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6 of Wands

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the cards of the special deck. She set it down and cut it. She drew the top card and blinked. She smiled as she heard her aunt leading a client to the same room. Alice turned and walked out of the room. She was on the stairs when they entered the room she was just in.

Alice walked into her room and sat down at her desk. She quickly found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She still smiled at the 6 of Wands as she grabbed her pen. She wasted no time in taking notes while listening to the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse.

She kept taking notes until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and walked out of her room, downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited a moment.

The music ceased and moments later Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and waited for the card of the day. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back.

Without turning her head, Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “6 of Wands.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a great triumph and victory. It can be good news with far reaching ramifications or expectations rewarded. It can also be hope, award, recognition and success.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reversed meaning is fear of the future, paranoia or an uncertain victory or gain. It can also be a long delay, disloyalty, trouble, fear, rivalry or dismissal.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot asked, “What will it be tomorrow?”

Alice shrugged. She grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and they sat down to eat together.

Alice asked, “How are the orders today, Eliot?”

Eliot answered, “Not too bad. I think we can handle it. It’s not like that one day with the huge orders and lots of small ones too.”

She nodded. Madeline smiled. She thought of what she wanted to do for the young elves. She kept quiet in her planning. She finished eating and left the kitchen to deal with more clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Then they walked to the greenhouse. He pulled up orders on the big screen and played music on his tablet. They got right to work. It was as he said — the orders weren’t that bad. His part of the crafting was done. So, he put boxes together and printed out labels. He attached the labels to boxes and packed his part of the orders.

She kept crafting her toiletry items. He made notes of which plants he needed to make more of. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants. She finished her part of the orders and packed up her items. She sealed the boxes. The delivery person accepted the boxes with a smile and left.

She blinked and checked over the remaining orders. Madeline stopped in and took some of their stock to her clients. Neither spoke and the elder elf left quickly. Alice crafted the remaining items and helped the clients that stopped by.

Eliot came back and processed the plant material with a mortar and pestle. He labeled each item and set it on the shelf where they would all find them. She finished crafting all the orders and their back stock. Then they cleaned the greenhouse.

Moments later, they went to check on Klio and Klia. He cleaned the litter boxes and she provided more food and water. The cats were content. They looked out windows and kept guard.

Eliot asked, “Klio and Klia, are you ready to explore the rest of the house?”

The cats meowed their agreement. Alice opened the door and they walked out. They looked around them and slowly explored. First they checked out Eliot’s room and then Alice’s. Lastly, they stepped in Madeline’s room. They didn’t jump on anything and then they ran downstairs.

They found Madeline was cooking in the kitchen. She turned to see them exploring. “Hi, Klio and Klia. I hope you like your new home.”

They meowed at her. She sighed and continued cooking. Alice and Eliot came downstairs and went into the kitchen. He set the table and she grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. The cats blinked and sniffed the air. Then they walked out of the kitchen.

Madeline said, “They seem well behaved.”

Alice and Eliot smiled.

Eliot said, “They haven’t been a problem so far. They did explore all our rooms.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow.

Alice said, “They just sniffed and didn’t jump on anything. I hope they don’t jump on things in your room.”

Madeline smiled. “I hope not too, but they are cats.”

There was meowing from the other room. Some running and something falling over. The younger elves smiled. The elder elf frowned and sighed.

Madeline said, “You two will check on that. Hopefully, nothing broke.”

Alice and Eliot left the kitchen and walked into the living room. Klio and Klia were playfully wrestling and there were books on the floor. The young elves laughed and picked up the books. Madeline made more noise in the kitchen.

Eliot looked at Alice, “What is your aunt doing now?”

She shrugged. The cats stopped playing and looked up at the younger elves. They all walked into the kitchen. Madeline was decorating a cake. No one said anything. All eyes were on Madeline.

The elder elf asked, “Eliot and Alice, are you going to clear the table?”

The young elves cleared the table and put the dirty dishes in the sink.

Madeline continued, “Just let them soak for now.” She finished decorating the cake and picked it up. She carried to the table and set it down.

Alice and Eliot soaked the dishes and got more plates, forks and a cake server. They sat down at the table. Madeline smiled at them. The cats watched the little celebration. They decided to get on the counter to see everything better.

Madeline let the young elves look at the cake before cutting it. It said congratulations Alice and Eliot. The young elves smiled. Both James and Mr. Flowers appeared in the kitchen.

Madeline said, “I think you two deserve this cake after all the orders and how well we are doing financially. I admit I was worried about you two at first, but you are doing fine. I don’t need to worry anymore.” She cut the cake and served everyone.

James and Mr. Flowers cheered. The cats meowed their approval. Alice and Eliot enjoyed their cake. Mr. Flowers and James danced for everyone’s amusement. The cats could see the ghosts just as well as the other living people in the kitchen.

Madeline said, “I’m glad you like the cake. It’s been a long time since I made one. I’m glad it came out so well.”

Alice smiled. “I never expected this from you, Madeline. I don’t recall you eating much in the way of desserts and sweets.”

Madeline blinked. “That’s because it’s a bad idea for me to eat them all the time. I should be okay with this little piece. I will expect you two to finish the cake. The ghosts can’t eat it and I doubt the cats will care about it.”

Eliot said, “Well, in that case, we’ll finish it as soon as we can.”

Madeline smiled. “I do believe you’ve earned your cake and can eat it too.”

The elves laughed. Madeline finished and yawned.

She covered her mouth and blinked. “Okay, I need to go to bed. Goodnight.”

Alice and Eliot said at the same time, “Goodnight.”

James said, “I can’t remember the last time my daughter had cake.”

Eliot smiled. “I never saw her eat anything like this since I’ve been here.”

Alice smiled. “Well, it’s a good cake. I’m sure Eliot and I can eat it up before it goes bad.” She covered the cake and put it in the fridge.

He cleared the table and washed dishes. She cleaned up the kitchen while the cats watched them.

Eliot asked, “Alice, are you happy the cats are here?”

She smiled. “Yes. They’re so adorable.” She petted them.

Klio and Klia purred loudly. Eliot petted the cats too.

Mr. Flowers said, “I’m surprised Madeline allows any cats in her house.”

Alice said, “Well, the cats are to be guards and to deter both Heath and my mother from the house.”

Mr. Flowers smiled. “Yes, now I can see that. So, the cats have agreed to this?”

Eliot answered, “Yeah. A tiny neko at the shelter explained it and these two agreed to it. So, they came home with us.”

Mr. Flowers nodded. “I hope it works out. They seem to be okay with Madeline too.”

Alice said, “I think they understand she’s older and likes her order.”

James said, “Well, Madeline hasn’t changed. She was prepared when she knew it was right to let cats into her house. I think the cats liked to see they had a room to themselves with everything they needed.”

Eliot nodded. “I know. Alice and I didn’t know when she set up that spare room.”

Alice said, “We figured she must have done so when we were sleeping.”

Mr. Flowers said, “Well, now you have your cats and you like them. That’s a good sign.”

James laughed. The cats continued to purr while getting good petting.
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