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Laurence Peters  is a global educator—he passionately believes that we need to help our students achieve a “global perspective” in their studies—one that does not come from learning about the world second hand but can be significantly enhanced by personal communication that todays’s Web 2.0 helps facilitate. His latest book (Global Education: Using Technology to Bring the World to Your Students) to be published by ISTE August 2009, is one large step in this direction. The book provides the essential standards based rationales as to why the global dimension needs to be a central part of how and what we teach in today’s classrooms.

Laurence was born in London, England in 1952. He studied at the University of Sussex, where he received a BA degree in English Literature in 1974. He received his MA (Educ) degree in the Theory and Practice of English Teaching from the University of London, Institute of Education (1978) and a Ph..D from the University of Michigan. After writing and teaching he gained a Law Degree from the University of Maryland in 1986 and became counsel to the Subcommittee on Select Education & Civil Rights for the US House of Representatives (1986-1993) before serving as Senior Policy Advisor to the US Department of Education (1993-2001). Subsequently Peters directed the Mid-Atlantic Regional Technology in Education Consortium (MAR*TEC) working with five states, (Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Washington DC and New Jersey) to assist their efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. His book Global Education: Using Technology to Bring the World to Your Students (ISTE) 2009 is currently adopted in many graduate level programs including the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) where he has served as an adjunct lecturer and consultant. He currently serves as Vice President of the National Education Foundation. He is married with three children.

Note to Parents and Teachers: Why I Wrote This Book

Why did I write this book? First because the news headlines concerning the future can make young people especially if not the rest of us feel gloomy and  even despondent about the future. Young people in particular find it harder to separate off their own futures from the general gloom.  While a gifted environmental science or social science teacher can give them a perspective on topics like global warming and the many calamities to come, too often the discussion is framed far too abstractly. I wrote this book because students need and want to comprehend their own role and place in this unfolding drama. Without understanding their own sense of agency students can all too often feel depressed and tune out. But how do students gain this sense of agency? In my view it is through understanding people like themselves acting in the world and working to realize their own goals and following their own core values.

My second reason for writing is that for a while now I have been frustrated by the gap between the rhetoric applied to various school reform initiatives and the reality. The rhetoric of why we must change our traditional teacher and text book centered classrooms and embrace more global realities has been in place at least since the cold war ended in the 1980s if not before. Yet despite the introduction of computers that can link any classroom to anywhere around the world, we have been relatively slow in using technology to exploring our global identities, preferring the safety and security of  our  still quite insular textbooks and the traditional approaches to the curriculum that they so often favor. The latest effort to push schools towards less nationalistic approaches, the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) view global awareness as an essential feature of college and career readiness. But despite their explicit call for students to learn about global cultures and histories using texts from across genres, eras, and world regions, we cannot be optimistic that this latest initiative will make a difference. For one thing, the words are far too general and the lack of real conviction behind these phrases is evident by the fact that the Common Core resources that have been provided by the publishers or the CCSS developers themselves do not include an international dimension. 

A third and final reason for writing this book is my deep conviction that if we are truly to survive as a species we will need to be able to exhibit a new ethic of cooperation and collaboration that can surmount race and nationality. Young people I have met instinctively understand this and yet in their classrooms they are not shown enough people who may not look like them or sound like them who also want to make a difference on behalf of our common humanity. As the world gets smaller and we all get connected on Facebook and other social networks, we need to do more to show our young people the ways they can make a difference by using their voices to affect positive change in the world. 

Preface

Will the world end in fire or ice? Will it still be spinning around with our grand children and great grandchildren on board in another hundred or two hundred years?  Some of the predictions  coming from the world’s  top scientists suggest that the odds for man’s survival may have shortened. Not surprisingly, our infotainment media does its best  to keep the pessimism at bay and avoids extended discussions of global warming. 

Young people have a way of finding out the reality and as a consequence we are finding a striking rise in adolescent depression as many begin to realize that adults have so far done very little to wean the planet off destructive carbon fuels and a culture of consumption that fuels our disposable society. But  depression and its cousin apathy need not be the default mechanism that allows the next generation to descend into the same fatalistic attitude of their parents.

This book is focused on middle and high school students who are looking to be inspired and are tired of feeling powerless.  I believe personal stories of children who have already done some amazing things with their short  lives so far is the way to inspire change.  One of my great heroes, the teacher and writer Jonathan Kozol may have said it best in the following quote, “I always want to tell these young idealists that the world is not as dangerous as many in the older generation want them to believe...The [people] for whom I feel the greatest sadness are the ones who choke on their beliefs, who never act on their ideals, who never know the state of struggle in a decent cause, and never know the thrill of even partial victories.” To those who want to feel the thrill of at least a partial victory and to my children, this book is dedicated.
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One of my favorite stories growing up was the one by Hans Christen Anderson it is called The Emperors’ Invisible Clothes. It left a lasting impression because the child was the one who saw through the adult game.   
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The story as you will remember involves two clever tailors who come to town promising they could weave the Emperor a fabulous suit of clothes and were only visible to those who pure in heart and spirit. The Emperor was so impressed with their presentation that he ordered they work on producing him a suit of clothes immediately. They pretended to work on their looms and invited the ministers to view the wonderful fabrics and they all reported back that the clothes were magnificent. The Emperor was at first shocked when he saw the new suit of clothes but went along with the game. The people too clapped as the Emperor appeared in public naked afraid theat they would not be perceived as pure of heart.  It took a child to burst the bubble when he cried out that the Emperor was naked. The tailors were really scam artists who took advantage of a very human trait that we would prefer to go along with the crowd for fear of appearing out of step and risk being mocked by them. Only the child who had not been schooled in the game.

We all want to get along  and one of the ways we get along is by forcing ourselves sometimes to not say anything in situations where we would draw attention to ourselves. Some of this is healthy behavior. We may be unsure of what we are watching or reading and we don’t want to reveal our lack of understanding. But many times this is not healthy behavior and many times we prefer to deny what we are seeing in front of our eyes or go along with the crowd.  It takes tremendous amounts of courage to stand up and argue why a situation is not right and why we need to change it. Truth is sometimes unpleasant and difficult for people to accept.  But Kings often knew that if they were to rule effectively they needed to be told the truth and not carefully varnished lies—that is why they often employed the Fool. 

The fool was the person who performed the job of truth teller in the court.  A fool might be consulted by a king as to whether to go to war and receive as the Duke of Austria, Lepold the Pious, did in 1386 the wise insight “You fools, you’re all debating how to get into the country, but none of you have thought how you’re going to get out again.” (Beatrice Otto, Fools Are Everywhere, 2001). Of course the king did not listen and at least 2,000 were killed.

The risks of standing up are huge. Think of Oliver Twist asking for more in that dreadful work house where they ration the gruel to the bare minimum
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