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I dedicate this book to my late, beloved father, Lyle E. Jeffrey, who went to his reward in heaven two years ago. From the time I was eight years of age, my father discussed prophecy with me, and we spent many hours discussing world events in light of ancient prophecies. My father inspired a lifelong fascination with the truths of the Bible’s teaching about the events that will occur during the final years leading to the return of the Messiah and the setting up of His kingdom on earth.


[image: image]


This book explores the Bible’s prophecies relating to the greatest challenge in many centuries, a challenge that now confronts Western civilization. Extremist Islamists are determined to destroy our civilization and our political and religious freedoms. The Bible’s prophecies have much to tell us about this challenge and what the future holds.



Introduction

The Next World War

The threat of world war is nothing new. In the last century, more than eighty-three million people were slaughtered in two world wars.1 The duration and reach of these wars—not to mention their unprecedented levels of violence and destruction—were so great that they impacted the lives of billions of people in more than one hundred nations.

Armed conflict continued to break out after World War II, of course. But compared to the devastation of the two world wars, we have enjoyed six decades of relative peace. That is, until now. The events of September 11, 2001, and the ongoing insurgencies in Iraq and Afghanistan represent just two of the more dramatic fronts of the new world war—the one that is unfolding all around us.

A dedicated group of more than one hundred thousand Islamic terrorists has declared all-out war against the West, specifically against Christians and Jews. It is no exaggeration to call the ongoing conflict between extremist Islam and the West the next world war, because it involves almost every nation on earth. Terrorists are committed to using every method of attack at their disposal: suicide bombings, assassinations, and a variety of military operations, as well as computer attacks. They will attempt to disrupt computer systems that control vital communications linking Western banks, stock exchanges, and governments. We are vulnerable to computer viruses, including worms and logic bombs that can cripple essential systems for days, causing massive economic losses. And, of course, there is the chilling prospect that terrorists are on the verge of utilizing weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

The strategic goal of Islamic terrorists is nothing less than the annihilation of Judeo-Christian Western civilization. Although a great deal of the escalating conflict fails to attract media attention and thus occurs “in the shadows,” virtually every nation on earth has marshaled its military, police forces, and intelligence agencies to counter this unprecedented threat.

Everything we value—our freedoms and our way of life—is under attack by Muslim extremists. Led by Osama bin Laden’s al Qaeda network, these terrorists have dedicated themselves to the destruction of Christians, Jews (especially those in the State of Israel), and all other non-Muslims. The extremists make up a tiny percentage of the 1.2 billion Muslims worldwide. The vast majority are not at war with the West, and they reject al Qaeda’s terrorist ideology and tactics. However, as a result of relentless, extremist Islamic teaching in mosques worldwide during the last two decades,2 millions of young Islamic men in both the East and the West have embraced an ideology that calls for war to the death against all non-Muslims.

But it doesn’t stop there. Even moderate Muslims find themselves in al Qaeda’s cross hairs simply for refusing to support the global jihad. In the eyes of extremist Islam, refusing to join the jihad is evidence of a person’s apostasy from the original teachings of Muhammad.

In the chapters that follow, we will explore who the terrorists are and why they hate the Western way of life. We will look at their motives, goals, and strategies. We will explore the evidence that al Qaeda plans to defeat Christianity and replace it with a global Islamic dictatorship. As we look at current developments, we also will examine the history of Islamic jihad against the West and the biblical prophecies that warn of an overwhelming Islamic invasion of Israel. This full-scale military invasion will involve forces from Arab and North African nations, Iran, and Russia.

The popular Western view of Islam is that, given enough time, even the most radical elements will decide to coexist peacefully with their enemies. We hear this view set forth in the news media and in countless political speeches. History tells the story of fourteen hundred years of violent encounters between Muslims and their non-Muslim (and even some Muslim) neighbors. But despite the testimony of history and the Koran’s fundamental teaching of “holy war,” or jihad, many Western commentators prefer to imagine that if we insist on seeing Islam as a peaceful religion, it will tend to behave as one.

History shows that from the time Islam was first taught by Muhammad the prophet, it was believed that the new faith was destined to conquer and supplant all other religions. The prophet proclaimed his new faith of conquest and submission to Allah with the Koran in one hand and a sword in the other. Jihad has as its primary goal the Islamic domination of the entire world.

Given the central importance of jihad to Islam, the Western view that it is somehow possible to assimilate extreme Islam into the worldwide democratic system is completely unrealistic. The current manifestations of holy war are not an aberration of modern Islam that arose over the last few decades. Rather, jihad represents the core goal of fundamentalist Islam through the past fourteen centuries. Jihad is how Muhammad and his successors gained control of portions of Spain, northern Africa, and the Middle East during the first hundred years of Islam’s existence. While it’s true that many Islamic communities downplayed or ignored the goal of jihad when they were militarily weak, the holy-war mandate remains a core doctrine of Islam. All that is needed to fuel jihad are the right circumstances and the rise of motivated leaders. The Islamic revolution in Iran in 1979 gave rise to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, and Osama bin Laden rose to leadership in the 1980s.

Muslim scholar Bassam Tibi has written: “Muslims are religiously obliged to disseminate the Islamic faith throughout the world…. If non-Muslims submit to conversion or subjugation, this call can be pursued peacefully. If they do not, Muslims are obliged to wage war against them.”3 The unfortunate truth is that global peace, according to Islamic teaching, can be “reached only with the conversion or submission of all mankind to Islam.”4

Citizens of the West and all other people who cherish religious freedom, political freedom, and basic liberties need to realize that extremists have already launched a world war to achieve a global totalitarian Islamic government. They are dedicated to our destruction.

Strangely, in the language of Islam, Muslims do not consider their violent attacks on Israel and the West as aggressive war (harb in Arabic) but choose to regard such attacks as simply Muslims defending their faith. Muslims use the term harb to describe any military action taken by non-Muslims against Muslims. In contrast, Islam regards military or terrorist attacks against non-Muslims merely as acts of “opening” the rest of the world to Islam. Those who resist Islamic forces are considered the moral cause of war, and, as such, they must bear the responsibility for the violent struggle. This is the equivalent of a mugger assigning guilt to his victim for daring to use physical force to defend his life and property.

All non-Muslims and all non-Islamic nations, merely by existing, are considered to be at war against Islam. Muslims refer to the non-Muslim world as the dar ul-harb, the “world of war.” When Muslims wage jihad, they believe they are bringing about the peace of global Islam. By that definition, whatever Muslims do is an act of peace, and whatever non-Muslims do is an act of war. This helps explain why even moderate Muslims in the West seldom admit that Muslim terrorists are actually terrorists. This dichotomized view of violence makes it almost impossible for Muslims to engage in fair peace negotiations with non-Muslims. Anyone who closely studies Palestinian and Israeli peace negotiations will recognize this problem.

History demonstrates that even a centuries-long era of Muslim military weakness did not destroy the deep-seated desire for violent jihad. Muslim scholar C. Snouck Hurgronje wrote during World War I, “Even if they admit the improbability [of world conquest] at present, they are comforted and encouraged by the recollection of the lengthy period of humiliation that the Prophet himself had to suffer before Allah bestowed victory upon his arms.”5

The West and its allies, including many moderate Muslim governments, have the military, intelligence, and financial resources to defeat this deadly threat. In the chapters that follow, we will look at the many biblical prophecies that reveal why and how the West will win the next world war.

As serious as the threat is, God is far stronger than our enemies. Prophecy from both the Old and New Testaments reveals that extreme Islam is playing a significant role in the unfolding of events that God foretold more than two thousand years ago. Every newspaper headline that tells of yet another act of terrorism is an indirect reference to the buildup of violence that will lead to a decisive military showdown between Israel and her enemies.

There is a growing fascination with biblical prophecies regarding the events that will transpire in the last days. As we read prophecy, we realize that the things that are happening today and the things that are about to happen have eternal meaning. The primary reason I present my research is to help people recognize Jesus Christ’s imminent return. So I encourage you to give this book to friends and family who have not yet placed their faith in Jesus Christ.

I also hope this book will serve as a useful tool to help you witness effectively to others. The growing political-military crisis in the Middle East raises important questions in the minds of people who don’t know God. I trust this book will increase your confidence to share your faith with others during the challenging days that lie ahead. Jesus Christ is the only true security in an uncertain world.





PART I
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THE ANCIENT BEGINNING OF THE LAST DAYS

Genesis and the Future

Many historians point to 1948 and the founding of the modern State of Israel as the development that triggered the current escalation of violence in the Middle East. But students of prophecy know that the enmity between Jews and Arabs predates by millenniums even the birth of Islam. Both Jews and Arabs are descendants of Abraham, and God prophesied in Genesis that Ishmael and Isaac and their descendants would live in conflict.

In the first section of this book, we will look at the ancient origins of enmity between Ishmael and Isaac and, by extension, between the nations that today represent their descendants. We also will look at the birth of the modern Jewish state, the 1948 flash point that gave new impetus to violent clashes in the Middle East. And finally, at the end of part 1, we will look at amazing prophecies contained in the Muslim scriptures, which foretell an astounding victory of Israel over its Muslim enemies.







1

THE ROOTS OF ARAB MUSLIM HATRED

Enmity Between Ishmael and Isaac Has Come Home to Roost

The most dangerous threat facing the modern world has its origins in a four-thousand-year-old conflict between two half brothers. The ancient blood feud between Ishmael and Isaac is now being played out on the world stage. God told His people thousands of years ago that there would be an implacable hatred between the sons of Abraham. Ishmael, the son of the Egyptian Hagar, would burn with enmity toward his brother, Isaac, the son of Sarah and the ancestor of the Jewish people.

Millenniums of hatred are now culminating in the violent dispute involving the Palestinians and their Arab brethren against their Jewish neighbors. As we look closely at the origins of this war, we will gain greater understanding of how God has set the stage for the final resolution of this struggle in the events of the last days.

TWO BROTHERS—THE ROOT OF ENMITY

The patriarch Abraham is the father of the two great Semitic peoples who have contested the land of Israel and the surrounding territory for much of recorded history. God promised Abraham that He would give him so many descendants they could not possibly be numbered. God declared, “And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered” (Genesis 13:16). However, Abraham and his wife, Sarah, were far beyond the normal age of childbearing. Sarah laughed when the Lord promised her a son because her ability to reproduce had long since ceased.

When the fulfillment of God’s promise seemed to be delayed, Abraham and Sarah decided to use Sarah’s Egyptian handmaiden, Hagar, in an ancient custom. Abraham had sexual relations with Hagar in order to father a son who could make God’s promise possible. Hagar gave birth to Ishmael, and when Ishmael had grown into a young man, God fulfilled His earlier prophecy, and Sarah gave birth to the promised “seed,” Isaac. Sarah resented Ishmael as a potential threat to Isaac’s standing as Abraham’s heir, so a bitter rivalry arose between Sarah and Hagar. Sarah convinced Abraham to exile Hagar and Ishmael from their settlement. However, God provided for the needs of Hagar and her son and declared that He would raise up twelve great nations from Ishmael’s descendants.

The Lord also prophesied that Ishmael would be a violent man who would be in constant conflict with his brethren (see Genesis 16:12). The history of the last forty centuries has borne out this prophecy. Whenever Israel was defeated by her many enemies, her Arab neighbors would join in the attack and take advantage of her weakness. In tragic fulfillment of King David’s prophecy in Psalm 83, the Arab nations surrounding Israel have joined in a bitter confederacy with the intention of removing Israel from the region.

In the Middle East, tradition requires that revenge for some ancient crime by an enemy tribe must be pursued by the descendants of the aggrieved tribe even if decades or centuries have passed. The Arabs have a saying that illustrates this tradition: “The Arab got his revenge—fifty years later.” An Arab friend once discussed this prevailing desire for revenge and quoted a familiar saying: “Revenge is a dish best served cold.”1 Recognizing the intense and lasting demand for revenge helps explain why it is so difficult to negotiate true peace between the Arabs and the Jews.

In Genesis 16, God described Ishmael, the father of the Arabs:


And the angel of the LORD said unto [Hagar], Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. (verses 11–12)


Ishmael would be an enemy to his neighbors, and his neighbors would be at enmity with him. But God also promised to bless Ishmael through his descendants. God would ultimately provide the Arabs with an inheritance in the Promised Land that would be ruled by the seed of Isaac under the Messiah, Jesus Christ (see Ezekiel 47:22–23).

God also prophesied in Genesis 17 that He would bless Ishmael: “And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation” (verse 20).

IDENTIFYING THE ENEMY NATIONS

The Lord told Hagar that her son “will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him” (Genesis 16:12). Tragically, this prophecy has been fulfilled in the thousands of years of hatred between the Arabs and the Jews. The apostle Paul illustrated this age-old hatred in his letter to the Galatians: “But as then he that was born after the flesh [the Arabs] persecuted him that was born after the Spirit [the Jews], even so it is now” (Galatians 4:29). The Arab peoples lived as nomads; they never set up an independent nation or established a capital in the land of Israel.

It is interesting to note that although Egypt is typically considered an Arab nation, it is not. As Max Dimont observed in his excellent book Jews, God, and History, “Strictly speaking, Egypt…is not an Arab nation, though 90 percent of its people follow the Moslem faith and speak Arabic. The vast majority of today’s Egyptians are of Hamitic descent [or descendants of Noah’s son Ham], with the Arab Bedouins composing the largest minority group. Only a small minority, the Copts, are true descendants of the ancient Egyptians.”2

In addition to the Arabs descended from the Ishmaelites, the Bible describes other related groups that will rise up in the last days as enemies of Israel. In particular, the Scriptures describe an alliance of Islamic nations that will come against Israel after the Jewish exiles return to the land. Three thousand years ago David prophesied that these nations would form a confederacy against Israel:


They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: the tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. (Psalm 83:4–8)


This ancient list of nations is fascinating, as it enumerates almost all the modern Islamic nations (identified in parentheses below) that oppose Israel’s existence:

Edom—from Esau, the brother of Jacob (Jordan)

Ishmaelites—descended from Ishmael, son of Hagar (the Arabs)

Moab—son of Lot (Jordan east of the Dead Sea)

Hagarenes—descended from one of the twelve sons of Hagar

Gebal—ancient Byblus (north of Beirut)

Ammon—son of Lot (capital of Jordan)

Amalek—descended from Esau (southern Jordan)

Philistines—from Ham (throughout Palestine, Syria)

Tyre—a Phoenician city (Lebanon)

Assur—founded Assyria (Iraq and Iran)

Children of Lot—Moab and Ammon (Jordan)

Ezekiel referred to this coming conflict in Ezekiel 38, where he named additional Islamic allies including Iran (ancient Persia), the Islamic nations of North Africa, and the military leadership of Russia. (This fascinating prophecy is examined in detail in chapter 12 of this book.) Ezekiel was given a great vision that included the Arab hatred of Israel, Israel’s exile from the Promised Land, and her final miraculous return from the valley of dry bones in the last days before the return of the Messiah. In Ezekiel 35, significantly placed near the prophecy of the restoration of the captives, the Lord describes His coming judgment against the Arab nations (including Edom, or Mount Seir, which is in present-day Jordan) because of their centuries-old hatred of the Jews.

In a prophetic vision, Ezekiel saw the events of the last days. The Jews would return to the Promised Land and would find themselves violently opposed by the surrounding Arab nations, which would demonstrate a “perpetual hatred” that would motivate them to “shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity” (Ezekiel 35:5).

The prophet Ezekiel wrote these words twenty-five centuries ago:


Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against mount Seir, and prophesy against it, and say unto it, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O mount Seir, I am against thee, and I will stretch out mine hand against thee, and I will make thee most desolate. I will lay thy cities waste, and thou shalt be desolate, and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end:…

Because thou hast said, These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will possess it; whereas the LORD was there. (Ezekiel 35:1–5, 10)


The “two countries” refers to Israel and Judah, the two parts of the divided kingdom of Israel after the reign of King Solomon. Although Jordan is at present an ally of the West in the war against terrorism, its underlying anti-Semitism has motivated Jordan in the past to join in repeated wars against Israel, and the same thing will happen again. Ezekiel prophesied that Jordan will join the confederacy against Israel.

THE ARAB-ISLAMIC CONSPIRACY TO DESTROY ISRAEL

Satan hates Israel because the Jews are the seed of promise and have been the recipients and preservers of the sacred Word of God for all humanity. From the beginning, Satan has stirred Ishmael’s descendants to bitterly hate and to kill the Jews.

The Word of God prophesies that in the final days, the seed of Ishmael will join with a number of allies, including Russia, in an attempt to destroy the people of God before the Messiah returns. Despite the size of their armies and the advantages of Russian military technology, the soldiers of Gog and Magog will be destroyed (see Ezekiel 38–39). King David prophesied that God will supernaturally intervene to save Israel. God has promised to destroy all those who seek to conquer “the houses of God” in the land of the Jews (see Psalm 83:12).

The genocidal hatred that seeks the total destruction of the Jews stands alone in the history of national conflicts. Throughout history, when a nation or group lost a battle or a war, they surrendered cities, territory, treasure, and legal rights. However, the Arab and Palestinian leadership have repeatedly declared they will annihilate every Jewish man, woman, and child if they ever defeat Israel in battle. The history of Arab massacres of Israeli soldiers and civilians who have surrendered to them confirms that their threats of genocide are not verbal exaggerations but rather their policy and practice.

Ezekiel received a prophecy regarding the future conflict during the last days when the Arabs will join a tremendous, multinational, Islamic invasion force led by Russia (or ancient Magog; see Ezekiel 38:1–4) and composed primarily of Arabs and soldiers from other Islamic nations.


Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee. (Ezekiel 38:5–6)


In chapter 12 of this book we will examine in detail Ezekiel’s prophecy of God’s supernatural destruction of the invading armies by fire, plague, earthquake, and madness. For now, however, take note of the following passage, which describes the international response to these remarkable supernatural inerventions:


Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD. (Ezekiel 38:23)


God’s supernatural deliverance of Israel will cause all people throughout the earth to recognize His supremacy (see also Psalm 83:18).

GOD’S PROMISE OF PROTECTION

God has made it clear that He will preserve His chosen people. Despite all the warnings and prophecies about judgment for Israel’s disobedience, God has said repeatedly that He will prosper and protect His people. His unshakeable promise is “I will give peace in the land.”


Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go through your land. (Leviticus 26:2–6)


The Lord promises to bless His people with rain, fertility, and prosperity. He assures them that finally they will enjoy peace and prosperity forever.

God’s Eternal Covenant with the Jews

Despite the centuries of spiritual rebellion and unbelief by the majority of the Jewish people, God has solemnly promised that His covenant with Israel is as unbreakable as His covenant to continue providing day and night and the seasons.


And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season; then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. (Jeremiah 33:19–21)

God Promises Reconciliation

When Jesus finally establishes His kingdom, He will remove the enmity from the hearts of both Arabs and Jews. Then He will reconcile the sons of Abraham, and they will live at peace in the Holy Land.


And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that sojourn among you, which shall beget children among you: and they shall be unto you as born in the country among the children of Israel; they shall have inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that in what tribe the stranger sojourn-eth, there shall ye give him his inheritance, saith the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 47:22–23)


Ezekiel reveals that the Promised Land (from the Mediterranean Sea to the Euphrates River) will be allocated in east-west strips to each of the twelve tribes of the restored Israel. However, the Arabs (the “strangers”) will also receive their inheritance of land within Israel.

Finally, with the hatred and desire for revenge supernaturally eliminated from the hearts of both Arabs and Jews, the Middle East and the entire world will know true, lasting peace after the victory of Jesus Christ at Armageddon. Then Christ will establish His eternal kingdom as He rules the earth from the throne of David in Jerusalem.

CURRENT ENMITY BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND JEWS

Until the prophecies come to pass, the bitter hatred that burned in the hearts of Hagar and her son, Ishmael, because of their forced exile from the tent of Abraham and Sarah, still burns in the hearts of most Muslim Arabs. The ancient hatred of Jews was at a low ebb when Muhammad launched his new religion in 622. However, when the Jews around Mecca refused to abandon their faith and submit to Islam, Muhammad declared that the Jews were the enemies of Allah and initiated warfare to force them to submit to Islam or die.

Since that moment, the sons of Ishmael have remained committed to achieving victory over the Jews whenever they encounter them. Since 1948 and the rebirth of Israel, the ancient hatred has been aroused. However, the Arab nations surrounding Israel—and the Palestinians who live within the Jewish state or in the West Bank and Gaza—know they cannot overcome Israel militarily. In addition to superiority in military technology, Israel has the advantage with its powerful army, air force, and navy. Further, Israel possesses at least three hundred nuclear warheads as well as a number of highly secret electronic weapons.3

Israel’s enemies realize that only a full Islamic confederation, together with the advanced military technology of the Russian army and its millions of well-trained troops, would enable the Arab nations to obtain their dream: the conquest of Jerusalem and the elimination of the Jews from the Middle East. In chapter 12 of this book we will examine plans and preparations for the coming Russo-Islamic invasion of Israel.

DOES ISRAEL HAVE A LEGITIMATE CLAIM TO THE LAND?

When the modern State of Israel was founded, the surrounding Arab nations argued that the Jews had no legitimate claim to the land. But the Koran states otherwise. Although Islam’s holy book and various Muslim commentaries contain numerous condemnations of the Jews and their faith, it is fascinating to note a number of significant passages (suras) in the Koran where Muhammad declares that God granted the Jewish people full possession of the land of Israel.


Call to mind when Moses said unto his people, O my people, remember the favor of GOD towards you, since he hath appointed prophets among you, and constituted you kings, and bestowed on you what he hath given to no other nation in the world.

O my people, enter the holy land, which GOD hath decreed you, and turn not your backs, lest ye be subverted and perish. (Sura 5:20–21)


This passage declares that the land known as Palestine was given to Israel by God and not to any other people. Specifically, the Koran affirms to Israel that God “constituted you kings, and bestowed on you what he hath given to no other nation in the world.” This remarkable statement is reinforced and confirmed in several other Koranic passages, including Sura 7:137–38 and Sura 17:104:


And we caused the people who had been rendered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the earth and the western parts thereof, which we blessed with fertility; and the gracious word of thy LORD was fulfilled on the children of Israel, for that they had endured with patience: and we destroyed the structures which Pharaoh and his people had made, and that which they had erected.

And we caused the children of Israel to pass through the sea, and they came unto a people who gave themselves up to the worship of their idols, and they said, O Moses, make us a god, in like manner as these people have gods. (Sura 7:137–38)


And we said unto the children of Israel, after his destruction, Dwell ye in the land: and when the promise of the next life shall come to be fulfilled. (Sura 17:104)


The Koran clearly declares that Allah chose and blessed the Jewish people “and bestowed on you what he hath given to no other nation in the world” (Sura 5:20). In another extraordinary statement, in Sura 45:16, we find these words: “We gave unto the children of Israel the book of
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