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This book is for entertainment purposes only. The view expressed is that of the author alone and should not be taken as expert instruction or commands. The reader is responsible for their actions. The book may not include information that the publisher has not approved. Publishing companies and other organisations are not responsible for the accuracy of any information in this book. 
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Despite their best efforts to ensure that the data in this book was accurate at the Time of publication, the author and publisher need not assume and, at this Time, disclaim any liability to every party for any loss, damage, as well as disruption brought on by errors and omissions, whether specific errors or omissions are the results of negligence, an accident, or any other cause.
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The reader is not receiving expert advice or services from the publisher or the author. The concepts, recommendations, and methods presented in this text are not intended to replace the advice of a professional. The buyer or reader of these materials is not the subject of any obligation or liability by the author or the publisher. Any perceived offence against a person or group is wholly unintended. By reading this book, the reader agrees that the author is not liable for damages resulting from the use of the information in it, including but not limited to errors, omissions, or inaccurate information.

“ He said myth and mythology weren't to give meaning to life but to give us an experience of life, an experience of vitality in being alive.”

-  Joseph Campbell.
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Trident Books is a digital publishing company specialising in history, biology, and mythology. We create these types of books for you, and we'd like to know how much our readers enjoy them. We encourage you to write in and look forward to the release of new and exciting books every week. We love bringing old tales to life and making them accessible to modern people. 
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With our knowledge of mythology and folk tales, we offer an extensive selection of digital books and other multimedia content that explore the rich cultural heritage of these stories. Our digital book publisher has Something for everyone, whether you're interested in mythology, ancient history, or want to try Something new and fun. 
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At our digital publishing company, we think mythology encompasses far more than stories from the past. It is a living, breathing part of our cultural history that continues to shape how we see the world around us. 
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INTRODUCTION TO FRENCH MYTHOLOGY
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French mythology includes tales of gods and heroes from primordial times. Historically, France was made up of 34 individual regions that all fell under the direct rule of the monarchy. Most areas, however, were self-sufficient and comprised various ethnicities. As a result, customs and myths in each region eventually became distinct. Because of this, numerous folk tales and stories have persisted in modern France. The Celtic and Breton peoples who settled in France after migrating from Britain and Ireland brought with them a wealth of myths and stories that have shaped the country's folklore. Let's take a peek at the fantastical beings that populate French mythology. There are many legends of fantastic beings and otherworldly animals in French mythology. A wide variety of mythical beings populate French mythology, including the Gargouille, the Guivre, the Quinotaur, the Melusine, the Monster of Gevaudan, and countless others.
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Myths and legends from the ancient Gauls, whose territory included contemporary France, Belgium, Luxembourg, and portions of Switzerland, Italy, and Germany, comprise French mythology, also known as Gallic mythology. Gaulish mythology was intricate and handed down orally for generations before being written down by Roman authors.
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Cernunnos, the deity of fertility, beasts, and the underworld, is a major player in French mythology. The Gauls revered him as a guardian deity of the wild world, and his imagery frequently includes antlers and animal companions. Esus, the god of war and destruction, and Lugus, the Goddess of light and knowledge, are also significant. Some mythical creatures found in French folklore include the Tarasque, a terrifying dragon-like creature that terrorised the countryside, and the chouette, a giant owl believed capable of stealing children. The bigorne, a monstrous monster with two horns, and the tchian du lai, a gigantic creature with a single eye in the middle of its forehead, are two other examples.
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Heroines and heroes abound in French mythology, such as Alesia, who led a revolt against Julius Caesar's invading force, and Roland, the legendary warrior who served Charlemagne. These people are frequently associated with legendary weaponry and artefacts, such as the sword Excalibur, said to have been wielded by the iconic King Arthur. Mythology has always played a significant role in shaping French national identity. Numerous works of art, writing, and music have been influenced by French mythology, from the medieval romances of troubadours to the Paintings of the 19th century. With its rich history and storied tales, French folklore continues to captivate and motivate readers and listeners around the globe.
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Lugus (God of the Sun)
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The story of Lugus begins with the very essence of brilliance, as his name comes from an old Celtic word meaning "light" or "shining." People in the past saw him as the embodiment of the sun's light, a divine force that chased away the world's darkness. The Celts and Gallo-Romans didn't see Lugus as a distant or cold figure. Instead, they saw him as a youthful god. Most of the time, people saw him as a glowing young man with long, flowing golden hair that looked like the sun's rays. He held a huge spear, showing how powerful he was and how ready he was to protect his people. He was in charge of the summer solstice, the time of year when the days are longest, and the world is warm. People believed that Lugus was in charge of soil fertility and the prosperity of harvests because of this link. This meant that the land would always have enough food for everyone to survive and thrive.
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Lugus was very special to the people who worked the land and took care of animals, even more than the sun. He was known as the protector of farmers and cattlemen, looking out for the animals and crops that people needed to live. People looked up at the sky and thanked Lugus for his favour when the fields were tall, and the cows were healthy. People depended on him for daily survival because they believed he brought the rain and heat that seeds needed to grow. People looked up to him as one of the most powerful gods because he had a close relationship with nature and was a friend to the commoner who worked in the sun he controlled. He was a symbol of hope for a good season and a full pantry, which made him an important part of life in ancient communities.
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As Roman and Celtic cultures mixed, Lugus took on more and more roles, and people began to see him as equivalent to the Roman god Mercury. In this Gallo-Roman form, he became known in the business, trade, and diplomatic worlds. He was no longer just a god of the fields; he became the protector of people who travelled to other countries to buy and sell. Lugus was often depicted in art from this time wearing sandals with wings, which enabled him to move between the worlds of men at an amazing speed. He was also seen holding a pentacle, an ancient symbol of the art of negotiation and the fair exchange of money. Merchants and ambassadors loved him because they prayed to him for help with their business deals and for the wisdom to settle disagreements without going to war.
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Lugus was not only a great trader but also a legendary master of many skills and crafts. People thought of him as the best supporter of anyone who made something with their hands or their mind. Blacksmiths, who hammered hot iron into tools and weapons, thought Lugus was standing next to their anvils. Writers, who wrote down the history of their people, and musicians, who plucked strings to make music, all looked to him for ideas. He was the god of "many skills," meaning he could do any job he wanted. Because of this, artists of all kinds, from the simplest weaver to the most skilled sculptor, loved him very much. Lugus was the source of creativity for the ancients. He was the divine energy that enabled a person to turn raw material into a work of art or a useful tool.
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Lugus was a god of the mind and spirit, as well as of physical work and art. Academics, philosophers, and other thinkers who spent their lives looking for truth and understanding held him in high regard. People thought that Lugus could see into the future and understand events before they happened, which is what prophecy means. This amazing insight made him a god of learning, and people who wanted to learn often dedicated their studies to him. He was interested in more than just the facts of the world; he also sought to heal the body. Many people believed that Lugus could heal wounds and illnesses and was a divine doctor for the sick. He was a god of great compassion because he could see the future and heal people. He used his great intelligence to improve his followers' lives.
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Lugus also played an important and mysterious part in the journey that everyone must take at some point. In many myths, he was connected to the afterlife and helped the spirits of the dead find their way. People called him a psychopomp, a term for someone who helps souls move from the world of the living to their final resting place. People thought of him as a guardian of the dead, making sure that no soul was lost or scared as they crossed over from life to death. This part of his personality gave the living great comfort, because they knew that when their time came, the shining god of light would be there to guide them through the dark and into whatever came next.
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Lugus's legacy has never really gone away, even though it has been thousands of years since he was at the height of his worship. Folklore and customs from certain parts of France, especially Brittany and Alsace, have kept his name and stories alive for hundreds of years. People still tell the old stories about him in these places, and people still do things to honour his memory in different ways. Lugus is a strong symbol of France's complicated history. It connects the ancient Celtic world to the later Roman civilisation. He is a symbol of a time when the sun, the arts, the law, and the spirit were all part of the same shining god who took care of every part of human life.
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Cernunnos (Gods of Nature)
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The Celtic deity Cernunnos presided over the animal kingdom and natural areas. Cernunnos, also known as "the Crowned one," was a nature deity who helped humans and animals coexist peacefully. His initial mythos has been forgotten, so he is still a mysterious deity. Cernunnos was primarily a figure of Ancient Gaul, but figures with similar names and characteristics can be found worldwide, as well as in other Celtic lands. When translated literally from its old Gaelic root, Cernunnos means "horned" or "horned one." In its origins, the term echoes other Celtic and Roman loanwords. Cern was frequently used in Indo-European languages to mean "horned," as in the Greek word corn and several Latin taxonomic words for horned animals.
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Modern academics often use Cernunnos to refer to any horned Celtic deity whose original name has been forgotten. Cernunnos, a name for a Celtic god, shows surprisingly little proof of use outside of Gaul. Academics and religious scholars have used the term equally to refer to horned deities worldwide, not just Celtic ones. Throughout history, Cernunnos has taken on additional names, notably "Lord of the Wilds" and "God of Wild Areas," often associated with contemporary neopagans. The growth of neopagan traditions has led to the widespread adoption of such titles, despite their lack of historical precedent.
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Cernunnos is unknown mainly because almost nothing was ever recorded about him. A deity of the wilderness, he usually took the form of a man with a beard and antlers. Some academics have speculated that he
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