
 
  

    [image: cover]

  



	 

	30 DAYS

	
with
 

	PAPA

A simple journey deep into the heart of the God you really want to know

	 

	 

	 

	TOM WYMORE

	 


30 Days with Papa: A simple journey deep into the heart of the God you really want to know

	Copyright © 2019 by Tom Wymore.

	All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the author via the email address below.
tawymore@yahoo.com

	Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

	
	Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

	Scripture quotations marked (TPT) are from The Passion Translation®. Copyright © 2017, 2018 by Passion & Fire Ministries, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ThePassionTranslation.com.

	Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society, Used by Permission.

	Scripture quotations marked (CJB) are from the Complete Jewish Bible. Copyright © 1998 by David H. Stern. All rights reserved. 

	Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

	Scripture quotations marked (ERV) are taken from the Holy Bible: Easy-to-Read Version (ERV), International Edition

© 2013, 2016 by Bible League International and used by permission.

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


	Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

	Scripture quotations marked HCSB are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

	Editing, typesetting: Sally Hanan of Inksnatcher.com

	Cover photo: 123rf.com/profile_lightfieldstudios

	Ordering Information:

	Quantity sales. Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others. For details, contact Tom via email at tawymore@yahoo.com.

	Note: 100 percent of all profits from this book will go to the following types of ministries: Christian orphanages in developing nations, ministries effectively working to end human trafficking, pro-life ministries, etc.

	30 Days with Papa: A simple journey deep into the heart of the God you really want to know/Tom Wymore

	ISBN 9781700108685

	
To Papa God, fierce and unrelenting in his pursuit of my heart, and my amazing wife, Charlie, radiant with Papa’s love and joy 
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As the Journey Begins

	A Word Beforehand

	You were created for intimacy with the God of the universe! Genesis 1:26–31 tells us that God created us to be caregivers for the earth and its creatures, but we are destined for far more than being mere caretakers. Because we are created in God’s image, we have a built-in capacity for intimate relationship with our Creator. Consider the following:

	In Genesis 3:8–9, we read that as God was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, he called out to his missing companions, Adam and Eve, “Where are you?” Since God certainly knew where they were and why they were hiding, why did he ask this question? Because he wanted them to know that he valued his relationship with them. He missed his intimate conversations with them! 

	Later in Genesis, Enoch is highlighted as a man who walked so intimately with God that God snatched him from the earth to enjoy perfect intimacy with him (5:1–24). We see the same relationship with God theme throughout the Old Testament. Abraham is described as God’s friend. Moses had a face-to-face relationship with God. David passionately cried out for deep relationship with God, as seen in Psalms 27 and 63. Other psalmists had a similar passion, such as the sons of Korah (Psalm 42).

	The New Testament makes it even clearer that we are created to live in intimate relationship with Papa God. Jesus modeled intimacy with his Father. Jesus often stated that his mission was to restore the relationship between people and his Father, and the apostle Paul described his core purpose in life as living in intimacy with Jesus (see Philippians 3:10–14). Paul also told us that Father God’s purpose in Christ was to reconcile the world to himself (2 Corinthians 5:18–21). 

	So we were made for intimacy with God! Think about this for a moment, and you will be overwhelmed with awe. We tiny creatures are capable of, and destined for, intimate relationship with the infinite One. And the infinitely loving One paid an infinite price to make this possible. What wonder is this?

	And no matter how well we know him, there’s still all of our infinite God left to get to know. Deeper intimacy with God is always possible for all his people all the time. This thirty-day journey is meant to give you a fresh look into the heart of Father God (“Papa” to me), often by means of reflections from my own encounters with him. 

	Why a journey with Papa (Father God)? Some believers find it easier to relate to Jesus, or even Holy Spirit, than the Father, but this journey is deliberately focused on Papa. Why? Primarily because Jesus said that his goal was for his disciples to come to know the Father as he did (see John 14:6–10, 21–23; 16:25–28, etc.). Second, many of us need the healing and encouragement that only a father can bring. This is especially true for those of us who grew up with father wounds, but we all need to know God as Father more intimately. My own journey with God started with my being able to relate deeply only to Jesus (too much “father pain”), then progressed into a season of getting to know Holy Spirit (wow!), and eventually moved to the amazing place of intimacy with my Father. So the journey we take for these is a journey of thirty days with Papa. My hope is that you will emerge from this simple journey drenched in his Father love and shaped by deep encounters with him. 

	Entering into intimacy

	Some Suggested First Steps

	Before we begin the actual journey, I offer a few thoughts on how to live in intimacy with God. My wife, Charlie, and I minister to a lot of people who have been believers for a long time but don’t really know how to live intimately with God. So, just to make sure you have the basics down, I offer the following suggestions: 

	Commit to honesty. 

	This was a real key for me! Intimacy began for me partly because I stopped pretending that I was experiencing it. It’s important for us to stop pretending or assuming that our lives and experiences match the intimacy with God we see in Scripture. It’s safe to be completely honest with ourselves and God in the context of his grace and love, my friends. So instead of living in denial or feeling like you are defective, ask God to harmonize your life with his Word. Many believers unconsciously rewrite God’s Word to match their experience. Don’t do that! When there is disagreement between experience and Scripture, rather than ignore it, ask God to change you. How does your life match up with the following Scriptures? (Look them up!)

	
		Psalm 34:8 How good does God “taste”? 

		Psalm 63:1–3 Are you this desperate? Do you feel this loved?

		Romans 5:5; 8:14–17 Has his love inundated you? Does your heart cry out to him, “Daddy!”?

		Romans 14:17 How are your joy and peace levels? How about righteousness? 

		Galatians 5:22–23 What usually comes out when someone bumps up against you? 

		Ephesians 1:13–14 Is your experience of the Holy Spirit like a foretaste of heaven?

		1 Corinthians 4:20 Is your experience of the kingdom of God one of just talk or supernatural power?



	So how did you do? If there’s a wide gap between your experience and verses like these, let it be not a rebuke but an invitation to do whatever it takes to know Papa God intimately.

	Be sure you get off to a good start. 

	All New Testament believers heard the gospel of the kingdom of God, not a gospel of the church or a gospel of getting saved from hell. That means that they had entered the family of God and experienced the following. They had: 

	
		been unmistakably born from above (born again) through repentance and deep, total trust in Jesus.

		confessed Jesus as Lord, the complete master of their life. 

		been baptized in water as a means of identification with Jesus and his family.

		been inundated by God’s Spirit (baptized in the Spirit). Saturation and an unmistakable encounter with love and power through the Holy Spirit were the norm for every New Testament believer. 

		undergone a process of inner healing and spiritual cleansing via deliverance, as needed.



	Hunger for experience, not just ideas. 

	You can’t be intimate with an idea. You can’t cuddle up with a concept. Virtually every major Bible character became acquainted with God by means of an undeniable encounter with him. Check out some of Abraham’s encounters (Genesis 12:1–9;13:14–17; 15:1–19). Remember Moses’s introduction to God (Exodus 3). The list can go on and on. Many of us, though, were taught to fear or minimize experiences. How strange that would sound to Enoch, Moses, Gideon, David, Ezekiel, Paul, or Peter. The hunger is important too. Passionate longing is what is described in the psalms mentioned earlier: “O God of my life, I’m lovesick for you in this weary wilderness. I thirst with the deepest longings to love you more, with cravings in my heart that can’t be described. Such yearning grips my soul for you, my God!” (Psalm 63:1 TPT).

	Find some spiritual friends. 

	My journey into intimacy really started via an impartation from Leslie Keegel, a humble Sri Lankan man who lives in amazing intimacy with Papa. Mentors can come from the past via books (Andrew Murray, A. W. Tozer, Brother Lawrence, et al.) or can be current friends who walk in intimacy with Jesus.

	Make the relationship “normal”! 

	A relationship with God is more important than any human relationship and certainly has some major differences (!), but the things that build it are similar. Some people treat relationship with God in a way that would be weird for any human relationship. Ask yourself, “If I treated my relationship with ______ the way I treat my relationship with God, what would they think?” Healthy relationships are fun, filled with laughter as well as tears, spontaneous, never routine (lots of variety), and built by communication that includes both listening and talking. Does your relationship with God look like that? If not, consider rethinking your relationship with God to make it look more “human.”

	But now, let’s begin our journey.

	
What Is Papa Really Like?

	What is God really like? How we view God, how we experience and think of him, greatly influences how we live out our lives with God. In the book The Best of A. W. Tozer, Book One, (Pennsylvania: WingSpread, 2007, 120), Tozer says: “Satan’s first attack upon the human race was his sly effort to destroy Eve’s confidence in the kindness of God. Unfortunately for her and for us he succeeded too well. From that day, men have had a false conception of God, and it is exactly this that has cut out from under them the ground of righteousness and driven them to reckless and destructive living.” He later adds: 
“It is most important to our spiritual welfare that we hold in our minds always a right conception of God. If we think of him as cold and exacting, we shall find it impossible to love him, and our lives will be ridden with servile fear. If, again, we hold him to be kind and understanding, our whole inner life will mirror that idea. The truth is that God is the most winsome of all beings and his service one of unspeakable pleasure. He is all love, and those who trust him need never know anything but that love.” Tozer’s language is dated, but the truth of his words will never fade. So we start our journey with Papa by asking, “Who are you, Papa? What are you really like?”


	
1 What Is Papa Like?

	Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. 
– John 14:9

	 


What is God the Father (Papa) like? To me, the first and best answer is that God is like Jesus. Jesus clearly said that he is the perfect expression of the nature and heart of the Father (John 14:7–9). And Hebrews 1:3 says that Jesus, the Son of God, is the “exact representation of [God’s] being.” So when someone tells me s/he wants to know what God is like, I often suggest reading the Gospels over and over, asking, What is Jesus really like?

	Think of the implications of this. Every action in Jesus’s life and every word he spoke perfectly represent his Father. When we see Jesus’s compassion breaking down every barrier to touch and cleanse a leper, we see the Father’s compassion for outcast and marginalized people. When we see Jesus defend and save the woman caught in the act of adultery, we see Papa’s mercy and compassion. (Imagine what she was feeling as she was dragged into Jesus’s presence, expecting the worst!) When we see Jesus test the faith of the Phoenician woman, we know that Papa will not hesitate to call forth every ounce of faith he sees in us (even if we don’t know it’s there). When we see Jesus heal those who struggle to have any faith at all, we see Papa’s heart to meet us at whatever point our faith is able to take us. Yes, if you see Jesus, you see the Father. There is absolutely no disagreement between who God Almighty, Maker of all things, is and who we meet and experience in Jesus.

	May you, my friend, experience fresh wonder as you read the Gospels with an awareness that you are seeing the very heart of the Father. And may the wonder of your discoveries lead you into fresh, new encounters with Papa God. 

	Response

	All of us at various times can identify with those who encountered Jesus. Why not look at a few of the Gospel stories of people who encountered Jesus, and put yourself in the story today? Keep in your mind that you are encountering God: Father and Son and Holy Spirit, as you do so. A few suggestions are: 

	
		What would it have been like to be the leper who wasn’t sure Jesus was willing to heal him (Mark 1:40–45)? As you place yourself in the story as this man, what do you learn about what God is like? How does what you learn change your view of God, your perspective about life, and change you?

		Put yourself in the audience of those who heard the three parables Jesus told about God’s heart for the lost (Luke 15). Switch roles in your imagination (Pharisees, “sinners” Jesus was defending, one of the disciples, etc.), and see how that changes things. Allow yourself to encounter Papa as you hear and see with fresh ears and eyes. How does your encounter with God’s heart for the lost change how you view those who oppose our Christian values? Does God love the doctor who performs abortions, the president of Planned Parenthood, the atheistic professor who humiliates believers in class? Does God’s heart ever change toward his wandering children? Consider, too, what kind of welcome you will receive from him as you return from your own wandering. He is always the welcoming Father.



	 


Notes

	 

	
2 God Is Love (Part 1)

	Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
– 1 Corinthians 13:4–7
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