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DELAWARE
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Admitted

December 7, 1787

Nicknames

“First State”

“Blue Hen State”

“Diamond State”

“Small Wonder State”

Motto

“Liberty and Independence”



Delaware has a rich history and strong ties to the roots of our nation. Henry Hudson is credited with discovering the “First State” in 1609, when he sailed into Delaware Bay under the flag of the Dutch East India Company. One year later, Captain Samuel Argall of Virginia honored his colony’s governor, Baron De La Warr, by naming the bay, the river, and even a tribe of local Native Americans after him. Soon thereafter, De La Warr became Delaware.

Although only one battle of the American Revolutionary War took place on Delaware soil, it was at the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge that the American flag, featuring thirteen stars for thirteen colonies, was flown for the first time. This was on September 3, 1777, ten years before Delaware would become the first state to sign the United States Constitution.

December 7, 1787, is another important date in our nation’s history. Until that day, the federal government had been using the Articles of Confederation as a governmental guideline; they had yet to establish a balance of authority with the states. This balance, called “federalism,” would soon be in place. In the summer of 1787, the Constitutional Convention had met in Philadelphia and agreed that, upon completion of the final draft of the Constitution, nine of the thirteen states would have to ratify the document before it could become official. Delaware was the first to do so, on December 7. This is why Delaware is often referred to as the “First State,” and why the date December 7, 1787, appears prominently on its flag.

Delaware has three other nicknames. The “Blue Hen State” is a reference to the state bird and the roots of the name can be found in cockfights that took place during the American Revolutionary War. Soldiers from Kent County, fighting under Captain Jonathan Caldwell, brought the birds along for entertainment and subsequently earned the nickname. Legend also says that soldiers from the Delaware 1st Regiment were as ferocious as these fighting blue hens on the battlefield. Delawareans certainly celebrate their state bird with pride. Athletic teams from the University of Delaware display the name “Blue Hens” on their uniforms, and it is actually state law, outlined in Delaware Code Section 307, that the floor stand (or base) of the governor’s flagpole be molded in the shape of a blue hen.

Thomas Jefferson once compared Delaware to a diamond. His reason: the state is small but very valuable. This explains another of Delaware’s nicknames, the “Diamond State,” as well as the presence of a diamond crest in the center of the state’s flag. The diamond is buff, a goldish-beige that goes handsomely with the colonial blue (referred to by flag-makers as arno blue) field that makes up the flag’s background. Buff and blue represent the colors of General George Washington’s uniform as seen in an illustration in a United States Army publication.

The state’s newest nickname is the “Small Wonder State.” Delaware is one of the smallest states in the Union, both in population and in size. Upon completion of the 2000 census, Delaware’s population was determined to be only 783,600 people. Delaware is so small that it is divided into just three counties. This makes for interesting politics, as the votes of each resident really do count.


Delaware’s official insect is the ladybug. These beetles are helpful in the garden, where they consume large quantities of aphids, or plant-eating bugs. This might be why people consider them to be good luck.



Since ratifying the Delaware constitution in 1792, residents of the state have fought to defend freedom. The state song, “Our Delaware,” ends with these words: “Liberty and Independence we will guard with loyal care/And hold fast to freedom’s presence in our home state of Delaware.” And so the phrase “Liberty and Independence” appears on the flag beneath the state seal. The symbols on the seal include a farmer with a hoe, representing the state’s agricultural tradition, and a militiaman with a rifle, representing the role of citizens in defending freedom. Also present on the seal are a ship for coastal commerce and the shipbuilding industry, a sheaf of wheat and corn in another nod to agriculture, an ox for animal husbandry, and water representing the Delaware River.


Delaware’s most-populated city is Dover, and just north of downtown, NASCAR fans can watch races at the Dover International Speedway. The track’s nickname is the Monster Mile, and upon arrival, people are greeted by the “Monster Monument,” a forty-six-foot-tall statue of a monster with a full-sized stock car in hand.



The words “Liberty and Independence” were important enough to Delawareans that they chose them as the state’s motto. This motto, approved by the General Assembly in 1847, was borrowed from the Society of the Cincinnati, an organization of people whose ancestors fought in the American Revolutionary War. The General Assembly adopted the current flag of Delaware, complete with date, diamond, and crest, on July 24, 1913.

Because Delaware was the first state to ratify the United States Constitution, the state’s representatives get the honor of first position (i.e. the best seat in the house!) at important events such as the presidential inauguration. It is no surprise then that that important December date appears on the flag. Delawareans have every reason to be proud of their place in the history of the United States.


As of May 30, 2023, Delaware has a new state dog. Whereas for the past seven years, it had been the golden retriever (a wonderful pooch, for sure), now it is the rescue dog. State senator Jack Walsh sponsored the bill and, according to statesymbolsusa.org, said that he “chose the rescue dog as the state dog because he wanted to raise awareness of the importance of adopting animals from shelters and rescue organizations.”
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PENNSYLVANIA
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Admitted

December 12, 1787

Nickname

“Keystone State”

Motto

“Virtue, Liberty, and Independence”



While exploring the Delaware Bay in 1609, Henry Hudson discovered the land that would soon be called Pennsylvania. In this way, the early history of our second state is very similar to that of its neighbor to the south, Delaware. Their close ties would continue when the thirteen colonies banded together to form the United States of America. Once the American Revolutionary War was won, representatives of each state were sent to the Constitutional Convention to create an official document, a guideline that would last, these representatives hoped, for years to come. Five days after Delaware became the first state to sign the U.S. Constitution, Pennsylvania followed suit. Our constitutional democracy was now two states strong. The date was December 12, 1787.

In 1799, Pennsylvania’s General Assembly approved the state’s first official flag. Years later, on June 13, 1907, the General Assembly standardized and upgraded this flag. One new stipulation required that the blue field that serves as the background of the flag be changed so that it matches the blue of the American flag. On both flags, this blue is meant to signify loyalty and justice.


Pennsylvania is known as the “Keystone State”; a keystone is the central, wedge-shaped stone in an arch—the stone that holds all others in place. At a party to celebrate Thomas Jefferson’s presidential victory in 1801, Pennsylvania was referred to as “the keystone in the federal union.” At that point, Pennsylvania was located centrally amid the thirteen states of the Union.

Home to many colleges and universities, not to mention cities and historical sites, Pennsylvania certainly still lives up to its nickname.



The Pennsylvania state flag consists of the official state seal embroidered on this field of blue. The seal includes a plow, sheaves of wheat, a cornstalk, and two horses, all in honor of the state’s agricultural tradition; over 30 percent of Pennsylvania’s land is considered rural. Encircling the seal are the words “State Seal of Pennsylvania.” Inside the shield is an olive branch, a widely accepted symbol of peace, and a ship to represent commerce in the state. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania’s largest city, has always been an important port for the import and export of goods.


On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress adopted the original United States flag, referred to as the “Stars and Stripes,” in Philadelphia. June 14th has been known as “Flag Day” throughout the United States since the late 1880s.



Many of these images were borrowed from the seals of various Pennsylvania counties. The ship appeared on the seal of Philadelphia County, and the plow came from Chester County’s crest. The sheaf of wheat appeared on the seal in Sussex County, Delaware, which was originally a part of Pennsylvania.

After the Revolutionary War, Americans wanted to be sure that the states would not lose control to their new federal government. Despite the fact that Pennsylvanian representatives were the second to sign the U.S. Constitution, state politicians and citizens felt the American president could not be given, let alone take, the same kind of unlimited power that the English kings had enjoyed. Reflective of this belief, Pennsylvania’s state motto is “Virtue, Liberty, and Independence.” It appears on the flag on a red ribbon beneath the two horses.

Pennsylvania is Latin for Penn’s Woods. William Penn, who had been given control of the colony because of a debt owed to his father by King Charles II, named the state for its forestlands and for his father. It was in Pennsylvania that he established a safe haven for other followers of his religion, the Quakers, who believe that all people are equal in God’s eyes. Many original Quaker meetinghouses still exist in Pennsylvania. There are no Quaker symbols on the state flag, however, reinforcing that American ideal of the separation of church and state.


Pennsylvanians have long displayed their state seal. During the Civil War, state regiments carried flags that were modeled after the United States flag; sewn onto the blue canton, where we see stars on the American flag, was the state seal.

An important part of the seal is the coat of arms. A number of changes were made to this coat of arms between 1778 and 1875, and during this time differ ent counties and institutions employed different versions. This is why the state legislature appointed a commission to establish an official coat of arms in 1874. One year later, the commission adopted the coat of arms that had been designed by Caleb Lownes ninety-six years earlier. This same coat of arms is still in use today, meaning that Pennsylvania’s most important symbol has gone virtually unchanged throughout the state’s history.


From 1780 to 1790, Philadelphia was the capital of the United States. In that time, the city hosted the first two sessions of Congress as well as the Constitutional Convention that ushered in the brand new U.S. Constitution. In 1790, Washington, D.C., became the new capital as part of a compromise between slave states and free states.



Any student of American history knows that Philadelphia hosted the Constitutional Convention and is home to the Liberty Bell. What many people don’t know, though, is that Philadelphia is also the birthplace of an American legend, Betsy Ross.

Elizabeth Griscom Ross, called “Betsy” by her friends, is said to have sewn the first flag of the United States of America, but that is just a patriotic myth. The story comes from the fact that Ross sewed flags for the Continental Army, as well as the U.S. government, for nearly forty years. This is a tale almost as good as that famous piece of folklore!
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NEW JERSEY
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Admitted

December 18, 1787

Nickname

“Garden State”

Motto

“Liberty and Prosperity”



On December 18, 1787, representatives from New Jersey signed the United States Constitution, making it the young nation’s third state. It would not be until nearly one hundred twenty years later that New Jersey would adopt its current flag.

In the early 1600s, there was much exploration and settlement of the East Coast. Englishman Henry Hudson played a role in the early days of New Jersey’s history. He first noticed the land while sailing the Delaware Bay for the Dutch East India Company; he then sailed up the coast toward New York and the Hudson River. The first Dutch settlements were on the land that would someday be Hoboken and Jersey City.

Once it was time for New Jersey to design a flag, the state followed a theme common to our nation’s first states: the concept of liberty appears on New Jersey’s flag in not one but two forms. The goddess Liberty stands to the left of the state seal, holding a staff topped with a liberty cap, a French hat that became a symbol for freedom during the French Revolution. The liberty cap appears on several of the fifty state flags. To the right of the state seal stands Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, holding a cornucopia. Cornucopias are often used to symbolize agriculture.


The legend of the Jersey Devil started in 1735 when Mother Leeds, a Pine Barrens resident frustrated with her thirteenth pregnancy wished the child to be a devil. The baby was just that and quickly fled to the Pines. Eyewitness reports from the early 20th century claim that the devil looks like a flying kangaroo. Today, the state’s National Hockey League team goes by the name the Devils.



Liberty also appears on a ribbon of blue at the bottom of the flag. The word “Liberty” is scrolled beneath the goddess Liberty, while “Prosperity” appears below Ceres. The ribbon waves on a background of buff, or gold, in accordance with an 1896 decree of the New Jersey General Assembly: “General Washington, in General Orders dated Army Headquarters, New Windsor, New York, October 2nd, 1779, directed that the coats for such regiments should be dark blue, faced with buff.” Although he issued the order from his camp in New York, it is said that General Washington made this decision while stationed in New Jersey, at Jockey Hollow, where he wintered before crossing the Delaware in his surprise attack on the British encampment. Jockey Hollow would later become the United States’ first national historic park.


By definition, New Jersey is actually a peninsula. After all, the state is completely surrounded by water on three sides. To the north is a fifty-mile stretch of land that borders on New York. Other than that, there is the Delaware River to the west, the Delaware Bay to the south, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. Totally peninsular!



All three of New Jersey’s neighboring states, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New York, followed Washington’s color scheme when designing their flags. These colors have special importance, though, for New Jersey and New York, which were settled by the Dutch. Blue and buff are the colors that adorn the insignia of the Netherlands, and they are the colors that Henry Hudson flew as he sailed to the New World. Over the years, New York and Pennsylvania have adopted a darker shade of blue, while Delaware employs a lighter shade, called arno blue. New Jersyites now refer to their shade of blue as Jersey blue.

William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania, owned part of East Jersey for some time and the rest of New Jersey was actually a part of New York until the king of England named Lewis Morris governor of New Jersey in 1738. The Duke of York named the state to honor England’s Isle of Jersey.

Since that time, New Jersey has made a name of its own. Some people know it as the home of Atlantic City, Princeton University, TV’s “The Sopranos,” and music’s Bruce Springsteen and Jon Bon Jovi, but these are just a few of the highlights. For example, the state’s nickname, the “Garden State,” refers to New Jersey’s proud agricultural history. European settlers called New Jersey their “garden spot” and an important farming industry quickly cropped up here. New Jersey has always played host to dairy farms and horse farms, not to mention fields of crops that make their way to all of our dinner tables. The state seal sits in the center of the flag and features, in addition to Ceres and Liberty, three plows—yet another reference to New Jersey’s farms. New Jersey’s official animal is represented by a horse head above the seal. Despite jokes about its extensive roadways and exit signs, New Jersey is home to much soil that remains fertile today.


In New Jersey it is against the law to pump your own gas. All gas stations are full service.



Although New Jersey is ranked forty-sixth among the states in terms of total area, its population stands at 8,414,350 (according to the 2000 census). This number is an 8.9 percent increase over the 1990 census and places New Jersey ninth among the fifty states. Since its initial settlement, New Jersey has grown and grown. Conveniently located for those who work in New York or Philadelphia, New Jersey is called home by people of all ethnic groups. Overpopulation and pollution remain a concern, but as long as residents, visitors, and elected officials continue to support local farming and natural areas like the Jersey Pine Barrens and Jockey Hollow National Park, images of agriculture will adorn the flag, satisfying Flagman’s rule of symbolism (see Introduction).


There are two NFL teams that play in the state of New Jersey, even though they claim New York as their home state. The New York Giants have played in East Rutherford, approximately eleven miles from the heart of Manhattan, since 1976. The Giants share Met Life Stadium with the New York Jets, who have played in New Jersey since 1984.
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GEORGIA
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Admitted

January 2, 1788

Nickname

“Peach State”

Motto

“Wisdom, Justice, Moderation”



Although Georgia is one of the U.S.’s original thirteen states, its flag is the most recent of all the fifty states. Adopted in 2003, this new flag tells an important story of tradition, compromise, and politics.

On January 2, 1788, Georgia ratified the United States Constitution and five years later Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin in Wilkes County, Georgia. Although the British had banned slavery upon founding the colony, the state’s economic reliance on cotton would lead to an acceptance of the slave trade and the secession of Georgia from the Union once the Civil War began. Cotton is still farmed in Georgia today, and an image that some people associate with those darker days still exists in the form of the Confederate Battle Flag. It is this image that made two of Georgia’s state flags so controversial.

From 1956 to 2001, the Confederate Battle Flag was the most prominent aspect of Georgia’s state flag. Whereas in Mississippi this divisive symbol merely fills the canton of the flag, in Georgia it occupied the entire field. Debate ensued, given the fact that, for some of the state’s citizens, this new flag was a rebel’s response to civil rights legislation like Brown v The Board of Education of Topeka. By the 1980s, bills calling for a return to the pre-1956 flag were being introduced and then, in 2000, an architect named Cecil Alexander designed a flag that managed to include the Confederate Battle Flag while minimizing its significance. On January 31, 2001, Governor Roy Barnes made this new flag official when he signed House Bill No. 16 into law.


The University of Georgia was the first state-chartered university. The school, originally named Franklin College, was established on January 27, 1785. It ranked eighteenth on U.S. News and World Report ’s 2025 list of the nation’s top public universities.



Unfortunately, the Alexander flag caused some controversy of its own. The Sons of Confederate Veterans, an organization whose members are “male descendents of any veteran who served honorably in the Confederate armed forces,” were upset to see the state stripped of one of its most recognizable symbols and then, to add insult to injury, the people of Georgia learned that their new flag finished seventy-second, dead last, in the “Great NAVA Survey of 2001.” In addition, the voting public did not appreciate Governor Barnes acting without their input and let him know about it, voting him out of office in 2002.


Landwise, Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi River, at just under 60,000 square miles. Population-wise, Georgia ranks eighth of all fifty states, with more than 11,000,000 citizens.



By May of that year, Governor Sonny Perdue gave his approval of House Bill No. 380 and both houses of the General Assembly followed suit. Critics of the 2001 flag were pleased, but those hoping for a return to the flag of 1956 to 2001 were not. On March 2, 2004, the people were given a chance to choose, via referendum, between the new 2003 flag and the Alexander-designed flag from 2001. According to the Flags of the World website (www.flagspot.net/flags), the new flag received 73.1% of the vote.

If it is any consolation to The Sons of Confederate Veterans, the current flag is based on the first national flag of the Confederacy, a flag commonly referred to as the “Stars and Bars.” In the upper left corner is a blue, square-shaped canton and in the center is a circle of 13 white stars, in tribute to the original thirteen states. Within the circle of stars is the state coat of arms, which is borrowed from the Great Seal of the State of Georgia, a state seal that was first adopted in 1799. Below the coat of arms are the words “In God We Trust.” Originally, this motto was to appear on the white horizontal bar that sits between two bars of scarlet, but a last minute decision saw it moved to the canton. According to Georgia Code, Title 1, Chapter 4, “The canton of the flag shall consist of a square of blue the width of two of the bands.” The top two bands extend from the canton to the end of the flag while the bottom-most, scarlet band extends the entire length of the flag.



Coca-Cola has called Atlanta home ever since the first soda fountain drink was served at Jacob’s Pharmacy in 1886. The company was named as such because its two main ingredients were the coca leaf and the kola nut. Nowadays, over 10,000 Coca-Cola products are consumed every second of the day.



Of note is the fact that Georgia also has a pledge of allegiance to its flag. The pledge reads as follows: “I pledge allegiance to the Georgia flag and to the principles for which it stands: Wisdom, Justice, and Moderation.”

In the early years of the 21st century, Georgia flew three different flags within a span of twenty-seven months. This was a national record, but given the Alexander flag’s poor showing in the NAVA survey, the state’s leaders were wise to put pride aside and make that third change. According to Edwin L. Jackson, an associate at the Carl Vinson Institute of Government and a consultant to the General Assembly, when Georgia adopted its new flag in 2003, it was the state’s eighth flag, another national record. Perhaps this will be the last change for the people of Georgia.
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CONNECTICUT
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Admitted

January 9, 1788

Nicknames

“Constitution State”

“Nutmeg State”

Motto

“He Who Transplanted Still Sustains”



By the end of 1788, the United States would count among its family eleven states. During that year, New Hampshire became the ninth state to sign the U.S. Constitution, thereby ratifying this document as the guideline for our national government. (The Constitutional Convention had agreed that nine of the thirteen states must ratify the Constitution before it could become official.) In total, eight states gave their approval to the Constitution that year, thus gaining entry into the Union. Connecticut was one of these states.

On January 9, 1788, Connecticut became the fifth colony to attain statehood. More than one hundred years later, the state’s governor, O. William Coffin, decided that it was finally time for Connecticut to have an official state flag and proposed the idea to the General Assembly, which appointed a special committee. Ultimately the state’s unofficial flag was simply standardized, rather than redesigned, but it took another two years before this flag was adopted.


Quinetucket is a Mohegan word that means “beside the long tidal river.” Sydney M. Williams of Estuary magazine writes that it was the French that first changed the word to Connecticut. So, first river, then colony, then state! The Connecticut River discharges almost 20,000 feet of water per second into Long Island Sound.



The state flag’s design, borrowing from a memorial created by the Anna Warner Bailey Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, features a Latin motto printed across a white ribbon. “Qui Transtulit Sustinet,” scrolled in navy blue, translates to “He Who Transplanted Still Sustains.” The colonists were transplants from the Old World, intent upon making the New World their home. When pilgrims from Europe crossed the Atlantic Ocean, and when colonists from Massachusetts moved south to Connecticut, the idea of the “American Dream” was born. But there is more to this dream than just moving in pursuit of a goal; those that move must also survive if the goal is to come to fruition. The defeat of the British in the American Revolutionary War, topped by the creation of the new Constitution for the new nation, gave Americans reason to believe in their sustainability.

The flag’s white ribbon, trimmed in silver, is complemented by a shield that is centered in a field of azure blue. The shield is actually the official state seal of Connecticut, with a touch of gold added in. The flag, as described by the statute agreed upon by the state’s General Assembly, is to be made of silk.

On the shield are three grapevines, each of which bears fruit. Just as nearly all Americans are transplants from somewhere else, the flag’s three bunches of purple grapes represent those pilgrims who chose Connecticut as a home in the early 1600s. Since grapevines can be transplanted, they are a perfect symbol for Con necticut: a nod to a state history that runs as deep as the history of the country itself.


The United States Coast Guard Academy can be found on the banks of the Thames River in New London. Graduates enter the Coast Guard as commissioned officers and must serve for five years.



The state’s nickname is proof of just how far back Connecticut’s history runs. Although also referred to as the “Nutmeg State,” Connecticut is best known as the “Constitution State.” In the late 19th century, local historian John Fiske wrote that Connecticut’s Fundamental Orders of 1638–39 was “the first written constitution known to history that created a government and it marked the beginning of American democracy.” Although this claim has been questioned by other historians, the Connecticut General Assembly saw fit to dub its state the “Constitution State” in 1959.

The Fundamental Orders marked Connecticut’s beginning as a commonwealth. Just before the acceptance of this document, the Reverend Thomas Hooker remarked that, “The foundation of authority is laid in the free consent of the people.” And, he added, “As God has given us liberty let us take it.” The colonists felt no allegiance to England and sought an independent government, even if this government was to be ruled by the church. In America’s early days, religion and politics went hand in hand. For example, New Haven was settled by Puritans from the Massachusetts Bay Company, and until it was made a part of the colony of Connecticut in 1665, was its own colony. This New Haven colony, incidentally, included several towns on Long Island. This was not uncommon as East Hampton and Southampton were also a part of the Connecticut colony. The New Haven colony was ruled by theocracy, meaning that the government leaders were also religious leaders. This was long before the U.S. Constitution and the advent of the separation of church and state.


Hammonasset Beach State Park, in Madison, is the largest park in the state. It opened in 1920 but was closed during World War II, when the beach was used as an aircraft firing range. Today, Hammonasset is free to state residents and welcomes over 3 million visitors each year.



Nathan Hale is the official hero of Connecticut. When the Revolutionary War began, Hale was a twenty-one-year-old schoolteacher. He soon joined the fight against the Red Coats as, after the Battle of Boston, he volunteered to become a spy. Hale entered British territory on Long Island under the guise of schoolteacher, but the British soon caught him and hanged him without a trial. Before his death, Hale made one of the most memorable statements in American history: “I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country.” Although Hale did not survive the Revolutionary War, the country did. The United States of America was free to rule itself; ready to develop a Constitution that guaranteed individual and states’ rights; ready to roll out the welcome mat to immigrants the world over.

Qui transtulit sustinet!


In 1614, Dutch explorer Adriaen Block discovered the Connecticut River as well as the land that would someday be Rhode Island. Block Island, off the coast of Connecticut and Rhode Island, was named in his honor.
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