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Okay, please open your Bibles to the Gospel of Luke. Four gospels written by eyewitnesses to the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ! Matthew, of course, was an eyewitness. John was an eyewitness. Mark came later in the ministry of the Lord Jesus, whereas Luke (I believe) was one of the 70 that followed the Lord all of His life, and Luke’s gospel is the largest book in the New Testament.

A very special book because Luke was a physician, and Dr Luke is very interested in Mary, not only for the fact that she was a young lady who gave birth to the Lord Jesus Christ. And I date ‒ or I should say I age ‒ Mary between 12 to 15 when she gave birth to the Lord Jesus, but I put her nearer to 15 than she would have been to 12.

He’s going to trace Mary’s genealogy back to the first man, Adam, and I will discuss that when I get to the latter chapters.

But for this special recording for Ex-Catholics For Christ radio, I want to start, if I may, in Luke chapter 1. Always start at the very beginning and as always, this will be a very simple verse-by-verse Bible study, taken directly from the King James Bible. I have no notes and above all, I hope that this recording, this broadcast will be a blessing to anybody that should hear it. But above all, I hope you are listening along with me with your King James Bibles open.

VERSES 1-4: “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.”

In verse 1, he says many have taken in hand to write down things which have occurred, in reference, I believe, to Matthew, Mark, John, the Pauline epistles and the rest of the New Testament.

Luke’s gospel was written about 70 AD after Peter and Paul had died, but before John had written his gospel.

What we can say for sure is that nothing was written which would have been inspired by the Lord and subsequently lost. The Lord wouldn’t inspire something to later be lost.

Yes, it’s possible that people wrote down what they saw and heard about the Lord Jesus Christ after He died, of course, but their writings were not inspired. Everything that we have in the word of God has been inspired and preserved. But above all, Luke is focusing (I believe) on Matthew’s gospel, written about 40 A.D., Mark’s gospel, written about 60 A.D., the Pauline epistles, all written pre-65 A.D., and of course John would be writing his gospel, and his epistles, and the Book of Revelation much later. But Luke says in verse 2 and 3 how he had perfect understanding of all of these things because he was (I believe) one of the 70. And he says that from the beginning (verse 2) they had received the message from the Lord Jesus Christ through eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word, meaning the apostles, of course. The apostles wrote down what they saw and heard, they were commissioned to do so. And Luke, as one of the 70, was also an eyewitness. He saw everything from the very beginning, and therefore he was qualified to write down what he saw.

Unlike the Quran, written by one man, the New Testament was written by many authors living on different continents over a period of many different years. The entire Bible has been written by about 40 authors, living on 3 continents, over 1600 years apart. So, collusion is totally impossible.

But the New Testament primarily was written by eyewitnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ. And you can trust it totally and without any concern whatsoever.

Theophilus was obviously a very important person to have this gospel written to him. No doubt, he had come to hear of the Lord Jesus and wanted to know more about the God-Man, Christ Jesus. And Dr Luke, as I say, was a physician who addressed this wonderful piece of writing to him, and we are told by the Greek scholars that Luke is the richest in all of the Greek writers of the New Testament.

VERSES 5-6: “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”

They weren’t sinless; they were blameless. They had spotless testimonies. The law is given to sinners to point them back to the Saviour. This elderly couple were very godly and they had a good testimony. Go back to the Old Testament: you come across Abraham and Sarah, a similar couple.

Look at verse 7: “And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.”

Again it mirrors Abraham and Sarah. And from them of course came Isaac, who is a forerunner for the Lord Jesus Christ. This couple are going to give the world John. John the Baptist, of course!

VERSES 8-9: “And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.”

Old Testament temple, pre the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ everything was done through the temple. Today, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit the moment we are born again. Man or woman, it makes no difference. The moment we have received the new birth, we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. But here, this is pre the New Covenant, this is pre the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ, and for the most part, the Lord did everything via the temple, via the priests, via the rituals and animal sacrifices.

Look at verses 10-11: “And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of the incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.”

That term “angel of the Lord” back in the Old Testament always refers to Jesus Christ, and I’ll come back to this mention of the angel of the Lord shortly. But here, this is an angel of the Lord. Not “the angel”, but “an angel” of the Lord.

VERSE 12: “And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.”

Quite natural! If you were to come into contact with something supernatural, you would quake, you would shake. When the Lord Jesus Christ came up out of the tomb, it says that the keepers shook for fear. They became as dead men. All this talk about rebuking UFOs, and anything that’s, you know, subhuman, and standing in the presence of God and telling Him how great you were when you die is ridiculous. You’d be absolutely terrified and petrified.

VERSE 13: “But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.”

Very much like Abraham and Sarah, and also Hagar, when she runs off away from Sarah’s cruelness. The Lord finds her. The angel of the Lord, being Jesus Christ, and he even says to Hagar, you will call the child Ishmael. But here Zacharias is fearful, which is quite normal, and the angel says: Don’t worry, everything is going to be okay, you will bring forth a son and call his name John. They’ve been praying for a son; they’re an elderly couple past the age of childbirth, and a miracle is about to occur.

VERSES 14-16: “And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.”

Who came to earth 2,000 years ago? The Lord Jesus Christ. And here, Dr Luke tells us that John’s ministry was to turn the children of Israel to the Lord their God, Jehovah God, once again in reference to Jesus Christ being God.

VERSE 17: “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

If you missed it in the previous verse, you couldn’t miss it here. He’s going to come in the spirit and power of Elijah. He’s not Elijah per se. There’s no reincarnation here, but he comes in the spirit and power of Elijah, meaning his ministry is going to be similar to Elijah. Meaning that Elijah could quite possibly be one of the two witnesses in the tribulation. But here, John’s ministry is to prepare the people of Israel for the arrival of their Lord, Jehovah God, coming of course in the person of Jesus Christ.

VERSE 18: “And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.”

It’s a fair question. They’re past the age of childbearing, and yet the angel is going to rebuke him for this, because he is a priest. He knew the Old Testament scriptures: nothing is impossible with the Lord.

Look at verse 19: “And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.”

Gabriel and Michael are among the top angels of the Lord, and they are sent to deliver messages. Important messages! And it says here that “I stand in the presence of God.” He has a continual standing in the presence of God.

VERSE 20: “And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.” 

Again, he should have known better. Hence, why he is now being struck down with dumbness.

VERSES 21-22: “And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speechless.”

You can just imagine it! This man, maybe 60, possibly 70 years old, had been serving the Lord all of his life, been praying with his wife for many years for her to be given a child, because there was a stigma involved for women that didn’t have children in this generation. And now he’s being struck down with dumbness. Because he questioned the Lord! His faith should have carried him, he should have understood that with the Lord nothing is impossible, and now he’s going to remain speechless up until the birth of the man called John, John the Baptist.

VERSES 23-25: “And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house. And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.”

Stigma, like I say, and possibly she was worried she may even lose the child, perhaps. So she’s going to hide herself away until she gives birth.

VERSES 26-27: “And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.”

Gabriel, again, is now being sent to proclaim the arrival of the Son of God. And I want to tie that in with a cross reference, if I may, in Matthew chapter 1. 

Please turn... Keep one hand in Luke 1 and go to Matthew chapter 1.

Like I say, the angel Gabriel has been sent to Mary, as he was to Zacharias, but in Matthew chapter 1, it says very clearly in verse 20, Matthew 1:20, “But while he [Joseph] thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

The angel of the Lord is deity, the angel of the Lord appears to Joseph to announce the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ, and yet Mary is going to be told this wonderful news by Gabriel. Interesting, because the Catholic Church believe that Mary is the queen of heaven; they believe she is almost up there with deity.

And yet here, Dr Luke makes it very clear how Gabriel went to see Mary to proclaim the soon arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ, whereas Joseph was qualified (he was permitted, if you will) to receive the angel of the Lord. And in the Old Testament, the angel of the Lord is deity, but more specifically it’s Jesus Christ. But in the New Testament, the angel of the Lord, I believe, is the Holy Spirit. But maybe more on that in another broadcast.

Back to Luke please, chapter 1, verse 28: “And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.”

Blessed are you, happy are you, among women. The Lord is with you. You’ve found great favour. You are greatly beloved. That’s it! Mary was a recipient of grace, not a dispenser of grace.

VERSE 29: “And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.”

Of course! She, too, would have been apprehensive, somewhat nervous. But again, she’s a child. She’s about 15 years old. So the angel Gabriel treats her differently to how he treated Zacharias, who’s much older.

Look at verse 30: “And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS [meaning Jehovah saves]. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

This is primarily in reference to the Second Coming. But of course, we’re looking at this written about 5 B.C., pre the First Coming of the Lord Jesus.

Jesus Christ is a literal King with a literal kingdom, but He says later on in the word of God that His kingdom is not yet of this world. So, for here and now, He has a spiritual kingdom, but when He comes back He will have a physical kingdom. A king has to have a physical kingdom, a king has to have a physical land, that, of course, being the millennial reign.

Look at verse 34: “Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”

Again, she’s 15, she’s a young girl. Like many of her generation, she’s been hoping that perhaps one day she will be chosen to be the mother of the Messiah, the Son of God.

But of course, she gave birth to the Son of Man, not the Son of God. So, you cannot call Mary the mother of God. She was the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. And it’s a fair question, how can this be? I don’t know a man. You know, I’ve been keeping myself pure for the right man to come along. And it says in verse 35:

VERSE 35: “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

No sexual intercourse took place here, unlike what the Mormons would have you believe. The Holy Spirit came upon her and by the word of the Lord she was able to conceive. The Lord God spoke the universe into creation, and He came upon her, He overshadowed her, and she was able to fall pregnant. Nothing whatsoever to suggest any kind of sexual intercourse here, as I say, unlike what the Mormons would have you believe.

VERSES 36-37: “And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.”

That should be underlined in every Bible in the world: “for with God nothing [whatsoever] shall be impossible.” Also in reference to the new birth, He can save anyone the moment they believe on Him and receive Him.

But here, this is primarily in reference to the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not the immaculate conception. Mary was not immaculately conceived; she was a sinner like everybody else was, and will be, and has always been. But the Lord chose her through foreknowledge, knowing that she would be able to receive this special calling to give birth to the Lord Jesus Christ.

VERSES 38: “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.” 

That’s submission and humility. She could, in a sense, have said, “No, I can’t do this. The stigma’s going to be awful. People are going to accuse me of all sorts of wicked things,” but she said, “No, let it be according to the will of the Lord.”

VERSES 39-40: “And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.”

That word “salute”: we think of it today as something which a soldier does when he salutes an officer, or vice versa. But it’s simply old English for “greeting”. She greeted Zacharias and Elisabeth. She’s excited; she wants to get there. She wants to see her cousin Elisabeth before she gives birth to John the Baptist, who was the greatest, according to the Lord Jesus, of all men up until the moment of the kingdom of God. Post-the kingdom of God, I believe that Paul was the greatest that ever lived. 

Look at verses 41-42: “And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.”

The babe – baby, human being, not a product of conception – a child made in the image of God! And again, it says here: Blessed are you among women, blessed is the fruit of thy womb, in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Look at verse 43: “And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”

Her Lord was Jehovah God. And she says in verse 43: “What is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” Once again in reference to the deity of Christ. Mary is about to give birth to Jehovah God. Not God the Father, not God the Holy Spirit, but God the Son, but more specifically the Son of Man.

Again, the difference here is that Jesus is eternal. As the Son of God, He’s always existed. But as the Son of Man, He came into the world around 4 BC. And of course, His dual nature here goes back to Mary being filled with the Holy Ghost, which means she’s speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. What she’s saying here is inspired, and she is witnessing – or giving witness, testifying, if you will – that Mary is carrying Jehovah God in her womb.

And also from verse 42, she speaks with a loud voice. Two things to say about that very quickly: demon-possessed people speak with a loud voice, but also Spirit-filled people speak with a loud voice. And this is why you’ve got to be careful with the spirits, because unclean spirits can counterfeit the Spirit of God, and lead people down a dangerous path.

VERSE 44: “For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.”

Again, this is a child made in the image of God. Not a product of conception, not a foetus, a child! Twice, Dr Luke makes this very clear because he was a physician. And anybody who suggests that a child, before they are born, is not a child, or somehow that abortion is justified before a mother gives birth is in grave error.

VERSES 45-47: “And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord. And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”

“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God” [Romans 3:23] and here, Mary is simply affirming what we all know: that we are all sinners and that we’re all in need of a Saviour.

VERSE 48: “For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.”

Meaning “greatly beloved”, meaning “something special”, which of course, she was. She was called from among thousands of women to give birth to the Lord Jesus Christ and she was chosen from many girls of her generation. And she says in verse 46 how her soul magnifies the Lord. What a wonderful girl she must have been.

VERSE 49: “For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.”

She’s filled with the Holy Spirit, too. She’s 15 years old. And look at the next few verses. You can’t help but notice how she, too, has been filled with the Holy Spirit. I know the text doesn’t tell us that, it tells us how Mary and Zacharias were filled with the Holy Spirit, especially Zacharias, which we’ll look at next time, but here she’s now going to roll out the praise and glory of the Lord.

VERSES 50-58: “And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever, And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house. Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.”

You can just imagine it! This elderly couple, giving birth to John, like Abraham and Sarah did with Isaac.

Look at verse 59: “And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father”

Which would be the best thing to do, because his father was called Zacharias. But that’s not what they were told to do by Gabriel.

Look at verses 60-66: “And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John. And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name. And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called. And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God. And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea. And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.”

And I’ll close in verse 66, and next time we’ll continue on in verse 67 to complete this amazing first chapter of the Gospel of Luke. But I’ll say this just in the remaining minutes of this broadcast, if I may, how you’ve just discovered something quite amazing. John should have been called after his father Zacharias, but of course he was told very clearly to be called John. And all these Jewish names all have meanings, of course, and John means “Jehovah hath been gracious.” Elisabeth means “God is my oath.” And Zacharias means “Jehovah is renowned.” All these names have meaning. Jesus, of course, means “Jehovah saves.”

But I guess my overall feeling or thoughts for chapter 1 of the Gospel of Luke is how Mary was chosen to bring forth the Son of God. And she received it, purely by faith, and by His arrival into the world, the earth was never the same.

Okay, so just before I conclude this broadcast from Luke chapter 1, I need to make a quick correction, if I may, it was actually Elisabeth who was filled with the Holy Spirit, and how she prophesised concerning the fact that her cousin, Mary, was going to give birth to the Saviour of the world. Her cousin was going to give birth to the Saviour of the world, who would be saving Mary (His own mother) and Elisabeth her cousin, and Zacharias her husband. What an amazing blessing that must have fallen on this family.

She’s filled with the Holy Spirit (Elisabeth, of course), and she’s praising the Lord. She’s proclaiming the fact that Mary is the mother of her Lord, being Jehovah God, of course. But Mary also said in verse 47 how she rejoiced in the fact that God was her Saviour. Just imagine it for a moment how this young girl of 15 years old is going to give birth to the Saviour of the world, who’s going to save her from her own sins later in life. Amazing!

And also let me say this, please, if I may, that sometimes Muslims will try to justify the fact that Muhammad marrying Aisha is the same as Mary giving birth to the Lord Jesus Christ when she was 15 years old. The two are not even remotely the same. Muhammad was in his fifties, when he “married” Aisha, who was six years old. And consummated the “marriage” when she was nine years old. But here Mary was 15 years old when the Holy Spirit came upon her. And like I said, the Lord spoke the universe into creation, and here He simply overcame her, He overshadowed her. Her pregnancy was completely supernatural without any sexual intercourse whatsoever.

So the Muslims, to somehow justify Muhammad being in his fifties, marrying Aisha who was 6 to 9 years old, is shameful. Mary was 15 years old, and like I say, one more time, no sexual intercourse took place whatsoever. But next time we will conclude Luke chapter 1 in verse 66.

Okay, so moving on through Luke chapter 1, and last time we ended in verse 66: “And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.”

John the Baptist was greatly beloved. Like Daniel, like Jeremiah, like Isaiah, like Ezekiel. In fact, John the Baptist in many ways is like Jonathan, who loved David very much, who was prepared to die for David, whereas John the Baptist did die for his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. From the moment John was born to the moment he died, he was chosen; he was earmarked out for something very special. He publicly proclaimed the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of course he baptised the Lord Jesus Christ.

His ministry was to prepare the people of Israel for the arrival of their Messiah. When he was martyred, you can imagine how many more people turned to the Messiah to be saved. He was remarkable. He was the Lord’s cousin. David was greatly beloved by Jonathan (no bloodline connection between the two of them), whereas the Lord Jesus Christ and John the Baptist were of the same family line.

Please go back to verse 41: “And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.”

She’s filled with the Holy Ghost and she’s proclaiming something remarkable, but the baby in her womb, being John the Baptist, is leaping for joy. There’s a special connection here, there’s a bond between John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ.

VERSE 43: “And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”

As I said last time, Elisabeth was a Jew and her Lord was Jehovah. Here she is affirming through the Holy Spirit, in verse 41, that Jesus Christ is Jehovah.

But look at verse 44: “For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.” That’s the second time we are told how John the Baptist responded to Mary’s arrival, but more specifically to Jesus Christ, who is yet to be born.

Verse 45: “And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.”

Now I’ve deliberately gone back to these verses to read them again, because I think it’s very interesting, from verse 41, how we are told explicitly how Elisabeth is speaking through the power of the Holy Ghost, in reference to Mary’s soon-to-be arrival of the Messiah of Israel. The Holy Ghost has told Elisabeth, through direct prophecy, through direct revelation, how Jesus Christ is soon to be born.

For those of us living today, there are no direct revelations via the Holy Ghost. We have the written word of God. But here Elisabeth has been told directly from God that her cousin is going to give birth to the Son of God. Quite remarkable! Direct revelation, which occurred many times throughout the Old Testament, but here, in reference to Elisabeth.

And so I say one more time, as far as I am concerned, this bond between John and Jesus is the same as David and Jonathan. But John the Baptist paid with his life (in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ) whereas Jonathan, albeit he did die with his father’s Saul, did not die directly for his love of David. And of course David is a type of Christ.

And one thing we certainly cannot get from any of these verses is how Elisabeth is somehow worshipping Mary. She’s not! As I said last time, Mary was a recipient of grace, as was Elisabeth, as was Zacharias.

She was not, therefore, a dispenser of grace; she was simply a recipient of grace. And verse 47, one final time: “And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour”, her Saviour being Jesus Christ, her Son.

So, let’s conclude Luke chapter 1. And please remember the main theme so far is that of prophecy, not foretelling the future, but primarily in reference to praising the Lord.

Now it’s Zacharias’ turn to prophesy, to proclaim, to praise the Lord God. And like some of what Mary told us from verse 49, yes, there are some references to eschatological events, but primarily it is Elisabeth and Mary and Zacharias’ turn and time to praise the Lord.

VERSES 67-75: “And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.”

Where Mary finished in verse 55, Zacharias has continued on up until verse 75. Covering the First Coming and the Second Coming. But much of this is in reference to the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and how Jesus Christ has saved Israel from their sins and also from her enemies. Her enemies, very much in reference to the Second Coming, her sins very much in reference to the First Coming.

VERSES 76-79: “And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Prophet of the Highest, son of the Highest. Once again you see the connection, you see the similarities between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. “The dayspring from on high hath visited us” in reference to Jehovah God. Once again the deity of Jesus Christ is firmly found here. Verse 77: “To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins.” “Jesus”, in Hebrew, means “Yeshua”. 

“Yeshua” means salvation. And verse 79: “to give light to them that sit in darkness.” Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” “And in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” and He’s also called the Prince of Peace.

VERSE 80: “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.” 

John the Baptist came in the power and in the spirit of Elijah. He wasn’t Elijah, of course, but his ministry was very similar to Elijah, as was his personality, as was his apparel. But the bond between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ goes right back to the time of Elisabeth being pregnant.

Many years went by until John laid eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ in John chapter 1. By that stage they were both 30 years old. And yet, John the Baptist knew that the Man coming towards him to be baptized was his cousin, Jesus Christ. And the price that John paid to follow his cousin cost him his life.

Nothing has changed since the 1st century. If you are a born-again Bible-believing Christian following the Lord Jesus Christ, it will cost you something to publicly proclaim your faith in Him. If you live in the Middle East and you are bold concerning your love and faith for the Lord Jesus Christ, it will cost you something.

John the Baptist refused to compromise and was put to death for his ministry. And Jesus Christ said he was the greatest man that ever lived because he preached about Jesus Christ. He publicly proclaimed that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. Through John’s ministry, the Kingdom of God was opened up. John was the first martyr in the New Testament. The bond between John and Jesus is found so clearly in verses 41 down to 44. The babe, the baby, the child, leaped in his mother’s womb. He rejoiced at the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ.

For those that believe in abortion, please reconsider it. The Lord here has taken great care to make it very clear to us how this baby, this child leaped in its mother’s womb. This child was alive. This child was made in the image of God. This child was not a “product of conception”, and this child was not a “foetus”.

So that will conclude my look at Luke chapter 1, a very simplistic approach going through this marvellous gospel, and like I said in the opening broadcast of this Bible study, Dr Luke, I believe, was one of the 70, so he was qualified to write his gospel. Matthew was an apostle; John was an apostle. He says in verse 2, “Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word”, meaning the apostles, of course. 

The apostles wrote the New Testament and passed their writings down to be read and shared. Everything in the New Testament was written down pre-70 AD, excluding John’s gospel, excluding the Book of Revelation, whereas the Quran was written down 200 years after Muhammad died. Not by one man that knew him, not even by two men that knew him, not even by three men that knew him! The writers of the Quran did not even know Muhammad personally.

But the writers of the New Testament lived with the Lord Jesus Christ, they walked with the Lord Jesus Christ, and all but one died for the Lord Jesus Christ.

So, my friend, if you are listening to this broadcast and you are not saved, please get down on your knees and cry out to Jesus Christ to save you. Trust in Him and believe on Him in order to be saved. He died in your place. He took the full penalty of your sin on Himself. He came to be your Saviour, not your judge.

And the Bible promises us, the moment we believe on Him and trust in Him, we have been saved and set free from our sins. Zacharias told us this in verse 77, “To give knowledge of salvation onto his people, by the remission of their sins.” Yes, he is referring primarily to Israel at this point in time, but John chapter 1 tells us: to as many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become the sons of God. We, too, become His people the moment we believe on Him.

But here in verse 77, this salvation is universally in reference to Israel. But like I say, the moment you believe on Him, you too become His people, and you, too, can be saved, because “the dayspring from on high hath visited us”. 

One more time, in reference to Jehovah God, to give light to them that sit in darkness. You are in darkness until you’re born again, but the Son of God has come to set you free from sin and darkness, to guide your feet into the way of peace.

Okay, so one final verse to comment on, before I conclude Luke chapter 1, and it’s verse 71: “that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us.” That’s a pretty broad verse, and it goes back to the Old Testament, it goes into the New Testament, it goes throughout church history, and it goes ultimately into the Great Tribulation.

Anti-Semitism is nothing new. John the Baptist was hounded by Herod who was a Gentile. And behind anti-Semitism is Satan, of course. His ministry is to quite simply eradicate all of the Jews around the world; hence, why the Second World War took 6 years to defeat. He knows that his time is limited, and he knows that if he can annihilate the Jews, he will be able to stop Jesus Christ coming to earth. He failed the first time; he tried to do so in Bethlehem with the slaughter of the innocents. He tried again with the taxation, which we will look at in chapter 2, and he also tried on the cross, 30 AD. It was unsuccessful. Like I say, he knows his time is limited, his ministry really is to 

thwart the Lord’s purpose for Israel.

But since the crucifixion of the Lord, the Jews have gone from country to country, nation to nation, wandering in the darkness, without a temple, without an atonement for their sins. They are very much under the judgment of God. But this term (how they will be saved in the future from their enemies) really is in reference to salvation in the Great Tribulation which will then be fulfilled in the millennial reign of Christ.

We know from the Epistle to the Romans that the Lord is not finished with Israel, how He still loves Israel, and how He has a plan for them. Some of those Jews will be saved during the Great Tribulation, and they will go on to rule and reign with Him in the millennial reign. But, for here and now, we the Church are God’s people, and therefore it’s down to us to pray for the Jews. It’s down to us to make them jealous of [our standing in] the Lord Jesus Christ.

The flip side to this, of course, is the problem of replacement theology, which goes back to the 4th century when Augustine decided that the Church, as it was in those days, had replaced the nation of Israel, which is, of course, nonsense. The Church has only temporarily replaced Israel. But Israel per se, Israel as a nation, has not been replaced by the Church. Replacement theology, as I say, started with Augustine and it was picked up by the Reformers because they had been pretty much indoctrinated from day one as Catholics with this poisonous teaching of replacement theology. So Augustine founded it, Calvin continued it, and 500 years later, most of the churches around the world still hold to replacement theology. It’s another form, as far as I am concerned, of anti-Semitism.

And here Zacharias, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is praying. He is waiting patiently for deliverance from the enemies of Israel. It’s so easy to fall into this trap of anti-Semitism if you’re not careful.

But Paul mourned, Paul was prepared to be accursed for his people. He wanted them to be saved. All of the New Testament church leaders were Jewish. The Bible was written by Jews.

So, for those of us which are born again, for those of us which love the Lord Jesus Christ, it should be impossible for any of us to ever be anti-Semitic. But above all, our Saviour Jesus Christ was Jewish. Born of the tribe of Judah. And I’ll get to the genealogies later in the Book of Luke.

So be careful here, because as I say, Zacharias speaking under the authority of the Holy Spirit, is prophesying. He’s focusing on a day in the future where Israel will be saved from all of their enemies and from the hand of all that hate us.

Enemies is one thing; to hate them is something else. And of course, Israel’s number one enemy in the world today is Islam. I mentioned the Quran a few times throughout this two-part study from Luke chapter 1, because Muslims are divided on many fronts, but they are united when it comes to their hatred of Israel, and they have no understanding that their hatred is born not just in anti-Semitism but also in Satanism.

The Third Reich tried to destroy Israel and failed. Joseph Stalin tried to annihilate many Jews in Russia, and he too failed. The Jews have been given a special right to be on the face of the earth. They were chosen from among all of the nations in spite of themselves, not because of themselves. And the Lord has a love for the Jews, which even the Church, to some extent, doesn’t quite understand. But you must be very careful never to fall into the trap of anti-Semitism. Replacement theology (I still believe this, and I’ll say it one more time) is a problem which many Christian groups have fallen into: how the Church (they say) has replaced Israel, and that too puts pressure on Israel. It robs them of their right to be called the people of God. The Third Reich as I say, Islam and other groups, have also been very vocal over the years at trying to denigrate the Jews, as has the Catholic Church for many centuries. They were very brutal to Jews around the world.

But if you’re born again, you should be praying for Israel, you should be praying for Jews, and you should be witnessing to Jews, and I’ll say this also. Don’t sit on your hands when you meet a Jew. That man or that woman may be Jewish, but they need to be born again. If they’re not born again they will go to Hell, like a Muslim, or a Hindu, or a Catholic, or a Freemason. They must be born again. Like you were. Like I am.

Okay, well, I think I’ve said enough for Luke chapter one, the whole purpose of this concept of verse-by-verse Bible teachings is to reach the average man and woman around the world for the Lord Jesus Christ. Not religious people, I’m not here to debate anyone. I’m not interested in getting into doctrinal discussions.

My sole purpose is to present the word of God verse by verse, which can be understood by any man or woman whose heart has been opened and prepared by the Holy Spirit to receive the truth. This is a non-scripted Bible study. I said this from the beginning and I’ll say it again. I have no notes here, so as I go through the Gospel of Luke, if I make any mistakes, please forgive me. If I mispronounce any words, please forgive me. If I omit any words or even include any words, please forgive me.

What I will do, I will play back what I’ve recorded and where necessary make some insertions, drop in additional audio recordings. But, for the most part this will be a live verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter recording through the Book of Luke. And I hope you’re all following along with me with your Bibles open.

Don’t take my word as gospel truth. Take the Bible as the gospel truth! Go to the Scriptures. Open it and read along with me. Because I could be wrong, and if I’m wrong and you’re not checking me out in light of Scripture, you too will be wrong as well. That’s not the purpose of this ministry, that’s not why I do what I do. I’m trying to assist those that are saved to grow in grace and those that are not saved to come to the knowledge of the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But one final time from verse 71, they will be saved from their enemies and all that hate them. Pray for Israel. You are blessed when you pray for Israel. Witness to Jews as and when you can. And if you hold to this awful doctrine of replacement theology, turn from it and repent of it. Don’t steal the promises given to the Jews and apply it to the Church! It’s abhorrent, and the Lord will hold you accountable for that.

Okay, well, I think I’ve said enough for this broadcast. This will be the second part of a two-part study from Luke chapter 1, running at 30 minutes apiece, going through the entire Book of Luke. But, for now 80 verses conclude Luke chapter 1. This is a huge book, it will take me several weeks to complete, but Lord willing, by the time it’s finished and it has been uploaded to the Internet and sent out to radio stations to be aired, it will be a blessing to all its recipients.

So, above all, study, study, study, and the Lord will do the rest. Thank you and Maranatha!

​​
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CHAPTER 2
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​VERSE 1: “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.”

​The whole of the Roman Empire was vast, and taxation in those days (as it is today) was very lucrative. But no doubt behind Caesar’s decision to tax the world was Satan.

Mary was heavily pregnant at this stage, and the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem would have been very strenuous to make. So once again, he’s trying to attack the Lord’s Messiah.

VERSE 2: “(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)”

Syria also came under his jurisdiction, and today Syria is run by Islamists, whereas Israel is run by democrats.

VERSE 3: “And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.”

This was compulsory, of course, and like I say, to have a worldwide census around 4-5 BC was quite amazing due to the distance that many people would have had to have travelled to get back to their hometowns. But like I say, Satan (as always) is behind world governments, and he’s trying to destroy, he’s trying to overthrow, he’s trying to thwart the Lord’s purpose for bringing His Son into the world.

VERSES 4-5: “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.”

In Biblical times, to be engaged to another party was the same as being married to that party. Even though at this time the marriage had not been consummated, an engagement had taken place through a wedding feast, not a ceremony.

VERSE 6: “And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.”

In reference to Micah chapter 5. Satan may be behind all of the world governments, but behind Satan is God. And He wants the Lord Jesus Christ to be born in Bethlehem, to fulfil Micah chapter 5. And He’s done that through Caesar Augustus (verse 1), an unsaved, pagan, paedophile infidel. And behind Caesar Augustus is Satan, of course.

VERSE 7: “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”

They had to go to Bethlehem, as I say, to register, to pay their taxes, to have their census take place. But at the same time, she wasn’t really ready. She wasn’t prepared to give birth in Bethlehem. She was from Nazareth! But the Lord ‒ always being sovereign, always being loving, always being prepared to go the extra mile for His chosen few ‒ opened a door in a manger, to give birth to the Son of God. How ironic is that!

VERSE 8: “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”

These shepherds are going to be the first to see the newborn Saviour. Not the three wise men found in Matthew chapter 2, but shepherds, which is very much a picture of the rapture as well.

This intimate gathering to worship the newborn King pictures the return of the Lord just for His church, whereas in Matthew chapter 2, with the arrival of the three wise men, with a huge armed escort, very much pictures the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the end of the Great Tribulation.

These shepherds could have been out all year round watching over their flock, but I will say this, that I don’t believe that Jesus Christ was born on December the 25th.

But look at verse 9: “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.”

The angel of the Lord, in reference, I believe, for this dispensation, to be the Holy Spirit. The glory of the Lord is His majesty of course.

VERSE 10: “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”

There’s that word again “joy”. We saw it very clearly in chapter 1, verse 44, how the babe, in reference to John the Baptist, leaped in his mother’s womb for joy. Joy that the Lord Jesus Christ was in the same room. This, of course, is supernatural. We can’t understand it, but we are told to believe it nevertheless.

This great news for all people, found in chapter 2 verse 10, is simply in reference to the atonement. The atonement is universal, but it only benefits those who appropriate it, meaning only those that believe on the Lord Jesus Christ will be saved. And for those people, this is great news indeed.

VERSE 11: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

What an amazing statement to make to everyday shepherds! Just ordinary people going about their everyday business, and here, the angel of the Lord, being the Holy Spirit, is proclaiming that this day, around 4 BC, in Bethlehem, in the city of David, a Saviour is going to be born.

VERSE 12: “And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

That word “babe” again! We saw it very clearly in chapter 1, in reference to John the Baptist. Now it’s in reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. And please keep in mind one more thing, the Lord Jesus Christ is here a newborn. But in Matthew chapter 2, He is a toddler. Hence, why the wise men go to see Him when He is about 18 months old or over. But here, He is just about to be born, and the shepherds have been chosen to worship Him.

VERSES 13-14: “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Peace from your sins, and peace from your enemies! And good will toward men, in the sense that God has provided an atonement for their sins.

VERSE 15: “And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”

That’s true faith! They went straight away to the manger to see the newborn King, whereas in Matthew chapter 2 when Herod called for the wise men to come and advise him as to whether or not the King of the Jews had been born, they gave him the reference, but they did not go with the wise men to worship the newborn King. Typical apostate religious priests! But here, the shepherds ‒ ordinary, everyday people ‒ went straight away to worship the newborn King.

The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. He didn’t come to call the righteous to repentance, He came for sinners. He came to make sinners right with God. He came for the humble, not the proud.

VERSES 16-18: “And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.”

The shepherds are now proclaiming the birth of the King of the Jews. This is a picture of the Great Commission.

But look at verse 19: “But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 

them in her heart.”

She’s around 15 years old. She’s not omnipresent, she’s not omnipotent, and she’s not omniscient. She’s a young child, and she’s trying to understand the magnitude of what has just occurred.

VERSE 20: “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.”

That’s how it should be! When sinners meet God, they should rejoice in the fact that God has provided an atonement for their sins: His very own Son! Great joy, something wonderful, something to be in great gratitude over, that the Lord has done something so magnificent for us.

VERSE 21: “And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”

Jesus, again, means “Jehovah saves”. And His name was chosen before He was even born.

VERSES 22-24: “And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they
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