					
					If they’re going to stay the night, tell them to put their suitcases over there in the corner.

				

			

			Your (possessive pronoun)

			You’re (contraction of “you” and “are”)

			
					
					You’re not going to get very far without your car keys.

				

			

			Its (possessive pronoun)

			It’s (contraction of “it” and “is”)

			
					
					It’s an imposing sight to see an elephant stand on its hind legs.

				

			

			To (preposition)

			Two (the number after one)

			Too (also)

			
					
					Are the two of you coming with us to the party, or are you staying home too?

				

			

			Whether (conjunction)

			Weather (atmospheric conditions)

			
					
					Do you know whether we will have nice weather on Saturday?

				

			

			Which (interrogative pronoun)

			Witch (mythical person with wicked magical powers)

			
					
					Which witch won the prize for best Halloween costume?

				

			

			Bear (to endure/a large carnivorous mammal)

			Bare (unclothed or uncovered)

			
					
					I could hardly bear the pain of the bear chewing on my bare foot!

				

			

			There are other words that don’t sound exactly alike, but alike enough to cause confusion:

			Except/Accept

			
					
					I invited everyone except Bill, whom I forgot; I hope he will accept my apology.

				

			

			Than/Then

			
					
					If you can’t even run faster than your little sister, then don’t try out for the track team!

				

			

			Affect/Effect

			
					
					The noise affected my concentration during the exam, which had a terrible effect on my grade.

				

			

			
				Remember that affect is always a verb and effect is always a noun when used in this context! However, there is a different word (“effect”) that means “to cause” or “to bring about.” When used in that sense, effect is a verb.

			

			Then there are some words that really don’t sound alike at all, but are still often confused:

			Imply/Infer

			
					
					Did you mean to imply that I can’t dance, because that is what I inferred.

				

			

			
				Remember that the speaker implies and the listener infers!

			

			Conventional Usages

			Some constructions are correct simply as a matter of convention, not any particular grammatical rule. In other words, we say it this way because our ancestors, for whatever reason, thought it was a good idea. Here are some examples:

			Different from (not different than)

			
					
					Correct: Americans are different from Europeans in that the latter are soccer fanatics.

				

			

			Either/or

			
					
					Correct: You can either stay or go, but make up your mind quickly!

				

			

			Neither/nor

			
					
					Correct: My cat can neither sing nor dance, so I’m not a millionaire.

				

			

			But/also

			
					
					Correct: The store not only sold me a defective toaster but also billed me for it twice.

				

			

			BEYOND THE BASICS

			The CSET is also going to test you on other fundamental components of linguistics. These are concepts you may be less familiar with.

			Pragmatics

			Pragmatics is the study of social language: how people communicate with each other. When a four-year-old child pipes up in a supermarket, “Daddy, that lady is so old!” and over the father’s stammering apologies, the woman smiles and says, “It’s all right; he doesn’t know any better,” she’s right. It’s because the child’s pragmatic skills aren’t developed. Pragmatics covers all aspects of social communication, including these concepts.

			
					
					Appropriate use of language for a given situation. This is usually the first aspect to develop—knowing when and how to greet someone, to ask a question, to provide information.

				

					
					Varying use of language depending on the situation or the listener. When a child is sitting in his living room watching TV with his parents, and needs to use the bathroom, for him to say, “Be back in a minute,” would be fine. But if he’s in class and needs to go, he wouldn’t say that to the teacher; he’d ask permission.

				

					
					Understanding and using verbal and nonverbal signals, such as body language, facial expressions, volume, and tone.

				

			

			Phonology

			Phonology is the study of sounds and speech patterns: the distinctions between consonant and vowel sounds, and how they are combined to form words. Phonological development is the gradual process in which children develop adult speech patterns. In a child’s early speech, the way a word sounds in his brain isn’t usually what comes out of his mouth. That’s why you’ll hear small children say tar for car, hagger for hamburger, or babing suit for bathing suit. These deviations from adult speech are called phonological processes. When the patterns of pronunciation in a given language change over time, we call this phonological change. For example, if you were to hear somebody speaking English as it was pronounced in the middle ages, you would surely have a difficult time understanding what was said.

			Phonemes

			Phonemes are the smallest units of sound that convey meaning. When you divide words into individual phonemes, use slashes to identify them. Many of them are single letters.

			
					
					man: /m/ /a/ /n/

				

					
					zip: /z/ /i/ /p/

				

					
					get: /g/ /e/ /t/

				

			

			Some phonemes are letter combinations.

			
					
					lash: /l/ /a/ /sh/

				

					
					thin: /th/ /i/ /n/

				

					
					chop: /ch/ /o/ /p/

				

			

			You can figure out how to determine whether a pair of letters should be separated into two phonemes or kept as one by sounding the word out by each letter.

			
					
					jump: /j/ /u/ /m/ /p/

				

					
					play: /p/ /l/ /a/ /y/

				

					
					this: /th/ /i/ /s/

				

					
					ring: /r/ /i/ /ng/

				

					
					lick: /l/ /i/ /ck/

				

			

			In the first two words, the letter sounds don’t change when you say them separately. But read this aloud one letter at a time—/t/ /h/ /i/ /s/—and it changes the sound of the word. The same for ring. If you separate the last two letters, it might sound more like the “ng” in the word engine. And in the last word, the letters “ck” create one sound, “k,” which is how the phoneme is identified.

			Phonemic Awareness

			Phonemic awareness is the understanding that words can be divided into phonemes, and conversely, that phonemes can be blended together to form words. Phonemic awareness is widely considered to be crucial in early reading development. Kindergarten and first-grade teachers use activities like rhyming, clapping out syllables, and filling in missing letters in their instruction.

			Morphology

			Morphology is the study of units of meaning in language.

			Morphemes are the smallest units of meaning in words. It’s probably easiest to remember what you learned in school about word construction: root words, prefixes, suffixes, plurals, and verb tense. Dividing a word into morphemes means dividing it up into its most basic parts.

			One-morpheme words can have one or more syllables, but cannot be broken down into any smaller units of meaning.

			
					
					shirt

				

					
					love

				

					
					giraffe

				

			

			Other words can be broken down into two or more morphemes.

			
					
					hats: hat + s (2)

				

					
					unbreakable: un + break + able (3)

				

					
					systematically: system + atic + al + ly (4)

				

			

			The Alphabetic Principle

			
				The alphabetic principle, finally, goes back to the very beginning. It refers to the basic understanding of letter-sound awareness, which is the first step in learning to read. Most of it can be figured out with common sense, but you may run into a few particular terms.

			
					
					Alphabetic understanding is the understanding that in printed words, the letters, representing phonemes, are read left to right.

				

					
					A grapheme is the term for each of the individual letters and letter combinations that represent the same phoneme. For example, the phoneme /f/ can be represented by more than just the letter “f,” as in fly; it can also be represented by “ph” as in phone and “gh” as in cough.

				

					
					Orthography is the system of using symbols to represent sounds—in English, it is an alphabetic spelling system.

				

			

			SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

			Most of what we’ve already covered applies to learners of English both as a first and second language, but there are theories and concepts specifically related to English Language Learners (now referred to in education as ELL, not ESL) that you need to know. This should be basic review for anyone who’s been through a teacher credentialing program in California.

			Stages of Second Language Acquisition

			
				There are five generally accepted stages of second language acquisition.

			Preproduction

			
				The preproduction stage is also known as the silent period. During this stage, students observe, listen, absorb, and develop an understanding of up to 500 words, but may not speak for several months, or may communicate only with gestures and a few basic words.

			Early Production

			Early production occurs when students understand and can use approximately 1,000 words. They speak in one- to two-word phrases and can demonstrate understanding by answering simple (yes/no, either/or) questions. This stage can last up to six months after preproduction.

			Speech Emergence

			
				The speech emergence stage can last up to another year; by now, students have usually developed about 3,000 words and are beginning to speak in short sentences, ask simple questions, and engage in basic conversation.

			Intermediate Language Proficiency

			Intermediate language proficiency is also known as intermediate fluency. At this stage, students have a vocabulary of about 6,000 words. They understand more complex concepts and use longer and more detailed sentences when speaking and writing, though their English is punctuated by frequent grammatical errors. This stage may take up to a year.

			Advanced Language Proficiency

			Advanced language proficiency is also known as advanced fluency. It takes several years for students to reach this stage, but by this point, their English is comparable to their grade-level native English-speaking peers.

			Krashen’s Hypotheses

			
				Researcher and linguist Dr. Stephen Krashen is known for his second language acquisition theory, which is broken down into five hypotheses.
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				If you are interested in working with English language learners, check out our book Cracking the TOEFL.

			

			The Acquisition-Learning Distinction

			
				In Krashen’s acquisition-learning distinction, he differentiates the acquisition of language from the learning of language: acquisition occurs naturally and subconsciously, while learning is conscious and formal. According to Krashen, acquisition is more important than learning.

			The Natural Order Hypothesis

			
				Krashen’s natural order hypothesis is his belief that the acquisition of grammatical structures in a given language tends to follow a particular order. He does not, though, believe that this should be a basis for teaching grammar in that particular order.

			The Monitor Hypothesis

			
				Aptly named, a monitor is a learner’s internal editor—when a learner has enough time to edit, is focused on form, and knows the rule, the monitor edits the output. Krashen makes three distinctions:

			
					
					Monitor over-users try to always use their monitors, and end up so worried about correctness that they prevent fluency.

				

					
					Monitor under-users either have not consciously learned or choose not to use their conscious knowledge of the language.

				

					
					Optimal monitor users employ the monitor when it is appropriate and does not interfere with communication.

				

			

			The Input Hypothesis

			
				The input hypothesis is the idea that a language acquirer develops competency over time by gradually receiving input one level higher than the learner’s current level of competence. If a learner is said to be at level “i,” acquisition occurs when he or she receives second language input at “i + 1.”

			The Affective Filter Hypothesis

			
				Finally, Krashen believes that there are outside affective variables that play a role in second language acquisition, such as motivation and self-esteem (which should be high) and anxiety (which should be low). The affective filter can be likened to a brick wall: the higher the filter, the less acquisition will take place.

			BICS and CALP

			
				One last theory we’ll mention is Dr. Jim Cummins’s distinction between two types of language.

			BICS

			
				BICS stands for Basic Interpersonal Communications Skills. This generally refers to social or “playground” language, or low-risk academic language (simple yes/no questions, for example). Learners are socially surrounded and immersed in the second language, which makes it soak in faster—like holding a sponge under water—and they develop conversational fluency long before they develop academic fluency.

			CALP

			
				CALP stands for Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency, or academic fluency. If BICS is a small “social” sponge immersed in water, CALP is a giant “academic” sponge held under a trickling faucet. It takes several years for learners to acquire the technical and academic language needed to achieve academic proficiency.

			KEY TERMS

			
				syntax

				sentence

				clause

				independent clause

				subordinate clause (relative clause or dependent clause)

				phrase

				subject

				predicate

				declarative sentence

				imperative sentence

				interrogative sentence

				exclamatory sentence

				simple sentence

				compound sentence

				coordinating conjunction

				fanboys

				complex sentence

				subordinating conjunction

				compound-complex sentence

				spelling

				capitalization

				punctuation

				commas

				semicolons

				colons

				dashes

				parentheses

				apostrophes

				semantics

				etymology

				denotation

				connotation

				context clues

				diction

				homophone

				conventional usage

				pragmatics

				phonology

				phonological development

				phonological change

				phonemes

				phonemic awareness

				morphology

				morphemes

				alphabetic principle

				alphabetic understanding

				grapheme

				orthography

				second language acquisition

				preproduction

				early production

				speech emergence

				intermediate language proficiency (intermediate fluency)

				advanced language proficiency (advanced fluency)

				Dr. Stephen Krashen

				acquisition-learning distinction

				natural order hypothesis

				monitor

				monitor over-users

				monitor under-users

				optimal monitor users

				input hypothesis

				affective filter

				Dr. Jim Cummins

				Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS)

				Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP)

			

			Chapter 3 Drill

			Click here to download a PDF of Chapter 3 Drill.

			Answers and explanations can be found in the final section of this book, beginning on this page.

			
				1. What is generally considered a major flaw of the alphabetic principle?

				A. Children whose native language is not English have difficulty understanding it.

				B. Some children learn the alphabet earlier than others.

				C. Many letters and letter combinations have multiple sounds.

				D. It doesn’t take into account the meanings of words.

				2. Which of the following words contains exactly two morphemes?

				A. plant

				B. ankle

				C. speakers

				D. loaded

				3. In which word can you separate the consonant blend into two phonemes?

				A. laugh

				B. flow

				C. phone

				D. feather

				4. In which of the following sentences is the underlined word used correctly?

				A. He left her at the alter.

				B. Make sure you don’t altar the meaning of the sentence.

				C. Traffic was diverted around the site of the accident.

				D. The building cite was purchased by Donald Trump.

				5. Which of the following is a complex sentence?

				A. Jill played the game of her life, but the team still lost the championship.

				B. You can go out tonight as long as you’re home by ten.

				C. Why is Alaska not part of Canada?

				D. I’d hate to lose my scholarship; I’ll do anything to raise my grade so that I can stay in school.

			

			Summary

			
					
					Syntax is the study of structure and form, while semantics is the study of meaning.

				

					
					Pragmatics is the study of social language.

				

					
					Phonology is the study of sound and speech patterns: how letter sounds are combined to form words.

				

					
					Morphology is the study of units of meaning: how words are constructed.

				

					
					There are five stages of second language acquisition.

				

					
					Theories by researchers such as Dr. Stephen Krashen and Dr. Jim Cummins help us to understand how second language development occurs.

				

			


	
		
			Chapter 4

			Written and Non-written Communication

			HIGH STANDARDS

			Below is an excerpt from the content standards for English Language Arts, adopted by the California State Board of Education.

			
				1.0 Writing Strategies

				Students write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea. Their writing shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, editing successive versions).

				Organization and Focus

				1.1 Select a focus when writing.

				1.2 Use descriptive words when writing.

				2.0 Writing Applications

				(Genres and Their Characteristics)

				Students write compositions that describe and explain familiar objects, events, and experiences. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the drafting, research, and organizational strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

				Using the writing strategies of grade one outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:

				2.1 Write brief narratives (e.g., fictional, autobiographical) describing an experience.

				2.2 Write brief expository descriptions of a real object, person, place, or event, using sensory details.

			

			THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG

			Do you think trying to teach students how to write good sentences is going to be hard? Multiply that by 25, or 50, or 100, and welcome to the world of essays, oral presentations, and research reports! The CSET will test you on your preparedness to teach students how to communicate effectively on and off the page.

			Oh, and lest you think that you’ll escape the need for such depth of instruction if you plan to teach younger students, take a closer look at the guidelines above: they are excerpted from the content standards for first grade.

			THE WRITING PROCESS

			
				The writing process is not as simple as assigning an essay and collecting it on the due date. Students need to be taught how to write, and that’s your job.

			You’ll use a five-step process to help them learn: pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

			A sixth step, evaluating, is sometimes added.

			Pre-writing

			Pre-writing is what we used to call brainstorming. In addition to the old standard strategies of note-taking and outlining, teachers now employ a wide variety of techniques to guide students in gathering and developing ideas. Graphic organizers, or visual representations of ideas, are very effective. The type of graphic organizer depends on the purpose of the writing. Some examples of pre-writing activities are listed below.

			
					
					KWL refers to these questions: What do we know? What do we want to know? What have we learned? It is represented by a table with three columns. The first two sections of the chart—answering the first two questions—are filled in as a pre-writing activity, while the last section is completed later.

				

					
					A Venn diagram is a construction of overlapping circles, used in comparing and contrasting. For students in the lower grades, a two-circle (two-item) diagram is usually used, and it is sometimes extended to a three-circle diagram in the upper grades.

				

					
					Webbing is very popular in pre-writing. There are many different configurations that teachers and students may use, but the general purpose is to connect and categorize ideas.

				

					
					SQ3R is a systematic strategy for reading. The acronym stands for the five steps in the process: Survey (or Skim), Question, Read, Recall (or Recite), and Review.

				

			

			Here’s a web that a student might use to collect information about a character.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Drafting

			Drafting is the step in which students write first drafts. At this point, they just need to focus on getting their ideas down, without worrying about proper essay format or mechanical details.

			Revising

			
				Don’t get revising confused with editing, which we’ll talk about next. Revising is all about concepts and ideas. Students sometimes have to do two or three revisions, and often at least one of these revisions is done in peer groups or workshops. These are the types of things to look for in revising:

			
					
					thesis strength

				

					
					organization/flow

				

					
					topic sentences

				

					
					supporting sentences/evidence

				

					
					transitions between paragraphs

				

					
					introduction/conclusion

				

			

			Editing

			
				Once a student has a well-revised draft, it’s time to fix the errors, or start editing. As with revising, editing is sometimes done with classmates’ help. The following items should be checked and fixed:

			
					
					spelling

				

					
					capitalization

				

					
					punctuation

				

					
					sentence structure

				

					
					grammar

				

					
					word choice

				

			

			Publishing

			
				How publishing is handled is really up to the teacher. Some simply have students hand in their papers. Others have students make books out of their papers, with covers and illustrations. Some may “publish” student work on a teacher web page. The point of this step is to give the students a sense of completion and pride in their work.

			CSET questions about the writing process often come in the form of a paragraph, with one or more questions about the way it is written. That can mean anything from identifying mechanical errors to reorganizing the paragraph to make it flow better. Here’s an example.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Read the following draft of an introduction by a fifth grader; then answer the two questions that follow.

			
				1I’ve loved hockey for as long as I can remember. 2However, I’m not sure exactly how I turned out to be a hockey fan. 3My father was always a big football fan, my mom loves baseball. 4And my brothers and sisters don’t like hockey, either.

				1. Which sentence has a punctuation error?

				A. Sentence 1

				B. Sentence 2

				C. Sentence 3

				D. Sentence 4

				2. Based on what this student has written so far, which of the following sentences would be the best thesis statement?

				A. My favorite team is the Detroit Red Wings.

				B. For many reasons, I think hockey is the best sport there is.

				C. A lot of my friends love hockey as much as I do.

				D. I hope to become a professional hockey player someday.

			

			Here’s How to Crack It

			
				The first question is a simple editing question, and it’s asking you strictly for punctuation, so focus on that instead of any other issues you see with the sentences. As is, the only sentence with a punctuation error is (C), sentence 3, which has a comma splice—a comma separating two independent clauses without one of the fanboys. The second question seems more subjective, but remember that a correct answer is somewhere in there—it’s not just

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			NON-WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

			
			Oral Presentations

			
			Recitation

			
			Narrative Presentation

			
			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

			Persuasive Speech

			
			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

			Response to Literature

			
			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

			Research Report

			
			Presentation Components
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			Here’s How to Crack It
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			RESEARCH STRATEGIES

			
			Preparation

			
			Determine the Topic

			
			Outline the Main Points

			
			Identify Resources

			
			Interpreting Research

			
			
			Primary Sources

			
			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

			Secondary Sources

			
			
					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

					
					
				

			

			Citing Sources

			
			
			
			Book by One Author

			
			
			Short Work from a Website

			
			
			Journal Article in Print
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			Here’s How to Crack It
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